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ADVERTISEMENT 


The |)rescnt edition contains, besides the 
Icturs published by authority of Junius himself, 
others written by the same author, under various sig- 
natures, which appeared in the Public Advertiser from 
April, I7h7, to May, 177-, together with his Private 
Letters, peculiarly curious and interesting, addressed 
to his pilnler, the late Mr. H, S. AVoodfall, and his 
c onfidential correspondence Miith Mr. Wilkes, These 
latter papers only reached the proprietor’s hands after 
a considerable part of the work had been primed ofl', 
and will account for the unavoidable omission of any 
notice of llicni in the Preliminary Essay. 

It is in perfect consistency with the plan at first 
proposed b}" the author, but whicli he was compelled 
in some degree to depart from, as remarked in the 
Preliminary Essay, tliat the edition now oftcred con- 
tains, iiub peiulently of his more tinislied compositions 
under the signature of J u Mus and I'iiilo Jun ii; s, 
letters under other signalnres, bearing nevertheless 
characteristic and unequivocal marks of proceeding 
from the same pen; and which, tliough written perhaps 
with more haste than the foriiior, exhibit merit etmugli 
to accompany llicm; while they possess no small por- 
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« tion of additional value as comments upon points that 
require elucidation. 

The cflitor, in tluis deciding upon materials \\lih*h 
lie s(*altcred througli what the author terms six solid 
folios,*' will be found seldom to have relied altogether 
upon his own judgment, but to have availed himsell'of 
a variely of minute clues resulting from incidental re- 
ferences, or open acknowlcflgments in the Private 
I.etters; direct cliargcN of contemporary labourers in 
the same political vineyard, wbiel\ were, not disavowed 
by .1 iiM rs ir, as was his custom wluaiever other 

p(Tsous’ sins,*' to adopt his own language, wen‘ at- 
tiibuteci to Itiiu ; or from numerous otlier casual liints 
both in the aedv now lodged and more palpable Miseel- 
laiu'ous L(^tt(Ts, of whieli tlic reader, it is presumed, 
will uie(*t w ith inslaiiccs enough to satisfy himself as 
he proeeeds. 

llu' autlior’s explanatory notes, the present 
editor has added such others through the entire pro* 
gross of the work, as the intervening la])S(' nf lime has 
se(.nied to render necessary, and though some of them 
aio longer than he could have w ished, yea from llie 
circumstance of their having been written in an^\\( r to 
letters frnin JuMiis, he lias thought it more desirable 
that llii’y should npjK ar ii. the form in wliieli they are 
now olfered, than he jncsscd nto the text of llu* wank, 
by w liieli nu ans its present size must have been vi*ry 
considerably e\lend(‘d; and the plan, as d(‘vis<‘(l by 
the author, have been m some iTistanees departed from.' 
Many of tliese notes, m ncover, seieeted fiom the 
Pul)li(‘ 7\dv«*riiser, wall he found in tliemselvi*s ex- 
treuu lv eurio'is aiul valuable, w bile at the same time 
t)u‘v are nowhere else to lx; met with. Tlie text has 
been lairefully collated with tlie journal in whicli tin' 
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kttcrs originally iippeared, and very numerous errors 
which have crept into all tlic editions, except tin* gc-^ 
niiine one publish(‘d by Mr. 11. S. \V oodfalJ himselt’, 
and which have been considerably inullijdied in tlie 
later impressions, have becji carefully corrected or ex- 
jijinged. 

The various fac-siinilcs of the hand-wriling of J r- 
Nii'S, which are executed with peculiar lidelily, have 
hc‘c ‘11 selected from those parts of his manuscripts 
whu'h yjr(‘sent I he greatest diviTsity of penniajjship, 
though tin* diil'ercnce*, i-Acept in tli.jt nuiubcn d eight, 
are ^o iiitling, tliai a liaid or a soft, a good or a bad 
p(‘n, is altogclluii- suHicieiitto account for tlu m. The 
papers which have becai copied Ibr s])eciiuens of the 
writing of JeNits, will be found in their due order, 
among (lie Private Letters. "J'lu* other fac-sirniles, as 
well as (he seals, have been delineated with equal ac- 
cura<'3\ • 

']'h(‘ j>roprictor feels it a duly incumbent upon him, 
btdbrc he closes this adykhtisicment, to make his 
w^armest aekiiowlcdgmenis to si'vcral ilistinguished 
charjielt'rs who have inspected the papers in his j)os- 
session, anil who have kiiidl}^ aiVorded him much valu- 
able assistance, lie bi*gs more especially to oifer his 
sincere thanks to the eminent person who obligingly 
furnished the speeimen of Mr. J5urke\s band-writing, 
wbieb will be Joiiiid among the other fac-similes. 

To the gentleiiiai) to w lioin he stands so inueli in- 
debted for the very valuable addition of the private 
eorrespondeiiee between Junius and Mr. AVilki s, 
and which probably renders the whole of the political 
wn tings of the former complete ; as also to another 
gentleman who procured fur him the note from Mr. W, 
0 . Hamilton; and who on various occasions has taken 
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great j>ains and trouble in pointing out soiiiee.s oT use- 
^ nil intbrinalion, he begs most particularly to n Irrn bis 
luileigned gralitude. 

To bis inon* immediate ptrsonal lri(‘nrls lor llu' 
warm interest they bnvee\ineed in the success of bis 
undertaking, be feels far beyond wliat be is able to 
express. And \\c now sidjinits ibese volumes to tin? 
judgment of tbe [lolitieal and literal^ norld, with de- 
lerence and respei't, in tbe bo[)(‘ that hi-? i •n'ne‘'t en- 
deavours to pres('Mt them for tbe lirst time with a com- 
plete and porlect of tiu* i.c//rr.s, and, as fai as 

may be, th<‘ ot .1 1 nius, will not be 

wlndlv unsueeessfnl, and ibat be >baH experiian'e ibe 
furtbi'r satisfaction of linding it acknowledged, iliat 
tbe task bas been at bast ini partially execmlcd. 


PATERNOS I E!l-HO\V, 

Jh/j/ 15 , 1812 . 






PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 


It was not from personal vanity, but 
H liiir estimate of his owJi merit, and the impor- 
tance of the subject dn which he wrote, tliat the 
author of the ensuing letters predicted their im- 
mortality. The matter and the manner, the times 
and the talents they disclose, the popularity which 
attended them at tlieir outset, the impression 
they produced on the public mind, and the tri- 
umph of the doctrines they inculcate, all equally 
concur in stamping for them a passport to the 
most distant posterity. 

In their range these Icttere comprise a period 
of about five years j from tlie middle of 1707 to 
the middle of 1772 : and never has the histoi’y 
of this country, from its origin to the present 
hour, exhibited a period of equal extent that 
more peremptorily demanded the severe, deci- 
sive, and overpowering pen of such a writer as 
Junius. Tlie storms and tempests that, within 
the last twenty years, have shaken the political 
world to its centre, have been wider and more 
tremendous in their operation; but they have, for 
’'or,. 1. 
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the most part, discharged their fury at a dislaiice, 
Tiie constitutions of other countries have been 
swept away by the whirlwind ; but that of En- 
gla)ul still towers, like tlie pyrainiils of Egypt, 
a wonderful and iiuniortal (libric, overshadowing 
tlie desalt that ''iirrounds it, and detying the 
violence ol'ifs luiiricanes. Inthe period before us, 
however, this stupendous and beatiiiliil fabric it- 
self wa' attacked, ainl trembled to.ils Ibundalion: 
a series of unsucce.ss/ul ministries too often pro- 
fligate and corrupt, and not unfietpieiitly eiiii- 
uiug, rather than capable j u succession of weak 
and obncrptiotis juirliaments, and an arbitrary, 
though able chief justice, addictedto the impoli- 
tic meaMin.'s of the cabinet, iiitally concurred to 
conibiiiul the relative po'vers of the 'state, and 
equally to unhingedhe ha])pincs.s of tlie crown 
and of the ])eo])le j to frustrate all the proud and 
boa'^iod iritiniph.s of a glorious war, concluded 
but a few \ oars bclbrc by an inglorious peace to 
excite universal contempt abroad, and universal 
discord at home. Jlencc Eranee, Immiliated as 
she was by her losses ami delcats, «lid not licsi- 
tale to iinado Corsica in open defiance of the 
rcmon.stranees of tlie British minister ; and .suc- 
ceeded in obtaining posses.sion oi‘it, whiKt Spain 
dislionourably refused to make good the ransom 

f- 

' liCO, turoiipil thi: iw'.'oliatn.u of the I)ut<e of BedfonL 
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she had agreed to, for the restoration of the ca- 
pital of the Philippine Isles, which had been 
saved from pillage upon this express stipulation. 
They saw the weakness and distraction of the 
English Cabinet, and had no reason to dread the 
chastisement of a new war. 

nie discontents in the American colonics, 
which a little acfdrcss might at first have stifled 
forever, were *blowi^ into a flame of open rebel- 
lion, by the impolitic violence of the very mi- 
nister who was appointed, by the creation of a 
new oflicc at this very time and for this express 
purpose, to examine into the causes of dissatis- 
faction, and to redress the grievances complain- 
ed of: while, at home, the whole wavs and means 
of the ministry, instead of being directed against 
the insolence of the common enemv, were ex- 
haiistcd against anindividual, who, perhaps, Avould 
never have been so gi'eatly distinguished, had 
not the ill-judged and contumacious opposition 
of the cabinet, and their flagrant violation of 
the most sacred and important princijdes of the 
constitution, in order to ])unish him, raised him 
to a height of popularity seldom attainctl even 
by the most successful candidates for public ap- 
plause ; and embroiled themselves on his ac- 
count in a dispute with the nation at large, al- 
most amounting to a civil war, and which, ^at 

A y 



«4 PlJl'liiMlNAUY ESSAY. 

li'Difili, onl}' terminated in their own utter con- 
iirsion and ddeat'. 

It was at this period, and under these circuni- 
siaiico, lhat the ensuing letters successive!}’ 
made their appisirance in tlie Public Advertiser, 
the most current newspaper of’ the day*. The 
ciuMsieal chastity ol’ llieir language, the exqui- 
site lorce and j)erspicuity of their argument, 
the keen set crily of their ,*'eproa‘ch, the exten- 
•sive inloriuatiou they evinced, their fearless and 
deeisiso tone, and, above ail,, their stern and 
steady attaehinent to the jturest principles of 
the eoustitution, acquired f()r them, with an al- 
most electric speed, a po})ularity which no series 
of letters ha\ o since possessed, nor perhaps ever 
will ; and what is of far greater consc(juence> 
diftiiseil among the body of the people a clearei 
knowh’dge of their constitutional rights than 
•.hey had I’ver before attained, and animated 
tliem with a more determined spirit to maintain 
diem inviolate’ . Enveloped in the cloud of a 

‘ In lliv ()}■ Lorti Cli;. lirun, drlivcrtfl on May 1. 

!' M, lit ‘Hi: iloii'.E' uf they rendered tlic very naiiit 

' : p iiliann ht ridiELiluus, by earryiiij* on a constant war a^’ain^r 
Mr 

I in \ W i re '^entTally topict’ from the Public Advcrti.^ci 
jj.io all llii- il.nh ,nid i vt'inni; papers. 

' 'J’nai tl'<; vjiiir Miierd iinprooiion was produced by tin 
'' appeanuicc 
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lictitious name, the writer of these j)hilippic.-<, 
unseen himself, beheld with secret satisliicfioii, 
the vast influence of his labours, and enjoyed, 
though, as we shall afterwards observe, not al- 
ways without apprehension, the uniwrsal hunr 
that was made to detect him in his disguise. lie 

appearance of these letters in Parliarnnit, uhirli ijh so \ull 
Iviiown to have beei\ produced o«/ of it. e\id(nt from aiuKt t 
all the speeches of the dav* if the editor had tm.e Ui lefcr to 
lliem. But the two followinjj extracts fr<»fn a >pecch of Mr. 
Burke and of Lord x^orth will, he presumes, l)e sullicient for 
the purpose. 

The first ensuing is part of a sjicech delivered ))} the former 
gentle man. 

” Where then shall we look for the origin of tliis relaxation 
of the laws a^d all government? How eoines this Junius to 
liave broke through the cobwebs of the law, and tn range nn- 
l ontrouled, unpunislied, through the laud ? The mynuidons 
of tlie court have been long, and are still, pursuing him in 
vain. They will not spend their time upon me, or you, or 
you. No : they disdain such vermin, when the mighty boar 
t)f the forest, that has broke through all their t d.'^, is liefore 
Miem. But what will all their cllbrts avail ? No sooner Iia- he 
Hounded one than he lays down another dead at his ietl. l or 
my part, wlicn 1 saw his attack upon the King, 1 Liwn my 
blood ran cold. I tliongbt he had ventured too far, and there 
was an end of his triumphs, not that he had not asserted many 
iriUbs. Yes, Sir, there are in that composition many bold 
truths, by which a wise prince might profit. Jt was the ran- 
cour au<l venom, with which I was j*iruck. In these respects 
the North Briton is as much inferior to him, as in strength, 
wit, and judgment. But while 1 expected in this daring fligly: 

(ns filial ruin and fall, behold him ri-hig still higher, andcoin- 

.iu^ 
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beheld the people extolling him, the court exe- 
crating him, and ministers and more than minis- 
ters trembling beneath the lash of his invisible 
hand. 

It is by no means, however, the intention of 
the editor of the present volumes to vindicate 


in^ clown .souse upon both Ilou-ses of Parliament. Yes, bt 
did miikeyou hi^ cpiany, ami 3011 still bleed from the wounds 
of his talons. You cMoiiched, and still crouch, beneath liis 
rage. Nor has be dreaded the terrors of j'oiir brow. Sir ; he 
has attacked even 3^011 — he ha.s — and 1 believe yon have no rea- 
son to triumph in the encounter. In short, after carry ing away 
our Royal Eugic in hi.s pounces and clashing him against a 
reck, he has laid you prostrate. King, Lords, and Com- 
mons arc but the sport of bis fury. Wore he a member of 
tins bouse, what might not be ♦ xpectcil from his knowledge, 
his firmness, and integrity < He would be ca>ily known by 
his contempt of all danger, by his pt nt iration, by ins vigour. 
Nothing would escape bU vigilance and activity. Bad iniius- 
ttrs could conceal nothing from his sagacity ; nor could pro- 
nn.-^es nor threats induce him to conceal any thing from the 
public.” 

The folIo\Ying is part of a speech delivered by Lord North. 

'' When factious and di>coi. tented men have brought things 
to this pass, why should wc be mrprised at the difficulty «»f 
bringing libellers to justice r Why should we w onder that the 
great boar of the wood, this mighty Jcnics has broke tlnough 
the toils and foiled tlic hunter.^ ? Tliough there may be at prohent 
no spear that wall reach Ivan, yet he may be some tinu*. or other 
caught. At any rate he w'ill be cxhau.^tcd with fruitless cf- 
fort.> j tliose tusks which he has been whetting to wound and 
gnaw tlu- l onstitntion wiP he worn out. Truth will at Vu^t 
prevail. The ]'ublic will see and fed tliat he lias either ad- 

\anrul 
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the whole of the method pursued by Junius to-* 
w^ards the accomplishment of the patriotic ob- 
jects on which his heart appears to have been 
most ardently engaged* Much of liis individual 
sarcasm might perhaps liave been spared with 
advantage — and especially the whole of Ins per- 
sonal assaults upon tlic character and motives of 
the king. Aware as he is of the arguments in 
favour of occasionally attacking tlie character of 
the chief magislratc, as urged by Junius him- 
self in his Prefa«e post p. 41 and 42 in Vol. IL p. 
315, he still thinks that no possible circumstances 
could justify so gross a disrespect and indecency; 
tliat no principle of the constitution supports it, 

vanced fali^ facts, or reasoned falsely from true principles ; 
and that lie has owed his c>cape to spirit of the times not 
to the justice of his cau'.c*. The North Briton, the ino-t fla- 
j^itious libel of its day, would have been equally secure, had 
it been as pow^^rfully supported. But tlie press had not then 
overflowed the land with its black gall, and poisoned the minds 
of the people. Political writers had some shame left; they 
had some reverence for the Crown, some rc>pcct fjr the natnc 
of Majesty. Nor were (herc any members of Parliament 
hardy tiiough to harangue in defence of libels. Lawyers could 
hardly be brojight to plead for them. But the s< enc i» now 
entirely changed. Without doors, within door>, the -same abu- 
sive strains prevail. labels find patrons in both houses of Pui- 
liamcnt as well as in Wcstmiiidcr Hall. Nay, they pronounce 
libels on the very judges. Tlicy pervert the ]^rivilegc of this . 
hou^c to the* pnrpo.-cs of faction. 'Hicy catch and shallow the 
breath of the incon bmt multitude, heeause, I sU[)posc, they 
take their voice, which is iipw that of libels, to be the \oiee I'f 
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and that every advantage it was calculated 
to produce, might have been obtained in ati 
equal degree and to an equal extent, by ani- 
madverting upon the conduct of the king’s 
ministers, instead of censuring that of the king 
in person. In the volumes before us the editor 
is ready to acknowledge that these kinds of para- 
graplis seem at times not altogether free from, 
what ought never to enter the pagc5 of a writer on 
national subjects — individual spleen and enmit}'. 
Hut well may we forgive such trivial aberrations of 
the heart, in the midst of the momentous matter 
these volumes arc well known to contain, the 
important princi 2 )Ics they inculcate j and csj)e- 
cially under tlie recollection that but Iqr the let- 
ters of Junius, the Commons oI“ England might 
still have been without a knowledge of the trans- 
actions of the House of Commons, consisting 
of their parliamentary representatives — have been 
exposed to the absurd and obnoxious harass- 
ment of parliamentary arrests, upon a viola- 
tion of privileges undclincd and incapable ol' 
being appealed against — defrauded of their es- 
tates iq)on an arbitrary and infeicstcd claim of 
the crown — and deprived of tlic; constitutional 
liglit of a jury to consider the quesiion of law 
as well as that of fact. Tothes(oa(I\ patriotism 
of the late Mr. Fox is liie nation solely indebted 
for a direct legislative derision iipon this last 
imjiortnnt point ; -but tbe ground was ^irevi- 
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oiisly cleared by the letters before us ; it i.< 
not often that a judge has dared openly to con- 
trovert this right since the clear and unanswer- 
able argument of Junius u])on this subject, in 
opposition to the arbitrary and illegal doctrine 
of Lord Mansfield, as urged in the case of the 
King against WoodfliH': — an argument which 
seems to have silenced every objection, to have 
convinced every party, ami without w'hich j)e.r- 
haps even the zeal and talents of Mr. Fox him- 
self might have been exercised in vain. 

Hut, after all, who or what was Juniu.s ? this 
shadow of a name, who thus shot his unerring 
arrows from an imj)cnetrable concealment, and 
|)iinishe(i without being percei\'ed ? The cjucs- 
lion is natural ; and it hasj)een repeated almost 
without intermission, from the a})pearance of his 
first letter. It is not uuuatural, moreover, from 
the pertinacity with which he has at all times 
eluded discovex’y, that the vanity of many poli- 
tical writers of inferior talents should have in- 
duced them to lay an indirect claim to his Let- 
ters, and especially after the danger of respon- 
sibility had con.sidcrably ceased. Yet while the 
Editor of the present ijupression does not under- 
take to communicate the real name of Jumus, 
he pledges himself to prove, from incontrovert- 

' See this case more parlii nlarly tlplaile*! ih n* If to Preface* 
p. 14 of this Vol. itll'l )!ol( In Vnl II. (». <»- 
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rble evidence, afforded by the private letters of 
Junius himself during the period in question, 
in connexion with other documents, that not 
one of these pretenders has ever had the small- 
est right to the distinction which some of them 
have ardently coveted. 

These private and confidential letters, ad- 
dressed to the late Afr. Woodfall, are now for 
the first time made public by his son, who is in 
possession of the author’s autographs' ; and from 

* There nui.st have been some misunderstanding either of the 
extent of the cnu^tion, or the nature of the an>nrr in that part of 
a conversation Avhich Mr. Campbell, in his Life of Hugh Boyd, 
slates to have oeeurred between Mr. II. S. Woodfall, (editor and 
one of the prtiprietors of the Public Advertiser,) and himself, in 
relation to the proser\ ation of tliese autographs. I proceeded,*' 
says Mr. Campbell, to asb him if he had preserved any of the 
manuscripts of Juxius ? lie said not.** p, IGl. The vera- 
city of Mr. II. S. Woodfall is well known to have been unim- 
peachable ; and it is by no means the intention of the editor to 
suspect that of Mr. Campbell. It probable tliat Mr. Wood- 
fall understood tlie quc.,tion to be whether he had regularly 
preserved the manu: crijits of Junius, or had preserved any of 
the inanu..cripls of .Iumus which had publicly appeared unflcr 
that sigjirnitrr ? No man, not even Mr. Campbell himself 
could have su>prctctl I\Ir. Woodfall to have been guilty of a 
wilful faK* hoo<^^ ; nor can any advantage be assigned or even 
conceive* I lli.it couM [io.-sihly have resulted from such a false- 
hood, iiad it taken place. 

It is f (pially extraordinary that !\Ir. Campbell, in this same 
conversation, should rcpre.sent INIr. Woodfall as saying that 
" 3141 the story .ibout Hamilton quoting Ju.nius to the late 
Duke of Kicliiiion*!, he Icvroj it to he a misconception.** In 

regard 
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the various facts and anecdotes they disclose, 
not only in relation to this extraordinary cha- 
racter, but to other characters as well, they can- 
not fail of being highly interesting to the poli- 
tical world. To have published these letters at 
;ui earlier period would have been a gross breach 
of trust and decorum : the term of trust, how- 
ever, seems at length to have expired ; most of 
the parties have paid the debt of nature, and 
should any be yet living, the length of time 
which has since elapsed has so completely 
blunted the asperity of the strictures they 

rcfjjird to tlic story WooclCiIl knew it to be foiinclcd in 
f.ict from Iliinillton's own relation — and has rejieatedly nieri- 
tiorictl it sncli ; hut lie may have meant that the story as 
told by Mr. Ca?)tpbcl/, was a misconcepliun. 

In eliect the late Duke of RiSimond himself distinctly in- 
formed th(^ son ol' the late Mr. Woodi’all, that such a coiu- 
iiumiiTition with Ilaniilton had taken place, while his Grace was 
riding w ith Sir John IVachey, afterw ards Lord Sclsea,in the park 
at Goodwood, thuu^li he coukl not at that distance of time 
recollect the particular letter to which it referred. The clue 
to tile mystery is that Mr. Hamilton was acrjiiamtcd woth the 
late Mr. IL S. \V ootifull, and ii>cd occasionally to call at his 
office; wheiue it L highly probalde that ]\lr. Wood fall had 
shewn him or detailed to liini a Letter from Junius then jni.t 
received, and intended for jiublication on a certain day. Ha- 
milton alluded to the fj^t neral purport of tliis letter, on the <lay 
on which it wa> to have been puhli>hcd a^ though he hail jiist 
read it ; when to the d:Jtoni>liment of hi> Grace and iSir Jtdm 
Peachey, to w hoin he. tlius mentioned it, no such letter appcarcM.!, 
though it did appear the next day or the day after. 
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contain, that they could scarcely object to .<^0 
remote a publication of them. Junius, in tin 
career of his acti\'ity, was the man of the peo- 
ple ; and when the former can receive no injury 
from the disclosure, the latter have certainly a 
claim to every information that can be commu- 
nicated concerning him. 

It was on the ‘iSth of April, in the year 
1767, that the late Mr. JL S.^Woodriill, received 
amidst other letters from a great number of cor- 
respondents for the use of the Public Advertiser 
of which he was a proprietor, the first public ad- 
dre.ss of this celebrated writer. He had not then 
assumed the name, or rather written under the 
signature of Junius ; nor did he always indeed 
assume a signature of any kind. When he did 
so, however, his signatures were diversified, 
and the chief of them wore Mnemon and At- 
ticus, Lucius, Junius, and llrutus. Under the 
first he sarcastically opposed the minislry upon 
the subject of the Nullum 'J’empus bill, which in- 
volved the celebrated disjiute concerning the 
transfer on the part of the crown of the Duke of 
Portland’s estate of Ihcflirost of Inglewood, and 
the manor and castle of Carlisle, to Sir .fames 
Lowther, son-in-law of I.'srd Bute, upon the 
plea that these lands, which Ibrmerly belonged 
to the crown, had not been duly specified in 
king ‘Williara’.s grant of them to the Portlaml 
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liiniily ; and that hence, although they had bceft 
in the Portland family for nearly seventy years, 
they of right belonged to tlie crown still. The 
letters signed Atticus and Brutus relate chiefly 
to the growing disputes Avith the American 
colonies : and those subscribed Lucius exclu- 
sively to the outrageous dismission of Sir Jeffery 
Amherst from his post of governor of Virginia. 

The nanfc of Mnemon seems to have been 
nearly taken up at hazard. That of Atticus 
was unqucstioiiably assumed from the author’s 
own opinion of the purity of his style, an opinion 
in which the public universally concurred : and 
the three remaining signatures of Ludus, Jiinius, 
;uu\. Bru t ii s were obviously deduced from a vene- 
ration for the memory of the celebrated Roman 
patriot, who united these three names in his own. 

There were also a variety of other names oc- 
casionally assumed by this fertilepolitical writer, 
to answer particular purposes, or more com- 
pletely to conceal himself, and carry forward 
lus extensive design. That of Philo-Junius, he 
has avowed to the public, in the authorized 
edition of the Letters of Junius: but besides 
this they have yet to recognize him under the 
mask of Poplicola, Domitian, Vindex, and a 
variety of others, as the subjoined pages will 
sufficiently testify. , 

The most popular of our author’s letters an- 
terior to those published with the signature of 
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Junius in 1769, were those subscribed Atticus 
and Lucius ; to the former of which tlie few let- 
ters signed Brutus seem to have been little more 
than auxiliaiy, and arc consequently not polished 
with an equal degree of attention. These letters, 
in point of time, preceded those with the signa- 
ture of Junius by a few weeks : they are cer- 
tainly written with admirable spirit and perspi- 
cuity, and arc entitled to all ,the popularity they 
acquired : — ^)'et they arc not perhaps posscst of 
more merit than our author’s ..letters signed 
Mnemon. They nevertheless deserve a moi*e 
minute attention from their superior celebrity. 
The proofs of their having been composed by 
the writer denominated Junius arc incontcstible : 
the manner, tlie phraseology, tlie sarcastic, cx- 
probratory style, independently of any other 
evidence, sufficiently identify them '. These 

* That those under the signature of Lucius were early 
and generally traced to liic pen of Junils even by wrilcr^ of 
the opposite ])arly, in iy lie fairly inferred from the following 
pas-i.igt in a letter in the pabhe Advcrti.Ner of the date of April 
27tlj, .‘•igmtl A long forgotten corrc'^pondcnP^ in- 

Itiided as an aiitidute to the poi&oii that Junius was .supposed 
to be propagating. 

“ In the warm aiifl cncrgctir, tlionc^h keen and sarcastic styfe 
of Jt ML'S, \vc may, I think, dc.'^cry the Llcils, long 

dreaded i'V his opponent'. : and from the* wamiih of his scnii- 
nicnLs, if tli( y do iiifiecd c<»i rc'-pond with his expressions, we 
inaybxpect a fiitiirc Piiun a patri' tiC character much to be 
dreaded by all tho^e wlv‘, content with the porlioii of power 

now 
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tlie»eforc are now added, together with such 
others whose genuineness is equally indisputable, 

now in the hands of government, (if government had the 
spirit to exert it) wish not to sec the people, by their factious 
and unmeaning rage, provoke tlicir long-su fieri ng Sovereign 
to throw real chains over them, and correct their madness 
with stripes and hunger, the proper cure for phrenzy, the 
only specific for such headstrong and vicious insanity/^ 

The celebrity acquired by these earlier letters of Juvius, 
under the signature of Lucius, induced several other writers of 
the same period to adopt the same signature ; and hence Lu- 
cius, and Lucius Verus are common signatures in the Public 
Advertiser during the years 1769, 1770. But there is no 
more reason to suppo.se that Jcxius himself ever had recourse 
to this signature than he had to that of Atticus, or Brutus, 
after the assumption of this last appellative. He would not 
degrade the name of Lucius by an unfinished production, and 
to all that he regarded as finished he continued to subscribe 
Jc NIL'S as a still more popular signafure. 

An attempt, also, for the same reason, was once made by 
another correspondent, to publish umltrlhc signature of Junius ; 
but the letter was refused to be inserted with that name by the 
printer, who signified his refusal in one of his uoticcN to his 
correspondents. Yet it is curious to observe, that one or two 
spurious letters under the signature of Pllilo-Juniu^. found 
their way, as genuine epistles, into the P. A. (probably from 
casual ab>ence of the editor) if \vc may ilcUnnine from the 
following btateinent written immediately after Junius's public 
avowal that tlie letters .subscribed Philo-Juniu.s were his own 
productions. 

TO THE PIHNTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

s I It, 

A paragraph having appeared in your pape? of 
Saturday last, intimating that "yo;i have the author's consent 
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ro the acknowledged letters of Junius, to render 
his productions complete*. 

to declare that the letter- published in that paper under the 
>ij;'iiatiirc of Pliilo-Jiinius are written by .fcNius,'' 1 take the 
liberty of acquainting you and the public, that during the 
cour>e of tlje years 176S and 1769 peveial letters uniler that 
signature were written and inserted in the Public Advertiser, 
not hyJcMLS, but by 

Your humble servant, 

Oct. ^ 21 , 1771. r • G. r. 

“ [The printer presumes not to doubt the assertion of hi-; 
correspondent, though it is not poj‘>ihlc for him tocliarge lii- 
inemory with the circumstances at thi.-. distance of time.]*’ 
The printer might, liowevcr, with great safety have denied this 
Jissertion of G. E. which on the face of it bears evident inark> 
of inaceurary, as the first letter of Jc nil s published in the 
genuine edition bears date January 21, 1/69, and the only one 
under that signature printed in 1768 is ^Miscellaneous Li tter, 
No. Lii. which did not receive support from an auxiliary signa- 
ture of any kind. The fact is that the only Phiio-JimiiiM not 
genuine is the one here more particularly alluded to. i'liilo- 
Juiiius, No. XXXI. was originally published in the Public Ad- 
vertiser under the signature of Modcratus. 

^ When the late Mr. Woodfall, so early as the suinnier of 
1769, had an intention of rc-poblidiing such of tiie r.etter.-» ot 
JuNiLS as had already appeared in the Public Advertiser, tiie 
author, in Private Letter, No. 7, observed to the printer, Do 
with iny letters exactly whut you please, I should think that 
to make a better figure than Newberry, some others of my 
letters may be added, and so throw out an hint, that yon iiave 
reason to suspect they are by the same author. If you adopt 
this plan, 1 sliall point out those which I would rccominciwl ; 
for^ you know, I do not, nor indeed liave I time to give equal 
rare to them all." 
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It is no objection to their being genuine that^ 
they were omitted by Junius in bis own edition 
publislied by Mr. Woodliill : — there is a material 
diircrcnce between printing a complete edition 
of the letters of Junius, and a complete edition 
of the letters of the writer of this name. The 
lir.st was the main object of Junius himself, and 
it was not necessary therefore, that he should have 
CNtondod it to Jetters composed by him uiuler any 
other signature, excepting indeed tho.se of Philo- 
Junius, which it was expetUent for him to avow ; 
the second is the direct design of the edition 
before ns ; — and it would be inconsistent with it 
to suppress any of his letters, under what signa- 
ture soever they may have appeared, that pos- 
sess suHii’ient interest to excite the attention of 
the public. • 

The lir.st of the letters (.signed Atticus) was 
wrilten in the beginning of August, 1768. It 
lakes a general, and by no means an uucandid, 
survey of the state of the nation at that jioi iod, 
and jjarticularly in regard to its funded pro])eity, 
the alarming and dangerous depression of which, 
from the still hostile appearance of France, the 
prospect of a rupture with the American colo- 
nies, the wretchedness of the public finances, 
and the imbecility of the existing adinini.stration, 
.struck the wi’itcr so forcibly as to induce him, as 
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^lif te!l.s us, to transfer his property from the 
funds to wliut he conceived the more solid sc- 
curily of landed estate. The conclusion of this 
letter exhibits so much of the essential style and 
manner of Junius, that it has every claim to be 
co])icd in this place as affording an internal 2>roof 
ol' identity of pen. 

“ We are arrived at that point when new 
taxes either produce nothing, or defeat tin- 
old ones, and when new duties only operate as 
a prohibition : yet these are the times when 
every ignorant boy thinks himself fit to be a 
minister. Instead of attendance to objects ol 
nationai importance, our w'orthy governors are 
conteutod to divide their time between private 
pleasures and ministerial intrigues. Their acti- 
vity is just equal to the persecution of a prisoner 
111 the King’s Bench, and to the honourable 
struggle of providing for their dejicndeuts. Il' 
liscre hr a good man in the king’s service they 
liismiss him of course j and when bad news ar- 
rives, instead of uniting to consider ol’ a remedy, 
their time is spent in accu-’iig and reviling one 
auoiher. Thus the debate concludes in somc- 
oalf misbegotten measure, which is lell to exe- 
cute itself they go : one retires to his 

fountry house ; another is engaged at an horse 
race ; a third has an appointment •scith a prosti- 
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tute ; — and as to their country., they kave her, like, 
a cast off mistress, to peiish under the diseases 
they have given her.'* 

It was just at this pcriotl that the very ex» 
ti aordinary step occurred of the dismissal of Sir 
Jettery Amlicrst from his government of Vir- 
ginia, for tlie sole purpose, as it should seem, of 
•creating a post for the Earl of Hillsborough’s inti- 
mate friend Lord Botetourt, who had completely 
ruined himself by gambling and extravagance. 
This j)ost had been expressly given to Sir jeflery 
for life, as a reward for his past services in Ame- 
rica, and it was j)unctiliously stipulated that a 
personal residence would be disi)ensed with. It 
was an atrocity well worthy of public attack and 
condemn3,tion j and the keen vigilance of Ju- 
nius, which seems first to*have traced it out, 
hastened to expose it to the public in all its in- 
decency and outrage, and with the warmth 
of a personal friendship for the veteran hero. 
The subject being of a different description 
from that he had engaged in under tiie signa- 
ture of Atticus, he a.ssumed a new name, and 
for the first time sallied forth under that of 
Lucius, subscribed to a letter addressed to the 
Earl of Hillsborough, minister for the American 
department, and published in the Public Ad- 
vertiser Aug. lOth, 1768. A vindication, or 
rather an apology, was entered into, by three 

B 2 
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or four correspondents under difFcrent signa- 
tures, but almost every one of whom was regard- 
ed by Junius, and indeed by the public at large, 
as the Earl of Hillsborough himself, or some in- 
dividual writer under his immediate controul, as- 
suming a mere diversity of mask the better to 
accomplish the purpose of" a defence. Lucius 
Junius followed up the contest without sparing, 
—the minister became ashamed of his conduct, 
and Sir Jcflery, within a fe\v weeks after his dis- 
missal and tlie resignation of two regiments 
wliich he cominanded, was restored to the com- 
mand of one of them, and appointed to that of 
another; and in May, 1770, was created a peer 
of the realm, which the Duke of Grafton 
had refused him, under the strange ai/d impoli- 
tic assertion that he had not fortune enough 
to maintain such a dignity with the splendour 
it required. The sarcastic remark of Lucius 
upon this observation of his Grace, is cntitleil 
to attention, as identifying him with Junius in 
his peculiar severity of r<'proach. 

“ The Duke of Grafton’ > idea of the projicr 
object of a British peerage differs very materially 
from mine. His (Jrace, in the true spirit of bu- 
siness, looks for nothing but an opulent fortune; 
meaning, I presume, the fortune which canjiur- 
chase, :\:j well as maintain a title. We undor- 
-trnid hi'i Grace, and know who dictated that 
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article. He has declared the terms on which * 
•Tews, gamesters, pedlers, and contractors, (if 
they have sense enough to take the hint) may 
rise without difficulty into British Peers. There 
was a time indeed, though not within his Grace’s 
memory, when titles were the reward of public 
virtue, and when the crown did not think its 
revenue ill employed in contributing to support 
the honours ifr had bestowed. It is true his 
Grace’s family derive thtir wealth and greatness 
li’om a different origin, from a system which he, 
it seems, is determined to revive. His con- 
fession is frank, and wxdl becomes the candour 
of a young man, at least. I dare say, that it* 
citlier his Grace or your Lordship had had the 
command of a seven years’ war in America, you 
woidd have taken care thaf poverty, however 
honourable, should not have been an objection 
to your advancement; — you woidd not have stood 
in the predicament of Sir Jeffery Amherst, who 
is refused a title of honour, because he did not 
create a fortune equal to it, at the exjiense of 
tlie public.” 

He is not less severe upon Lord Hillsborough 
in a succeeding letter ; and the editor extracts 
llie following passage for the same purpose he 
has introduced the preceding. 

“ That you are a civil, polite person is iriie. 
lew men understand the little morals better t»r 
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« observe the great ones less than your Lordship. 
You can bow and smile in an honest man’s face, 
while you pick his pocket. Tliese are the vir- 
tues of a court, in which your education has 
not been neglected. In any other school you 
might have learned that simplicity and integrity 
are worth them all. Sir Jeffery Amherst was 
fighting tlie battles of his country, while you, 
my Lord, the darling child of prudence and urba- 
nity, were practising the generous arts of a 
courtier, and securing an honourable interest 
in the antichamber of a favourite.” 

Having thus signally triumphed in the affair 
of Sir Jeffery Amherst, our invisible state-satyrist 
now returned to the subject he had commenced 
under the signature of Atticus, and pursued it 
in three additional ictters, with tlie same signa- 
ture, from the beginning of October till the close 
of November, in the same year ; offering a few 
general remarks upon collateral topics in two 
or three letters signed Brutus. The character- 
istics of Junius are here often as conspicuous as 

in anv letters he ever wrote : it will be sufficient 
•/ 

to confine ourselves to two passages, since two 
C'^mjietent witnesses arc as good as a thousand. 
The, f'ollowing is his dcsciipti(jn of the prime 
mipister of the day. 

“ Wnen the Duke of Grafton frst entered 
into office, it «as the tiishion of tlie times to 
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ftiipposc that young men niight liuvc \M’s(loin 
without experience. 'I'hcy thought so them-' 
selves, and the most important alKiirs of this 
country were committed to tlio first tri:d ol their 
abilities. His Grace had honourably fleshed his 
maiden sword in the field ol‘ opposition, and 
had gone through all the discipline ol' the in; 
nority with credit. He dined at ’Wildman’s, 
railed at favorites, looked up to Lord Chatham 
with astonishment, and was the declared advo- 
cate of Mr. Wilkes. It afterwards pleased his 
Grace to enter into administration with his friend 
Lord Rockingham, and in a very little time, it 
pleased his Grace to abandon him. He then 
accepted of the treasury ujion terms which Lord 
Temple had disdained. For a short time his 
submission to Lord Chathanywas unlimited. He 
could not answer a private letter without Lord 
Chatham’s permission. I presume he was then 
learning his trade, for he soon set up for himself^ 
Until he declared himself the minister, his cha- 
racter had been but little understood. From that 
moment a system of conduct, directed by pa*-- 
sion and caprice, not only reminds us that he is 
a young man, but a young man without solidity 
of judgmen’t. One day he desponds and threatens 
to resign, the next he finds his blood heated, 
and swears to his friends he is determined to go 
on. In his public measures we have seen no proof 



*21 PRELIMINARY ESSA\'. 

either of ability or consistency. The Stamp-.ncr. 
had been repealed (no matter how unwiseh ) 
under the preceding administration. The co- 
lonies had reason to triumph, and were return- 
ing to their good humour. The point was de- 
cided, Avhen this young man thought proper to 
revive it without either plan or net cssity ; lie 
adopts the spirit of Mr. Grenville’s measures, 
and renews the question of taxation in a form 
more odious and less effectual than that of the 
law which had been repealed. ’ 

The following is his character of the members 
of the cabinet generally, “ I'he school they were 
bred in taught them how to abandon their friends, 
without deserting their principles. There is a 
littleness even in their ambition ; for money is 
their first object. Their professed opinioas upon 
some great points are so dificrent from those of 
the party, with which they are now united, that 
the council chamber is become a scene of open 
hostilities. While the fate of Groat Britain is at 
stake, these Avorthy conrsollors dispute without 
decency, advise without sine ‘rily, resolve without 
decision, and leav'e the measure to he executed 
by the man Avho voted against it. This, I con- 
ceive, is the last disorder of the state. 'J'hc con- 
sidtation meets but to disagree, opposite medi- 
cines are prescribed, and the last fixed on is 
cliongcd by the hand Avho gives it.’’ 
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The attention paid to these philippics, and 
the celebrity they had so considerably acquired, 
stimulated the author to new and additional ex- 
ertions: and having in the beginning of the 
ensuing year completed another with more than 
usual elaboration and polish, whicli he seems to 
have intended as a kind of introductory address 
to the nation at large, he sent it forth under the 
name of Junius, (a name he had hitherto assum- 
ed but once,) to tlie office of the Public Adver- 
tiser, in which journal it appeared on Saturday, 
January ‘ 21 , 1769 . The popularity expected by 
the author from this performance was more than 
a(;coinplishcd ; and what in some measure added 
to his fame, was a reply (for the Public Adver- 
tiser w^'is’equally'^ open to all parties) from areal 
character of no small celebrity as a scholar, aswell 
as a man of rank, Sir Wm. Draper ; principally 
because the attack upon his Majesty’s ministers 
had extended itself to Lord Granby, at that time 
commander in chief j for w'hom Sir William pro- 
fessed the most cordial esteem and friendship. 

Sir W’m. Draper appears, to have been a 
worthy, and, on the whole, an independent manj 
and Lord Granby was perhaps the most honest 
and immaculate of his Majesty’s ministers. Ju- 
nius did not begin the dispute with the former, 
and seems from a regard for his character, to 
have continued it unwillingly ; “ My answer,” 
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,sa}’s he to him in his last letter', upon a second 
assault, and altogether without reason, “ shall be 
short ; for I write to you U'iih reluctance^ anti 1 
hope we shall now conclude onr correspondence 
for ever !” At the latter he had only glanced in- 
cidentally, (for upon the whole he approved his 
conduct*,) and seems ratlier to have done so 
from the company he consorted with, than from 
any gross misdeeds of his own. Nothing could 
therefore have been more improvident or im- 
politic than this attack of Sir Win. Draper: if 
volunteered in favour of the ministry, it is im- 
possible for a defence to ha\ c been worse plan- 
ned ; — for by confining the vindication to the 
individual that was least accused, it tacitly ad- 
mitted that the charges advanced against all 
the rest were well foMided ; while, if volunteered 
in favour of Lord (iranby alone, it might easily 
have been anticipated by the writer that his vi- 
sionary opponent would be hereby challenged to 
bring forward peccadillos which would other- 
wise never have been heard of, and that he 
would not tail at the same .ime, to scrutinize 
the character of Sir William himself, and to as- 
cribe this act of prccijiitate zeal to an interested 

* Lfttrr XXV. Vol. II. p. 5 

Ste (jjMniou of Lord Cranby undrr the name of 
LnciiiP, ill I'lisecllamoos Letters of fliin writer, Vol. III. 
p. abo in the note at the elo.-^c uf JtNius, Vol. I. p. 10./. 
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desire of additional promotion in the army. It 
was too much for Sir William to eipect that^ 
JcNius would be hurried into an intemperate dis- 
closure of his real name by a swaggering odor to 
measure swords with him ; while the following 
rebuke was but a just retaliation tor his chal- 
lenge. 

“ Had you been originally and without pro- 
vocation ait acted by an anonymous wiiter, you 
would have some rigfit to demand his name. But 
in tins cause you are a volunteer. You engaged 
in it with the 'unpremeditated gallantry of a 
soldier. You were content to set your name in 
opposition to a man W'ho would probably con- 
tinue in concealment. You understood the terms 
upon whibh we were to correspond, and gave at 
least a tacit assent t<» them. After voluntarily 
attacking me under tlic chartlcter of Juxics, 
what possible right have you to know me under 
any other? Will yoii forgive me if I insinuate to 
you, that you foresaw some honour in the ap- 
j)arcut spirit of coming forward in person, and 
that you were not quite inditlereni to the display 
of your literary qualifications;’' 

In reality Junius, though a severe satinet, 
Avas not in his general temper a malcA'olenf writer, 
nor an ungenerous man. No one inis ever 
been more ready to admit the brilliant talents of 
iiir William Blackstonc than himself, or tt^ap- 
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ply to his Coninientaries for legal information, 
while reprobating his conduct in the unconsti- 
tutional expulsion of Mr. Wilkes from the House 
of Commons, “If I were personally your enemy,” 
says he in his letter to him upon this subject, 
“ 1 should dwell with a malignant pleasure 
upon those great and useful qualijications 'which 
you certainly possess^ and by which you once 
acquii'ed, though they could not preserve to 
you the respect and esteem of your country. 
I shoidd enumerate the honours you have lost, 
and tlie virtues you have disgraced : but having 
no pi’ix atc resentments to gratify, 1 think it suf- 
ficient to have given my opinion of your public 
conduct, leaving the punishment it deserves to 
your closet and to yourself.” 

The rescue of General Ganscl, by moans of 
a party of guards, from the hands of the Sheriff’s 
officers after they had arrested him for debt, was 
an outrage upon the law which well demanded 
castigation; aiul the attempt to quash this trans- 
action on the part of the minister, instead of 
delivering the culprits over to the punishment 
they had merited, was an outi’age of at least 
equal atrocity, and demanded equal reprobation. 
The severity with which the minister was re- 
peatedly attacked by .Tunics on this subject is 
sfill well known to many: but the reason is not 
}ctrkuown to any one perhaps, why he suddenly 
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dropped this subject, after having positively de- 
clared in his letter of November 15 , 1769 . Vol. 
II. p. 51 , “if the gentlemen, whose conduet is 
in question, are not brought to a trial, the Duke 
of Grafton shall hear from me again.” From his 
l’rivatcLettcrstoMr.Woodfall,we shall nowlearn 
tliat he was solely actuated in his forbearance 
by motives of humanity ; “ The only thing,” says 
he, in a note alUuling to this transaction, “ that 
hinders my pushing the subject of my last letter, 
is really the fear of ruining that poor devil Gansel, 
and those other blockheads 

In like manner having been betrayed by the 
first rumours of the day into what he afterwards 
found to have been too atrocious an opinion, and 
expressed ‘himself with too indignant a warmth 
upon the conduct of Mr. Vftughan in his well 
known attempt to purchase of the Duke of 
Grafton the reversion of a patent place in Jamai- 
ca, he hastened to make him both publicly 
.and privately all the reparation in his power. 
“ I think myselfobliged,” says he, in a letter to 
the Duke of Grafton, “to do this justice to an 
injured man, because I was deceived by the ap- 
j)earances thrown out by your Grace, and have 
frequently spoken of his conduct with indigna- 
tion. If he really be, what I think him, honest. 


' .'^ce Private Letters, No. 1 1 . 
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*: tlioiigli mistaken, he will be happy in reeoverin.'r 
his reputation, though at the exjjejise of his 
understanding'.” Vaughan himself had so high 
an opinion of our author’s iutegiily, though a 
total stranger to him, that he entrusted him 
with his private ))a})ers upon the subject in ques- 
tion, whieh JuN'ius in return took care to employ 
to Vaughan’s advantage *. 

From the extraordinary efl'ect ])rodueed by 
his first letter under the signature of JuKit'S, he 
resolved to adhere to this signature exclusively, 
in all his subsequent letters, in whieh he took 
more than ordinary pains, and which alone he 
was desirous of being attributed to himself; while 
to other letters composed with less care, and 
merely explanatory of passages in his more fin- 
ished addresses, of introduced fin' some other 
collateral purpose, he subscribed some random 
name which occurred to him at the moment. 
The letters of Philo-Junius are alone aii excc])- 
tion to this remark. These he ahvays intended 
to acknow'ledge ; and in truth they are lor the 
most part composed with su much of the pecu- 

‘ Vol. 11. p. 101. 

his private letter toWoodlali, Dec. ly, l7G9.*\o. 

\s itlitii*. letter to the Duke d’ Craltuii,Fel)iTiary 14, 1/70, 

after Iw. had ( xanwned the.'^e papers, and especially the pas- 
You laUjiu’cd then, by c\ery .species of false suggestion, 
aI^J even by puMidiingeoiiuterfcit letters, Vol. 11. p. lOl. 



PRKLOinVARY ESSAY. 


*31 


liar style, and finished accuracy of the letters 
of Junius, properly so called, that it would have*^ 
rcipiircd but little di.sccrnmcnt to have regarded 
tlic two correspondents as the same person under 
different characters ,— el alter — ^if Junius 
himself had not at length admitted them to be his 
own productions which he expressly did, in an 
authorized note from the printer, inserted in tlie 
Public Advertiser, October 19, 1771. “ The 

auxiliary part of Phllo-Junius,” says he in his 
Preface, page 10, “ was indispensably necessary to 
tlefond or exjilain* particular passages in Junius, 
in answer to plausible objections j but the subor- 
dinate character is never guilty of the indeco, 
rum of praising his principal. 'Ilie fraud was in- 
nocent, amt I always intended to explain it.” Yet 
whatiM ei- were the signatures he assumed, or the 
loose [laragraphs he occasionally addressed to the 
public, without a signature of any kind, we have 
iiis own assertion, that from the time of his cor- 
ri'sponding, as Junius, with the editor of the Pub- 
lic .Vdverliscr, he never wrote in any other news- 
j'aper. “ 1 believe,” says he, “ I need not assure 
\ou that I have never written in any other paper 
since I began with yours j” Private Letter, No. 

T. So also in another Private Letter, No. 13. “I 
sometimes change my signature ; but could have 
no reason to change the paper; especially for one 
that does not circulate half' as much as yours.” • 
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j That he was not only a man of Juglily culti. 
vated general talents and education, but had 
critically and successfully studied the language, 
the law, the constitution, and history of his 
native country is indubitable. Yet this is not 
all j the proofs are just as clear that he was 
also a man of independent fortune, that he 
moved in the immediate circle of the court, and 
was intimately acquainted, from its first conce])- 
tion, with almost every public measure, every 
ministerial intrigue, and every domestic inci- 
dent. 

That he was a man of easy, if not of affluent 
circumstances, is untiuestionable from the fact 
that he never could be induced in any way or 
shape to receive any acknowledgmeftt from tlic 
proprietor of thef Public Advertiser, for the 
great benefit and popularity be conlbrred on 
this paper by his writings, and to whicli he was 
fairly entitled. When the first genuine edition 
of his letters was on the point of publication, 
Mr. Woodtiill again urged him cither to ac- 
cept half its profits, or to point out some j)ub- 
lie charity or other institution to whicli an 
equal sum might be presented. His reply to 
this request is contained in a paragraph of one 
of liis Private I.etters, No. 59. and confers 
credit on both the parties. “ What you say 
about the jirotiis is very handsome. I like to 
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deal with such men. As for myself be assured^ 
that / am far above all ‘pecuniary views, and no 
other person I think has any claim to share with 
you. Make the most of it, therefore ; and let 
your views in life be directed tota solid, how- 
ever moderate independence : without it no man 
can be happy nor even honest.” In this last 
sentence he reasoned from the sphere of life in 
which he was accustpmed to move ; and, con- 
fining it to this sphere, the tranlfotions of every 
day shew us that he reasoned correctly. It is 
an additional proof, as well of his affluence, 
as of his generosity, that not long after the 
commencement of his correspondence with 
the printer of the Public Advertiser, he wrote 
fo him as follows : “ For the matter of assist- 

ance, be assured that, if a qifestion should arise 
upon any writings of my mine, you shall not 
want it ; — in point of money be assured you 
shall never suffer'.” In perfect and honour- 
able consonance with which, when the printer 
was at length involved in a prosecution in con- 
secpience of Junius’s letter to the King, he 
wrote to him as follows : “ If your affair should 

come to a trial, and you should be found guilty, 
you will then let me know what expense falls 
particularly on yourself : for I understand you 

' Private Letter, No. 6. dated Aug. 6, 1769. * 

VOL. I. c 
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are engaged with other proprietors. Some way 
or other you shall be reimbursed'.” 

“As you have told us,” says Sir W. Draper, in 
his last letter to Junius, “ of your importance ; 
and that you are a person of rank and Jortune^ 
and above a common bribe, you may, in all pro- 
bability, be not unknown to his Lordship (Earl 
of SJielburne) who can satisfy you of the truth 
of what I say*.” Sir Willi?m alludes, in this pas- 
sage, to a short public note of Junius to the 
printer of the Public Advertiser, addressed iii 
consequence of some verses which had just ap- 
peared in that paper, entitled “ The tears of 
Sedition on the death of Junius in which he 
observes ; “ It is true I have realised offers 

which a more prudent or a more interested 
man would have accepted. Whether it be sim- 
plicity or virtue in me, I can only affirm that I 
am in earnest, because I am convinced, as far 
as my understanding is capable of judging, that 
the present ministry is driving this country to 
destruction ; and you, I think, Sir, may be 
satisfied tliat my rank and fortune place me 
above a common bribeJ.” Sir William sneers 
at the appeal, and treats it as the mere unfound- 
ed boast of a man of arrogance and invisibility : 

‘ Privat,: Ltttcr, No. 19. * Vol. IJ. p. 3. 

* ’ Sec Mi-M;eliantniis No. liv. Vol. III. p. 197. 
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but the reader now sees sufficiently that it had 
solid foundation to rest upon. 

That Junius moved in the immediate circle 
of the court, and was intimately and confiden- 
tially connected, either directly* or indirectly, 
with all the public offices of government, is, if 
possible, still clearer than that he was a man of 
independent property j for the feature that pe- 
culiarly characterized him, at ^ic time of his 
writing, and that cannot even now be contem- 
plated without surprise, was the facility with which 
he became acquainted with every ministerial ma- 
noeuvre, whether public or private, from almost 
the very instant of its conception. At the first 
moment tl\e partisans of the prime minister were 
extolling his official integrity and virtue, in not 
only resisting the terms ottered by Mr, Vaughan 
for the purchase of the reversion of a patent- 
place in Jamaica, but in commencing a prose- 
cution against him for thus attempting to corrupt 
him, Junius, in his letter of Nov. 29, 1769, 
Vol. II. p. 52, exposed this affectation of coyness, 
as he calls it, by proving that the minister was 
not only privy to, but a party concerned in, the 
sale of another patent place, though the former 
had often been disposed of before in a manner 
somewhat if not altogether similar. Tlie par- 
ticulars of this transaction are given in his letter 
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to the Duke of Grafton, Dec. 12 , 1709, ^ ol. TI. 
p. 54, and in liis private note to Mr. AYoodfall 
of the same date. No. 15. Die rajiidity with 
which the afKiir of General Ganscll reached him 
has been already noticed. In his letter to the 
Duke of Bedford he narrates facts whicli could 
scarcely be known but to persons imniediatelv 
acquainted with the family. And when the 
printer was threatened with a prosecution in con- 
sequence of this letter, he says to him in a 
private note, “ it is clearly jn 5 ^ opinion that you 
have nothing to fear from the Duke of Bctlfbrd. 
I reserve some things expressly to awe him in 
case he should think of bringing you before the 
House of Lords. I am sure I can tlv'catcn him 
privately with sucji a storm as w'ould make him 
tremble even in his grave'.” He was equally 
acquainted with the domestic concerns of Lord 
Hartford’s family*. Of a Mr. Swinney, a cor- 

’ Private Letter, No. 10. 

'I'he following are two of the paragraphs alliicletl to in 
Private Letter, No. 42. 

The Earl of Hartford is most honounihly employed a.s terrier 
to find out ttatclergyrnau that married the Dnkt* of Cumberland, 
an errand wn fitted to the man. He might, however, he mnc:h 
bet H r employed in marrying his daughters at the- pnhlie ex- 
pense. Witness tljc promi.^e of an Irish |jeeragi; to Mr, S — t, 

iic. 

^ Nobody IS so \o( th roiis as the Earl of Hartford on the sub- 
ject of the late nnpre eedented marnagr ! 


7 
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j Ohpoiident^of the printer’s, he observes in 
anolher confidential letter, “ T/m/ Swinney is 
Avretclied but a dangerous fgol : he had the im- 
pudence to go to Lord Sackville, whom he had 
never spoken to, and to ask Iiim whether or no 
he was the author of Junius — take care of him'.” 
This anecdote is not a little curious : the fact 
was true, and occurred but a day or two before 
the letter was.writtcn : but Iiow Junius, unless 
he had been Lord Sackville himself, should have 
been so soon acquainted with it, baffles all con- 
jecture. In reality several persons to whom this 
transaction has been related, connecting it with 
other circumstances of a similar tendency, have 
ventured, but too precipitately, to attribute the 
letters of^ Junius to his lairdship*. 

’ Private T.rttcr, No. 5. 

■ III the MiscrllaiK’ou.'^ Letters, No. vii. Vol. 11. p. 49 J, the 
re ader will meet with the rollowinjj^ passa£;e, pretty conckisively 
shevvinj*’ the hltle j^round there ever has bt'tn tor any sncii 
ojiinioii. “ 1 believe the best tliiiii** 1 can do will be to coieiult 
with Lord G. Sackville. Ills character is known and resi)eclcJ 
in Ireland as much as it is here ; and 1 know he loves to be 
stationed in the rear as well as myself.'' The letter from 
which the above is an extract, independently of its containniir 
the style and sentiments of Junius, is thus additionally brought 
home to him by the printer's customary acknowledgment in 
the P. A. being- follotved by the subjoined observation ; “ Oia 
friend and correspondent C. will always find the utmost at- 
tention paid to his favours." 
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His secret intelligence respecting public 
transactions is as extraordinary. The accuracy 
with which he first dragged to general notice 
the dismission of Sir Jeffery Amherst from his 
governorship of Virginia has been already 
glanced at. “ You may assure the public,” says 
he, in a Private Letter, Jan. 17, 1771, “that 
a squadron of four ships of the line is ordered 
to be got ready with all possible expedition for 
the East Indies. It is to be commanded by 
Commodore Spry. Without regarding the lan- 
guage of ignorant or interested people, depend 
upon the assurance I give you,' that every man 
in administration looks upon war as inevitable*.” 

But it would be endless to detail every in- 
stance of early and accurate information upon 
political subjects Vith which his public and 
private letters abound. In many cases he was 
able to indicate even to the printer of the Public 
Ad\wtiser himself the real names of those who 
corresponded with him under fictitious signa- 
tures. “ Your Veridicus,” says he, in one letter, 

' Private Letter, No. 28. The knowledge this prepar- 
ulion was communicated four days bi:fore the meeting of par- 
liaiuent: the war however did not take place ; but the prepar- 
ation is now known to have been a fact, the ministry being 
thein.se Ivcs 1‘earful that the temper of parliament would have 
forced them nito hostilities, from w hicli in truth they very nar- 
rowly t ^^cajK-d. 8tc note to the Private Letter of t^iis No. 
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“ is Mr. Whitworth'. I assure you I have not 
confided in liim*.” “ Your Lycurgus,” heob-' 
serves in another letter^ “ is a Mr. Kent, a 
young man of good parts upon town.” 

Thus widely informed, and applying the in- 
formation he was possessed of with an unsparing 
hand, to purposes of general exposure in every 
instance of political delinquency, it cannot but 
be supposed that Junius must have excited a host 
of enemies in every direction, and that his safe- 
ty, perhaps his existence depended alone upon 
his concealment. * Of tliis he was sufficiently sen- 
sible. In his last letter to Sir W. Draper, wlio 
had endeavoured by every means to stimulate him 
to a disclosure of himself j he observes, “ As to 
me, it is by no means necessary that I should be 
exposed to the resentment o6 the worst and the 
most poAverful men in this country, though I 
may be indifferent about yours. Though you 
would Jighty there are others who would assassi- 
nate* ” Xo the same effect is the following 
passage in a confidential letter to Mr. Woodfall. 

“ I must be more cautious than ever : I am sure 
I should not survive a discovery three days ; or, 
if I did, they would attaint me by bill®.” On 

* Richard Whitworth, Esq. M. P. for Staffiird. 

* Private Letter, No. G. * Id. No. 5. Vol II. p. .S. 

* Private I.etter, No. 41. 
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many occasions, therefore, notwithstanding all 
'^thc calmness and intrepidity he affected in his 
public letters, it is not to be wondered at tliat 
he should betray some feelings of apprehension 
in his confidential intercourse. In one of his 
Private Letters, indeed, he obseiwes, “ As to me 
be assured it is not in the nature of things that 
they (the Cavendish family) or you or any body 
else should ever know me, unless 1 make myself 
know'll : all arts, or enquiries, or rewards, would 
be equally ineffeetiial'.” But in other letters 
he seems not a little afraid of detection or sur- 
mise. “ Tell me candidly,” he says, at an early 
period of his correspondence with Mr. Wood- 
fall under the signature of Junius, “ whether 
you know or suspect who I am*.” You must 
not w'l'ite to me again,” he observes in another 
letter, “ but be assured 1 will never desert 
youk” “ Upon no account, nor for any reason 
whatever are you to write to me until I give 
you notice"^.” “ Change to the Somerset Coffee- 
house, and let no mortal know the alteration. 
I am persuaded you are too honc''t a man to con- 
tribute in any way to my destiiiction. Act 
honourably by me, and at a proper time you 
shall know me*.” 


* Eriv.ii* 1. utter. No. lO. ’ Iil, No, -i. ^ I<1. No. IS. 

..f Id. No. ir. ’ Id. \o. H. 
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llie Somerset Coffee-house formed only one 
of a great variety of places, at which answeis 
and other parcels from the printer of the 
Public Advertiser Avere ordered to be left. No 
plan indeed could be better devised lor secrecy 
than that by which this corre.spondencc was 
maintained. A common name, such as was by 
no means likely to excite any peculiar attention, 
was first chosen by Junius and a common place 
of deposit indicated : — the parcels from Junius 
himself were sent direct to the printing-office, 
and whenever *a parcel or letter in return was 
waiting for him, it was announced in the notices 
to correspondents by sucli signals as “ N. E. C.” 
— “ a letter,” “ Vindex shall be considered,” “C. 
in the ustial place,” “ an old CoiTesj)ondent shall 
be attended to,” the intnoductory C. being a 
little varied from that commonly used j or by a 
line of Latin poetry. “ Don’t always use,” says 
our author, “ the same signal : any absurd Latin 
verse will answer the purpose*.” And when 


* Private Letter, No. 43. — As. instances of these signals of 
different kinds the reader may accept the following, taken from 
tlie Public Advertiser according to their date.s. 

August 12. 1771. A Correspondent may rest assured that 
lii.s directions ever have been, and ever will be, strictly atUnded 
to. 

September 13. C. 

17. 0. 


21. 


(> 


September 
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the answer implied a mere negative or affirmative, 
ii was communicated in the newspaper by a sim- 
ple yes or no. The names of address more com- 
monly assumed were Mr. William Middleton, 
or Mr. John Fretly, and the more common 
places of address were the bar of the Somerset 
Coflec-housc as stated above, of the New Ex- 
change, or Monday’s in Maiden Lane, the waitex;.- 
of which were occasionally feed' for tlieir punc- 
tuality. But these too were varied for other 
names and places of abode as circumstancoi; 
might dictate. 

By what cojiveyancc Junids obtained his 
letters and piu'cels trom the places at which the> 


Septembor 



i K'lobtr 

ly. 

C. 

November 


Kv: 


8. 

r. 


12. 

Viudt-’x sliall be coni-idcred. 


21. 

Die quibus in teirU, ct inilii t-ii^ 



nvai^'iius Apulli>. 


2b. 

(^uid rides? ile TEfdbula narrulur. 


28. 

Rcceivtd. ' 


30. 

dicere veruni 



Quid vet at ? 

December 

5. 

Jain NOVA progenies eodo dimilti'ia 



alto. 


6. 

Received - 



Quia te MACNE cAio Ucltum ? 


17. 

liiKindum, kegina ’ jubes renovan*' 


dolurem. 

* Pn\yU* Letltr, No. 39 
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were left for him is not very clearly ascertained. 
From the passage quoted from his Pri\ ate I.etter^ 
No. 10, as also from the express declaration in 
the Dedication to his own edition of his letters, 
that he was at that time “ the sole depository 
of his own secret,” it should seem that he had 
also been uniformly his own messenger ; yet in 
his Private Letter of January 18th, 1772, he ob- 
serves, “ the gentleman who transacts the con- 
veyancing part of our corrc.spondence tells me 
there was much difficulty last night In truth 
the difficulty, and danger of his constantly per- 
forming his owp errand must have been extreme; 
and it is more reasonable therefore to suppose 
that he employed some person on whom he could 
place an* implicit reliance ; while to avoid the 
apparent contradiction hetWeen such a fiict and 
that of his affirming that he was the sole depo- 
sitary of his own secret, it is only necessary to 
conceive at the same time that the person thus 
confideutially employed was not entnistcd with 
the full scope and object of his agency*. He 

‘ Private Letter, No. 51. 

* Mr. Jackson, the present respectable proprietor of the Ips- 
wich Journal, was at this time in the employ rnent of the late INlr. 
Woodfall, and he observed to the editor, in September Iasi, that 
he once saw a tall Gentleman dressed in a light coat with bag and 
sword, throw into the office door opening in Ivy I..ane, a loiter 
of Junius's, which he picked up and inniiediatt'ly fbiWwod 
the bearer of it into St. Panr-* Chiircli-\ anh uhore lie got 

jnt^» 
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sometimes, as we learn from his own testimony, 
Employed a common chairman as liis messenger', 
and jicrhajis this, alter all, was the method most 
usually resorted to. 

I'liat a variety of’ schemes were ini ented and 
actually in motion to detect him there can be 
no doubt; but the extreme vigilance he at all 
times evinced, and tin hononrable forbearance 
of’ Mr. Woodtall, enabled him f,o baflle every 
efibrt, and to persevere in his concealment to 
the last. “ Your letter,” says he in one ol’ his 
private notes, “ was twice refused last night, and 
the waiter as often attcmptcil to see tin; jiersou 
who sent lor it 

On another occasion his alarm was excited 
in consequence of \ arious letters addressed lo 
him at the })rinting-ollice, witli a view as he sus- 
pected of leading to a disclo.sure either of his 
person or abode. “ I return you,” says he in 
reply, “ the letters you sent me yesterday. A 
man who can write neither common English, nor 
spell, is hardly worth attending to. It is pro- 
bably a trap for me : [ should be glad to know 
what the Ibol means. If he w'rites again, open 
his letter, and if it contain any thing worth my 

iiiUi a liadwioy coach aiul drove olK r>Lit wliethcT (his wa^ 

the ^rcntlcHKin who ti an-'arted the conveyancini*’ part'^ ov 

JuNiUa hiiii'-dl^ It i.'i iinpo-’^ihh' tn avccrtam. 

' Sve Private Letter.., t\^), 5d and GO note. ^ Id. Ih. 
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knowing, send it : otherwise not. Instead of ‘ C\ 
in file usual place’ say only ‘a letter’ wlieu 
you have occasion to write to me again. I shall 
understand you'.” 

Some apprehension he seems to have suffered, 
as already observed, from the impertinent curi- 
osity of Swinney j but his resentment was chiefly 
roused b^ thatof David (irarriek,who appears from 
hi.s own account, ami from inU'Iligencc on whicli 
ii(' fully relier], lO liaxe I een ])ertinacions in his 
UlcinpiN !<' discover liim. For three weeks or 
a month, he could scarcely ever write to Mr. 

oodfiill without cautioning him to be spe- 
ciail) on his guard against Garrick : and under 
this inijircssion alone, he once changed his 
address*. He wrote to Garrick a jtrivate nolo 
of severe castigation through tlu* medium of the 
printer, which the latter, tioin an idea that it 
Avas unner:ossarily acrimonious, resubmitted to 
his consideration Avith a AicAv of dissuading him 
from sending - it, upon AA'hich our author desired 
him to tell Garrick personally to desist or he 
would be am}>ly rcAVUgcd upon him. “ As it is 
important,” says he, “ to deter hint from med- 
dling, I desire you will tell him I am aAvare of 
his practices, and \\'ill certainly be revenged if' 

' Private Letter, No. 12. ’ M. No. 41. 

^ Compare Private Ixitter, No. 41. Avitli No. 43. Tlir^lctter 
to Garrick will lie foiiml in the former of tlic-^e. 
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he does not desist. An appeal to the public 
i^rom Junius would destroy him 

It is not impossible to form a plausible gucsr, 
at the age of Junius, Irom a passage in one of 
his Private Letters ; an enquiry, which, though 
otherwise of little or no consequence, is render- 
cd in some measure important, as a test to de- 
termine the validity of the claims that have been 
laid to his wriiings by different' candidates or 
their friends. The passage referred to occurs 
in his letter to Woodtall, dated Nov. 27, 1771 ; 

after long experience of the 'scnrldf says he, “ T 
affirm before God I never knew a rogue wlm 
was not unhappy*.” Now when this declaration 
is coupled with the 1 wo facts, that he made it 
under the repeated promise and intention of 
speedily disclosing himself to his correspondent’, 
and that the correspondent thus schooled, by a 
moral axiom gleaned from his own ** long expe- 
rience of the world,” was at this very time some- 
thing more than thirty years of age ; it seems 
absurd to suppose that Junius could bp much 
less than fifty, or that he affecteu an age he had 
not actually attained. 

Theie is another point in the history of his 
life, during his appearance as a public writer, 
which for the same reason must not be sutfered 

* Private Letter, !No. 43. * Jd. No. 44. ® Id. No, 41, 
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to pass by without observatioii, although other- 
wise it might be scarcely entitled to notice ; anti 
that is, that during a great part of this time, 
from January, 1769, to January, 1772, he nni- 
formly resided in London, or its immediate vi- 
cinity, and that he never (piitted his stated ha- 
bitation for a longer period than a few weeks. 
This too, we may collect from his private cor- 
respondence, coinpjjired with his public labours. 
No man but he, who with a thorough knowledge 
of our author’s !style,undeitakes to examine all the 
numbers of the Public Advertiser for the three 
years in question, can haveany ideaof the immense 
fatigue and trouble he submitted to by the com- 
position of other letters, under other signatures, 
in order to su[)[)ort the pre-eminent pretensions 
and character of Junius, attacked as it wus by 
a multiplicity of writers in favour of administra- 
tion, to whom, as Junius, he did not chuse to 
make any reply whatever. Surely Junius him- 
self, when he first undertook the office of public 
political censor, could by no means foresee the 
labour with which he wan about to cucumber 
himself. And instead of wondering that he 
should have disappeared at the distance of about 
five years, we ought much rather to be surpriscil 
that he should have persevered through half this 
period with a spirit at once so indefatigable and 
invincible. Junius had no time for remote ex- 
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cursions, nor often for relaxation, even in the 
vicinity of the metropolis itself. 

Yet from his Private Letters we could almost 
collect a journal of his absences, if not an itine- 
rary of lus little tours ; for he does not appear 
to ha\ c left London at any time without some 
notice to the printer, eilher of his intention, or 
of the fiict itself iijion his return home ; inde- 
j)endcntly of which the fietpiency and regidarity 
of his correspondence seldom allowed of distant 
travel. “ 1 have been out of town,” says he, 
in his letter of Nov. s, three tceeks ; 

and though 1 got your last, could not conveni- 
ently answer it'.” — On another occasion, “ I 
have been aome daijs in the country, sind could 
atot conveniently send liar your letter until this 
night'’ and again, “ I must sec proof-sheets 
of the Dedication and Preface; and these, if at 
all, I must see before the end of next week 
In like manner “ I want rest most severely, and 
am going to find it in the country for a few 
flays*.” 

The last political letter that t ver issued under 
the signature of Junius was addressed to Lord 
Camden. It apjiearcd in the Public Advertiser 
lor Jan. 21, 1772, and followed the publication 
of Jiis long and elaborate address to Lord Mans- 

‘ 'Yivalc LcMi.r, No. J I ' M. No. 7. 

M.l No. -l.}. 


" Id. No. lo. 



PRELIMINARY EStiAY. 


^40 


Held upon the illegal bailing of Eyre ; and was 
designed to stimulate the noble earl to a renewal * 
of the contest which he had commenced with 
the chief justice towards the close of the preced- 
ing session of parliament. It possesses the pe- 
culiarity of being the only encomiastic letter 
that ever fell from his pen under the signature 
of JuNlus. Yet the panegyric bestowed was not 
for the mere purpose pf instigating I.ord C'ain- 
den to the attack in fjiicstion. There is sufficient 
evidence in his I’rivate Letters that Junius had 
a very high, as well as a very just opinion of the 
integrity of this nobleman ; and an ardent desire 
lliat the estimate he had ibrmed of liis integrity 
■Jioulil be knowm to tlic w'orld at large. In tlie 
whole course of his political creed there seems 
to have been but one point upon which they di/- 
lered, and that was tlie doctrine assented to by 
his Lordship, that the crown possesses a power in 
case of \ ery urgent necessity, of suspending the 
operation of an act of the legislature. It is a 
mere speculative doctrine, and Junius only in- 
cidentally alluded to it in a letter upon a very 
ditterent subject *. Thelftisagreement upon this 
point seems eagerly to have been caught at, 
however, by another correspondent in the Pub- 
lic Advertiser, who chose the signature of Scae- 


^ Lt'tlcr Lix. Vol. JI. p. 34 I. 
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vola, apparently for the expres.s purpose of in- 
volving the political satiri.st in a dispute mth his 
lordship. “ Sca;vola,” observes he in a private 
letter, “ I see is detennined to make me an 
enemy to Lord Camden. If it be not wilful 
malice, I beg you will signify to him, that when 
1 originally mentioned I.,ord Camden’s declara- 
tion about the corn bill, it w'as without any view' 
of discussing that doctrine, and only as an in- 
stance of a .singular oj)inion maintained by a man 
of great learning and integrity. Such an in- 
stance w'as necessary to the plan of my letter 
And again, shortly aftcrw'ards, finding that the 
communication had not been received as it ought 
to have been, “ 1 should not trouble you or my- 
self about that blockhead Scmvola, but that hi.s 
absurd fiction c)f 'my being Lord Camden’s ene- 
my has dojie harm. Every fool can do mischief, 
therefore signify to him what I said’.” Not sa- 
tisfied however with this hint to tlic printer, he 
chose, at the same time, under the subordinate 
character of Philo-JuniuS; to settle the point, 
and preclude all possibility o^ altercation by an 
address to the public, that should dextrously 
mark out this single difference in a mere specu- 
lative opinion ; and while it amply defended the 
^iew he had taken of the subject, should evince 

* IVfvate Letter, No. 45. ^ Id, No. 46. 



PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 


«jl 

such ' an evident approbation of his Lordship’s^ 
general conduct, as c'ould not fail of being gra^ 
ti/ying to liiin. This letter appeared in the Pub- 
lic Advertiser, Oct. 15, \1'l\ 

Loi'd Camden, however, was not induced bj 
this earnest attempt and last letter of Juxrus to 
renew his attack upon Lord Mansfield ; yet this 
was not the reason, or at least not the sole or 
primary reason 'for /oNirs’s discontinuing to 
write. It has already been observed, that so early 
as July, 1769, he began to entertain thoughts 
of dropping a character and signature which 
must have cost him a heavy series ol‘ labour, and 
perhaps not unfrecpiently exposed him to no small 
peril. “ I really doubt,” says lu*, “ whether I 
.shall write any more wuUt this^ signature. 1 am 
weary of attacking a set of brutes, who.se writ- 
ings are really too dull to furnish me with even 
the materials of contention, and whose measures 
are too gross and direct to be the subject of ar- 
gument, or to require illustration*.” 

In perfect consonance with this declaration, 
in his reply to the printer, who had oft'ered him 
half the profits of the letters at that time pub- 
lished under his own correction, or an equal 
sum for the use of any public institution he 
shoidd chase to name, he makes the following 


' liCtter LX. Vol, II. p. 300. 


^ Pn\aU' l-ctivr. Nil Ti 



oi l iirUMINARY ESSAY. 

remark, of wbicli a part lias been already quoted 
on another occasion : “ As for myself, be assured 
that 1 am fur above all jjecuniary views, and no 
othei' j)er.son, I think, has any claim to share 
with you. Make the most of it therefore, and 
let ) onr views in life be directed to a solid, how'- 
cvcj' moderate, independence : without it no 
man can be happy, nor even honest. If I saw 
any ])rospcct of uniting ti>e city once more, I 
would readily continue to labour in the vineyard. 
Wlumcver Mr. Wilkes can tel' me that such an 
union is in prospect, he shall hear of me. Quod si 
qiiis e-ristimat me aut voluntate esse viuiatd, aut 
debUHaUi virtuic, aut animo Jracto, vehemciiier 
o ral 

Even so loiig.al'terwards as January 19, 1773, 
in the ^ ery last letter we have any certain know- 
ledge he ever addressed to Mr. Woodfall, he 
urges precisely the same motives for his continu- 
ing to desist. “ I have seen the signals thrown 
out for your old friend and correspondent. Be 
assured I have had good reason for not comply- 
ing with them. In the present state of things, 
if I were to write again, I must be as silly as any 
of the horned cattle that run mad through the 
eil) , or as any of your w‘sc aldermen. / meant 

^ Pnvcitt: Letter, No. 59. But if any one believes me to be 
frhaiif^ed in will, weakened in integrity, or broken in courage, 
he err.^ gro'‘«ly.’^ 
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Ike cau!<e and the public : both are given up. I 
feel for the honour of this country, when 1 sec* 
that there are not ten men in it who will unite 
and stand together upon any one question. But 
it is all alike vile ami contemptible. You have 
never flinched that I know of: I shall always re- 
joice to hear of your prosperity. 11' you have 
any thing to communicate of moment to y'our- 
self, y'ou may uje the last address and give a 
hint*.” 


* Private Letter, Nfi. (53. TIil here referreil to were 

thrown out on the very moninii»* the day on which this 
letter was written, and consisted of tlie follow luo* Latin quo- 
tation, inserted in the Public Ailvcrtiser for January 19, 
1773, amon«( the other an.swors to corrcpjiondcnts. Ifcnnn- 
qut\ itcrumqnc vioncho. 3 he j»rinter, within a few wTcks al - 
terwards, availed himself of the lihet^y of mak;n<^' a (‘oninui- 
nication to Junius by the last address, and in the F^lblic Ad- 
vertiser of March 8, {»ave the followinj^ hint : The letter 

from .\N OLD I’KIEND AND coiuiEspoNDENT, dated January 19. 
came safe to hand, and his direction.'^ are strictly folloiied. 
3uod si quis cxistimat aut, Si,cd* Tlie quotation is peculiarly 
happy: for it is not only a copy of what Junius had cited 
himself in liis last Private Letter but one, and was hence 
sure to attract his attention, but i» a «imart replication to the 
passage in the letter it immediately refers to, “ You have never 
flinched that 1 know ofV^ The subject of some j'art of the 
communication at this time ma<le by the printer to Junius, the 
editor has been able to discover, by having accidentally found 
among Mr. WoodfalTs papei-s, and in liis own hand-writing, a 
rough draft of one of the three letters of which it apprar> to 
have consisted. This letter tlie reader will meet with in the 

pri\.ilo 
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In effect from thjg dissolution of the consoli- 
dated Whig party upon the death of George 
Grenville, tlie absurd divisions in the Bill of 
Rights Society, and the political separations in 
the city, our author had much reason to despair 
of the cause in which he had so manfully cn- 
gagcd. 

U'o the moral character of Junius this letter 
is of more value than all the popular addresses 
lie evcj- composed in his life. It is impossible to 
sujipose it to flow' from the affectation of an ho- 
nesty which did not exist in hi^ heart. The cir- 
cumstances under which it w'as sent altogether 
prohibit such an idea : unknown as he w'as, and 

])ri\atr coriopondrnre, arranged according to its date, winch 
is March 7, 177d, the day ante cedent to !bc public notice given 
in the PiiliJic Aiherti -.cr above. Among the answers to cor- 
iw-^pondi iit> 20, we find another signal of‘ the very same 

kind m tiic following terms, '' Ant volimtaU esxc mutaia 
and in the same place March 29, a third ensign under the fol- 
lowing form, '' Ant dehiliuitd virtuie both of which it will 
he ob.^Tved, upon a cornfiarison, arc verbal continuations oi' 
Jlnr s’s own quotation, and hence identify with double force 
tile person to whom they relate. In the Public Advertiser of 
April 7, we find the following signal of a similar description, 
and it is the last we have been able to discover, '' Die qnihis 
in terris'^ It is probable that these all related to matters of a 
personal concern, iqion which, by the above private letter, the 
printer had still leave to address his correspondent ; at least 
there is no reason for believing that Junius ever broke through 
tliQ silence upon which he so inflexibly determined on Ja- 
nuary 1 9, or consented lu rr-appear before the public m any 

character 
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unknown as he had now dcl;|rnnncd to continue, 
to his correspondent, there was no adequate mo- ‘ 
tive for his assuming the semblance of an inte- 
grity which he felt not, and wliicli did not fairly 
belong to him. It was, it must have been, a 
pure, disinterested testimonial of private esteem 
and public patriotism, consentaneous with the 
uniform tenor both of his oj)en and his confiden- 
tial history, and* conscientiously developing the 
real cause of his secession. 

In truth it must have been, as he himself 
states it, insanity,* to have persisted any longer 
in any thing like a regular attack j Lord Camden 
had declined to act upon his suggestion ; the 
great phalanx of the Whig i)arty was bj'oken up 

I 

character whatever. There were some very excellent letters 
signed Atticus that appearctl in the Public Advertiser between 
»hc dates of June 26, 1772, and October 1 1, 1773, ;jnd exhibit 
much of our author's style, spirit, and sentiments; and which, 
hence, by some tolerable judges, have been actually ascribed 
to him : but for various reasons, independently of that aftinxled 
by the above private letter, the editor is convineed tlicy are not 
the production of Jcnius. The talents they aflbrd jwoof of*, 
though considerable, are inferior ; they eontain attacks upon 
some statesmen who were never attacked by Junk s ; and it is 
well known from the following notice inserted among the ad- 
dresses to correspondents in the Public Advertiser for June 19, 
1773, as well as from other facts, that there was at this period, 
and had been for some time past, another WTiter in this journal 
Avho assumed the name of Alticus. " Some circumstances 
render it necessary that the printer should communicate a lin# 
to A j Ticus, not his olt> Corresponden.,* 



PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 


by the death of Mr. George Grenville ; the v'a- 
''nity and extreme jealousy of Oliver and Horne 
had introduced the most acrimonious division^ 
into the Society for supporting the Bill of Riglitsj 
and llie leading palr/ols of the city had so inter- 
mixed their own private interests, and their own 
private squabbles willi the pnbUc cause, as to 
fender this cause itself contemptible in the eye 
ol‘ the j)coj)lc at large, lie luid already tried, 
but in vain, to awaken the different contending 
parties ton sense of better and more honourable 
motives; to induce them to forego their selfish 
and inilividual dis])utes, and to make a common 
sacrifice of them upon the altar of the consti- 
tution Yet , at the same time, so small were his 
expectations of success, so mean his opinion of 
the ])reteusions of most of the leading dema- 
gogues of the day to a real love of their coun- 
try, and so grossly had he himself been occasion- 
ally misrepresented by them, that in his confi- 
dential intercourse he bade his correspondent 
beware of entrusting hintself to them. “ No- 
tliing,” say.i he, ‘-can be nv're express than my 
declaration against long jjarliamcuts ; try Mr. 
Wilkes once more, (xv/o xcas in fnroale possession 
of ills seniimcnls upon litis subject .speak for me 
in a most friendly but Jinn tone, that I xi'ill not 

' .)i .1 s, [,c.(f;r iix. Yol. IF. p. 311, juid Private Lot- 

I'.i, N - (t'j. ’’ t'c-''. Private Lcta-r, No. CO. 
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submit to be any longer aspersed. Between 
ourselves, let me recommend it to you to be 
much upon your guard witli palriots 

With his public address to tlie people, there- 
fore, in Letter lix. he seems in the first in- 
stance to have resolved upon closing his labours 
at least under the character of Ju.vius, provided 
no beneficial effect were likely to result from it, 
and as the printer had cxj)rcsscd to Iiim an ear- 
nest desire of {)ulJlishing a genuine edition ol’ 
his letters, in a collective form, in consequence 
of a variety of incorrect and spurious editions 
at that time circulating through the nation, he 
seems to have thought that a consent to such 
a plan Avould afford him a good ostensible motive 
for putting a finisli to his public career j and on 
this account lie not only acvedeil to the proposal, 
but undertook to superintend it as fiir as his in- 
visibility might allow him ; as also to add a lew 
notes, as well as a dedication and jiretace. 

Nothing can be more absurd than the idea 
entertained by some writers, that Juxius himself 
was the previous editor ol’ one or two of these 
irregular editions, and especially of an edition 
published but a short time anterior to his own, 
audaciously enough entitled “ The genuine let- 
ters of Junius, to which arc prefixed, anecdotes 




* Priialc Letter, No. 41. 
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of the author * a pamphlet in which the anony- 
mous anccdotist takes it for granted, from his 
very outset, that Junius and Edmund Burke 
were llie same person, and tlien proceeds to rea- 
son concerning the former, from the known or 
acknowledged woiks of the latter. 

It was not till the appearance of Newberry’s 
c(iItioji, with wliich it is not pretended that our 
author had any concern, that even Woodfall 
himself had conceived an idea of the propriety 
of collecting these letters, and publishing them 
in an editiou strictly genuine, in t’onsequence of 
the luinuMous blunders by which the common 
editions \^ ere delc)rmed ; of these Newberry’s 
was perhai)s, the freest from mistakes : yet New- 
berry’s had so many, tliat our author^ upon re- 
ceiving a copy of it, 'addressed a note to Wood- 
fall, begging liim to hint to Newberry, that as 
lie luid tlioiight jiroper to reprint his letters, he 
ought at least to liave taken care to have cor- 
rected the errata ; adding at the same time, ‘‘ I 
did not exjicct more than the life of a news- 
paper ; but if tliis man will ke^p me alive, let 
me live without being offensive*.” 

Ills answer upon Woodfall’s applic^ition to 
him for leave to reprint his letters collectively, 
and subject to his own revisal, was as follows : 

* Sec -IMr. U)K«l;ptr*5’s Appcmlix to the Supplemental A po- 
lo^y &e, p. ^ Private Letter, No. 4, 
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“ I can have no manner of objection to your 
reprinting my letters if you think it will answer*, 
which I believe it might, before Newbeny ap- 
peared. If you determine to do it, give me a 
hint, and 1 will send you more errata (indeed 
they arc innumerable) and perliaps a preface'.” 
It was on this occasion he added, as conceiving 
it might afford him a j)roper oj)j)ortunity for a 
general close the cliaractcr though so early 
in Jus correspondence under flic name of .Ju- 
nius, as JuJy 1709, “ I really doubt wliethcr I 
shall write any more under this signature ; I am 
w'eary of attacking a set of brutes &c*.” In 
answer to Woodfall’s next letter upon tJic same 
s(d)ject he observes, “ Do witJi my Jotters exactly 
as you please. I should tJiink tJiat to make a 
lietter figure than Newberry, sotiie others of my 
letters may be added ; and so throtc out a hint that 
you have reason to suspect they arc by the same 
author. Jf you adopt this plan 1 shall point out 
those which I would recommend, for you hiow 1 
do not, nor indeed have I time to give equal care 
to them alP." 

TJie plan for publication, however, though 
it commenced thus early, was not matured till 
October 1771 : when it was determined thattJic 
work should comprise all tlie letters w’hich had 
passed under the signatures of Junius and Philo- 

' Private Letter, No. 5. ^ Id. No. 0. ■* Id. No. '/*. 
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Junius to this period inclusively, and be occasi- 
onally enriched by a selection of other letters 
under a variety of other signatures, which, inde- 
pendently of 1 lull ol* Philo-Junius, our author, as 
has been ol).ser\ ed aheady, not unfrequently em- 
ployed to explain what required explanation, or 
defend what (lenuindcd vindication, and which 
he himself tliought suihcicntly' correct to asso- 
ciate with his snore laboured productions. In the 
prosecutioii of thi.'j intoutioii hoAvever, he still 
made the two ibllowing altci’ations. Instead of 
closing tile regular scries of Ifctters possessing 
the signature of Junius with that dated October 
. 5 , 1771 ', upon the subject of “ tlic unhappy dif- 
ferences,” as lie there calls them, “ which had 
arisen among the friends of the people, and di- 
vided them from each other” — he added five 
others which the events of the day had impcllod 
him to write during the reprinting of the lettei’s, 
notwithstanding the intention he had exjircssed 
of offering nothing further under this signature. 
And instead of introducing the explanatory lol - 
ters written under other signatures, he confined 
himself, in order that the work might be pub- 
lished before the ensuing session of parliament, 
to three justificatory papers alone : the first, 
iindci- the title of “ A Friend of Junius,” con- 
taining an answer to “ A Barrister at Lawj” the 

‘ ' I.'jttcr Lix. Vol. II. p. 341. 
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second an anonymous declaration upon certain 
points on which his opinion liad been inistakeli 
or misrepresented ; and the third an extract 
from a letter to Mr. Wilkes, drawn up for the 
purpose of being laid before tlie Bill of Rights 
Society, and vindicating himself from the charge 
of having written in favour of long j)arliamcnts 
and rotten boroughs. This last however w'as lur- 
nished, not by Mr, Wilkes, but from his own 
notes ; “ you shall have the eo'lraci," says lie, “ to 
go into the second volume : it will be a short 
one 

' Private I^ctler, No. 45 The reader will readily pardon, 
and perhaps thank us, for pointinp^ out to his particular atten- 
tion the following exquisite paragraph with which the above 
letter closes, but which formed no part of it as originally ad- 
drc'ssed to Mr. Wilkes. It refers jo an able argument that 
an excision of the rotten boroughs from the reprchontativc 
system might pcThaj)s })ro<liice more mischief than hi’iicfit to 
the constitution. " The man, who fairly and completely answers 
this argument, shall have my thanks and my applause. My 
heart is already with him. — I am ready to he convcrtal. — I 
admire his morality, and would gladly subscribe to the articles 
of his faith. — Grateful, as I am, to the coon being, whose 
bounty has imparted to me this reasoning intellect, whatever 
it is, I hold myself proportionably indebted to him, from whose 
enlightened understanding another ray of knowledge commu- 
nicates to mine. But neither should 1 think the most exalted 
faculties of the human mind, a gift worthy of the divinity ; 
nor any assistance, in the improvement of them, a subject of 
gratitude to my fellow -creature, if I were not satisfied, that 
really to inform the understanding corrects and enlarges the 
heart./" 
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Ot‘ tlie five letters added after he meant to 
itave closed, and had actually begun to reprint 
Ills series, four of them arc either expressly ad- 
dressed to Lord Mansfield, or incidentally relate 
to him, in consequence of his having illegally 
(as it was contended) admitted a felon of the 
name of John Eyre to bail, who, although pos- 
sessing a fortune of nearly thirty thousand pounds 
sterling, had stolen a qu.antity of paper in 
quires out of one of the public offices at Guild- 
hall, and was caught in the very theft. The 
other leUcr is addressed to his steady object of 
inveterate hatred, the Duke of Grafton, upon 
the defeat of his attempt to transfer the Duke 
of Porl.land’s estate in Cumberland, consisting of 
what had l()rmerly been crown lands, to Sir Jajucs 
Lowther, in order t(f assist the latter in securing 
his election for this county. 

Yet such was his anxiety to get this work 
completed and published before the winter session 
of parliament that he was ready to sacrifice the 
appearance of the whole of these additional let- 
ters, even that containing his elaborate accusa- 
tion of Lord Mansfield, and which he acknow- 
ledgcil to have cost him enormous pains, rather 
Ilian that it should be delayed beyond this period. 
“ 1 am truly concerned,” says he in a private 
letter dated January '20, 1 77‘2, “ to see that the 
publication of the book is so long delayed. It 
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ought to have appeared before die meeting of 
parliament. By no means would I have yow 
insert this long letter, if it make more than the 
difference of two days in the publication. Believe 
me, the delay is a real injury to tlie cause 

The difficulties, however, of sending proofs 
and revises forward and backward were so con- 
siderable, that the anxiety of the author was not 
gratified : parliament met, but the book was not 
published. Junius b'ccaine extremely impatient ; 
yet still, in the most earnest terms pressed its 
publication before Alderman Sawbridge’s motion 
in favour of triennial pat'iiameiils which was to 
be brought forward in the beginning of March. 
“ Surely,” says he, in his private letter of Fe- 
bruary 22*, “ you have misjudged it very much 
about the book. I could wot have conceived 
it possible that you w'ould protract the publica- 
tion so long. At this time, j)articuJarl)' before 
Mr. Sawbridge’s motion, it would have been of 
singular use. You have trifled too long with 
the public expectation : at a certain point of 
time the appetite palls : I fear you have lost the 
season. The book, I am sure, will lose the 
greatest part of the effect I ex])ected from it. — 
But I have done.” 

He was soon however consoled by intelh- 


‘ Private Letter. No, 51. 


’ Id. No. 5 .-> 
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gence from his friend Woodfall that, unduly as 
the book had been postponed, it was not for want 
of any exertions of his own ; and that late as 
the season was, it would still preeedc the ex- 
pected motion of Alderman Sawbridge He, 
in consequence, replied as follows : “ I do you 
the justice to believe that ^e delay has been 
unavoidable. The exjiedient you propose of 
printing the Dedication and Preface in the Public 
Advertiser is unadviseable. The attention of 
the public would then be quite lost to the book 
itself. Your rivals will be disappointed ; nobody 
will apply to them, when they can be supplied 
at the tbiintain-head. — All I can now say is make 
haste with the book*.” 

The Dedication, Preface, and the material,', 
for his notes w^ere aK finished about the beffin- 
ning of the preceding November (I77l). The 
letters at large, excepting the first two sheets 
which w'cre revised by the author himself, were 
from the difficulty of conveyance entrusted to 
the correction of Mr. Woodfall. The Dedica- 
tion and Preface were ’ confided to the correction 
of Mr. Wilkes, with whose attention he expresses 
himself well pleased. '“When you see Mr. 

' T!h Icllors were actually published March 3, and Alder* 
iTjau Sawhiidjic'^ luotiun discussed the ensuin|T day — which 
motion^ how(*>oi' was If. t by a majority of 251 against 83. 

* Ih’ivate Letter^ No. 50. ^ Lh \u. 10. 
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Wilkes,** says he in a note of February 29, 1772, 
“pray return him my thanks for the trouble he* 
iias taken. I wish he had taken more ' :’* inti- 
mating hereby that there were still errors of 
Avhich he was aware, and would have corrected 
if possible. 

Yet though he %ius continued to adlicre 
rigidly to his determination never again to appear 
before the public in his tiill dress, or under the 
signature of Junius, as he ex])rcsses it in his 
Private Letter of November 8, 1771, he did not 
object occasionallj^ to introduce his observations 
and continue his severe strictures in a looser and 
less elaborate form, and under some appellative 
or other, that might not interfere with the claims 
of Junius as a whole, as in the case of his series 
of letters to Lord Barrington, see No, cv, 
evil, &c. These, however, it was not easy, in 
spite of the characteristic style that still per- 
vaded them, for the world at large to bring 
completely home to the real writer, though 
many of them were frequently charged to the 
account of Junius by the political critics of the 
day, in different addresses to the printer upon 
this subject. 

To judge of the moi'al and political character 
of Junius from his writings, as well private as 

' Private Letters, No 57. • 
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pablic, he appears to have been a man of a bold 
and ardent spirit, tenaciously honourable in 
his personal connexions, but vehement and in- 
veterate in liis enmities, and quick and irritable 
in conceiving them. In his state principles he 
was strictly constitutional, excepting perhaps 
upon the single point of denying the impecca- 
bility of the crown ; in those of religion he, at 
least, ostensibly professed, ai» attachment to the 
established church. 

Of his personal and })rivate honour, however, 
we can only judge from his connexion with Mr. 
Woodfall. Yet this connexionisperhaps siiflicientj 
throughout the whole of it he appears in a light 
truly ingenuous and liberal. “ If nndesigncdly,” 
says he in one of his letters, “ I should send you 
any thing you inky think dangerous, judge for 
yourself, or take any o))iniou you may think 
proper. You cannot offend or afflict me but by 
hazarding your own safety To the same 
effect in anotlier letter, “ For my own part I 
can very truly assure you that nothing would 
afflict me more tlian to have drawn you into a 
personal danger, because it admits of no recom- 
pense. A little expense is not to be regarded, 
and I Impc these papers have reimbursed yon. 
I never will send you any thing that I think 


* Pn\dtt‘ Id'titT . XiL 4^?, 
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dangerous ; but the risk is yours, and you must 
determine for yourself*.” 

Upon another occasion, being sensible l!\n{ 
he had written with an asperity that might alarm 
his correspondent, he again begged him not f«» 
print if he apprehended any ilangcr; adding 
that, for himself he should not bo otTcnded ai 
his desisting; and merely reqtjesling that if h.' 
did not chuse to tak<ithe risk ho would transmit 
the paper as? sent to him, to a printer who was well 
knowm to be less cautious than himself. “ Tlie in- 
closed,” says liCjin oneof his notes, “isof such im- 
portance, so very material, that it muxtho given to 
the public immediately. / ivill not though 

1 think you perfectly safe. All T say is that I 
roly upon your care to have it printed either 
to-morrow in your own paper, or to-night in the 
I’aoquet®.” — To the same eflect is the following 
upon .another occasion. “ 1 hope you will ap- 
prove of announcing the inclosed JuKius to- 
morrow, and publishing it on Monlla 3 ^ It, for 
any reasons that do not occur to me, you slioiihJ 
think it unadviscablo to print it as it stands, 1 
must intreat the liivour of you to transmit it t./ 
Bingley, and satisfy him that it is a real .h.xiO'j, 
worth a North Briton extraordinary. It will be 
impossible for me to have an opportunity of hI 
tering any part of it 

' IVli.ifr lA.-tlM’s, N'o. 

^ M. i\ >. -M. 

/; 2 


^ Itl. Kn. 
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Upon the printer’s being menaced with a 
'prosecution on the part of the Duke of Grafton, 
in consequence of the publication of Junius’s 
letter to him of the date of December 12 , 1769 , 
accusing this nobleman of having, in the most 
corrupt and sinister manner, cither sold or con- 
nived at the sale of a patent place in the collec- 
tion of the customs at Exeter, he writes as fol- 
lows : “ As to yourself I jjm convinced the mi- 
nistry will not venture to attack you ; they dare 
not submit to such an enquiry. If they do, 
shew no fear, but tell them plainly you will jus- 
tify, and subpama Mr. Hine, Burgoyne, and 
Bradshaw of the Treasury : that will silence them 
at once The printer, however, was still fear- 
ful, and could not avoid expressing himself so 
to his invisible friend ; who thus replied to his 
proposal of volunteering an apology : “ Judge 
for yourself. I enter seriously into the anxiety 
of your situation ; at the same time I am strongly 
inclined to think that you will not be called 
upon. They cannot do it without subjecting 
nine’s affair to an enquiry, winch would be worse 
than death to the minister. As it is they are 
more seriously stabbed with this last stroke than 
with all the rest. At any rate, stand firm : (I 
mean with all the humble appearances of con. 


* Private Letters, No. 15. 
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irition;) if you trim, or faulter you will lose 
friends, without gaining others The friend* * 
ly advice thus shrewdly given was punctiliously 
followed j and tlie predictions of Junius were 
more than accomplished : for the minister not 
only did not dare to enforce his menaces, but at 
the same time thought it expedient to drop ab- 
ruptly the prosecution of Mr, Vaughan, which 
this attack upon, him was expressly designed to 
light ofti and to drop it too, after the rule 
against Vaughan had, been made absolute. 

Upon the publication of Junius’s letter to 
the King, Woodfall was not quite so fortunate-— 
but his invisible friend still followed him with as- 
sistance; he offered him, as has already been 
observed, a reimbursement of whatever might 
be his pecuniary expenses, aild aided him in a 
still higher degree with the soundest prudential 
and legal advice. Upon a subsequent occasion 
also, he makes tlie following observation. “As 
to yourselt', I really think you in no danger. 
You are not the object, and punishing you 
Avould be no gratification to the King*.” — But 
upon this subject, the following is one of the most 
important notes, as, although he expressly denies 
f)X\ professional knowledge of the law, it sufficiently 
proves that he was better acquainted with it than 
many who are actual practitioners. “ I have care- 

' Private Leltcrs, No. 17. 


’ Id. No. 43. 



':o PRFXIMINAUY ESSAY. 

fully periised the Tnfoy'maiton ; it is so loose arid 
’ill-drawn that lam persuaded Mr. DeGrcy' could 
not have had a hand in it. Their inserting the 
whole, prox es they had no strong passages to fix 
on. I still think it will not be tried. If it should, 
it will not be possible for a jury to find you 
guilty'.” 

In his first opinion he was mistaken ; in his 
second he was correct. The cause was tried at 
Nisi Prius — hut no one has yet forgotten that 
the verdict returned was “ guilty of printing and 
publishing only which in' fact implied not 
guil/i/ at all k 

It is to this cause, as has been already glanced 
at, W'o arc chiefly intlehted for an acknowledged 
and Tincqtiivocal right in the jury to return a 
general verdict — that is, a verdict that shall em- 
brace matter of law as xvell as matter of fact. 
Upon the ambiguity of the verdict however, in 
the case before ns, a motion xvas made by the de- 
fendant’s counsel in arrest of judgment ; at the 
same time that an opposite motion xvas advanced 
by the counsi’l tor the crown, for a rule upon the 
{lefendant to show cause >vhy the verdict should 
not be entered up according to the kgal import of 
the words. On both sides ^ rule to shew cause was 

^ At t.niL' Atlmney Cit-ncral. * Private Letters, No. ^0. 
’ See Ilk'll, j to p. 18 of Ihiit Volume, and p. o! 

■vol H. 
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granted, and the matter being argued before the 
court of King’s Bench, Lord Mansfield, whose • 
opinion was strongly in favour of the verdict be- 
ing entered up, , was supported by the single 
opinion of Mr. Justice Smyth alone — the rest 
of the judges unanimously opposing his lord- 
ship’s construction. The result was the grant of 
a new trial, which, however, was not proceeded 
in, for want of proof of the publication of the 
paper in question. 

That Junius was quick and irritable in con- 
ceiving disgust, sftid vehement and even at times 
malignant in his enmities, we may equally as- 
certain from his private and his public commu- 
nications. In the violence of his hatreds almost 
every one whom he attacks is guilty in the ex- 
treme ; there are no degrees "of comparison ei- 
ther in their criminality or his own detestation : 
the whole is equally superlative. If the Duke 
of Grafton be the object of his address, “ every 
villain in the kingdom,” says he, “ is your 
friend' — the very sunshine you live in is a pre- 
lude to your destruction*.” If Lord Mansfield 
fall beneath his lash, “ I do not scruple to af- 
firm, with the most solemn appeal to God for 
my sincerity, that in my judgment he is the 
w’orst and most dangerous man in the king- 
dom*.” An opinion corroborated by him in 

* Vol, H. p. 401. * Id. p. 406. » V«l. II. I>. U3.* 
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his private' correspondence ; “ We have got the 
• rascal down,” says he, “ let us strangle him 
if it be possible'.” In like manner addressing 
himself to Lord Barrington, “ "You are so de- 
tested and despised by all parties (because all 
parties know you) that England, Scotland, and 
Ireland have but one wish concerning you*;” 
while his note to the printer accompanying this 
address, closes thus : “■ The proceedings of this 
wretch arc unaccountable. There must be some 
mystery in it which 1 liope will soon be disco- 
vered to his confusion. Next to the Duke of 
Grafton I verily believe the blackest heart in the 
kingdom belongs to Lord Barrington K” Even 
Scajvola, an anonymous vviiter, whom he knew 
not, is “ a blockhead” and “ a fbol*^” for opposing 
him : Svvinney, for his impertinent enquiry of 
Lord G. Sackville, “ a wretched and a dangerous 
fool* ;” and Garrick, on the same account, “ a 
rascal, and a vagabond*.” 

Yet it is not difficult to account for the more 
violent of his political abhorrences ; and which 
seem, indeed, to have been almost exclusively 
directed against the three ministerial characters 
just enumerated in conjunction with the earl of 
Bute : for his attacks upon the Duke of Bedford 

' Private Lctiers No. 21. * ^li'Cellancou'^ Letters, No. txi 

^ Pr,\at< I.eltei!', No. 01. * IJ. No. 40 and 47. 

' * M. So. 5. ‘ Id. No. 41 and 43. 
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and Sir William Blackstone, are “but light and 
casual when compared with his incessant and 
unmitigated tirades against these noblemen. 

Firmly rooted in the best Wliig principles of 
the day, he had an in\'incible hatred of Lord Bute 
as the grand prop and foundation-stone of Tory- 
ism in its worst and most arbitrary tendencies : 
as introduced into Carlton-house against the con- 
.sent of his present Majesty’s royal grandfather, 
through the overweening flivouritisni of the prin- 
cess dowager of Wales ; as having obtained an 
entire ascendaifcy over this princess, and through 
this princess over the King, whose non-age had 
been entirely entrusted to him, and through the 
king over the cabinet and the parliament itself. 
The introduction of Lord Bute into the post of 
chief preceptor to his Majesty was in our au- 
thor’s opinion an inexpiable evil. “ 2'haty’ says 
he, “ was the salient point from which all the mis- 
chiefs and disgraces of the present reign took 
life and motion.” Vol. II. p. 65. Thus despising 
the tutor, he could have no great reverence for 
the pupil : and hence the personal dislike he too 
frequently betrays, and occasionally in language 
altogether intemperate and unjustifiable, for the 
Sovereign. Hence, too, his unconquerable preju- 
dice against Scotchmen of every rank. 

The same cause excited his antipathy against 
Lord Mansfield, even before his Lordship’s arbi- 
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trary line of conduct had proved that our au- 
thor’s sus})icioiis concerning him were well- 
ibunded. Lord MansHcld was a Scotchman : 
but this was not the whole. Under the patron- 
age of Lord Stormont, he had been educated 
with the highest veneration for the whole Stuart 
family, and especially for the Pretender ; whose 
health, when a young man, had been his fiivor- 
ite toast, and to whom his brother was private 
and confidential secretary. It was for these sen- 
timents, and for tlie politics which intruded them- 
selves in his judicial procecdiiigs, where the 
crown was coimerned, that our author expressed 
himself in such bitter terms against the chief 
Justice, “ Our language,” says he, in Letter xli. 
Vol. II. p. 160 , “has no term of reproach, the 
mind has no idea of*detestation, which has not 
already been happily applied to you, and ex- 
hausted. — Ample justice has been done, by abler 
pens than mine to the separate merits of your life 
and character. Let it be my humble office to 
collect the scattered sweets, till their united vir- 
tue tortures the sense. 

His detestation of the Duke of Grafton pro- 
ceeded from his Grace’s having abandoned his 
patron Lord Chatham, and the Whig principles 
into whicii he had been initiated under him, to 
gratify his own ambition on the first offer that 
occurred : from his having afterwards united 
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sometimes with tlie Bedford party, sometimes 
with Lord Bute, and sometimes with other coh- 
nexious of whatever principles or professions, 
■whenever the union appeared favourable to his 
personal views ; and from his having hereby pre- 
vented that general coalition of the diftereiit di- 
visions of Whig statesmen, which must in all 
probability have proved permanently triumphant 
over the pow’er of tjie King himself “ My ab- 
horrence of the Duke,” says Junius, “arises from 
an intimate knowledge of his character, and 
from a thorough conviction that his baseness has 
been the cause of greater mischief to England 
than even the unfortunate ambition of Lord 
Bute'.” 

It was not necessary for Lord Barrington to 
be a Scotchman in order to*cxcite the antipathy 
of Junius. He might justly despise and even 
hate him (il‘ it be allowable to indulge a private 
hatred against a public character of any kind) 
for his political versatilities and w^ant of all prin- 
ciple ; for atrocities indeed, which no man can 
yet have forgotten, and which never can be bu- 
ried in forgetfulness but with tlie total oblivion 
of his name. Barrington, independently of these 
general considerations, liowever, was the man 


‘ Yolli. p.3n. 
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who moved for Wilkes’s expulsion from parlia* 
mcnt, in which he was seconded by Mr, Rigby. 

These wei’e prime objects of our author’s 
abhorrence j and in proportion as other politi- 
cians were connected with them by principles or 
want of principles, confederacy, nation or even 
family, he abhorred them also. 

Ilis reasons for believing that the constitu- 
tion allows him to regard the reigning prince as 
occasionally culpable in his own person, are 
given at large in his Preface. To few people 
perhaps in the present day will they carry 
conviction. But, bating this single opinion, his 
view of llic 2)rincij)lcs and powers of the consti- 
tution, appears to be ecpially correct and per- 
spicuous. Upon the (jucstion of general war- 
rants ; of the right wf juries to return general 
verdicts, or in other words, to determine upon 
the law as w ell as upon the fact ; of the unli- 
mited j)owTi' of Lords Chief Justices to admit to 
bail ; of the illegality of suspending acts of par- 
liament by ju'oelamation, we ow'c him much ; he 
was a w'arm and rigid supporter )f the co-extent, 
as w’ell as co-existence of the three estates of 
the government, and it was from this principle 
alone that lie argued against the system of inde- 
finite privilege as appertaining to citlier house 
individually ; and as allowing it a power of ar- 
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bitrary punishment, for what may occasionally 
be regarded as a contempt o^uch house, or a 
breach of such privilege. 

Personally and outrageously inimical, how- 
ever, as he was, to the reigning prince, and 
earnestly devoted as he seems to have been to 
the cause of the people, neither his enmity nor 
liris patriotism hurried him into any of tliose 
political extravagansies whicli have peculiarly 
marked the character of the present age : a li- 
mited monarchy, like our own, he openly pre- 
ferred to a republic j he contended for the con- 
stitutional right of impressing, in case of emer- 
gency, sea-faring men for the common scr\’ice 
of the country j strenuously oj)posed the sup- 
porters of the Bill of Rights, in their endea- 
vours to restore annual parliaments, and their 
liinciful, but as it appeared to him, unconstitu- 
tional plan of purifying the legislature by dis- 
franchising a number of boroughs which they 
had chosen to regard as totally corrupt and rot- 
ten : and anterior to the American contest was 
as thoroughly convinced as Mr. George Gren- 
ville himself of the supremacy of the legislature 
of this country over the American colonies'. 

Upon the first point he observes: “ I can more 


* See Miscellaneous Letters, No x. as well as various (Jthers 
in the year 1768. 
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readily admire the liberal spirit and intogni', 
than the sound jjy^gment of any man, who pre- 
fers a republican form of government, in this or 
any other empire of equal extent, to a monarchy 
so qualified and limited as ours. I am con- 
vinced, that neither is it in theory the wisest 
system of government, nor practicable in thi- 
country'.” Upon the second point he appears 
to have been chiefly influenced bj' judge Foster’s 
argument on tfie legality of pressing seamen, 
and his comment on tliat argument maybe seen 
in his observations, Vol. II. p! 381 audp. 393. 
Upon the third and fourth points he thus ingen- 
uously expresses himself: “ Whenever the ques- 
tion shall Ijc seriously agitated, I will endeavour 
(and if I hvc, will assuredly attempt it,) to con- 
\ince the linglish nation by arguments, lo 7)ifj 
understanding unanswerable, < hat they ought t(' 
insist upon a Irianuat, and banish the idea of’ an 

annuel parliament. As to cutting away the 

1 often l)oiou‘’'Iis, I a'u as much ofiended as an\ 
man at seeing so nimiy of tiicm lualer the direct 
influence of the crown, oral fhc dispo'-al of pri- 
vate persons; yet 1 o\mi I have both dotibts 
and ap)nehensi()us, in regard to the ri!incdy 3-011 
propose. I sluii! bo charged, pcriiaps, with an 
•fftnusuiU wan!, of ]>(>litical intropiditv, when J 

* ' 'M-Mi.n. 3 i/, 



VUELTMINARY ESSAY. 


^■j'J 

honestly confess to you, that I am startled at the* 
idea of so extensive an amput^on. In the first 
place, I question the power dc jure of the legis- 
lature to ilisfranchise a number of boroughs upon 
the general ground of improving tlie constitu- 
tion. — When you propose to cut away the rot- 
ten parts, can you tell us what parts are perfect- 
ly sound? Arc there any certain limits, in 
fact or theory,' to irtbrm you at what point you 
must stop, — at what point the mortification 
ends ' ?” 

Junius has been repeatedly accused of having 
been a party-man, but perhaps no political sa- 
tirist was ever le.ss so. To Mr. Wilkes and 
Mr. Horne he was equally indiHerent, except 
in regard to their public principles and pub- 
lic characters. In his estimation the cause 
alone was every thing, and they were only of 
value as the temporary ami accidental support- 
ers of it. “ Jjct us employ these men,” says 
he, “ in whatever departments tlieir various 
abilities are best suited to, and as mueli to the 
advantage of the common cause, as their differ- 
ent inclinations will permit. — If individuals have 
no virtues their vices may he of iisi; to us. I 
care not wfith what prineijile the new-born patriot 
is animated, if the measures he supports an- 
bcncfieial to the comimniily. The nation is in- 

‘ Vo!. IJ. 1.. n.'i-.s 
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terested in his conduct. His motives are his own. 
The properties of a patriot are perishable in 
the individual, but there js a quick succession 
of subjects, and the breed is worth preserv- 
ing'.” It was in this viiw of the politics of 
the day, that he privately cautioned his friend 
Woodfall, as has been already noticed, “ to be 
on his guard against patriots * and in the 
consciousness of possessing,h. truly independent 
spirit, that he boasted of being “ disowned, 
as a dangerous auxiliary, by every party in the 
kingdom’’,” his creed not expressly comporting 
with any single party croeil whatever. 

Yet there were statesmen whom he believed 
to be truly honest and upriglit, and for whom 
he felt a personal as well as a ])olitical reverence : 
and it is no small prqof ol‘ the keenness of his 
penetration that the charactci’S, whom he thus 
singled out from the common mass of pretenders 
to gcnuijie ])atriotism, have been ever since grow- 
ing in the public estimation, and are now justly 
looked back to as the pillars and bulwarks of the 
English constitution. His high opinion of the 
general purity and viitue of Lord Camden wc 
have already noticed. “ Lord Bute,” says he, 
in describing several others of whom he equally 
approved, “ found no resource of dependence 
or security in tiic proud, imposing superiority 

f 

' Vol. II. !>. .?IG. ."SG. * Private Letters, No. U. 

' Vol. II. i*. 205. 
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or Lord Chatham’s abilities, the slirewcl, in- 
flexible judgment of Mr. Grenville', nor in the 
mild, but determined iutegrit/'*6f Lord Roek- 
iiigham*.” He also seems disposed to have en- 
tertained a good opinion of Lord Holland ; and 
tin's is the rather entitled to attention, as the 
<)])inion was communicated confidentially. “ I 
wish,” says he, “ Lord Holland may acquit 
himself with honour if his cause be good, he 
should at once have published that account to 
which he relei’S in his letter to the niayor^.” 
^\'ith I'cspect to Mr. Sawbx'idge, and his worthy 
colleague, he observes, “ My memory fails me 
if I have mentioned their names with disre- 
spect ; — unless it be reproachl’ul to acknow- 
ledge a sincere respect tor the character of Mr. 
Sawbridge, and not to have questioned the in- 
nocence of Mr. Oliver’s intentions'*.” And 
again, adverting to the former, “ It were much 
to be desired, that we had many such men as 
Mr. Sawbridge to represent us in parliament. — 1 

' or all the political cliaractci's of the day Mr. Grenville ap- 
pears to have been onr author’s favourite ; no man was more 
open to censure in many parts of his eoruluel, but he is never 
censured : while, on the contrary, he is extolled wherever an 
o])portunity oflers; yet Junius positively asserted that he had 
no personal knowledge of Mr. Grt?nville. Compare Miscella- 
neous Letterh, No. xii. July JO, 17G8, with Vol. I. p. 193. 

^ P. 167 of this Vol. ^ Private Letters, No. 

^ Vol. II. p.310. 

VOL. 1. F 
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speak from common report and opinion oiil} , 
^ Y’hen I impute to him a speculative predilection 
in favour of a republic. — In the personal con- 
duct and manners of the man, I cannot be mis- 
taken. He has shewn himself possessed of that 
re})ublican firmness, which the times require, and 
by whicli an English gentleman may be a-’ use- 
fidly and as honourably distinguished, as aiiv 
citizen of ancient Rome,, of Athens, or Lace- 
daemon*.” 

Yet the times were too corrupt, and the in- 
stances of defection too numerous, to allow so 
wary a statesman as Junius to regard even these 
exal'.cd characters without occasional suspicion 
and jealousy. Much as he approved of the 
Marquis of Rockingham personally, he regarded 
him publicly as forming a feeble administration 
that dissolvcil in its own weakness^. He had 
more than once some doubts of the motives 
botli of Lord Camden and Lord Chatham ; their 
oj)j)osition at the cojnmencement of the Ameri- 
can contest he was jealous of; and ascribed it 
rather to political pique than tc liberal patriot- 
isni\ To his friend he writes tliu.s confidenti- 
ally, “ The Duke of Clrutlon lias been long la- 
boining to detach Camden‘S and in unison 
with tins idea he tells his Lordsliip himself puli- 

• ‘ Vd. II, j . ,M{>. 

' (.1. t> 


^ 24'^ of this voliimt* 

^ l^n vatc f.etti'r-* No. 47 
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licly, “ If you decline this honourable office, 
I fear it will be said that, for some months past^ 
you have kept too mu^ company with the Duke 
of Grafton*.” And even as late as August, 
1771, when Lord Chatham had been progres- 
sively growing on his good opinion, he thus 
cautiously praises him. “ If his ambition be 
upon a level 'with his understanding he 
judges of what is ti’iily honourable for himselfj 
with the same superior genius, which animates 
and directs him to eloquence in debate, to wis- 
dom in decision, even the pen of .Iunius shall 
contribute to reward him. 'Recorded honours 
shall gather round his monument, and thicken 
over him. It is a solid fabric, and will support 
the laurels that adorn it.— I am not conversant 
in the language of panegyric. — TJiese praises 
are extorted from me j but they will wear well, 
for they have been dearly earned*.” 

In his religious opinions Junius has been ac- 
cused of deism and atheism ; but on what ac- 
count it seems impossible to ascertain ; he has 
by others been conceived to have been a dis- 
senter^ ; yet with as little reason. To judge 
from the few passages in his own writings that 
have any bearing upon the question, and wdiich 
occur chiefly in his letter, under the signatiue 

‘ Vol. II. p. 443. * Id.p. 310, 311. 

t-ililion of tUo Letters of Jlmu.s VoI. 1. p. t>f). 
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of Philo-Junius, of August 26, 1771, he ap- 
•pears to Jiave been a Christian upon the most sin- 
cere conviction ; one of whose chief objects was 
to dcfeml the religion established by law, and 
who was resolved to renounce and give up to 
public contempt and indignation every man who 
should be capable of uttering a disrespectful 
word against it. To the religion of the court, 
it must be conlessed that he was no friend; and 
}o speak the truth it constituted, at the period 
in ([ucstion, an anomaly not a little difficult of 
solution. To behold a sanctuary self-surround- 
ed by a moat of pollution ; a prince strictly and 
exeniplarily j)ions, selecting for his confidential 
advisers men of the most abandoned debauchery 
and profligacy of life, demanded, in order to 
penetrate the niyslery, a knowledge never com- 
pletely ac(|uired till the present diiy, which has 
sufficiently demonstrated how impossible it is for 
a king of I'higland, to exercise at all times a 
real option in the appointment of his minis- 
ters. The severity with which our author uni- 
formly satirized every violation of public de- 
corum, at least entitles him to public grati- 
tude, and does credit to the purity of his heart' : 
and if his morality may be judged of by various 
occasional observations and advices scattered 
throughout his j>rivate intercourse with Mr. 

• Sec especially Vol. I. p. 153, 154, 155, 159, 160, 236, 237. 
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Woodfall, some instances of which have already 
been selected, it is impossible to do oihcrwisc** 
than approve both his principles and his con- 
duct. 

Whether the writer of those letters had any 
other and less worthy object in view than that 
he uniformly avowed, namely, a desire to sub- 
serve the best political interests of his country, it 
is impossible to ascertain with precision, it is un- 
questionably no common occurrence in liistory, 
to behold a man thus steadily, and almost inces- 
santly, for five years, volunteering his services 
in the cause of the j)eoplc, amidst abuse and 
slander from every party, exposed to unixersal 
resentment, unknown, and not daring to be 
known, without having any personal object to 
acquire, any sinister motive of individual ag- 
grandisement or reward. Yet nolhing either 
in his public or private letters affords us the re- 
motest hint that he was thus actuated'. Through- 
out the whole, from first to last, in the midst of 
all his warmth, and rancour, his argument and 
declamation, his appeal to the public, and his 
notes to his confidential friend, he seems to 
have been influenced by the stimulus of sound 
and genuine patriotism alone. With this he 

‘ Tlie only hint which can be gathered tiiat he had an^' 
l>i'o-.pf;ct at any time of engaging in public life, i.s in PnvSlc 
Letters, No. 17 : but even this is of questionable meaning. 
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commenced his career, and with this he retired 
from the field of action, retaining, at least a 
tw^vemonth afterwards, the latest period in 
which we arc able to catch a glimpse of him, 
the same political sentiments he had professed 
on his first appearance before the world, and still 
ready to renew his efl<)rts the very moment he 
could pci'ceive tliey had a chance of being at- 
tended with benefit. Under these circumstances, 
therefore, however difficult it may be to acquit 
him altogctlicr of personal considerations, it is 
still more difficult, and must be altogether un- 
just, ungenerous, and illogical to suspect his 
integrity. 

It has often been said, from the general 
knowledge he has evinced of English jurispru- 
dence, that he must have studied the law pro- 
fessionally : and in one of his Private Letters 
already quoted, he gives his personal opinion 
upon the mode in which the information of the 
King against lYoodfidl was drawn up, in a man- 
ner that may seiwe to countenance such an 
opinion. Yet on other occasions he speaks ob- 
viously not from his own knowledge, but from a 
considtation with legal practitioners : “ The in- 
formation,” says he, “ will o.ily be for a misde- 
meanour, and I am advised that no jury, and 
esoecially in these times, will find it'.” In like 


' Pri\ate Letters, No, 18. 
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manner, although lie affirms in his elaborate letter 
to Lord Mansfield, “ I well knew the practice, 
ol' the court, and by what legal rules it ought 
to be directed' yet he is for ever conteinnlhg 
the intricacies and littlenesses of special pleading, 
and in his Preface declares uncqiiiiocally, “ I 
am no lawyer by profession, nor do 1 pretend 
to be more deeply read than every English gen- 
tleman should be in the laws of his count ry. If 
therefore the principles T maintain are truly con- 
stitutional, I shall not think myself answered, 
though I should'be convicted of a mistake in 
terms, or of misapplying the language of the 
law\” 

That he was of some rank and consequence 
seems generally to have been admitted by his 
opponents, and must indeed necessarily follow, 
as has been already casually hinted at, from the 
facility with which he acquired political informa- 
tion, and a knowledge of ministerial intrigues. 
In one place he expressly affirms that his “ rank 
and fortune place him above a common bribe* 
in another “ I should have hoped that even 
mij name might carry some authority with it, if 
I had not seen how very little weight or con- 
sideration a printed paper receives even from the 

r 

* Vol. II. p. 409. * P. 10, 11 of this volume. 

^ Miscellaneous Letters, No. liv, VoL III. p. 
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respectable signature of Sir W. Draper'.” On 
^ two occasions he intimates an intention of com- 
j)Osing a regular history of the Duke of Grafton’s 
administration. ‘‘ 'riiese observations,” says he, 
“ general as they are, might easily be extended 
into a tiiithful liistory of your Grace’s adminis- 
tration, and may perhaps be the employment of 
a future hour* j” and in a note .subjoined to a 
subsc(pient letter, “ tlie history of this ridiculous 
administration shall not be lost to the jniblic^” 
And on one occasion, and on one occasion only, 
he appears to hint at some prospect, though a 
slender one, of taking a part in the government 
of tJie country. It occurs in a private letter to 
Woodlall : “ 1 doubt raucb whether I shall ever 
have the pleasure of knowing you ; but, iflJiinji'.s 
lake Ihc turn I c.rpcct, you shall know me hi/ mi/ 
U'ork.s'^ ” 

Of those who have critically analyzed the 
style of his compositions, some have pretended 
to prove that he must necessarily have been of 
Irish descent or Irisli education, from the pecu- 
liarity of his idioms ; while, lO shew how little 
dependence is to be placed upon any such 
observations, others have equally pretended 
to prove, from a similar investigation, that he 

* P. 71 of tViii, volume; * Id. }>. 132. 

^ Vol. 11. p. 70 . * Private Lettcrf, No. 17. 
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could not have been a native either of Scotland 
or Ireland, nor have studied in any university 
of either of those countries. The fact is, that 
there are a few phraseologies in his letters pecu- 
liar to himself ; such as occur in tlie composi- 
tions of all original writers of great force and 
genius, but which arc neither indicative of any 
particular race, nor referable to any pro\-inciaJ 
dialect. * , 

The distinguisJu'ng fc.iturcs of his style are 
arilonr, spirit, perspii-uity, classic-al correetness, 
sententious, epigrammatic compression : his cha- 
ractex’islic ornaments keen, indignant invectiAc, 
audacious interrogation, shrewtl, severe, antithe- 
tic retort, proud, presumptuous disdain ol' the 
pow'crs of his adversary, pointed and appropriate 
allusions that can never be mistaken, but are 
often overcharged, and at times ))orliaj)s totally 
unfounded, simijes introduced, not for the pur- 
pose of decoration, but of illustration and energy, 
brilliant, burning, admirably selected, and irre- 
sistible in their application'. In his similes, how- 

* llic following character of his style and tale nts is the pro- 
duction of a ]>cii contciiiporancons hut liostile to hun. It oc- 
curs ill a loiter in the Public Advert i.scr suhsevihed Alciphron, 
and dated August 22, 1771. The WTitcr had well studied 
him. 

The admiration that is so lavi.dily bestowed upon this 
w riter, atlords one of the clearc.sl proofs, pcrliap.s th.it eftn he 
fonnd, how much more easily men are sw^ayed hy llie nnagi- 

iiation. 
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ever, lie is once or twice too recondite, and in 
kis grammatical construction still more fre- 
quently incoi'rect. Yet the latter should in most 
instances perhaps, if not the whole, be rather 
atti'ibutod to tlie difficulty of revising the press, 
and the peculiar circumstances under which his 
work was printed and published, than to any in- 
accuracy or classical misconception of his own. 
As to tJie surreptitious copies of , his letters, he 
frequently complains of their numerous errors. 
Indeed,” says lie, “ they are innumerable’ 
and though the genuine edition labours under 
very considerably fewei, and on several occa- 
sions received his approbation on the score ol‘ 


nation, Oran by the jutl|xnient; and that a frrtilr invention, 
i;litterinj; lanjrvia^cv, aiul soiindin^' j^riods, act with far ^mitcr 
force upon the mind, than tlie simple deductions of .sober 
rca-^oninij, or the calm evidence of facts. For the talents 
of JuMU'i never appeared in demoii.st ration. 

Raj)id, violent, and impetuous, he affirms without reason, 
and decide''* without proof; as if In ft ared that the .«loiv methods 
of induction and argument would interrupt him in his jiro^nss, 
and throw obstacles in the \vay of his career- But though he 
advances with the largest strides, his steps arc inca.surcd. His 
ex])ressions are selciled with the most anxious care, and his 
periods terminated iii harmonious cadence. Thus he captivate s 
by his r«>ufidence, by the turn of his seiiteiu’es, and by the 
force of Ills words. His readers are persuaded because they 
are agilateil, and convinced because they are pleased, 'fheir 
assent, the refore, i» never withheld ; though they scarcely know 
why', or even to what it is yielded.'* 

* Private IjCtters, No. 5. 
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accumcy, yet it would be too much to assert 
that it is altogether free from errors. In truth* 
this was not to be expected, for it is not known 
that a single proof sheet (excepting those con- 
taining the first two letters) was ever sent to 
him. “ You must correct the press yourself^” 
says he in one of his letters to Woodiall ; “ but 
J should he glad to see corrected proofs of the 
two first sheets'.” Jhe Dedication and Preface 
he certainly did not revise. 

Yet if the grammatical construction be oc- 
casionally imperlect, (sometimes hurried over by 
the author, and sometimes mistaken by the 
printer) the general plan and outline, the train 
of argument, the bold and fiery images, the 
spirited invective that pervade the whole, ap- 
pear to have been always selected with the ut- 
most care and attention. Such finisJicd forms ol* 
composition bear in themselves the most evident 
marks of elaborate forecast and rcvisal, and the 
author rather boasted of the pains he had be- 
stowed upon them than attempted to conceal 
his labour. In recommending to Woodfall to 
introduce into his purposed edition various let- 
ters of his own writing under other signatui'es, 
he adds, “ If }'Ou adopt this plan I shall point 
out those which I would recommend j for you 
know, I do not, nor have I time to give equal 


* Private Letters, No. 40. 
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care to them aJl. — As to Juxh's I must wait lor 
I'Vcsh mattcj', as this is a character which must 
be kept up with credit'.” 'Die private note ac- 
company iiii;' his first letter to Lord Manslicld 
commences thus, The inclosed, tlu)nj> h be^un 
witJiin these fi’w days, Iki.s bcc7i grcail,; laixmred ; 
it is v(‘ry correctly co}»ied ; and I beg tliat you 
will lake care that it he literally ])rinted as i? 
stands':” The note accompanying’ his last and 
most celebrated letter observe-s as follows : At 
last J have concluded nny ri'txd ren/’/, and as- 
sure jou witli no ^mali labour'.” t)n sending 
the additional ))apers fl)r the geiunne eilition he 
averts, 1 have no \ie\v hut to .scr\’e you, and 
consequently ha’. e only to desire that llu‘ Dedi- 
cation I’.d IVeiace may he correct. Look to it ; 
“—it you lake if upon uanself’, T will not forgive 
your suflering it to he sjioiled. / rec/”// everij 
rx’orr/ ; and even/ aUendion, in my eyes at least , is 
a blemistd.’’' In like manner in his letter to Mr. 
Horne, he inferrogdes him, “ What public 
question have I declined, what villain have I 
spared ? Is Ihei'c m labour in the composition of 
Ittese letters^ ?" In ellect no excellence of' anv 
kind is to be attained wdthoul labour: and the 
degree of' excellence that characterises the style 

' I’ru.iu' LctliTN, No. 7. '* Id. No. 21. 

5 Id. No 40. Id. No. 40. 

5 Vol. II. P..30S. 
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ol’tlicse addresses, intrinsically demonstrates the 
exercise of a labour unsparing and unremitted:' 
Mr. Horne, in his reply, attem})ts to ridicule this 
acknowledgment : “ I com]):issionatc,” says he, 
“your labour in the composition of your letters, 
and will communicate to you the secret of my 
nucuey. — Truth needs no oiuameut; and, in 
■ ;\ ' iiii.ioii, vvhat she borro'.v< of the pencil is 
it !<c' iirv ' Vet iy) man e\ cr bestowed more 
pai'i . . j'. i'.N ■ >i !c^ - 'ions than Mr. Horne has 
ic‘ I. i )i (I ! - >(. iia\e been more ashamed 

,.ie I his act'. ersar\ . To have 

luailo >1 * 1)1 niv old have been honest to Inm* 
self, useful to ih< young, and salutary to the 
conceited. 

His most elaborate letters are th:" to rhe 
King, and that to Lord lVl.in*slield upon (he law 
of bailments ; oiu* of his most sarcastic is that 
to the Duke if Grafton, of the date ol‘ May SO, 
1769 ; and one of his best ami most truly valu- 
able that to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 
dated Oct. 5, 1771, upon the best means of 
uniting the jarring sectaries of the popular party 
into one common cause. 

His metaphors are peculiarly brilliant, and 
so numerous, though seldom unnecessarily in- 
troduced, as to render it difficult to know wliere 
to lix in selecting a few examples. The follow* 


‘ Vol. H. f . 320. 
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ingare ably managed, and require no explanation. 

The ministry, it seems, are labouring to draw 
a line of distinction between the honour of the 
crown and the rights of the people. This new 
idea has yet been only started in discourse, for, 
in effect, both objects have been equally sacri- 
ficed. I neither understand the distinction, nor 
what use the ministry propose to make of it. 
The King’s honour is that.iof hi^ people. Their 
honour and real interest are the same.— I am 
not contending for a vain punctilio. — Private, 
credit is wealth; public honour is security. — TIic 
feather that adorns the royal bird, supports its 
flight. Strij) him of his plumage and you fix him 
TO the earth'.” Again: “Above all things, let me 
guard my countrymen against the meanness and 
folly of accepting of a trifling or moderate com- 
pensation for extraordinary and essential injuries. 
Concessions, such as these, are of little moment 
to the sum of things ; unless it be to prove, that 
the worst of men are sensible of the injuries 
they have done us, and perhaps to demonstrate 
to ns the imminent danger of our situation. 
In the shipwreck of the state, trifles float and 
are preserved ; while every thing solid and valu- 
able sinks to the bottom, aiid is lost for ever*.” 
Once more; “The very sun-shine you live in, 
is a prelude to your dissolution. When you 

' Vol. II, I>. 194. * M. p. .359, 3(i0. 
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.ire ripe, you shall be plucked'.” The com- 
mencement of his letter to Lord Camden shaH‘ 
furnish another instance : “ 1 turn with pleasure, 
from that barren waste, in which no salutary 
plant takes root, no verdure quickens, to a 
ciiaracter fertile, as I willingly believe, in every 
great and good qualification^.” 

In a few instances his metaphors are ratlicr 
too lar-fetched w retjonditc : “Yet for the benefif 
of the succeeding age, I could wish that your 
retreat might be deferred, until your morals shall 
l)c happily ripened to that maturity of corruption, 
at which the worst examples cease to be conta- 
gious^” The change which is perpetually taking 
place in the matter of infection gives it progres- 
sively a point of utmost activity ; — aflcr which 
period, by the operation of *lhe same continued 
change, it becomes progressively less active, till 
at length it ceases to possess any effect whatever. 
Tlie parallel is correctly drawn, but it cannot be 
fbllow'ed by every one. In the same letter we 
have another example : “ 11 is views and situ- 

ation required a creature void of all these pro- 
perties ; and he was Ibrced to go through every 
division, resolution, composition, ami refine- 
ment of political chemistiy, beioi'c he ha])pily 
arrived at the cwpvjt mortuuni of vitriol in your 


* Vol. II. p. 406. ’‘Id.]). 411. 

^ VoJ. 1. p. 172. 
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Grace. Flat and insipid in your retired state, 
but brought iiito action, you become vitriol 
again'.” This figure is too scientific, and not 
quite correct : vitriol cannot, j)ropcrly speaking, 
be said to be, in any instance, a caput mortuum. 
He seems, however, to have been unjustly 
charged Avith an incoiigniity of metaphm in his 
repartee u})on llie following obsenation of Sir 

Draper, “ You, indeed,are a tyrant of another 
sort, and upon >our political bed of torture can 
excruciate any subject, from a first minister down 
to such a grub or butterfly as myself'^.” do 
this remark his reply was as follows : “ If Sii- 

W. Draper’s bed be a bed of torture, he has 
made it for himself. I shall never interrupt hh 
repose'^.” We need not ramble so far as to vin- 
dicate the present use of this last Wonl by re- 
ferring to its Latin origin : he himself has justly 
noticed under the signature of Philo- Junius, that 
those who jiretend to espy any absurdity cither 
in the idea or expression, “ cannot distinguish 
between a sarcasm and a contradiction^.” 

To pursue this ciitique further would be to 
disparage the judgment of the reader. Upon 
the whole these letters, whether considered as 
classical and correct compositions, or as ad- 
dresses of popular and impressive eloquence. 


• Vol. L j.. 167. 


" Vol. II. p. 10. 
'' la. p. ^29. 
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nre well entitled to die distinction they have ac- 
quired ; and* quoted as they have been, witli * 
admiration, in the senate by such nice judges 
and accomplished scholars as Mr. Burke and 
I..ord Eldon, eulogized by Dr. Johnson, and 
admitted by the author of the Pursuits of Lite- 
rature, to the same rank among English classics 
as Livy or Tacitus among Roman, llici-e can be 
no doubt that they .will live commensurately 
with the language in which they are com])Osed. 

Tliese few desultory and im))erfect hints are 
tlie whole that the writer of this essay has been 
able to collect concerning the author of the 
latters of Junius. Yet desultory and imperfect 
as they are he still hopes that they may not he 
utterly destitute both of interest and utility. 
Although they do not undertal’c positively to as- 
certain who the author was j they offer a fair 
tost to point out negatively who lie was not ; 
and to enable us to reject the pretensions of a 
host of persons, whose fHcnds have claimed for 
them so distinguished an honour. 

From the observations contained in this 
essay it should seem to follow unquestionably 
that the author of the letters of Junius was an 
Englishman of highly cultivated education, 
deeply versed in the language, the laws, the 
constitution and history of his native country : 
that he was a man of easy if not of affluent eii*- 

VOL. I. 
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cumstances, of unsullied honour and generosity, 

' who had it equally in his heart and in his power 
to contribute to the necessities of other persons, 
and especially of tliose who were exposed to 
troubles of any kind on his own account ; that 
he was in habits of confidential intercoiu*se, if 
not with different members of the cabinet, with 
politicians who were most intimately familiar 
with the court, and entrusted with all its secrets : 
that he had attained an age which would allow 
him, without vanity, to boast of an ample know- 
ledge and experience of the world : tliat during 
the years 1767, 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, and 
part of 1772, he resided almost constantly in 
I.,ondon or its vicinity, devoting a very large 
portion of his time to political concerns, and 
publishing his political lucubrations, under dif- 
ferent signatures, in the Public Advertiser ; that 
in his natural temper, he was quick, irritable and 
impetuous ; subject: to political prejudices and 
strong personal animosities ; but possessed of 
a high independent .spirit; honestly attached 
to the principles of the constitution, and fearless 
and indefatigable in maintaining them ; that he 
was strict in his moral conduct, and in his at- 
tention to public decorum , an avowed member 
of the established church, and, though acquaint- 
ed with Englisli judicature, not a lawyer by pro- 
fession. 
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What other characteristics he may have pos< 
sessed we know not ; but these are sufficient ; ' 
and the claimant who cannot produce them con- 
jointly is in vain brought forwards as the author 
of the Letters of Junius. 

The persons to whom this honour has at 
different times, and on different grounds been 
attributed are the following : Charles Lloyd, a 
clerk of the Treasury,, and afterwards, a deputy 
teller of the Exchequer j John lloberts, also a 
clerk in the Treasury at the commencement of 
his political life,* but afterwards successively 
private secretary to Mr. Pelham when chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, member of parliament for 
Harwich, and commissioner of the board of 
trade * ; Samuel Dyer, a man of considerable 
learning, and a friend of Mr. llurkc and of Dr. 
Johnson j William Gerard Hamilton, another 
fiiend and patron of Mr. Burke ; Edmund Burke 
himself; Dr. Butler, late bishop of Hereford ; 
the Rev. Philip Rosenhagen ; Major-General 
Charles Lee, well-known for his activity during 
the American war ; John Wilkes ; Hugh Mac- 
auley Boyd ; John Dunning, Lord Ashburton ; 
Henry Flood ; and Lord George Sackville. 

Of the three first of tliese reported authors 

^ Anonymously accused of having written the«e letters in 
tlic Public Advertiser, March 21, 1772, et passim. • 
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of the Letters of Junius, it will be sufficient to 
■ observe, without entering into any other fact 
^vhatever, that Lloyd was on his death-bed at 
the date of the last of Junius’s private' letters ; 
an essay, which has sufficient proof of having 
been written in the possession of full health and 
spirits ; and wliich, together witli the rest of 
our author’s jirivate letters to the Printer of the 
Public Advertiser, is in tjie possession of the 
proprietor of this edition, and bear date January 
19th, 177S. While as to Roberts and Dyer, 
they had both been dead for' many months an- 
terior to this j)criod : Lloyd died, after a lin- 
gering illness, January 22d, 1773 ; Roberts July 
13th, and Dyer on September 15th, both in the 
preceding year. 

Of the two next reputed authors, Hamilton 
had neither energy nor personal courage enough 
for such an undertaking *, and Burke could not 


* Hamilton, from hi> having ojicc made a brilliant speech in 
the lower House oflri eat Britain and ever afterwards remain- 
ing silent, was called Single-speech Har’illon. In allusion to thia 
fact, and that he was the real Junius, there is a letter in the 
Public Advertiser of November 30, 1771, addressed to Wil- 
liam Junius Single-speech, Esq. The air of Dublin how- 
ever, >hould seern, according to Mr. Maloneys account of him, 
(o have been more favourable to his rhetorical powers than that 
of Westminster : for this writer tells us that Mr. Hamilton made 
not less than five speeches in the Irish Parliament in the single 
.^sston of 17 til — 'i. Parliamentary Logic, Pref. p. xxii. 
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have written in the style of Junius, which was 
precisely the reverse of his own, nor could lie’ 
have consented to have disparaged his own 
talents in the manner in which Junius has dis- 
paraged them in his letter to the Printer of tlic 
Public Advertiser, dated October 5, 1771 ; in- 
dependently of which, both of them solemnly 
denied that they were the authors of these let- 
ters, tlamilton to Mr.^Courtiiey in his last illness, 
as that gentleman has jiersonally informed the 
editor ; and Burke expressly and satisfactorily to 
Sir William Drape'r, who purposely interrogated 
him upon the subject j the truth of which denial 
is, moreover, corroborated by the testimony of 
the late Mr. Woodfall, who repeatedly declared 
that neither of them were the writers of tliese 
compositions. Why Burke wa.s so early and 
generally suspected of having written them it is 
not easy to say j but that he was so suspected is 
obvious not only from the opinion at first enter- 
tained by Sir William Draper, but from various 
public accusations conveyed in different news- 
papers and pamphlets of the day ; the Public 
Advertiser in the month of October containing 
one letter under the signature of Zeno, addressed 
“ to Junius, alias, Edmund, the Jesuit of 
Omers • j” another under the signature of Pliny 


* See Note to Letter i-.m. 
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Junior, a tHird under that of Querist, a fourth 
under that of Oxoniensis, and a fifth under that 
of Scaevola ; together with many others to the 
same effect: and, as has already been hinted at, 
an anonymous collector of many of the letters 
of Junius, prefixing to his own edition certain 
anecdotes of Mr. Burke, which he confidently 
denominated “ Anecdotes of Junius,” thus pur- 
posely, but fallaciously,, identifying the two 
characters *. 

If however there should be readers so inflex- 
ible as still to believe that Mr. Burke was the 
real writer of the Letters of Junius, and that his 
denial of' the flict to Sir William Draper was only 
wrung from him under the influence of fear, it 
■will be sufficient to satisfy even such readers by 
shewing that the’ system of politics of the one 

* In addition to the above proofs that Burke and Junius, 
were not tlie satiie person, the editor raijifht refer to the prose- 
cution wliich Mr. Burke instituted a^iiist Mr. Woodfall, the 
Printer of the Public Advertiser, and conducted with the ut- 
most acrimony for a paper deemed libellous that appeared in 
this journal in the course of 1783. 'Considerable interest was 
made with Mr. Burke to induce him to drop this prosecution 
in diflerent stages of its progress, but he was inexorable. The 
cause was tried at (iuildball July 15, 1784, and a verdict of a 
hundred pounds damages was obtained against the printer ; 
the whole of which was paid to the prosecutor. It is morally 
impossible tliat Junius could have acted in this manner : every 
anecdote m the preceding sketch of his public life forbids the 
belief that he could 
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was in direct .opposition to that of the other 
upon a variety of the most important points., 
Burke was a decided partisan of Lord Rocking- 
ham, and continued so during the whole of that 
nobleman’s life: Junius, on the contrary, was 
as decided a friend to Mr. George Grenville. 
Each was an antagonist to the other upon the 
great subject of the American Stamp Act. 
Junius was a M^arm and powerful advocate for 
triennial parliaments ; Burke an inveterate ene- 
my to them. To which the editor may be 
allowed to add, that while Mr. Burke in eorrect- 
ing his manuscripts for the press, and revising 
them in tlieir passage through it, is notorious for 
the numerous alterations he was pci’petually 
making, the copy with which the late Mr. 
Woodfall was furnished by Junius for the ge- 
nuine edition of his Letters contained very few 
amendments of any kind. 

The following extracts from Mr. Burke’s 
celebrated speech on American taxation, de- 
livered April 1 9 , 1774, will put the reader into 
possession of that gentleman’s arguments upon 
each of the above public questions, and, com- 
pared with the short subjoined extracts from 
Junius, will justify the contrast which the editor 
has thus ventured to offer. It will also present 
the reader with a brilliant specimen of the 
eloquence of both characters. 



*104 


PRELIMINAIiy ESSAY. 


Mr. Burke observes, in tJie course of tliis 
celebrated speech', that “In the year 1765, 
being in a very private station, far enough 
from any line of business, and not having 
the honour of a seat in this house, it was my 
fortune, unknowing and unknown to the then 
niinistrv, bv the intervention of a common 
frieiitl to become connected with a very noble 
person, and at tJie licad of the treasury de- 
])artnient, [Lord Rockingham.] It was in- 
deed in a situation of little rank and no con- 
secpience, suitable to the mediocrity ol‘ my 
talents aiid pretensions. But a situation near 
enough to enable me to see, as well as others, 
what was going on j and J diil see in that noble 
person such sound principles, such an enlarge- 
ment of mind, such clear and sagacious sense, 
and such unshaken fortitude, as have bound me, 
as well as others much better than me, by an 
inviolable attachment to him from that time 
forward*." 

“ 1 think the cnquii’) lasted in the com- 
mittee for six weeks J and at its conclusion 
this house, by an inde])cndent, noble, spirited, 
and uncxpecteil majority ; by a majority that 
will redeem all the acts ever done by majorities 
in parliament ; in the teeth of all the old iner- 

‘ Scc' y VO. t'dit of liiisvtorkK, Vol. II. ]). .389. cl. 

Burke’s Works, Vol. II. p. ;{99. 
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conary Swiss of state, in despite of all the spe- 
culators and augurs of political events, in de- 
fiance of the whole embattled legion of veteran 
pensioners and practised instruments of a court, 
gave a total repeal to the stamp-act, and (if it 
had been so permitted) a lasting peace to this 
whole empire'.” 

“ I Avill likewise do justice, I ought to do it, 
to the honourable gentleman who led us in this 
house [General C’onwayj. Far from the duj)li- 
city wickedly charged on, him, he acted his 
part with alacrity and resolution. We all felt 
inspired by the example he gave us, down even 
to myself, the weakest in that phalanx. I declare 
for one, I knew well enough (it could not be 
concealed from any body) the trur* state of 
things ; but, in my life, I bever came witli so 
much spirits into this liousc. It was a time for 
a imn to act in. We had ])ovverful enemies ; 
but we had fiiithfid and determined friends; and 
a glorious cause. We had a great battle to fight ; 
but we had the means of fighting ; not as now, 
when our arms are tied beliind us. We did 
fight that day and conquer*.” 

“ I remember, Sir, with a melancholy plea- 
sure, the situation of the lion, gentleman [Ge- 
neral Conway] who made the motion for the 


' Buikc’b Work!,, Vol. II. p. 40-1. 


Id. p. m.* 
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repeal ; in that crisis, when the whole trading 
interest of this empire, crammed into your lob- 
bies, with a trembling and anxious expectation, 
waited almost to a winter’s return of light, their 
fate from your resolutions. When, at length, 
you had determined in their favour, and your 
doors thrown open, shewed them the tigure of 
tlieir deliverer in the well-eamcd triumph of his 
important victory, from the whole of that grave 
multitude there arose an iiivoluntary burst of 
gratitude and transport. They jumped upon 
him like children on a long absciit lather. They 
clung about him as captives about their re- 
deemer. All England, all America, joined in 
his applause. Nor did he seem insensible to 
the best of all earthly rewards, the love and 
admiration of his fellow-citizens. ‘ Hope ele- 
vated and joy brightened his crest.’ I .stood 
near him ; and his face, to use the expression 
of the scripture of the first martyr, ‘ his face 
was as if it had been the face of an angel.’ I do 
not know how others feel ; but if I had stood 
in that situation, I never would have exchanged 
it for all that kings in their profusion coidd be- 
stow. I did hope, that that day’s danger and 
honour would have been a bond to hold us all 
together for ever. But, alas ! that, with other 
pleasing visions, is long since vanished. 

■ “ Sir, this act of supreme magnanimity 
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has been represented, as if it had been a mea- 
sure of an administration, that, having no 
scheme of their own, took a middle line, pil- 
fered a bit from one side and a bit from llie 
other. Sir, they took no middle lines. Theif 
differed fundamentally from the schemes of both 
parties ; but they preserved the objects of both. 
They preserved the authority of Great Britain. 
They preserved the equity of Great Jlritain. 
They made the declaratory act ; they repealed 
the stamp-act. They did both fully ; because 
the declaratory act was "without qualification, and 
the repeal of the stamp-act total' ” 

** Sir, the agents and distributors of false- 
hoods have, with their usual industry, circulated 
another lie of the same nature witli the tbnner. 
It is this, that the disturbances arose troin the 
account which had been received in America of 
the change in the ministry. No longer awed, 
it seems, with the spirit of the former rulers, 
they thought themselves a match for what our 
calumniators choose to qualfy by the name of so 
feeble a ministry as succeeded; Feeble in one 
sense these men certainly may be called ; for 
with all their efforts, and tliey have made many, 
they have not been able to resist the distempered 
vigour, and insane alacrity with which you arc 
•rushing to your ruin^.” 


* 15urkc% Work^, Vol. II. p. I<t9 ' tl. p. lH. 
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“ On llii.s business of America I confess 1 
am serious, even to sadness. I have had but 
one opinion concerning it since I sat, and before 
I sat in parliament- ***** J honestly 
ami soicmnly declare, 1 have in all seasons ad- 
hered lo tlie system of 1766, for no other reason 
than tluit I tliiiik it laid deep in your truest inter- 
ests, and that, by limiting tlie exercise, it fixes 
on the finnest foundations^ a real, consistent, 
well grounded autliority in parliament. Until 
you come hack to that system, there wall be no 
peace for Kngland'.” 

“ No man can believe, that at this time 
of day 1 UK'an to lean on the venerable memory 
of a great man, whose loss we deplore in com- 
mon. Our little ])arty diHercnccs have been 
long ago composc'd ; and I have acted moie 
Avith him, anti certainly Avith more pleasure 
Avith him, than e\er I acted against him. Un- 
doubtedly Mr. Grenville A\as a first-rate figure 
in this country. With a mascidine understand- 
ing, and a stout and resolute heart, he had an 
ap])licatiou tindissipatetl and uiiAvcaried. He 
tof)k public business not as a duty' which he 
Avas to fulfil, but as a pleasure he was to en- 
joy' j and he seemed to have no delight out of 
tliis house, e\ce])t in such things as some Avay 
related to the business that Avas to be done with- 


‘ IJnrkc’., Work', Vol. 11. p. 439. 
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in it. If he was ambitious, I will say this for 
him, his ambition was of a noble and generous 
strain. It was to raise himself not by the low 
pimping politics of a court, but to win his way 
to power, through the laborious gradations of 
public service ; and to secure himself a well- 
earned rank in parliament, by a thorough know- 
ledge of its constitution, and a perfect practice 
in all its business. ,***^*##* 
He was bred in a profession. lie was bred to 
the law, which js, in my opinion, one of the 
first and noblest of human sciences ; a science 
w'hicli does more to quicken and invigorate the 
understanding, than all the other kinds of'Icarn- 
ing put together j but it is not apt, exeei)t in 
persons very happily born, to open and to libe- 
ralize the mind exactly in the same proportion'.” 

Let the reader compare tlie opinions con- 
tained in the above extracts with the following, 
taken almost at hazard, from different produc- 
tions of Junius, and he will have no difficulty 
in determining that the writer of the one set 
could not be the wTiter of the other. 

“ To prove the meaning and intent of the 
legislature, will require a minute and tedious de- 
duction. To investigate a question of law de- 
mands some labour and attention, though very 


‘ Burke’s Worla, Vol II. p. .S89. 
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little genius or sagacity. As a practical profes- 
sion, the study of the law requires but a mo- 
derate portion of abilities. Hie learning of a 
pleader is usually upon a level with his integrity. 
The indiscriminate defence of right and wrong 
contracts the understanding, while it corrupts 
the heart. Subtlety is soon mistaken for wisdom, 
and impunity for virtue. If there be any in- 
stances upon record, as some there arc un- 
doubtedly, of genius and morality united in a 
lawyer, they are distinguished by their singula- 
rity, and operate as exceptions’.” 

“ Whenever the question shall be seriously 
agitated, I will endeavour (and if I live, will as- 
surcdly attempt it,) to convince the English 
nation, by argumeuts to my understanding un- 
answerable, that they ought to insist upon a 
triennial, and banish the idea of an annual 
parliament. ***** I am convinced tliat, 
if shortening the duration of parliaments (which 
in .effect is keeping the representative under the 
rod of the constituent) be not made the basis 
of our new parliamentary jurisprudence, other 
checks or improvements signify nothing*.” 

“ Wlien the Septennial Act passed, the legis- 
lature did what, apparently and palpably, they 

' Vol. If. p. *111, 413 of thcprestnl alition. 

* Id. 11. 445. 
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had no power to do ; but they did more than 
people in general were aware of; they, in effect 
disfranchised the whole kingdom for four years*.” 

“ It would be to no purpose at present to re* 
. new a discussion of the merits of the Stamp Act, 
tliough I am convinced that even tlie people 
who were most clamorous against it, cither never 
understood, or wilfully misrepresented everj^ part 
of it. But it is trilly astonishing tliat a great 
number of people sliould liavc so little foreseen 
the inevitable copsequcncc of repealing it. * * 
******* There was indeed one man, £G. 
Gremalle] who wisely foresaw every circumstance 
which has since happened, and who, with a pa* 
triot’s spirit, opposed himself to the torrent. He 
told us, that, if we thougl)i: the loss of out- 
standing debts, and of our American trade, a 
mischief of the first magnitude, such an injudi- 
cious compliance with the terms dictated by the 
colonies, was the way to make it sure and una- 
voidable. It was lie moriare, mori. We sec the 
prophecy verified in every particular, and if 
this great and good man was mistaken in any 
one instance, it w^as, perhaps, that he did not 
expect his predictions to be fulfilled so soon as 
they have been*.” 

“ It is not many months since you gave me 

• Vol. II. p. 447. 

r> 


* Id p. 513. 513. 
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an opportunity of demonstrating to the nation, as 
lar as rational inference and probability could 
extend, tl)at the hopes which some men seemed 
to entertain, or to profess at least, with regard 
to America, wei'c without a shadow of founda- 
tion. ******* Blit whatever were their 
views or expectations, w'hethcr it was the mere 
enmity of party, or the real persuasion that they 
had but a little time to live in office, every cir- 
cumstance that I then foretold is confirmed by 
experience. ^ ***** * \Vc find ourselves 
at last reduced to the dreadful alternative of 
either making w'ar upon our colonics, or of sufl 
lering tliem to erect themselves into independent 
states. It is not that 1 hesitate now upon the 
choice we are to make. Kvery thing must be 
hazarded. Hut what intamy, what punishment 
do those mep deserve, w’hose fidly or whose trea- 
chery hath reduced us to this state, in which 
wc cannot give up the cause without a certainty 
of ruin, nor maintain it widiout such a stniggle 
as niust shake the empire. ******* Mr. 
Conw'ay since last December has, in the face of 
the House ol' Commons, defended the resistance 
of the. colonies upon what he called revolution 
principles. ******* ff we look for their 
motives, w'e shall find them such as weak and 
interested men usually act upon. 'Diey were 
weak epough to hojie that the crisis of Great 
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Britain and America would be reserved for their 
successors in office, and they were determined to* 
hazard even the ruin of their country, ratlier 
than furnish the man [G. Grenville] whom they 
feared and hated, witli the melancholy triumph 
of having truly foretold the consequences of 
their own misconduct. But this, such as it is, 
the triumph of a heart that bleeds at every vein, 
they cannot deprive him of They dreaded the 
acknowledgment of his superiority ov'er them, 
and the loss of their own authority and credit, 
more than the rebellion of near half the empire 
against the supreme legislature. ******* 
It is impossible to conceal from ourselves, that 
we are at this moment on the brink of a dread- 
ful precipice ; the question is whether we shall 
submit to be guided by the hand which hath 
driven us to it, or whether we shall follow the 
patriot voice ^G. Grenville’s] which has not 
ceased to warn us of our dangers, and which 
would still declare the way to safety and to ho- 
nour*.” 

“Whether it be matter of honour or reproach, 
it is at least a singular circumstance, that who- 
ever is hardy enough to maintain the cause of 
Great Britain, against subjects who disown her 
authority, or to raise his voice in defence of the 
laws and constitution, is immediately pointed 

* Miscellaneous Letters^ No. xxix. Vol. III. p. 73. 

VOL. I. // 
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out to tlie public for Mr. Grenville’s friend * 
****** It is true he professes doctrines 
which would he treason in America, but in En- 
gland at least he has the law's on his side, and 
if it be a crime to support the supremacy of the 
British legislature, the Sovereign, the Lords and 
C’oinmons are as guilty as he is. * * ■■■^ * * * *^ 
If the pretensions of tlie colonies had not been 
abetted by somctlung worse, than a faction 
here the stamp act would have executed itself. 
Every clause of it was so full and explicit that 
it wanted no further instruction ; nor w’^as it of 
that nature that required a military hand to 
carry it into execution. For the truth of tliis 
I am ready to a})peal even to the colonies 
themselves. ********* Your corres- 
pondent [who had an.swercd Miscell. Lett. xxix.J 
confesses tliat Mr. Grenville is still respectable; 
yet he warns the friends of that gentleman not 
to provoke him, lest he should tell them what 
'hey may not like to hear. These are but words. 
He means as little when he commends as when 
lie condescends to aj)plaud. I et us meet upon 
the fair ground of trutli, and if he finds one 
vulnerable part in Mr. Grenville’s character, let 
him fix his poisoned arrow tliere'.” 

“■ If tlicre be any thing improper in this ad- 
dress, [a letter addressed to G. Grenville]] the 

' Mi'nilineous Letters, No. xxxi. Vol. Ill, p. 83, 
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singularity of your present situation will, I hope, 
excuse it. Your conduct attracts the attention^ 
because it is highly interesting to the welfare of 
the public, and a private man who only expresses 
what thousands think, cannot well be accused 
of flattery or detraction. ******* This 
letter, I doubt not, will be attributed to some 
party friend, by men who expect no applause 
but from their dependents. But you, Sir, have 
the testimony of your enemies in your favour. 
After years of opposition, we see them revert 
to those very measures with violence, with ha- 
zard and disgrace, which in the first instance 
might have been conducted with ease, with 
dignity and moderation. 

While parliament preserves its constitutional 
authority, you will preserve yours. As long as 
there is a real representation of the people, you 
will be heard in that great assembly with atten- 
tion, deference and respect ; and if fatally for 
England the designs of the present ministry 
should at last succeed, you will have the conso- 
lation to reflect that your voice was heard, until 
the voice of truth and reason was drowned in 
the din of arms ; and that your influence in par- 
liament w'as irresistible, until every question 
was decided by the sword'.” 

How far the same principles were supported 


' Misctllaneous Letters. No. liii. Vol. III. p. 193. 
// 2 
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by the same writer under the signature of JuNlusj 
'the reader will find in Vol. I. p. 54. and Vol. II. 
p. 350. and it is not necessary to copy farther. 

Mr. Malone, in his pi’efacc to a well-known 
work of Mr. Hamilton, entitled Parliamentaiy 
Logic ' , oilers a variety of remarks in disproof 
that this gentleman was the writer of the letter's, 
several of which arc possessed of sufficient 
force, though few persons will perhaps agree 
with him in believing that if Hamilton had 
written them, he would have written them 
better. The following ai*e his chief arguments : 

“ Now (not to insist on his own solemn as- 
severation near the time of his death, that he was 
not the author of Junius*) Mr. Hamilton was so 
far from being an ardent party man, that during 
the long period above mentioned Qfrom Jan. 
1709 to Jan. 1772] he never closely connected 
himself with any party. * • * * Notwithstand- 
ing his extreme love of political discussion, he 
never, it is believed, was heard to speak of any 
administration or any opposition with vehemence 
cither of censure or of praise ; a character so 
opposite to the fervent and sometimes coarse 
acrimony of Junius, that this consideration 
alone is suflicient to settle the point, as far aS' 

* 1^. x.\ix. tt seq, 

^ '' It litu'i been biiui that he at the same time cleclareil that 
he k/ictu who vva.< I lie author; hut unquestionably he neveiK 
made any such declaration/' malone. 
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relates to onr author, for ever. * * # * On the 
question — who rvas the author ? — he was as Iree* 
to talk as any other person, and often did ex- 
press his opinion concerning it to the writer of* 
this short memoir ; an opinion nearly coinciding 
with that of those persons who appear to have 
had the best means of information on the subject. 
In a conversation on this much agitated point, 
he once said to* an ultimate friend, in a tone 
between seriousness anil pleasantry, — ‘ You 
know, H******* *n, I could have written 
better papers than those of Junius and so the 
gentleman whom he addressed, who was himself 
distinguished for his rhetorical powers, and a 
very competent judge, as well as many other 
persons, thought. 

“ It may be added, that his style of coinjio- 
sition was entirely different from that of this 
writer. * * * * That he had none of that 
minute commissarial knowledge of petty military 
mattci*s, which is displayed in some of the 
earlier papers of Junius. 

“ And finally it may be observed, that the 
figures and allusions of Junius are often of so 
different a race from those which our author 
[[Hamilton] would have used, that he never 
spoke of some of them without the strongest 
disapprobation ; and particularly when a friend, 
for the purpose of drawing him out, affected to 
think him the writer of these papers } and ban- 
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tering him on the subject, taxed him witli that 
passage in which a nobleman, then in a high 
office, is said to have ‘ travelled through every 
sign in the jiolitical zodiac, from the scorpion, 
in which he stmg Lord Chatham, to the hopes of 
a viRo r.v,’ he. as if this imagery were much in his 
style, — Mr. Hamilton with great vehemence ex- 
claimed, ‘ had I written such a sentence as that, 
I should hav'c thought I '’had forfeited all pre- 
tensions to good taste in composition for ever I’ ” 

Mr. Malone further observes, that Hamilton 
filled the office of chancellor of the exchequer in 
Ireland, from September 1763 to April 1784, 
dui'ing the very period in which all the letters 
of Junius appeared before the public ; and il 
will not very readily be credited by any one that 
this is likely to have been the exact quarter from 
which the writer of the letters in question fulmi- 
nated his severe criminations against goveru- 
ineiit. The subject moreover of parliamentary 
reform, for which Junius Avas so zealous an ad- 
vocate, Mr. Malone expressly tells us was consi- 
dered by Hamilton to be “ ol’ so dangerous a 
tendency, that he once said to a friend now 
living, that he Avould sooner sufibr his right hand 
to be cut off, than vote for It.” 

The only reason indeed that appears for these 
letters haA'ing ever been attril.Mited to Hamil- 
ton is, that on a certain morning he told the 
Duke of Itichniond, as has been already hinted 
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at the substance of a letter of Junius which he 
pretended to have just read in tlie Public Adver-. 
tiser ; but which, on consulting the Public Ad- 
vertiser, was found not to appear there, an ape? 
logy instead of it being offered for its post- 
ponement till tlie next day, wlien the letter thus 
previously adverted to by Hamilton did actuall\ 
make its appearance. That Hamilton, tlicrefbre. 
had a knowledge of the existence and purport 
of this letter is unquestionable ; but without con- 
ceiving him the author of it, it is easy to account 
for the fact, by siipposing him (as we have sup- 
j)osed already) to have had it read to him by his 
friend Woodfall,anteccdently to its being printed. 

Another character that has been started as a 
claimant to the Letters of Junius, is the late Dr. 
Ilutlcr, bishop of Hereford, formerly secretary 
to the Right Hon. Bilson Legge, chancellor of 
the exchequer, and afterwards Lord Stawell. 
Dr. Butler was a man of some talents, and was 
occasionally a political writer, and felt no small 
disgust and mortification upon his patron’s dis- 
missal from office. But he never discovered those 
talents that could in any respect put him upon 
an equality with Junius. He was moreover a 
man of mild disposition, and in no respect cele- 
brated for political courage. To which general re- 
marks, in contravention of this gentlcman’sclaim, 


* See Preliminary Ebsoy, p. *11. 
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the editor begs leave to subjoin the follotving ex- 
'tract of a letter upon the subject, addressed by a 
friend of Dr. Butler’s, and who himself took an 
active part in the politics of the times, to a high 
official cliaraoter of the present day, and which 
he has been allowed tlic liberty of copying : — 

“ Mr. Wilkes shewed me the letters he re- 
ceived privatelif from Junius : parts of one of 
these were printed in the public papers at the 
request of the Bill of Rights. The autograph 
was remarkable — it was firm and precise, and did 
not appear to me at all disguised. Mr. M'ilkes 
had been intimate with Bishop Butler when 
quartered as colonel of the militia at Winchester; 
and from some very curious concurrent circum- 
stancc.s, he had strong reasons for considering 
that the Bishop was the author, and I had some 
reasons for conjecturing the same. Yet I must 
confess, that if these suspicions were stronger 
and more confirmed, yet I think I should re- 
quire more substantial proofs ; and my reasons 
are, that from all I was ever able to learn of the 
Bishop’s personal character, h ; was incapable of 
discovering, or feeling those rancorous senti- 
ments, so unbecoming his character as a Christian, 
and his station as a prelate, expressed toward.s 
the Duke of Grafton, Lord North, Sir William 
Draper, and others— -more especially the King. 
Nor do I think that his being the sole depository 
of his own secret, which, as Junius says, would 
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be, and I fancy was^ buried in everlasting obli- 
vion, when he was entombed ; would have ep- 
couraged him to have used such opprobrious 
language.” 

The. pretensions of the llev. Philip Rosen- 
hagcn, though adverted to in a preceding edi- 
tion of these letters, are hardly worth noticing. 
He was at one time chaplain to the 8tli regiment 
of foot ; and is said to have endca\'oured to im- 
pose upon Lord North witli a story of his having 
been the author of the letters in order to induce 
his Lordship to settle a pension upon him. It is 
sufficient to observe, that Mr. Rosenhagen, who 
was a school-fellow of Mr. H. S. Woodfall, con- 
tinued on terms of acquaintance with him in 
subsequent life ; and occasionally wrote for the 
Public Advertiser : but was repeatedly declared 
by Mr. Woodfiill, who must have been a compe- 
tent evidence as to tJie fact, not to be the 
author of Junius’s letters. A private letter ol 
Rosenhagen’s to Mr. Woodfiill is still in the 
possession of his son, and nothing can be more 
different from each other than this autograph 
and that of Junius. 

It has been said in an American periodical 
work entitled ** The Wilmington Mirror,” that 
General Lee in confidence communicated to a 
friend the important secret that he was the 
author of these celebrated letters ; but, whether 
Lee ever made such a communication or not. 
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liothing is more palpable than that he did not 
write them — since it is a notorious fact, that dur- 
ing tbfi whole, or nearly the whole of the period 
in which they successively appeared, this officer 
was on the continent of Europe, travelling from 
place to place, and occupying the whole of his 
time in very different pursuits. 

The friend to whom this communication is 
said to have been made, is a Mr. T, Rodney, who 
declares as follows in a communication inserted 
in the above-mentioned American periodical 
work. 

“ In the fall of 1773, not long after General 
Lee had arrived in America, I had the pleasure 
of spending an afternoon in his company, when 
there was no other person present. Our con- 
versation chiefly turned on politics, and was 
mutually free and open. Among other things, 
the Letters of Junius were mentioned, and 
General Lee asked me, who was conjectured to 
be the author of these letters. I replied, our 
conjectures here generally followed those started 
in England; but lor myself, I c ncluded, from 
the spirit, style, patriotism, and political in- 
formation which they displayed, that Lord 
Chatliam was the author ; and yet there were 
some sentiments there that indicated his not 
being the author. General Lee immediately 
replied, with considerable animation, affirming, 
that to his certain knowledge. Lord Chatham 
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tvas not the author ; neither did he know tvhd 
the author was, any more than I did ; that tlicre 
was not a man in tlie world, no, not even 
Woodfall, the publisher, that knew who tlic 
author was ; that the secret rested solely with 
himself, and for ever would remain with him. 

“ Feeling, in some degree, suqjrised at thi.s 
unexpected declaration, after paitsing a little, 
I replied : * No, General Lee, if you certainly 
know what you ha\ e alfirmed, it can no longer 
remain solely with him ; for, certainly, no one 
could know wliat you have aflirmed but the 
author himself!^ 

“ Recollecting himself, he replied : * I have 
unguardedly committed myself, it xvottld be 
but folly to deny to you that I am the author ; 
but I must request that you will not reveal it 
during my life ; for it never was, nor never will 
be revealed by me to any other.’ He then 
proceeded to mention se\cral circumstances to 
verify his being the author ; and, among them, 
that of his going over to the Continent, and ab- 
senting himself from England most of the time 
in which these Letter.? were first published in 
London, &c. &c. This he thought necessary, 
lest, by some accident, the author should be- 
come known, or at least suspected, w’hich might 
have been his ruin, had he been known to the 
court of London, ^c.” 
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The account from which we have made this 
extract was reprinted in the St. James’s Chro- 
nicle for April 16 , 1803 , which the editor pre- 
faces by observing, “ Of Mr. Rodney, or of the 
degree of credit that may reasonably be attach- 
ed to hi.s declaration, we know nothing ; but 
the subject is so curious, that we think our 
readers will not be averse from having their at- 
tention once more drawn to it.” ' 

The public do not in any degree appear to, 
have been influenced either by General Lee’s 
pretended assertion, or Mr. ll!odney*s positive 
declaration ; and this claim had totally died 
away like the rest, when in 1807 it was revived 
by Dr. Girdlestone of Yarmouth, Norfolk, who 
endeavoured to establish (Jcneral Lee’s preten- 
sions by a comparison of Rodney’s statement 
with Mr. Langworthy’s memeurs of the gene- 
ral’s life, in a pamphlet published anonymously, 
under tlic title of “ Reasons for rejecting the 
presumptive evidence of Mr. Almon, that Mr. 
Hugh Boyd was the writer of Junius, with 
passages selected to prove the real author of the 
I.etters of Junius.” And in consequence of this 
revival of Mr. Lee’s claim, the editor feels him- 
.>>elf called upon to examine its foundation some- 
what more in detail. 

Tlie {lassages selected are ip no respect con- 
vincing to his mind, and do not appbar to have 
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been so to that of the public^ But without 
entering upoh so disputable a question as that 
of a superiority of literary taste, it will be suffi- 
cient to remark that the great distance of Ge- 
neral Lee from England during the period in 
which the Letters of Junius were published, 
together with the difterent line of politics which 
he pursued, render it impossible that Lee could 
have been the uutlKii' of these letters. 

The correspoiulcncc of General Lee previous 
to his quitting England for America, in August, 
1773, as published by Mr. Langworlhy in the 
memoii-s of his life, and ailvertcd to in Dr. Gir- 
dlestone’s paitiphlet, exteinl through a jieriod of 
about thirteen months, from Dec. 1, 1766, to 
Jan. 19, 1768, and give us the following dates. 


1766, Dec. 1. 

25. 

1767, May l. 

2 . 

4. 

4. 

Aug. 16. 

1768, Jan. 19. 


To the King of Poland, from 
London. 

The Prince of Poland, the 
same. 

Mr. Coleman, from Warsaw. 
Mrs. Macaulcy', the same. 
Louisa C. the same. 

Lord Thanet, the same. 

King of Poland, Kainineck. 
Sir C. Davers, Dijon. 


* The letter was not addressed to Mrs. Macauley, hut ti> 
Lady Blake. Edit, of the present ^vork. 
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The dates of the letters written by Junius 
« uder his occasional signatures are as follows : 

1767, April 28. I’oplicola. 

May 28. Tlie same in answer to a 
letter of Sir William Dra- 
per’s, of May 21. 

June 24<. Anti-Sejaims, Jun. 

Aug. 25. A FaitlifiJ Monitor, on the 
subject of Lord Towns- 
licnd’s appointment to be 
I.ord Lieut, of Ireland, 
whieli took place the pre- 
ceding Aug. 12. 

Sept. 16. (.orreggio. 

Oct. 12. Moderator in answer to a 
letter of October 6. 

22. Grand Council. 

81, No signature, in answer to a 
letter of Oct. 27. 

Dec. 5, Y. Z. on the King's speech, 
on opening the parliament 
Nov. 24, 1767; the re- 
ceipt of which will be 
found acknowledged by 
the printer in his usual 
method among the “ an- 
•^wers to correspondents,” 
Noa', 80, 
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19. No signature, on the subject 
of American politics. , 
22. Downright. 

It is only necessary for the reader to com- 
pare these two lists of dates, and places j as for 
example, London, and Warsaw, or Kamineck, 
during the two months of May and August, 
and to observe the rapidity with which the 
Letters of Ju^nus were furnished, in answer to 
the different subjects discussed, to obtain a full 
proof that the latter list of letters could not 
‘have been written by the author of the former. 

These remarks however relate only to the 
year 1767. Let us sec how the account stands 
for 1769, being the year in which the author 
first appeared before the public under liis favour- 
ite signature (with the single exception of Mis- 
cellaneous Letter, No. nil.) It is difKciiIt to ascer- 
tain exactly at what places General Lee was re- 
siding during this period. Laugworthy’s memoirs 
abound with erroneous dates, which are not ma- 
terial however to the present question. The 
only serviceable hint that can be collected from 
tiiem is, tliat he was rambling somewhere or 
other abi'oad, and “ coidd never stay long in 
one place to which the editor adds, “ that w'c 
can collect nothing material relative to the ad- 
ventures of his travels, as his ^memorandum- 
books only mention the names of the towns and 

5 
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cities through which he passed. That he was a 
iKost rapid and very active traveller is certain,” 
p. 8.- Tile account furnished by Rodney con- 
firms this statement, by telling us, “ He then 
proceeded to mention several circumstances to 
\ erily his being the author and, among them, 
that of his going over to the Continent, and ab- 
senting himself from England most of the time 
in which these letters were first published in 
London, &c. &c. This he thought necessary, 
lest, by some accident, the author should be- 
come known, or, at least, suspected, which might 
liavo been his ruin, had he been known to the 
Court of London, &c.” 

It is clear, therefore, that during the whole 
or the greater part of' 1769, General Lee was 
rambling over the continent j and of course had 
no possibility of keeping up a very close cor- 
respondence with any person at home. Yet the 
following table of the Letters of Junius, written 
cither under his favourite or occasional signa- 
tures, or privately to Mr. ^/oodfall, will shew 
that in the course of this very year, the author 
maintained not less than fifty-four communica- 
tions with Mr. WoodfMl: that not a single month 
passed without one or more r'ct of intercourse : 
tliat some of them had not less than seven, and 
many of tluT.i nol less than six, at times direct- 
ed to events that had occurred only a few day.*! 
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antecedently: that the two most distant com- 
munications were not more tliau three weeks* 
apart, tliat several of them were daily, and'the 
greater number of them not more than a week 
ii otn each other. 

1709. 

8. Ociottei- 5. 

15. U. 

17. 17. 

19. 19. 

21 , 20 . 

29. November (s. 

1 . 12 . 

0. 14 

20. S 15 

21. IL 10 

24. 10. 25. 

27. 2-2. 2.'>. 

May 0. .Scjiicmlu'i’ 4. 2!> 

30. 7. JXri 111 Iter 2 

Jiuu; 0. 8. J'2. 

10. 10. 19- 

12. 19. 19. 

32. ( 25. 20. 

There is but one conclusion tliat can be 
drawn from a perusal of this table : which is, 
tliat the writer of the letters ol' which it forms 
a diary, could not liave been travelling over the 
continent during the yeaf 1765) to which it i.s 
limited, and consequently that General Lee, 
who was travelling over the pontinent, and who 
VOL. I. / 


January 21. July 

FcliiTiary 7. 

21 . 

March 3. t 

18. 

April 7. 

10. Au;rii>t 
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appears to have been chiefly in remote northwn 
parts of it could not he Junius. 

The editor has observed that it is equally 
obvious General Lee coidd not havebeen Junius, 
from the diflerent line of politics professed by 
the two characters j and not merely professed 
but fought lor to his own outlawry by the former. 
Junius, it has been already remarked, was a w^arm 
and determined friend to, Mr. George Grenville : 
a zealous atlvocate for the stamp act, Mr. Gren- 
ville’s most cclebratctl measure ; and a decided 
upholder of the ]>o\ver of the British parliament 
to legislate for America, in the same manner as 
for any county in England. And it W'as because 
Mr. Lee was an inveterate oppugner of these 
doctrines, and w'as determined to fight against 
them, and even against his native country, if 
she insisted upon them, that he fled to the 
United States, took a lead in their armies, and 
powerfully contributed to their independence. 
The ensuing extracts taken from his letters 
contained in Mr. Langworthy’s Memoirs, give 
his own opinions in his own w'ords; and they 
may be compared with those of Junius that fol- 
low the preceding extracts from Mr. Burke. 

“ You tell me the Americans are the most 
mercifui people on the face of the earth : I think 
so loo ; and the strongest instance of it is, that 
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they did not long ago hang up you, and every 
advocate for the stamp act 

“ As to tlie rest who form what is called- the 
opposition, they are so odious or contemptible, 
that the favourite himself is pretcrablc to them j 
such as Grenville, Bedford, Newcastle, and 
their associates. Temple is one of the most 
ridiculous order of coxcombs*.” 

“ A formidable opposition is ex])ecled ; but 
the heads are too odious to the nation in general, 
in my o^nnion, to carry theii' j)oiut. Such as 
Bedford, Sandwidli, G. Grenville, and, with 
submission, your friend Mansfield*.” 

We have had twenty different accounts of 
your arrival at Boston, which have bi'cii re- 
gularly contradicted the next morning ; but as 
I now find it certain that you arc arrived, 1 shall 
not delay a single instant addressing myself to 
you. It is a duty 1 owe to the ffieudship 1 have 
long and sincerely professed for you ; a friend, 
sliip to which you have the strongest claims 
from the first moment of our acquaintance ; 
there is no man from whom I liavc rcceiveil so 
many testimonies of esteem and aflcction j there 
is no man whose esteem and afxection coidd in 
my opinion have done me greater honour. * * 

’ Memoirs, p. 5t, in a letter to W. II. Drayton, a member 
of congress. 

^ Ib. p. 294. * Ib. p. 297. 

J 2 
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**’***** 1 shall not trouble you 

witli n»y opinion of tlie right of taxing America 
withoiil her own consent, as I am afraid from 
wluil I have seen of your speeches, that you 
have already I'onncd your creed on this article; 
but I will boldly affirm, had tliis i’ight been es- 
(ahlisiied by a ilunisund statutes, had America 
admitted it tioin time iniinemorial, it would be 
the duty ol‘ every good Englishman to exert his 
utmost to divest parliament of this right, as it 
must inevitably work the subversion of the 
whole emjtire. * * *.#•**#* Qjj 

these ])riuci['les, I say. Sir, every good English- 
man, abstracted of all regard tor America, must 
oppose her b(?i]ig taxed by the Britisli parlia- 
mi'ut ; tor my own part I am convinced that tio 
argument (not totally abhorrent from the spirit 
of liberty, and (lie llritisli constitution,) can be 
produced in su))port of this right. ****■ 
^ ' i ha\ e HOW', Sir, only to entreat, 

that whatev er measure you j)ursue, whether those 
which vour real lrienils(m)self amongst the rest) 
w'ould wish, or unlortunately vnose which our ac- 
cursed misrulers shall dictate, you will still be- 
lieve me to be personally, with the greatest sin- 
cerity and atfeelion, yours icc. C. Lee'.” 

It wouhl be waste of time to pursue the 

* Lf ift r jfr I'-iLw!' (I'cntryi to join the Ameri- 

cans^ Att inoif's, |i. iiJS — rj,>0. See JuNiiib’s opinion of 
Ctiitral Jiuj^oyijL, \ ol. 11. p. 5b. 
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claim of General Lee any further : though a 
multitude of similar proofs to the same elfect 
miglit be offered if necessary. 

Another character to whom tliese leitcus 
have been ascribed is Mr. ^Vilkcs; but that he 
is not the author of them must be dear to every 
one who will merely give a glance at either the 
public or the private letters. Wilkes could not 
have abused himself iu the manner he is occa- 
sionally abused iu the Ibrinei ; nor uouhl lie 
have said in the latter (since* there was no ueces- 
sity for his so sayiag) “ I have beeti out of town 
for three weeks'” at a time when he was chisely 
confined in the King’s Bench. * 

Of all the pretenders however to ihe honour 
of having written the letters of Junu s, Hugh 
Macauley Boyd has been brought forward with 
the most confidence ; yet of all of them there 
is not one whose claims are so easily and com- 
pletely refuted. It is nevertheless necessary, from 
the assurance with w'hich they have been urgetl, 
to examine them with some degree of detail. 

Hugh Macauley Boyd was an Irishman of 
a respectable family, who was educated f()r the 
bar, which he deserted, at an early age, lor ])oli- 

' Private Letters, No. 11. Tliis letter is dated Xov. ft, 
1769. Wilkes entered the Kino’s Reiirli jiriMui A|inl '~J7, 
1768, and was liberated April IS, 1770. — See further llir 
private correspondence between Ju.siv.s and Mr. Wilke.-, 
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tics, and an unsettled life, that perpetually 
involved him in pecuniary distresses ; and who 
is known as the autlior of “ The Freeholder,’^ 
which he wrote at Belfast, in the beginning of 
1770 ; “ I'hc Whig,” consisting of a series of 
revolutionary papers which he published in the 
Ij(iii(h)ii Couranl, between November, 1779, and 
IMarch, J7SO, and the “ liulian Observer,” a 
miscellany ot'])criodical essays published at Ma- 
dras in 170;]'. Iti his pulilic conversation he 
was an enthiisiaslic admirer of the style and 
principles ol‘ Junius; and iiv his political eflli- 
sions he pt'rpetually strove to imitate his man- 
ner ; and, in many instances, copied his sen- 
tences verbal] \ . On thl^ last account the three 
advocates loi' his lame, Mr. Almon who has in. 
troduced him into las Biographical Anecdotes, 
Mr. Campbell who has published a life of him, 
and pretixed it to a new edition of “ Boyd’s 
Works,” and Mr. George Chalmers, who has 
entered largely ir.to the subject, in his “Ap- 
pendix to the Supplemental Apology,” have 
strenuously contended that Boyd and Junius 
were the same jicrson ; an opinion which, they 

’ lie is also said by his friends to have written various letters 
in tlf l\d)lu' AdvtTliscr, in the years 1769, 1770, 17/1, 
and aluwwards in 1779; tlie former under a questionable 
sijvnature, iiu, latLcr iindtr that of Dcmocrates or Demo«* 
crulicus. 
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think, is rendered decisive from the following 
anecdote, as given in the words of Mr. Chalmers 
himself. 

“ Boyd was in the habit of frequenting the 
shop of Almon, w'ho detected him, as the writer 
of Junius, as early as the autumn of 1769. At 
a meeting of the booksellers and printers, H. S. 
Woodfall read a letter of Junius, which he had 
just received, because it contained a passage, 
that related to the business of the mecling. Al- 
mon had thereby aa. opportunity of seeing the 
hand-writing of ^he manuscript, w'ithout dis- 
closing his thoughts of the discovery. The 
next time that Boyd called on him in Piccadilly, 
Almon said to him, * j^ have seen a part of one 
of Junius’s Letters, in manuscript, which I be- 
lieve is your hand-writing.” Boyd imtanlly 
changed colour ; and after a short pause, he 
said, * the similitude of hand-wi iting is not a 
conclusive fact,’ [proof.] Now"^, Almon docs 
not deliver these intimations, as mere opinions ; 
but, he speaks, like a witness, to facts, w'liich 
he knows to be true. It is a fact, then, that 
Almon taxed Boyd with being the writer of 
Junius’s Letters ; that Boyd thereupon changed 
colour ; and that he only turned off the impu- 
tation, by the obvious remark, tliat comparison 
of hand-writing is not decisive evidence, to prove 
the writer. Add to this testimony, that Boyd 
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Ava,s, by nature, coufUknt^ and, by habit, a man 
of the loiv7i^ a sort oj’ character, who is not apt 
to blush. From the cpocli of this detection, it 
was the practice of Almori, wlien he was asked 
who was the writer of .Ji, xius, to say, ‘that he 
suspected Jt xn.'s was a broken f^entleinan, 
without a guinea in his pocket.’ 

Ml, Almoii% own words in relating this 
ancctlote are as ildlows : “ 'fhe moment 1 saw 
the hand-writing i liad a strong stt-spicion that it 
was Mr. Boa cl’s, whose hand-writing I knew, 
ha\ iug reccr cd scx erul kllcrs-Ji utn him concern- 
ing tioolis." And he altorwards adds in refer- 
ence to Bo} cl’s ivjilyto him, “thougli these words 
do not acknowledge theitruth of the suspicion^ 
they do not, however, positively deny it' .” 

'I’his reply, that “ the similitude of hand- 
wiitiiig is not a conclusive jiroof,” is called by 
Mr, Chalmers an “ uhrious remark he might 
liavc added that the remark is just as general as 
it is obvious^ and ec'nsecpicnlly that it admits of 
no particular deduction. I. neither denies nor 
alfirms, but leaves the questi./n, or rather tlio 
suspicion, pi ecisely where it vras at first. 

But, say these gentlemen, it Avas preceded by 
a change oJ colour ; yet whether this change 
were to a flush or a [laleness, or any other hue 

' Ixtu-r IVoiii J. Ahnciii to L. D. Campbell, ILsq. Dec. 10, 
1798. 
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does not appear. Ixjt it be taken for grant- 
ed, however, tliat tliey mean Maeaulcy Boyd 
Mushed., and coiiseqnently that he exhibited, on 
tlie spur of the moment, a secret sense of 
shame : yet what had that man to be ashamed 
of, upon a detcetioii of this kintl, who ojtenly 
gloried in tlie j)rin<‘iplcs of .Jcxn who had 
carried Ins own avowed sentiiiicnts imnieastu’- 
ably farther, who.u is tor ever |iiii)lich irni- 
latirig his style and eo)n ing his phra -es ? — this 
man, who was “by in'tiire and by 

habit a man qftfic /own, a soit of eluuaeter who 
is not apt to blush,” nothing snrely eonhl have 
given him a higher delight then to ha\e been 
suspected tohavebeih .It. n’u;s him elf; ii.nhing 
coidd more agreeably haw flattered his sanity. 
His cheeks «7o:c’<y/ with a. //ash ol' rapfiire ufton 
the supposed detection, and lie could not even 
consent to dissipate the (bnd illusion by telling 
the whole truth. Shame he could not teel ; and 
as to the passion ot' fcar it must not be mentioned 
for a moment ; fear would have made him turn 
■pah, f)ut not have hlmhed. 

Yet these gentlemen, in the ardour of their 
pursuit, prove too much (or their own cause ; 
since we at length find that, alter all, there 
was NO SIMILITUDE of liaud-writiug whatever, or 
at least none that could answer their jnirpose. 

7 
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TIic letter shewn by Woodfall, Almon asserted 
to be in the common hand-writing of Boyd, the 
hand-writing employed by him in his common 
and avowed transactions, and that he knew it 
to be Boyd's on this very account. Now it so 
happened tliat Mr. WootUiill was also well ac- 
quainted, in conscquciu’e of a similar corres- 
pondence, witli the hand-writing of Mr. Boyd; 
and AVoodfall, whose veracity could not be 
questioned, and who had liir better opportuni- 
ties of' com])ai ing the autographs together, de- 
nied that the letters of JuNius'were written in 
the hand-writing of Boyd ; adding, that Almon, 
from the casual glance he had obtained, had 
conjectured erroneously. Tlie difficulty was felt 
and acknowledged ; and the following inge- 
nious expedient was devised to get rid of it. 
It was contended tliat Boyd had, about the 
period of JefNius’s first aj)pearance, accustomed 
himself to w'hat lie used to call, and his com- 
mentators and biographers call after him, a 
disguised hand ; and tliat he uniformly em- 
ployed this disguised haml in writing tliese let- 
ters, in order to prevent detection. And Uiis 
ingenious discovery w'as afterwards brought for- 
ward us an evidence of Boyd’s good sense and 
discretion, and an additional demonstration that 
he was the actual writer of these letters. “It 
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would require strong proof indeed,*’ says Mr. 
Clialmers, “ to satisfy a reasonable mind, tliat 
the writer of Junius’s Letters would send them 
to tlie printer in his real Iiaud-writing. It is im- 
possible to conceive, that such a man, as Loyd, 
would take such successful pains to disguise his 
hand-writing, if he had not had some design to 
deceive the world.” 

But tliis is to involve the argument in even 
more self-contradiction than ever. Junjus, who- 
ever he was, wrote his let ters, we are told, in a 
disguised hand-iffiUugj in order to avoid detec- 
tion : the letter which Ahnon saw was not in a 
disguised hand-uriling, but in the open and 
avotved ha7id-’xriti/}g of Bo}'d, with which Al- 
mon was well acquainted, and which was made 
use of by Boyd in /lis common iransacdous and 
con‘esj)ondctice. ljj)on their own reasoning 
therefbi’e, Boyd could jiot have been the author 
of the letters of Junius. 

But we are told, in reply to this second difl 
ficulty, that the disguised hand-writing of Boyd, 
though diflorent from his common hand-writing, 
was nevertheless not so diiferent, but that those 
who were familiar with the latter could easily 
trace its origin, andidenlily it with the former : 
“ I have already proved,” says Mr. Campbell, 
that those who were acquainted with the owe, 
w'ould, upon inspection of the other^ discoi'cr a 
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Strong resemblance between them'.” The re- 
sult of‘ couihc is, that Ahnon penetrated the 
decc})iion, although tioiii a momentary glance, 
whiic WoodliiiJ was iiicapalde of doing so, not- 
withslaodiiig his superior opportunities. Yet 
surely never w -is, inch a either attempted 

or coiueived beline. 'J'lte author wishes, we 
are tohl, to tiisseiii!)le his hand-v. rating, in order 
to aM;/(i (lerectioii ; and he (lexises disguised 
hand-\' riiiii;-- ilsat e.'.M only be traced home, and 
ideii hi.',! 1.* dio .e e.lio are acquainted w'ith his 
cuKne.'.n i\::i'.fi-\»nfiiig ; as il’ his’ common hand- 
viiiio - eonid be. identilied by strangers as a 
matter <'!' course. 

.:\ (Hsguist'd hand-w riling that should conceal 
him li'om all xxho were ignorant of his mr/ hand- 
writing, and e.vpose him to all who were ac- 
quainted w ith it, was a truly brilliant invention, 
and altogether worthy of Mr. lioyd’s country 
and ])rei elisions. Yet after all, we must not 
liirget, that the hand- writing supposed to have 
been seen by .Union, if lloyd’sat all, was not the 
mx stieal, esoteric autography, tin y^agjgt,UT«. 
ol' the initialed, the disguised character that 
could Ire detected by nobody but those who 
xveiv aceuainted xvith his common xx'riting, but 
the common and niidisgiiised character itself, 


* Lik* ol Loyd. p. l.>7. 
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his general and avowed hand-writing employed 
on purposes of ordinary busines.s, and which, 
says Mr. Ahnon, “ I knew,” in consequence of 
“ having received several letters from hijn co>r- 

CEBNING BOOKS,” 

But this is not tlie only di.sgiiise which Mr. 
Boyd must have had recourse to, and wliich lie 
is admitted to have had recourse to, if he were 
the real author of“tl;ese celebrated epistles. He 
must have di.sg’uiscd his iisiial stifle even moi'e 
than his usual lumil-icrili/ig, and that by tlie very 
extraordinary assumption of aji excellence which 
does not elsewhere appear to have belonged to 
him ; for it is not pretended by any of his advo- 
cates that the general men I of any one of his ac- 
knoicledged productions is equal to \\\e general 
merit o\l the letters of Junius; but merelv as- 
serted that there is in his Avorks a general imita- 
tion of the manner of the latter, together with 
an occasional copy of his very phrases and images, 
and that he has at times proihiced passages not 
inferior to some of the best that Junjus ever 
wrote. “ Of all the characters,” says Mr. Chal- 
mers himself, “ Avho knew Boyd personally, I 
have only met Avith one gentleman who is of opi- 
nion that he was able to write Junius’s letters'.” 
And Mr. Campbell has hence conceived it neccs- 


' Supplement, p. 94. 
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sary to offer two reasons for this palpable infe- 
riority of style. The one is, that all the acknavo- 
ledged productions of Boyd were written in a 
hurry,— pedc in uno — while the letters of 
Juxius, contrary indeed to his otherwise uniform 
method, were possibly composed with consider- 
able pains, and corrcclcil by numerous revisions. 
The other consists of a long extract from the 
Rambler, in denial of tluj position that “ be- 
cause a man has once written well, he can never 
under any circumstances write ill 

Now the whole, of this reasoning, if reason- 
ing it may be called, is founded on gratuitous 
assumptions alone, and may be just as fairly ap- 
])lied to any one else of the supposed writers of 
the Letters of Junius as to Mr. Boyd. It is ad- 
mitted that he occasionally wrote passages of con- 
siderable mei'il j and it is admitted also, that he 
was an imitator of Junius’s style, and a frequent 
co])yist of his very words and images. But this 
last fact is against Boyd, instead of being in lus 
favour, f()r the style of Junius is original and 
strictly his own, he is nowhere a copyist, and 
much less a copyist of himself Boyd might cha- 
racteristically write, as he has done in his Free- 
holder, “ long enough have cur eyes ached over 
this banrn jn'ospect, ’where no va^dure of •virtue 
quickens f because Junius before him hadwrit- 

‘ C'auij)bi.ll’s Life of Royil, p. 31. 
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ten, “ I turn with pleasure from that barren 
xmste in U'lnch no salutary plant takes root, no ver^ 
dure quicJcens;** but Junius could not write so, 
because his genius was far too fertile for him to 
be di'iven to the dire neccssil}' of copying from 
his own metaphors, and even had he done it in 
the present instance, he was too manly a writer 
to have introducedinto thesimile the afloctcd and 
contemptible alliteration of “ verdure of virtue.’* 
If Bovd therefore wrote Junius, he must 
have been possessed of powers of which he has 
never otherwise* given any evidence wliatever, 
and must not only ha\'c disguised his hand^ but 
as was well obsei'ved on a former occasion by the 
late Mr. W. Woodtiill, have disguised his style at 
the same time ; and this loo “ in that most ex- 
traordinary way of wTiting above iiis own reach 
of literary talent,” judging of his abilities from 
every existing and achnndedged document. To 
conceive that a man of versatile genius might 
disguise his accustomed style of writing by adopt- 
ing some other style on a level xeith his oxen, is 
not difficult; but to conceive, under the cir- 
cumstances of his axiihenticated talents, that Boyd 
could disguise his avowed style by assuming that 
of Junius, is to conceive, though the diflcrence 
between them was not altogether so extreme, 
that a sign-j)ost painter might disguLse himself 
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under the style of Sir Joshua Reynolds, or a 
street-fiddler iimlor that of Cramer. 

In effect Iloyil appears to liave been an en- 
thusiastic adiniier ol' (he M'liliiigs of JuNlus, 
ambitions enough to try (o imitate them, and 
vain enough to wish to he thouglit the author of 
them, lly the deep luteiest he displayed in 
their behalf, he mice or Ixeice' induced his wife 
to challenge him with having written themj — 
when aecidcnially (axed by Ahnon with the same 
fact, he coidd not ix'strain his feelings, and his 
cheeks lhid)ed with rapture beneath the suspi- 
cion ; and when, upon a visit to Ireland in the 
year 177b, he wrote his address to the electors 
of Antrim, under the litle of “ The Freeholder,” 
he so liir succeeded by eulogizing Junius, by 
quoting his letters, and imitating his manner, as 
to induce a finv other persons to entertain the 
same idea, and, what was of no small gratifica- 
tion to him, to acquire the honour of being ge- 
nerally denominated Junius the second. Yet, 
say his advocates, he never dared to avow that 
he was Junius, because Junius had -declared in 
his Dedication, “ I am the sole depositary of my 
own secret, and it shall perish with me.” 

Upon the whole, however, these visits to 

■ 

' ^^^ainpbeU’ii Lite of Boyd; p. 1-5G, 
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Ireland arc by no means favourable to IVfr. Boyd’s 
claims ; for the letters of* Junius publislicd in 
Auj^nst, 1768, under the signatures of Atticus 
and Lucius, were written during one of them ; 
and from the rapidity with wliich they seized hold 
of the events of the moment, and replied to the 
numerous vindications and apologies of the go- 
A'ornment-jiarty, must have been tvrilten (not at 
Bcllast) but in Ltnuh^ii, or its immediate vicinity' . 


* ('ampl)el!, in liis Lite of l?oyil, p. '^2, rcUitc-N the follow ing 
anecdote of that gdilleman, wliicli fiecurml iluring the beforc- 
inenlioned visit to Ireland ni tin* summer of 1768. One even- 
ing wliilo Mr. Flood sat at his own lal>h\, nilcr dinner, enter- 
tdiniiiL*- a large company, of winch Mr. Ihiyd \va> one, he 
received an anonynioiis note, taiclosing a letter on the state of 
pariiC'^, signed Sitidocottihe. Tin' note contained a request tliat 
Mr. Idood would periisc* the iin foM tl Jettci, and that if it met 
his aj)probiJtion he would get it piihlishcd, winch he aeconi- 
iijgly did in a paper *>f the following iiioriiing, and the lei ter 
prt>duccil a very strong sensation on the public mind.^' Mr. 
Campbell proceeds to state that ‘‘ every endeavour was made. 
Without ertcct, to discover the author : that Mrs. Eoyd always 
thought that Smdcrcoiiibe was her liusbamFs production, and 
tliat many years afterw^ards sin: was satisfied that her conjecture 
was founded in fact.” If Mrs. JJoyd were correct m her con- 
jecture, a.s to licT Imsbaiid being the author of the letter under 
this signature, it would, of itscH’, all but indispulalily, prove that 
he was not the writer of the Letters of Jc nils; as on Dec. 26, 
1772, nearly twelve months after Junius had ceased to publish 
uuder this signature, and many months after he hail declined 
to write under any other, Sindcrconibe addresses the fjllow mg 
card to him : 


VOL, I. 


K 
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W'Jlilc his visit to the same country in 1772 was 
chiefly in consequence of extreme pecuniary 
distress, which had oppressed liim lor the prc> 
ceding- eighteen months or two years, and liad 
driven liim from the world, tlirough a fear of 
being arrested ; such were the ‘opposite circum- 
stances of Ji’Mus, that the latter was refusing at 
tbis very moment, the moiety of the profits re- 
sulting from the sale of h js own edition of his 
letters, repeal tally pressed upon him, and to 
which he was lairly entitled; and, offering, from 
a competent purseg a pecuniary indemnification 
to Woodfail Oil iiecount of his prosecution by the 
crown. 

1 here is, however, a note inserted in Junius’s 

tor i/u Vultic Aihertiser. 

A - Dec. 2 ( 1 , 1772 . 

SiMiT I'.ft'Miin tanunlN lliat Jlmus is silnit ;it a 
>f)n li'dl iiisiitinuM eioijuince. Suidorcoiiiln: li.i" loiijr 

vfdilt ti w'lli ni!]>\tu'noe lor the cnm|>’t.t!on of that proiiii'^e, in 
Avliich K\ir\ IVittid 1.) {jl-iTly ^odit ply intoreslcd. .li nus 
has lon».; >ioce yduiind timt tln^ corrupt aihuinL tration 

of Loi‘<I Towndn ud in In-Uind ‘ not be lost to tlic public.' 
lie now calls nj>on Ji'sn lo fnltil lli; promise.^^ 

That 1 ^ r.oyd, tiit. writer of JuNics, as Oampbell contcTiils, 
culU upon bimsdi’to fnlbl a pr->inisc tbat be had not ibc small- 
inUntMm to perform, a.s may bo .‘•ecu by reference lo Pri- 
vatt 1/ Ut I, No. {)S. Snulorconibc k a sijjruaturc of consul rrabJi 
pccuiidiny. rtibl iKAt-r a}>pcarc'l in the Public Advertiser diirinjc 
any pm* l-bat tin- author, a> JuMCb, was a cone- 

^pondciu 111 th il pa|'t f, vvlurii iIk rt -.uler will see >va'^ from 
Apiil23, l?b7, toMay 1:2, l i 7^. 
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own edition of these letters', in relation to Lord 
Indian!, and his baseness to a young and eonti- 
dontial fiiend, that has been conceived by these 
same gentlemen as almost dfecisive in fiivour of 
Mr. Boyd’s pretensions j the young man licre al- 
luded to, liaAung been, as it sliouid seem, one of 
Mrs. Boyd’s guardians; the two families to which 
the liict relates, from the peculiar motives they 
possessed for keeping ,it a secret, not being suji- 
posed to have divulged it to any one, and Mrs. 
Boyd herself having only communicated it in 
strict confidence to her husband. Yet the reader 
of the ensuing Private Letters, after witnessing 
the rapidity with which Jt;Nu;s became informed 
of Mr. Garrick’s intimation to the King, and 
k>winncy’s visit to Lord G. Sackville, will have 
no dillieulty in conceiving that Jumus, though 
totally unacquainted with JMr. Boyd or hi.s tiunily, 
might have easily acquired a knowledge of secrets 
far more securely locked up than the })resent. In 
reality, from Mr. Campbell’s own relation of this 
anecdote, it seems rather a mutter of wonder that 
it should have been a secret to any one, than that 
it should have been known to Junius at the time 
of his narrating it ; for it appears that at least 
six persons were privy to the transaction almost 
from its fii*st existence : the debauchee and the 

* See Vol. II. II. 402 ot tins work 
K 2 
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prostitute, the injured bridegroom and his two 
brothers, and Mrs. IJoyd as a part of tlie bride- 
groom’s family'. — Yet, from these tluco slender 

* In point offiict, the anecdote lierc referred to, was publicly 
known and propagated not le.ss than three years earlier than 
the firfiL edition of the I Alters of Junius, in which it is intro- 
duced as a note. Fur it appears in a letter in the Public Ad- 
vertiser of April 7, 1709, with the signature of Rccetis, written 
by this same Jimus; from whn h (lie note in question is tuil a 
mere tran.'^eri))t, and gi\en withoifi alUnng a word. And yet 
Mr. Almon, in tiu' ]neface to his onn edition of Junius’s let- 
tei>, in which he has Itiktn care to Ik >-1ow abundant abuse on 
the Printer of the Fnbhc Advertiser and his brother, because 
they did not ehn-e lo unfold Ui biin all they were acquaiiit»:d 
with on fins subjc.et, has not .scrupled to assert with his usual 
confidence, that this note ctrtainfj/ was not written till after 
Junius having finall 3 ’ ecasid to write under that signature, col- 
lected liiN letters and published them together, with many ad- 
dition^; nhich was m the course of 1772/’ Pref. p. Ivi. Tins, 
however, is finly one specimen of Mr. Almoi/s general accu- 
racy m the prosecution of his favourite topic : yet it is useless 
lo add more : the death of the writer has put him beyond all 
power of reply ; nor even thi^ have been noticed, but to 

shew how ab.surd were the pretensions of a man, so vain, so 
precipitate, and .so ineantioU", to the character of an oracle 
upon this or any other subject j and how m'lOleiil it was m him 
to charge others w ith igiioranec, incapacity and falsehood, who 
w ere possessed of better sources of information, and evinced a 
more punctilious adhert iicc to truth. The letter itself as 
follows : and it is copied for a compar ison with tlic note. 

Tf) Thr, PklM’FJl Of TJIE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

MR, woouFAUi.. 7 yipr?i, 1769 . 

Tukki: lb a certain family in this country, on w hich nature 
seems to have emuiled an hereditary baseness of disposition. 

A- 



PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 


»149 


facts, — Boyd’s imitation of the style of Junius, 
Alinon’s suspicion concerning his hand-writing, 
and the anecdote of Lord Irnhani, in conjunc- 

As far as their lii.'-tory has hern known, the son has regularly 
improved upon the vices of his father, anti lia> taken care to 
tran.sinit them pure and undiininished into the hosoin of his 
•Miccessor. In the senate, their abilities have confined them to 
those iiutnble, sordid services, in which the s-cavdioeis of the 
miin-try are usually employed. But in the na iiir»iis of pri- 
vate treachery, they '•taiid first and iinrivalltd. 'file f(»ll<‘wintv 
<torv will serve to ilhntrale the eharaettr of tliis respectable 
family, and to convince the world that the* ])resnjt po^sc.^sor 
has as clear a title to the infamy of bis ancestors, as be has to 
their estate. It deserves to be recorded ibr the* (airiosity of the 
fact, and should he given to the public as a warning to c.^cry 
Iionc'-t member of society. 

The present Lord Irnhani, who is now in the di eline of life, 
lately cultivated the aequaiiitauee of a younger brother of a 
family, with which he had lived in some degree of intiina<?y 
and iVicnddiip. The young man had long been the dup<* of a 
most unhappy Httachimnt to a common prostitute. His friends 
and relations foresaw the consequences of this connexion, ond 
did every thing that depended Ujion them to save him from 
ruin. But he had a frieinl in Lord Jrnham, wdioso advice rtn- 
dered all their endeavours incllectual. This hoary Ictrher, not 
contented with the eiijoymcntof hi> friend's mistress, was base 
enough to take advantage of the pasMous and folly of a young 
man, and persuaded him to many her. He desct nded even 
to perform the office of father tf> the prostitute. He gave her 
to Ills friend, w’ho wa.s on the point of leaving the kingdom, 
and the next niglit lay with her himself. 

Whether the depravity of the human heart can proflucc 
thing more base and detestable than this fact, must he left iiii- 
deterinined, until the son shall arrive at Jiis father’s age and 
experience. RECENS. 
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tion with a few others of a nature merely colla- 
teral, and wliich, when separated from them, 
prove nothing whatever, these gentlemen under- 
take to regard it as a moral certainty that 
Macaulay Boyd did write the Letters of Junius*/' 

TJie late Mr. Woodfall, indeed, made no 
scruple of denying the assertion peremptorily, 
admitting at tlie same time, that he was not al>. 
soluteJy certain who did write them. But this 
testimony, it seems, though from the printer 
of the letters themselves, and who, moreover, 
through the whole ]H‘riod of their publication, 
was in habits of conlidential correspondence with 
the autlior, is of no consequence. Let us see 
by vhat curious process of logic this testimony 
is attempted to be invalidated: the reader will 
meet with it in Mr. Chalmers's pamphlet, who 
thus observ'es and reasons : 

“ A few weeks after the publication of Al- 
mon's anecdotes, in 1797, Mr. H, S. Woodlall, 
meeting the anecdote writer at Longman's sho]), 
complimented him on his entertaining book ; 
‘ but said tliat he was mistcikcn in supposing 
Mr. Boyd to liavc been the author of Junius’s 
Letters; and then addetl, with an emphasis^ that 
Mr. Boyd was not the autlior of them.' To 
these cmphatical observations Mr. Almon re- 


* Sec CiKilmcibS Suj>j)](.nuiit, p. 91. Ciimpbclfs Life, 173, 
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plied, ‘ that he had no doubt of Mr. lloyd’s be- 
ing the author of those letters ; that us you, Mr. 
11. S. Woodfall, never knew who was tlic autlior, 
you cannot undertake to ay who was 7iot the 
author of those letters.’ Mr. Woodlall dcj)artcd 
witliout making any reply. AViuit reply could 
he imike ? It is absurd in any man, who does not 
know the true author of' Junius’s lettei's, to say, 
that Macaulay Boyd was not the writer of them, 
in opposition to aflirmative proo/s. Yet, Mr. 
II. S. VVoodtiill afterwards told Mr. L. T). Camp- 
bell, that ‘ Mr. Boyd was not the writer of Ju- 
Nius’s letters,’ without pretending, hoAvever, 
that he knew the true author.” 

Now every one who knew Mr. II. S. Wood- 
fiill, knew^ him also to be a man of strict, unim- 
peachable veracity; a man w’ho wouhl not have 
ventured to have spoken decisively upon lliis or 
any other point, if he liad not had very suflicient 
grounds. We are asked what re])ly he could have 
made? and are told that his negative assertion 
was absurd against the qlfiniiathr. pron/'> ottered- 
These affmnativc proofs haM* been already suffi- 
ciently noticed; our next business tlien is to 
state what reply Mr. Woodfall could have made 
if he had chosen, and jierhaps would have made 
if he had been differently addressed, of the ab- 
sm'dih/ of which the reader shall determine when 
he has perused it : it shall be founded upon nc- 
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gative arguments alone. Wood&ll well knew tlic 
hand-writings of both Junius and Boyd, and was 
in possession of many copies of both ; and know- 
ing them, he well knew they were dilferent. lie 
well knew that Junius was a man directly imjili- 
cated in the circle of the court, and immediately 
privy to its most secret intrigues : .md that 
Boyd was very differently situated, and tiiat 
whatever information he collected was by cir- 
cuitous channels alone. Junius he knew to be a 
man of aiHucnco, considerably superior to his 
own wants, refusing remunerations to which he 
W’as entitled, and offering reimbursements to 
those who suffered on his account : — Boyd to be 
laboiu'ing under great pecuniary difficulties, and 
ready to accejit whatever was offered him j or, in 
the language of Mr. Almon, “ a broken gentle- 
man without a guinea in his iiockct.” Junius he 
knew to be a man of considerably more than his 
own age, who trom a long and matured experi- 
ence of the world, was entitled to read him lessons 
of moral and prudential jihilosophy ; Boyd to be 
at the same time a very young man', who had not 
even reached his majority, totally without plan, 
and almost without experience of any kind, who 


’ Roy'i v\as horn in October 1746, and Junius’s first letter, 
under the si;;tiatnrf- of Poplicola, appeared in the Public Ad- 
vertiser April 1 767 , « hen Boyd had not, as yet, attained his 
31st year. 
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in the prospect of divulging himself to Woodfall, 
could not possibly have written to him “ after a 
LONG experieme of the •world, I affirm before 
God I never knew a rogue who was not unhap- 
py'.” Boyd he knew to be an imitator and co- 
pyist of Junius ; Junius to be no imitator or 
copyist of any man, and least of all of himself. 
Junius he knew to be a decided niixt-monarch- 
ist, who opposed th^ininistry upon constitutional 
principles; Boyd to be a wild, random repub- 
lican, who opposed them upon revolutionary 
views: Junius to be a writer who could not have 
adopted the signature of Democrates or Demo- 
craticus ; Boyd a w'ritcr wlio could, and who, w'e 
are told did do so, in perfect uniformity with his 
political creed. AVoodfall, it is trjie, did not pre- 
tend to know Junius ])ersonaily, but from his 
hand-writing, liis style of composition, age, ])oli- 
lics, rank in life, and pecuniary alllucncc, he was 
perfectly assured that .Iunius could not bl Boyd. 

It was possible therelbre for Mr. II. S. Wood- 
fall to have made soim replif if he had chosen ; 
and it was possible also for him to have said, re/th- 
otit ahsurdily, and in opjiosition to the <{(firmative 
proofs of his biographers, that Macaulay Boyd 
was no/ the writer of Junius’s Letters. 

A thousand other proofs, equally cogent and 
insurmountable, might be advanced, if neccs- 


* Private Letters, No. 41, 



*154 


PRELIMINARY ESSAY. 


sary, against the pretensions of Mr. Boyd. 
Among these let the reader compare the letter 
of Junius, subscribed Vindex, March 6 , 1771, 
Miscellaneous Letters, No. xci, in which he 
publicly ridicules Mr. Laughlin Maclean, upon 
his defence of the ministry, in regard to the. 
Falkland Islands. Mr. Laughlin Maclean is 
well kjiow’n to have been the; best and steadiest 
f riend that Boyd ever j)Osses.sed j and a friend 
who adhered to him uniuterruptcilly from 1764 
to 1778’, in which year Maclean commenced a 


' See Mr. ( ainj/heirs LilV ofBoytl^ 209,210. 

Ill p. Ill, he tlio foilowinj^ aeeoiiTil of Mr. 

ju ''upporl of 111 .'. a^HTtion lliat he lh(‘ writer of the.^ie 
lettcTt'. iTom this lime 27, 1771,] till the 20lh 

<»f January fullowin^', Mr. Boyd's whole time was occiijiied 
in ex«iininiiijv the law books ami -^tate trials ahovc men- 
tion<‘d, ami jii wrilm^ with his n.snal sreray for the Puhlie 
'\dv< j li'.er : .IiMus'b elaborate letter U> Lord Mansfield, in 
Avhieh lie Mro\e hanl to make j>'ood lus ehari^e against him, 
is dated liie 2Ut of January, 1772; about three weeks 
afier the puhhcati.iii t>f ihi.-' KUer, Mr. Boyd went to Ireland ; 
and Jlmls eca.>etl to unle iiritler that ^ij^nature for the Public 
Ad\ cruder.'’ The reader will perceive hy a rcferi‘nre to 
Private L( lu V", Nos. dO and 4vS, (hat the letter to Lord Man.s- 
liebl \\i\< finished mhuo eonMderable time before it made its 
a])pciiranre in llu* Puhhe Advertiser ; and by l ompariiio* the 
dales uf the i’.ivale J.etter.s, .subsequent U» thal public ation, 
up to Mar 11 o, 177 2, of which there cin* no le.ss than sc;ven, 
lie will he ‘‘a'l^fud thai it was totally inipo^sihlc; for the wnterr 
of the Leltri'-ot d cmi t. U - k in Ireland at thc)»criod deserihed 
by Mr. ('ainpbell. 
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voyage to India upon ofEcial business relating 
to the Nabob of Arcotlf^ It was Maclean who, 
according to his biographer, furnished Boyd 
with the greater part of tlie secret transactions 
of our own government, and the intelligence he 
made use of in relation to tl\c oriental concerns 
of the Nabob Mahomed Ali Khaan ; who largely 
and liberally assisted liim with pecuniary aid 
while at home, and^ “ laithtidly promised him 
lie would, upon hi.s return from India, assist in 
clearing him from all his pecuniary difficulties.’* 
'file proofs arc unquestionable, that the above 
letter was written by Junius ; and that he wrote 
it also in contmnpt and ridicule of Langhlin 
Maclean, who instead of being, as Mr. Camp- 
bell affirms, an opponent of the ministry at 
tills time, was an avow'cd defendant of them. 

Will Mr. Bo\ d’s biographers and advocates, 

after this anecdote, so far vilify his memory as 
to contend that it was written by himself? 

Of all the reputed authors of these cele- 
brated addresses, Dunning, Lord Ashburton, 
offers the largest aggregate ol‘ claim in his 
favour; and, but lor a few facts which seem 
decisive against him, might fairly be ailmitted 
to have been the real Junius. His age and rank 
in lile, his talents and learning, his brilliant wit, 
and sarcastic habit, his common ivsiilciicc, 
during the period in question, his jioliiical prin- 
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ciples, attachments and antipathies conspire in 
marking him as the man : but unfortunately for 
such a conclusion, Dunning was solicitor-gene- 
ral at tlie time these letters first appeared, and 
for more tiian a twelvemonth afterwards; and 
,li;.MUs liim^ell'luis openly and solemnly affirmed, 
“ 1 am DO /(rd'i/cr hij profession ; nor do I pi'Ctend 
to l>e more tleeply read than every English 
gentleman should be in the laws of his country'.” 
Diuniing was a man of high unblemished honour, 
as well as ol' high independent principles ; it 
cannot ihciel’ore be sn|)posed that he would have 
vilified the Iviiig, while one of the King’s confi- 
dential servants and counsellors; nor would he, 
as a barrister, have written to Woodfall in the 
course of a eonfidejitial correspondence, “ / r/>?i 
advised that no jury will find” a bilP. 

Another person who has had a claim ad- 
vaneetl in his favour ujmn the same subject, is 
the late eelebrated llenrv Flood, M, P. of Ire- 
land. 'I'his claim h.is only been urged within 
the last few weeks. Now, without wandering 
at large f()r proofs that Mr. Flood could not 
have been the writer of the Letters of Junius, it 
is only sidKcient to call the reader’s attention to 
the tv. o f()llo\\ing facts: 

First- Mj’. Flood was in Ireland throughout 


* Pittate, p. 10. 


* Priiate Letters, No. 18. 
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a great part of the summer of 1768 , and at a 
time when Junius, whoever he may have been, 
was perpetually corresponding with the printer ol' 
the Public Advertiser, and with a rapidity wliich 
could not have been maintained, not only in 
Ireland, but even at a hundred, and occasionally 
at less than fitly miles distance from the British 
metropolis. This fact may he collected, among 
other authorities, fivni the following passage in 
Mr. Campbell’s IJfe of" Boyil, and is just as ad- 
verse to the prctens.ons of the one as of the 
other. 

“ In the summer of 1768 Boyd went to 
Ireland for a few months, on some private busi- 
ness. During his slay in Dublin he was con- 
stantly in the conifiany of Mi*. I’lood.” 

Next, by turning to the Private Letters of 
Junius, No. 44, of the date of Nov. 27, 1771, 
the reader will find the following paragraph : “ I 
fear your friend Jerry Dyson xvill lose his Iiish 
pension.— Say “received.” 'fhe mark ^‘■re- 
ceived” occurs accordingly in the Public Ad- 
vertiser of the day ensuing. Now by* turning to 
the Irish debates of this period, we shall find 
that the question concerning this pension was 
actually determined by the Irish parliament just 
two days before the date of the above mentioned 
Private Letter, and that Mr. Flood was one of" 
the principal opponents of the grant, a circura- 
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.stance whicli precludes the possibility of believ- 
ing him to have written the letter in question. 
We shall extract the article from whence this in- 
formation is derived, from the Public iVdvertiser 
of Dec. IH, 1771. 

“ Authentic copy of the conchistou of the 
.speech which Mi*. I’lood made in the Irish House 
of Commons, on Monday the 25th of Novem- 
ber last, when the debate cn the pension of .Je- 
remiah Dyson, Esq. came on betbre the com- 
mittee of supplies : 

“ Hut of all the burthens which it has 

pleased goicrnmeut to lay upon our devoted 
shoulders, that which is the subject of the ])re- 
sent debate is the most grievous and intoleral)le. 
— Who does not Iviiow .Jeremiah Dyson, Esq. ? — 
We know little of him indeed, otherwise than 
by his name in our pension list ; but there arc 
others wlio know him by his actions. This is he 
who is endued with those happy tsdents, that he 
lias served every administration, and served 
every one with equal success — a civil, pliable, 
good-natured gentleman, wno will do what 
you will, and say what you ])lease — for pay- 
ment. 

“ Here Mr. Flood wes interrupted, and 

called to order by Mr. M , w'ho urged that 

more respc'vt ought to be paid to Mr. Dyson 
as one of his Majesty’s oJlicers, and, as .such, one 
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whom his Majesty was graciously ])leascd to re- 
})osc confidence in. However Mr. flood went on. 

“ As to the royal confidence reposed in Air, 
Dyson, his gracious Majesty (wliom God long 
preserve) has been graciously lavish of it, uoi 
only to Mr. Dyson, but to the friends of Mr. 
Dyson; and I think the choice was good : The 
royal secrets will, I dare say, be very secure in 
their breasts, not onJy tor tlie love they bear t(* 
his gracious Majesty, but tor the love they bear 
to themselves. In the present case, however, 
we do not want to be intbrined of that part of 
Mr. Dyson’s character — we know enough of him 
— every body knows enough of him — ask the 
British treasiny- the British council — ask any 
Englishman who he is, what he is — the} can all 
Jell }ou, lor the gentleman is well known. — 
Bui, what have we to do with him ? He never 
scr^■ed Ireland, nor the friends of Ireland. And 
if this distressed kingdom was never benefited 
by his counsel, interest, or service, I sec no 
good cause why this kingdom should reward 
him. Let the honourable members of this house 
consider this, and give their voices accordingly. 
— For God’s sake let every man consult his 
conscience : If Jeremiah Dyson, Esq. shall be 
found to deserve this pension, let it be conti- 
nued ; if not, let it be lopped otf our revenue 
a.s burthensome and unnecessary.” 
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Let US proceed to the pretensions that have 
been offered on the part of Lord George Sack- 
ville as the real Junius. The evidence is some- 
what indecisive even to the present hour. Sir 
William Draper divided his suspicions between 
this nobleman and Mr. Burke, and upon the 
personal and unequivocal denial of the latter, he 
transferred them entirely to the former : and 
that Sir William was not >the only person who 
susjiected his Lordship even from the first, is 
evident from the Private Letter of Junius, 
which asserts that Swinney had actually called 
upon Lord Sackville and taxed him with be- 
ing Junius, to his face'. This letter is, in 
fact, one of the most curious of the whole 
collection : if written by Lord George Sack- 
ville it settles the point at once ; and, if nol 
written by him, presupposes an acquaintance 
with his Lordship’s family, his sentiments and 
his connexions so intimate as to excite no small 
degree of astonishment. Junius was informed 
of‘ Swinney ’s having called upon Lord George 
Sackville, a few hours after his call, and he 
knew that before this time he had never spoken 
to him in his life. It is certain then, that Lord 
George Sackville was early and generally sus- 
pected, that Junius knew him to be suspected 


‘ Private Letters, No. 5. 
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uiUiout denying, as in the case of the author of 
“ The Wliig', &c.” that he was suspected wrong- 
fully ; and that this nobleman, if not Junius him- 
seltj must have been inhabitsof close and intimate 
friendship with him. The talents of Lord George 
iSackville were well known and admitted, and 
Jus political principles led him to the same side 
of the question that was so warmly espoused 
by Junius. It is saij, however, that on one 
occasion his Lordship privately observed to a 
friend of his, “ 1 shoi Jd be proud to be capable 
ot writing as Junius has done ; but there are 
many passages in his letters I should be very sorry 
to have written*.” Such a declaration, however, 
is too general to be in any way conclusive : even 
Junius himself might, in a subsequent period, 
have regretted that he had written some of the 
j'assages that occur in his letters. In the case 
of his letter to Junia, we know he did from his 
4>wn avowal. It is nevertheless peculiarly hostile 
to the opinion in favour of Lord George Sack- 
^ille, that Junius should roundly have accused 
him of want of courage, as he has done in Vol. 
IL p. 491. The facts, however, arc fairly before 
the reader, and he shall be left to the exercise 
of his own judgment. 

* Pi iv;i(€ I.i t(i •s. No. 2-3. * See Chalmers’s Appendix lo 

ilic Supj)leuieiilal Ajtology, p. 7. 

VOU. I. X 




P R I V A r K L fi T T E R S 


ov 


J UNI US 

ADDRESSED TO 


mi, II. S. WOODFALI.. 




PRIVATE LETTERS 


OF 


JUNIUS. 


N” 1. 

MU. WOODFALL. 

MU, ilpril 20, 1769. 

I AM preparing a paper, which you shall 
have on or before Saturday night. Advertise 
it for Monday \ Junius on Monday. 

C. 

II* any cnqiiiiy is made about these papers, 
1 shall rely on your giving me a hint. 


N“ 2. 

SIR, Friday, 3Tay 5th, 1769 ^ 

It is essentially necessary that the inclos- 
eel slioukl be publislied to-morrow, as the great 

* Junius, Lettur xi. 

^ Tins note was addressed (o ?fr. WoodfalJ, with a desire 
tliat it blioulcl be opened by huiiself only/' 
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question comes on on Monday, and Lord Granby 
is already staprgered 

If you should receive an answer to it, you 
will oblige nic much by not publishing it, till 
aher Monday. 

C. 


^ The letter is print c<l in the IMisccllancoiis Collcctiou No, 
uv. and the <;reat (pu'^tion alhwled to v;as upon the Middlesex 
jietition a^ain^t tin* scaling of (\ . Lnllrell lor that county. 
Tlie debate took ]jlaee on Monday the 8th of May in the 
Hoii.-e of ('omnioi>, and eontiniiefl from half past one o’clock 
tn the afternoon, till half past four the next morning, when, 
n])uu adivj.sion, lliere appe.ircd for the petition 152, against it 
221. The .'speakers on tins occasion, in ftuonr of the petition, 
were Mr. D^nvile^vve!! J,ord J. Cavt*ndisii, Mr. WeddeThiirne*, 
Mr. Crcmillf’, Air. C ornwall, Mi*, llurke, Mr. Seymour, and 
Sir George SjimIJc : those aj^aii ist it, Mr. Stanley, Sir G. Osborne, 
Dr. BlaeksUaic, Air. W. Ellis, ATr. Thuriow, Air. Ck J. loj>.. 
Air. Aloreion, and Sir T. Norton. 

In eonseipicnci.' of the rejection of the petition to the Tlon^e 
of rommons, the following was soon aftci wards presented to 
the King; whieh we insert, a-, wc shall also, in their ilue 
places, tho>e of London and ^Ve•^tmin'ler, upon s.inilar snb* 
jects, with a view of giving .•'Ome id< a of tin* general ])olitics 
ol‘ the <lay, and the narmih of the respective controversies 
that distinguished it. 

'"TO THE king’s most r.XCELi.ENT MAJESTY, 

The humhlc petition of the Freeholders of the County of 
Aluidlcsex. 

gracious Sovereign, 

\\\, ytair Alajt '-ty’s dnUfiil and loyal subjects, the 
Frccholdt rs nl' ilic * ouiUy of Middle'-^ lu g leave with all 
aflectionaic tubmirsiou and hunnlUv, to throw ourselves at 

your 
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your royal feet, anti humbly to implore yonr piiterna! attt ntioii 
to tlio^e i;’jii(*vanees of which tliis county anti tla wliolt; )vation 
eomj»lain. anti those I’earfiil api-rehciKsions wiih winch ihi; 
whole iJrili^h cinpiiv is »no>t jn^tly alarinetl. 

With p^reat nricf and sorrow', we have lonp- beheld file cji- 
deavoni's of certain e\il-inin(led persons, w'ho attempt to mfiise 
inl(» yonr royal mind, notions and opinions of tlic ino-t dan- 
'^ero'js and ]v vnicious teiukncy, and who promote and counsel 
such measures as cannot fad to destroy that harmony and 
confidefite winch shonll cvtT subsist between a jiM and lir-' 
iLiou^ J^i’iiiee, and a I'ree arl^ loyal people. 

I’or tills tlKiflected pnrpo'^e they liavc introdneed into 
c\ery ])art of the atiininislratiouof onr happ> , le^alconslitiuion, 
a ct'rlain nnlnniled and indefinite di^crt lionary power ; to pre- 
Vint winch is the sole aim of all onr laws, and was tht; sole 
cause of all those disliuhauctN and rt.volutions whieli formerly 
tiistraeted tliis nnliaj)|)> toiinlry; for onr ancestoiv, by tlieii 
OW'D I ital e\penene(‘, well kntwv that in a state where discre- 
tion bei 4 in«-, iaw', Jibeity and safety eiitl. I'liiler the pirltnec 
of lln^ tliscrction, or, ax it WU" formerly, and Ins bteo lately 
lailul — l,a\v ol' ^iate — we h.ivc seen 

Lni^I'sh sul'pcel^, aiul even a meinher of the lintisli Le- 
pid.itinv, airrsted Iiy Mi’tne of a ‘general vrarr.mt n-ned fiy a 
secntaiy of state, contrary to tin, law of tin: Iamb - 

'‘'J luir hoUM*> riileil and piiuidt red, their ])a[)eit sei/.ct*, and 
Used ,is ivld»nce ii|)on trial.- - 

“ '^rheir bodies c^MnnnUed to close iniprisoninent. — 

'' 'I’he ILihcas Lnipiis cluilcd. — 

'IVi.d by jury tli.«e<»nnl(nanei tl, and the first law onictr ol 
the crown pnhliely inslnnahnu Hi.’t juries are not to belli; »etl. 

‘M^'inleiN punislu d l>v the ininiMiy in the snjnt inL^ eonrt 
witlioni atnaiiiy llieir etpi.ib, w iliiout any trial at a!!.- • 

'' Thti remedy of tile l.'iw for fahe impi ’■'Onnn iit deliarrtJ 
and dt. feateil. — 


The 
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“ The Plihntifl’aml his i'or their appeal to the lavf 

ol the ianeJ, punished liy exjienses and iiiiprisoii^pfienl, and 
made, hy t’oreed ( mcnis, to di^ist fri>nj their lej^al claim. — 
A writ i 11*4' determined to be a libel by a court whore it 
teas not ooi;nizablo lu tile first instance; contrary to law, be- 
cause nil appeal is thereby cut olL and iidtrior courts and juries 
iunueiieed by such prcili tcrmination. — 

A ptrson condemned in the said courts as tii* author of 
the supposed libel unheard, without deronce or trial, — 

" (h)just treatiiicnt of Petitions hj st Iceiiuj^ only such pans 
as nui^Iit be wrested to criminate t, te pailioncr, and rcfusiiiji 
to hear tliosc which mi^ht procure him redress. — 

^''riic thank> of one branch of the Legislature propc^ed by 
a minister to be ^d\eii to an ac knowledged oflendcr for liis of- 
fence, with the declared intention of sercenmij him from tiir 
law. — 

AUaclimrntfi wrcsicd from their orioinal lutcnl of rcmoMii^ 
ol lit ruction* to the proceedings of law, to punish, by .-.entem't 
of arbitrary fine and imprisoiinient, without trial or apjjral, 
5 ii[iposcd oflcnces committed out of couil. — 

Perpetual imprisonment of an Englishman without trifi!, 
coTivi<'tion, or sentence, by the same mode vi' attaehnieni, 
wherein the same person is at once parly’-, accuser, judge', and 
jury.— 

Instead of the ancient and legal civil police, the niilhary 
jniroduced at every opportunity, unnecessarily and unlawluily 
patrolling the streets to the alarm and terror of the inhabi- 
tants. — 

The lives of many of your Majesly’s innocent subjects 
destroyed liy military execution. — 

'' Such military execution solemnly adjudged to be legal.— 
Murder abetted, encouraged, and reivarded. — 

I’he Li', il magistracy rendered eunlernptihle by the aji- 
poiiitment oi' improper and incapable person*. — 


'ilu 
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^'Thc civil maj^i-^trates tampered with by iidniinli^tratiou, and 
nei'lcrlin^- and rcfu'^iivj!; to dl^cllarge their duiy. — 

** Mo])n ami nuts liirod and raided by the nuiiistry, in (»rdor 
to justify and recomiru nd their ewn illegal proccedin'^N, and 
to |)re)urlice your Majesty's mind hy fahe insinuations against 
the loyalty of your Alujesty's subjects. — 

“ 'I’he freedom ol' election violated by corrupt and undue 
inlhienec, by imjiunished violence and murder. — 

'"Tile just verdicts of juries, and the o])iiiion of the judges 
over- ruled by false rc^i^^cntatioiis to ymiir Mi’jesty'; ami the 
determinations of the set aside, by lu w, unfireci dented, 
and d.ingeroii® means; thereby leaving the guilty withoul 
restraint, and the injured without redress, and the lives of 
y^our Majesty's siihjects at the mercy of on cry ruffian protected 
by administration. — 

" Obsolete and vexatious claims of the crown set on foot fer 
partial and election purjicses. — 

Piirtial attacks on tlio liberty of tlic press : the most daring 
and pernicious libels against the constitution and against the 
liberty of tlie subject, being allowed to pass unnoticed, uliilst 
the >Iightesl libel a ;;ain>l a niiiiister is punished with llie utmost 
rigour. — 

W ick< <l atienijits to increase and establish a standing in*niy% 
by cjideavuiiriiig to vest m the crown an unlimited po\\*.rovir 
the militia, which, should they succeed, must, sooner or lati r, 
subvert the constitution, hy augmenting the power of adini • 
lustration in pioiiortioii to tlicir deliiit|nenry. — 

Repeal t d endeavours to dmunisli llie iniportam e of imin- 
bers of pprliarru rit indiMdually, in order to reiuUr them mure 
depeiKleiit on administration colleclivtily. F.ven threats having 
been employed by ministers to suppress the freedom of dehali , 
and the wrath of parliament denounced against laeas’iie^ au- 
thorized by the law of the land. 

Resolnlions of one branch of the legislature, set up as the 
law ul the land, being a direct usurpation of the nglits of the. 
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two other branelies, and lliercfjrc a nuinifoi infringement of 
the eon ht lint ion. 

Puhlir money slianiefully s(jiiandtred and iinaceountod 
for, and all turjiiiry jiito the cau‘»o of arrcaix into the civil 
list ])revuite(l by the minislry. 

“ Eii'jiiirv mto a pay-mastorV ])ijblie arro\int>i fitopped in 
the lhon;^h the sums iinaceonnttd for by llial pay- 

inasli r ;iinount to above forty millioiH >u rlini;-. — 

'' Public loans perv<rtcd to private inmistenal purposes.-- 
Pror,f it utioii of public honours afuUreward.s to men who 
can ncithei plead public virtue nor vi*’vu'i>. — 

“ Irreli^ion and immorality so omincnlly cliseountenanc< d 
by your Maje.stv’> i’oyal example, encouraged by administra- 
ijuii, both by exam])le and precept. — 

“ The sauu discreti'ai liu^ been i \lendi d by the same evd 
euuii''( Hors to your Majo.'>ty’.s dominions in America, and lias 
produced to our Millt'nng li llow-subjccl.s in that ]>ai l of the. 
world, gjievaiiros and apprehensions similar to tiiosc which wc 
coin plain of at home, — 

Mo, si tfyavlou.i Soicvr/i^ti,, 

'' Sucli arc the grit vances and appn hci>n>ns wliieh 
have long discontented and disturhcd the greale>; and hcKt 
part of your Majesty’s loyal subjects. Luwilling how over to 
nilciTupl \c»ur royal rr])0-e. though nady to lay down our 
Ine.s and fortunes for yon Majesty’s service, and for the eon-' 
btitution as hy law c.stablidied, wo havt' waited patiently ex- 
pecting a constitutional renudy hy the m»jans of our owoi re- 
pn .icntativcs, hut our legal and free clioicc having biTii re 
p(ati.flly rejected, and the right of clecliMU now finally taken 
troiii O'- by tlic unprecedented seating of fandidalt* who was 
m ver eliovta by the county, and who, even io become a caii' 
dida!e ,v.o obh^v'd fraudulently to >jeate bis scat m pv.uha- 
xru.nt, undo' llie pretmcc of an insignili(*aiit place, invited 
thereto by ilu prior declaration of a miuisler, that whoever 
oJH)o.-cd our tluMCv, lliougli but With i’onr voles, should be 
1 declared 
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derKirod member for the county, we sec oiiv^clvrs by this 
last act, deprived even of the franchises of blujvlishinen, re- 
duced to the most alijert state of sla\ery, and. left without 
hojies or means of n dress but from your Majesty or Goth 
Dcigij then, most [gracious Sovereign, to listen to the piayer 
of the most fditliful of your Majesty’s subjects; and to tianish 
from your royal favour, trust, and confidence, forever, those 
evil and [lernicioiis counsellors, who have endeavoured to ali- 
enate the afiection of ^our Majesty’s most sincere and dutiful 
subjects, and w hose su^L’estions tend to de[)rjve your people 
of llieir dearest and mo*sS^^senti;d ri;>hls, and wdio have traifor- 
ou'^ly dare<I to deparl from the s])irit and letter of tho^e laws 
wliieh lia\e secured llie (Vown of thesw realms to the House 
of Jh’unsw lek, iu which we makt* our most Cdrnesl prayers 
to (hxl tliat It may eoiiliiiuc uutarnishtd to the latest poste- 
nty.” 

Signed by 15Gj FrctholJerfc, 


iilii, SaliirtUn, July Ij///, I7b9 

1 HAVE roccivcil the favour of your note. 
From the contents of it, 1 imagine you may 
liaee something to communicate to me ; if that 
be llie case, I beg you will be particular; anti 
also that you will tell me cantliilly whether you 
know or suspect who 1 am. Direct a letter to 
Mr. William Mitklleton ' to be Icll at the bar 

' “Mr. Williiiin MiildU Ion’s Letter sent a'S (lisirtd.” An- 
swer to Coric-jioudenU lu the 1’. A, of Julj :it)lli, 
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of the New Exchange Coffee-house on Monday 
as early as you tliink proper. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient, and 
most liumble servant, 

C. 


N“ 4. 

(Private) ' ' * 

sin, July lit/., II flj. 

Mu. Newberry having thouglit pro- 
per to reprint my Ix'tters’, I W'ish at least 
he had done it correctly. You will oblige 
me much by' giving him the following hint * 
to-morrow. The inclosed ^ when you think 
proper, 

“ Mr. Newberry having thought proper to 

* Newberry bad thought proper at thi.s time to puldidi a 
spurious arul surreptitious edition of the first fifteen Letters, 
as pnulcd m tin: aullior’s edition, under the title of '‘The Po- 
litical Content;'’ and it was these unauthorized publications 
that gave the first idea of puldishinj; a genuine edition of the 
V liole. 

^ Tins rcdue.^t docs not appear to have been complied with ; 
as the following answer to correspondents was inserted in the 
Pul)lu' Advertiser of the 18lh (»f July : — “ Reasons why the 
hint was not printed arc sent to the last inentionitl Coilce-housc 
ill tile SI rand, rrmn whence our vlU correspondent will be 
jdeased to nd for them/' 

' LlUlI-xw 
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reprint Junius’s Letters, might at least have 
corrected tlxe errata, as we did constantly. 

Page 1, Line L3, for national read rational. 

— 3, — 4, — xvas — lucre. 

’ — 5, — 15, — indisputable — indispensable. 

Letter 7, — 4, — in all mazes — in all the mazes. 

— 15, — 24, — rip^htest — briirhtcsl. 

— 48, — 2, — indisireet — indirect,’^ 

I did not et^jccl more than tlie life of a 
newspaper, but if ^lis man will keep me alive, 
let me live witlna it being ollensive. 

Speciosa (jiicero pa sc ere li^^res. 


N” 5. 

July 21 stf I7oi), I'n'd/ij/ Xi.;Ir 

I I .\s have no manner of objedion fo 
your reprinting the Letlens, if you think it will 
answer, which 1 believe it might, before New- 
berry appeared. If you determine to do it, gi\ c 
me a hint, and 1 will send you more errata (in- 
tlecd tluw are innumerable) and perha|).s a Pre- 
tiiee. 1 really doubt whetlier 1 shall write any 
more under this signature'. I am weary of at- 
tacking a set of briUcs, whose writings are 
loo dull to furnish me even with the materials of 
I’onteiition, and whose measures are too gro-s 
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and direct to be the subject of argument, or to 
require illustration. 

That tSwinney ' is a wretched but a danger- 
ous fool. lie had the im])udence to go to Lord 
G. Sackville, whom he had never spoken to, and 
to ask liiju whether or no he was the author of 
.fuNirs — lake care of him. 

Whenever you have any thing to communi- 
cate to me, let the hint be V'nis (' at the usual 
jihice, and so direct to Mr. John Fret ley, at the 
same Cotiee-house, where it is absolutely im- 
possible I should be known. 

I did /lot mean the Latin to be printed. 

I wish Lord Holland may acquit himself 
with honour If his cause be good, he shoidd 
at once have published that account, to which 
lie I'clers in his letter to the Mayor 

Piav tell me whether George Gnslow means 
to keep his word with you about prosecuting 

* A Cori’c.Npojidcnt uf tlu; Prinlpr’^. 

^ 'rjie Lditor hds aliviuly nlkMirvcd, lu the Prclinnnnry 
lv>sny, ilidl Jb.ML.s a jij Kars to have unirornily eiilerlaincd a 
^00(1 upiiijoii (A\ or at least a parti.v.ify lor. Lord Holland. 

The reuiark in nut new ; it was nolieed lonjjf a<.;() !»yso\tral 

t'fhis <>|)|uiiK'nts. Tliii.s, ill a Utter Mibsciibed by oiir aullior,, 
Anli-l ox, ;ind niNerlcd 111 th*‘ Public Ativ- riiser ot’ October 
IGlli, S / ; I, ii< thus of him 1 know' notliinn- ol‘ Ju- 

NiL.s , bn» 1 >i( jilainly that he has de.^!”uedly b^jared Lord 
.llollaiid and h s family 

^ Set note A at the md of tho LetU r. 

^ b'ct note Jj at ihc end oi‘ the Leltei, 



TO TNItt. H. S. WOODFALL. 


*175 


Ff’S or iVb will be sufficient. Your Lycurgus’ 
is a Mr. Kent, a yoiiiijr man of good i)arls upon 
town. And so 1 wish you a good night. 

Yours, 

C. 

' Lycuro’us V :is 11 frrqiiciil AvrittT in llui Piililit* Ailvtvliscr 
iliinni; the sorini; luul dimmer dT 1709; winl ojijiOMtl lln' 
iNinj>lrv, Init Nvitli less violence lliaii most ol’ Jii-' ctaucin- 
povdiie". 


A. 

He seems lo refer to a cliuri^o of emhe/ element of the 
puhlie treasure, niiule in the (hty PeliUon [iresenled to his 
Majesty, July nth, 1709 , of which the following; i.^ a copy: — 

The linnil)le Pi t it ion of the Livery of the City of London in 
Coinirion Hall assembled, 

''' MoU '^racioh s Soverac^n, 

•' \Vi\ your IMajcsIy’.s dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Livery ol' llu' (!ily of l.ondon, with all the humility 
which IS due from free subjei ts to their l.uvful Soveici^n. but 
wiih all the anxiety Avluch the sense of tlie pre sent oppn ssions, 
and th<' just dread of future inischiets protlim m our niindi?, 
bej*’ leave to Lay befon jour Majesty st>uie of tho.H* intolerable 
g‘ritvaiice> which your people have siiiUred from the evil con- 
duct ol‘ thost' wiio have been intrusted with the adniinislrnlioii 
of your Majesty’s government, and from the secret unreiniltiii!;; 
iulluence of the wor.st of counsi Hors. 

\W should he wanting* in our duty’ to your Majesty, as 
well Its to ourselves and our posterity, should we forbear lo 
rejiresent lo the throne the desperate attempts whicli have 
been, and are loo suece&sfulJy made, to destroy tliat constitu- 
tion^ 
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tion, to the spirit of which we owe the ixJaliou which muIksi^iCs 
between yonr Maje^^ty ar< the .sii))jrets of these r<*u]m‘'v, and to 
'subvert Iho^c sacred law^ which our aiice-tors have sealed with 
their blood. 

Your ministers, from corrupt principles, and in violation 
of every diil v, have, by various ennincralcHl means, invaJed our 
imaluahk .iiid uiiahciialile rig'ht oftiial l>y jury. 

'"Tiiey ii.ixe, witii impunity, issued general warrants, and 
vk^Unlly sCMXed persons and jirivatc papeis. 

'' They have rendered the law's non-el)‘‘Ctivc to our {security, 
by evading the Ilaheas Corpus. 

They have eau ed punishments, and even perpetual im- 
prisonment, tube inflicted without trial, conviction, or sentence. 

They have brought into disrejiute the civil magistiacy, by 
l]i(' appoiiiUnenl of ])c r-on- who are, in many respects, nn- 
rpialified for that iinjiortani trust, and have tlicreby purjioscly 
lurnislicd a i-wetence for calling in t lie aid of a inililary pow v r. 

“ Tiiey avow, and ondcavour rocstablnh a maxim, absolutely 
i u'on i^tMit V ilh e ir conniLulion, that ‘ an occasion for 
/.‘o///// employing a nnlitar^'^ force always prtsems ilself wlien 
tile civil power is tvijlcd luiili or infuiltc! r’ t.nd by a fai.ii and 
false applu’atioii of tli's maxim, iJicy l«a\e w intoiily ami 
W'ickedly saeniiced the lives of many of \ our '\Cije>ly’s inno- 
cent subj'Xt' and have prod'luleil yonr Alnj^-ly’s sacred 
narne and antlioritv, to jn idy, appLimi, and rLMnniiiend their 
own illegal and bh'oily ;n 'ions. 

“ d’lipy lva\ c sci\v ned more than one niurdtMCi Ircan [nuii^ii- 
■merit, and in it^ place have iinnatiirally sub,-litui( d i\ ward. 

TliM’ Jiav<* (•'tabliditd minibciie-^ uncon.Ntitnlional regnl.i- 
lions and taxation'! Ill our colon.es. J’liey h ive ea\i id a rC" 
venue to be rinsed in .some of them by prerog I'.ive. They lia*. c 
appoint d, fivil l.iw judg<> to try ijvenuc c.iiecs, and to be 
paid from on1 of the condemnation inone}^. 

Afte r ha\ .i. : irisullMl and didcatej the law on difllr io 
occasions, and by ditfieiit c )nti*i\aneLS, both at home jor: 

abroad^ 
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abroad, they have atlenjjth completed their design, by viohailly 
V resting from the people the last sacred rii^ht we had k-li, the 
ri^ht of election ; by the unprecedented seating of a candi<late 
noloriously set up and chosen only by themsclve-. Tliey liave 
thereby taken from your sul>jects all liopes of parliamentary 
redress, and have left us no resource, under God, but in your 
Majesty. 

All this they have l>een able to effect by corruption ; by 
a scandalous misapplication and embezzlement of the public 
treasure, and a shameful^ prostitution ot'^ublic honours and 
employments; ])rocuriT ; ^‘^^^iciencies of the civil list to be 
made lyootl without examination ; and, insteatl of punishing, 

• onfeiTini^ honours on a pay-master, the public defaulter of un- 
accoiinb'd millions. 

From an unfdgncd sense of the duty we owe to your 
Majesty, and to our country, \vc have ventured thus humbly to 
lay before the throne tliesc great and important truths, which 
it has been the business of your ministers to conceal. We 
rno.^t earnestly bescecli your Majesty to grant ns redress. It is 
for the purpose of redress alone, and for such occasions as the 
present, that thosi' great and extensive powers arc intrusted to 
tlic crown, by ihi^ wisdom of that constitution, which your 
^^aje.^ty^s illu'itrious family was chosen to defend, and which 
ue truc-t in God, it will for ever continue to support.” 

Lord Holland sus))ocliug himself to be implicated in the last 
paragraph but one of the above petition, addressed the following 
hjiu r to the I.ord Mayor upon this subject : — 

TO THE RrOIIT flO.NOUR AIlLE THE LORD MAYOR. 

My Lonl, 

'' In a petition presented by your Lordship it is 
mentioned as a grievance. Instead of punishinij;, conferring 
honours on a pay-master, the public defaulter of unaccounted 
millions. I am told that 1 am the pay-master hero censured : 
may I beg to know of your Lordstnp if it is so ? If it js, I am 
VOL. I- .If 
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sure Mr. Beckford must have been against it, because he know>, 
and could have shewn your Lordship in writing, the utter false- 
hood of what is there insinuated. 

I have not the honour to know your Lordship, so I cannot 
tell w hat 3 ’^ou may have heard to induce you to carry to our 
Sovereign a complaint of so atrocious a nature. 

Your I.ordship, by your speech made to the King at dc- 
li\criiig‘ the petition, has adopted the contents of it; and 1 
do not know of whom to encpiire but of your Lordshij. concern- 
ing this injury done to an innocent man, who am by this 
moans (if I am the person mca^^j hung out as an object ot 
public haired and resentment. 

You have too much honour and justice not to tell mr 
whether I am the person meant, and if I am, the grounds upon 
which 1 am thus charged, that I may vindicate myself, which 
truth will enable me to do to the conviction of the bitlerc^l 
enemy ; and therefore I may boldly say, to your Lordhhi])’> 
e ntire satisfaction, wlioni 1 certainly have never oflended, 

I am, with the gieatest respect, 

** My Lord, 

Your I.ordship’s most obedient 

And mo5.t humble servant, 

Jlolldful House, Kensington, “ HOLLA ND.^’ 

July i)th, 1709.^' 

To this letter tlie Lord Mayor returned the fullowm- 
answer - 

The Lord Mayor presents his comj>liineiits to 
Lord Holland, and in answer to iIk honour of liis Lordship's 
letter delivered to him by Mr. SeKvyn, he begs leave to say that 
he had no concern in drawing up the jjctitioii from the Livery 
of Loiulon to Ins ^lajesty ; tliat he looks t>n himself only as the 
tin cMiTi'-r, togella 1 with otln ” gentlemen charged by the 
Livery with tiie eli livery of it; that he docs not, nor ever did, 
hold liiiiisolf acceaiiitable* lor tliecoiitcnts of it, and is a stranger 
tc» the nature :>up])o-t:d charge against his Lordship. 

lJoi(,y‘, Jui/ 10 , 1709 /' 

Mr, 
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Mr. Beckford, seeing his name implicated in this correspon- 
dence, wrote from the country the following letter to a friend, 
tv ho was a Liveryman of the city : — 

'' Dear Sir, FonthlU, Julj/ 15, 1 769. 

" I am as much surprised as you seem to ])c, at 
seeing my name, and papers in my possession, appealed to by 
.1 noble Lord.— You and my friends in the city think it incum- 
bent on me to vindicate (as they are pleased to express them- 
selves) my honour and character, wliich is called in question. 
The only proper satisfact'u 7 . in my jjower to give yon and my 
other friends, is to relati' pUin inattcrj> of fact, to the best of 
rny recollection. 

''In the last session of Parliament, on a question of revenue 
(as far as my memory serves) I ditl declare to the House that 
the public revenue had been squandered away, and that the 
money of the nation had not been regularly audited and ac- 
counted for. 

'' That in the <lepartment of the pay-office I had been inform- 
ed there were upwards of forty millions not properly accounted 
for ; tliat the officers of the King’s Exchequer were bound in 
duty to sec justice done to the public; that process had issued 
out of the Court of Exchequer, and that all proceedings for a 
certain time ha<l been suspended by the King’s sign manual. 

I then did declare, that it was an high offence for any minister 
to advise the King to >top the course of public justice, witiiouL 
assigning a very good reason for such his advice .-— 1 desired the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and the lords of the treasury, 
who sat opposite to me, to set me right if my information was 
not well-fovinded ; but not a single word was uttered in answei 
by any of the gentlemen in administration. 

" After some days hail elapsed, I met my friend Mr. Wood- 
house in Westmin^tT Hail, he told me I had been misinformed 
as to what I had mentioned in the House of Common^ a.iJ 
that if I would give him leave, he would send me a paper from 
a noble Lord, which would convince me of my mistake. The 

1/ P^per 
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paper alUitlrd to is in London, I therefore cannot speak of die 
contents with acc'tiracy and invci^ion; but this I recollect, th.i" 
the peru>:d of the paj>er did not convince me that all J hai/ 
heard was fal.se. Jt uas a private ])aj)er, and I do not recollect 
havino' shewn it to more than a sini^lo jiorson. I have no 
donl^t Mr. Woodhoiise has a copy of the paper by him, and 1 
hope he will submit the contents to the judgment of the pub- 
lic, m Miidication of an innocent man. 

" I am, dear Sir, 

Your ever faithful and alli ctiopnte humble servant, 
-WLiLIAM BECKFORD/’ 

It was in consequence of thL■^ letter that I.ord Holland wn'- 
induced to publish the account above referred to by Jlnils, 
and again by IMr. Bi ckford. Long as it is, it ought not to b»' 
omitted in place. 

FOR Tlli* Pt/BMC ADVFRTlSiiR. 

Letter to H. S. IVoodfoH, 

** MR. WOOUFALL, Kh}^S<rfUr, Jtlhj 20, 1760 

Tx)rd TTolland seeing in your paper a letter fropj 
Mr. Beckford to a Liveryman, of July 15, 1769, and Mr’ 
Woodhousc being at Spa, in (rcrmany, sends you an authentic 
copy of the paper which he sent by IMr. Woodhoiise to Mu 
Beckford. lie hopes the perusal of it will convince the reader 
that all is false that can impule any crime to Lord Holland. 

" The reader will see that some of Lord Holland \ accounts 
were then before the auditor ; and there arc two years' ac- 
counts since liKlgerl there. 

“ He will see that Lord HollaiuVs accounts (volummou.s and 
difiicult beyond example) have not been kept back from incli- 
nation, but necessity j and not longer ihan those of hi.s prede- 
s, 

'* ill will see (and is de«ive<l to observe particularly) that 
sdviggs, so far from ri iuaiiiiug all in [.ord Holland's liands,had 
been given in and \olcd m aid o!' l!ie public sirvici, to the 
anioiint of o6'9lO,5JL And l lOi/'/d, (upon some 

'J vegimcnla! 
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regimental and other accounts being adjusted :his last winter) 
have been since paid and voted. 

He win read in it, that l>)rd Holland desired to be shewn 
hs>iv he could proceed faster than he did. If nobody has shewn 
or can show how that might have been, or may be done, does 
lie deserve cither puuKshment or censure ? And had he not a 
right to think liinisclf sure that Mr. Beckford must have been 
against the article in the petition relating to him, because Mr. 
Ikckford knew, and could hare shcivn the Lord Mayor in 
xvriting, the utter falsehodu‘ ')f ivhat is there insinuated. 

Lord Holland prints the ‘memorial examined by the Trea- 
sury, and the sign manual it obtained ; stopping process (not 
accounts) for six months, which neither did nor could suspend 
or delay tlic pay-master's accounts an hour, 

HOLLAND." 

OBSEUVATIONS ON THE ACCOUNTS OF THE PAY-MASTEU GENERAL. 

Why were Lord HollaiuTs accounts, as pay-master general, 
for the years 1757, 1758, and 1759, not delivered to the au- 
ditors before the year 17G8 ? 

ANSWER. 

The pay-master general's officers being best acquainted with 
army accounts, are employed in making up the account of tlie 
preceding pay-masters. The accounts of the earls of Chat- 
liam, Darlington, and Kinnoul, and Mr. Potter, were made 
up by them, and regularly, and in due course delivered to the 
auditors. 

Great as the army and its expenses were during the last 
war, beyond all former example, dispersed in all quarters of 
the world, and difficult as it must have been to keep the ac- 
counts ill any tolerable order, it will be found, upon examina- 
tion, that the accounts of Lord Holland, as pay-master gene- 
ral, arc not further back than those of his predecessors, and 
tliat his Lordship's accounts are not kept back, as lias been sug- 
gested, from inclination, but necessity, 

Tlio 
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The late Mr. Winnington's accounts, for two years and a half, 
from December, 1743, to 24th of June, 1746, were declared iW 
15th of May, 1760. The carl of Chatham’s accounts for nine 
years and a half, from the 25th June, 1746, to the 24th of 
December, 1755, are not yet declared. 

Tlie earls of Darlington and Kinnoul for the year 1756, 
and the earl of Kinnoufs and Mr. Potter’s fur six months, 
to the 24th of June, 1757, are now before the auditors. 

'llie accounts of Lord Holland for the years 1757, 1758, 
and 1759; likewise the accounts hir* deputies, attending 
the army in Germany, from the (x>mmencement to tlic end of 
the late war, are also before the auditors for their examina- 
tion, and his Lordsliip’s account for the year 17C0, is alinoat 
ready to be delivered to them. 

From the nature and extension of army accounts, it is most 
evident to those that are best acquainted with them, that it is 
tedious and difficult to bring even regimental accounts to a 
final adjustment; other parts of the accounts arc ini)re so. 
Lord Holland, in the course of the years 1759, 1760, 1761, 
1762, 1763, and 1764, has paid to regiments and iiidepeiid- 
eiit companies 320,391 9s. ll^/. whose accounts are at this 
time unadjusted, for want of proper authorities, and till those 
authorities arc obtained, the auditor will not allow one sliilling 
of said sum in his Lordship’.s accounts. To obtain those an 
thorities, his Lordship has often repeated his solicitations. 

What is the balance of cash in J ord Holland’s hands ? 

ANSWER. 

The meaning of this question can he no other than, what 
sa\ings are in Lord Holland’s, hands ? Or, in other words, how 
mrch has the expense in any cas^ fallen short of the sum voted? 

As to the savings : — so far as the jwy-officc lias been enabled 
to state die army accounts, they have been given into parliament. 

From services that have fallen short of the sums voted, and 
from monies paid in by army accomptants, Lord Holland di- 

ri‘ctcd 
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reeled accounts to be made up and laid befov.' the IIou^c of 
Commons; and accordingly (out of these saving- in Lord Hol- 
land's hands) parliament from time to time availed ilstif of 
the following sums, viz. 




s. 

r/. 

\otcd ill aid of extraordinarics, to De-") 
cenihcr 24, 1 763, ... 3 

239,966 

] 

4 

Voted in the year 1764, in aid of Gcr- 
man claims, . . . . J 

1? 0,906 

2 

8 

Voted in the year 1765,*-^ aid of diao7 
service, . . . ^ . . j 

251,740 

o 

7 

Voted in the year 1766, in aid of extra- 7 
ordinary services, ... 3 

60,638 

2 

10 

\ oled in the year 1 767, in aid of extra- 7 
ordinaries and other services, . f 

171,571 

13 

3 

Voted in the year 1768, in aid of the 7 

3 

15,719 

15 

7 

.£’910,541 

18 

3 

His T.ordship could by no other means 

ascertain and 

give 


into parliament the savings on the votes for the army, hut by 
the final adjustment of army accounts ; what further savinL'‘s 
may he, is very uncertain, as they cannot be known before 
the services arc absolutely determined and closed. 

His Lordship is very sorry to say it, that in the years 1759, 
1761, 1762, 1763, and 1764, there are not less than 
fifty-six regiments and companies now standing open and un- 
adjusted, for want of authorities; and in his ledgers there are 
accounts to a much greater extent, as the pay of stall’ officers, 
&c. See. 

It may be seen here that though Mr. Winnington died in 
Api’ih 1746, and his executor, Mr. Ingram, used all pos^iible 
industry to close his accounts, they could not be clo^cd till 
1760 ; fourteen years. The Earl of Chatham went out in De- 
cember, 1755, yet are not his accounts closed till 1768; ihir- 

tccu 
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tern years. The Eurl of Kiunonrs arc not dosed yet, though 
he has heen out of llie ofTu c eleven years. Lord Holland has 
been out tim e years and a half. Wliere is the wonder his are 
pot closed ? 

If those who complain will shew Lorrl Holland how he can 
proceed faster than he docs, he will he very much oldifjed to 
them. Let it he observed, that he has before the auditors al- 
ready, aecounts fur more years than Mr. \Vinniu^*ou or Lord 
Kiiuioul had to account for. 


MliMOHIAL FOR LOUD HOLLAND Vo HAVE LONGER TIME TG 
MAKE UP HIS At COUNTS AS PAY-MASTER GENERAL, 

May it please your l.ordships, 

I to inform your Lordships that a process is in 
the hands of the shenfts of Middlesex a‘,;ainst me to areoiint 
to his Majesty for the monies imprested to me, as pay-master 
general of Ins Majesty's forces. 

I most humbly apprehend that the regular ordinary course 
of accounting in the Exchequer was calculated (u hen esta- 
blished) for transactions at home, which arc ea-ily and readily 
to he collt;Cted and made up at short perioils of time. 

Tlic accounts of the army wJien employed abroad, particu- 
larly, must unavoidably be much in arrear from the nature of 
the service. 

The army payments are necessarily in arrear ; and articles 
from accidents inevitable are obliged to remain often open a 
long time before they can finally be closed. 

The accounts of the last war are voluminous and difficult 
beyond example. The great variety of operations, and tho 
very great distance of the troops, made, and must make, the 
corrr.qiondence, and adjusting ih >se accounts with the pay- 
masters and accountants attending them, very slow and tedious* 
These thcicfore will require longer time to make up, both from 
their bulk and difficulty. 

During the course of a war, the troops constantly changing 

and 
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ami moving’, and the service in the utmost hurry, it cannot 
then be done with the order and regularity absolutely ncce?- 
saiy. Since the war the utmost diligence has been used in 
them. The great intricate artii le of Foreign expense, (viz. 
the German) lias been got together for the whole lime (which, 
after the former w'ar, was several years about;) and one year 
and an half’s general account is now made out, and ready to 
be laid before the auditors; the rest will regularly be laid be- 
fore llicin as fast as it is possible to make them up. Though 
I l)cen two ycj*»*s out of employment, the payments fur 
niy tmie -are not yet completed. 

1 therel'ore pray your liOrdships w'ill be pleased to obtain 
his Majoty’s Avarranl, granting me longer time for making 
uj» iny accounts as pay-master general of his Maje>ly’s forces. 

Horse Guards, Which is, &c. &c. 

2btli June, 1767. HOLLAND. 


{ilNO's WABRVNT, ST.VY OF PROCESS ACAI.VST LORD HOLLAND 
fOR SIX MONTHS. 

Copy. 

George R, 

Whereas our right, trusty, and well-beloved Ilenrj 
Lord Holland hath, by the annexed memorial, represented, 
that from several unavoidable causes and difliciilties he hath 
been ]irevented making up his accompts as late pay-master ge- 
neral of our f orces ; ami we having taken the said matter into 
our royal coii.^ide ration, are graciously pleased to grant unto 
him a farther time for making up his said accompts. Our 
will and pleasure therefore is, and we do hereby direct, au- 
thorize, and require you to cause all process against the said 
Henry I,ord Holland for his accompts, as late pay-master ge- 
neral of our forces, to be stayed for and during the term ot 
six months, computed from the day of the date hereof. And 
for so doing this shall be your warrant. Given at our Court at 

Saint 
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Saint James’s, the eighth day of July, 1707, in (he seventh 
vt’ar of our reign. 

J^y liis Majesty’s command, 

GRAFTON. 

C. TOWiXSIIEND. 

T. TOWNSHEJ^I). 

To our right, trusty, and well -beloved Samuel L«»i*d Mar- 
sham, our Ucrnciubrancer in our Court of FIxehequer. 


B. 

The history of this dispute is as follows. In the Public 
Advertiser of July 14, 1709, the following letter made its ;4[v 
pcararice, aildresscd 

TO TIIK IIIGIIT HON. GEORGE ONSf.OW, ESQ. 

SIP, 

I have Jieard from very good authority that one ot 
the Lords of the Treasury has lately gained a thousand pounds 
111 a very common and usual manner, which is yet likely to be 
attended with a very uncommon and unusual consequence. 

iMr. applied to the Right Honourable Mr. for 

his interest for a certain lucrative po^t in America. The gen- 
tleman was informed that a ihousjind pounds placed in tlu 

hands of Mrs. would insure Imn the place. Mr. 

not having the money, prevailed on Colonel to Join 

^ith him in a bond for that sum to the lady to whom he was 
fhreeted So far. Sir, all is in the common track : What fol- 
lows is the wonderful part of the transaction. 'Phis Lord ol 
the 7Vcn-,iiiy kept his word, and the j^eiitleman was appointed 

to the office he had paid for! And stranger still. Lord , 

who discovered thi.s bargain aftd sale, is offinded at it, and in- 
sists on the dismission of this Lord of the Treasury. Now, 
8ir, I must intriat you to favour one of your constituents with 

the 
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the name of this Lord of the Treasury, for you, no doubt# 
who sit at that Board yourself, must he acquainted with him. 
ylsh-Court, July 11. another freeholder of suuRr.Y. 

To this letter Mr. Onslow made the following^ reply, winch 
was published in the same newspaper, July 18, ensuing. 

TO Tllli PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

b I It, July lb. 

Having j^s^ Mow^ read a letter containing, h\ evident 
insinuation, a mast audacious attack upon my character, print- 
ed by you, in your jiaper of Friday last, asserting a gross 
and infamous he from beginning to end; 1 do hereby publicly 
call upon you to name the person from w horn you received the 
account you have presumed to publish. If you are either un- 
able or unwilling to do this, I shall most certainly treat you as 
tile author, and in justice both to myself and others who are 
every day thus inaligniuitly and wickedly vilified, shall Itike the 
best advice in the law if an action will not lie for such atro- 
cious defamation, and if I may not hope to make an example 
of the author (»f it. 

The scun ility in general which has Ijccn of lale so heaped 
upon me in the public papers, I have hitherto treated with the 
contempt my friends and myself thought it deserved, and suf- 
fered it to pass wiih impunity ; but this last is so outrageous 
and tends so much to w’ound my character and honour in the 
tenderest part, that I am determined, if practicable, to .sec if 
a jury will not do me and the public justice against such a li- 
beller, and whether they will not think the i*obbing an inno- 
cent man ot‘ his character is a robbery of the most dangerous 
kind, and that the perpetrators of it will stick at nothing. 

For the present 1 must content myself wdth only laying In - 
fore the public the two following letters, which will c\'])lain to 
them all the knowdedge I had of the detestaWe fraud, which 
has been taken advantage of to charge me until coiTuption ; 
a crun«% which of all others, I hold the most in ahhoiTcuce. 1 

defy 
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clefy the whole world to prove a birigle word in your libellous 
letter to be true, or that the whole is not a ban faecd, positive^ 
and entire lie. ’Fhat it is so 1 do assert, and 1 call upon any 
body, if they can, to disprove what I say. 

(iKORGi: ONSLOW. 

Copy of a Letter to Mr. Onslow, received (lie 27th of dun**. 

STR, Tiond Strvety 17(19. 

I beg you will pardon my thus addressing a 
liberty I could not think of^ v.as any thing less than my fa- 
mily's bread at stake. Some weeks past my husband paid a 
large sum of money (which gave us inexpressible sorrow to 
raise) to a party, who protest they arc empowcTcd by you to 
insure him in return, the Collectorsbip of Piscataway in New 
Hampshire. 1 have been told this day one Hughes is m pos- 
session of the same, and the 'rreasin y Books conlirm tlic new>. 
I beg leave most earuLstly to intreat you wdll lufurin me whe- 
ther Mr. Hughes is under any engagement to resign, or whe- 
ther W'c are tlupcJ hy tlio.'e who have taken oe.r nnvnry. 

Mr. Burns has liail tlio stnmgest reconmicn<lations from 
per^'Ons of undoubted veraeity, and J believe, on all accoimtvS, 
will lie fomui to be perfectly capable and worlliy of the cm- 
ployinmi. 

Once iiMnv I inlreat, gooil Sir, you w ill excuse tins trouble, 
which IS c;nise<l by a licart almost biok(*ii w ith tlio fear and 
terror of a difappoiiitment. With liu- profoundest respect, 

I om. Sir, 

Your most ».i)cdient 

bumble Servant, 

MARY BURNS. 

^Ir. Onslow^a Answer. 

Embc, Court, June 27 , 1789. 

Y\»rr Letter was brought down to me hither only 
to-da}^ or I >hould liavc aiiswvrcd it sooner. Witb.out having 
the honour of hi nig ki^own to you or iMr. Burns, it me 

much conetrn tiiai, any body .slitMild be so imposed upon as 
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you have been, and as much indignation tliat my name should 
be marie so inramous a use of. I should have been under an 
equal degree of suri»risc, had I not this morning had some in- 
timation of the matter from Mr. Pownal and Mr. Bradshaw, 
and made some enquiry into it of Mr. Watkins at Charing 
Cross, Avith a determination to sift this shocking scene of vil- 
lany to the bottom, and which I shall now be encouraged in 
by the hopes of getting you your money restored to yon, as 
well as the earnest desire 1 have to bring the perpetrators of 
dlls roguery to tile punishment and shame they deserve. 

I'or this puri^ose, might I beg th(.‘ favour of Mr. Burns to 
nu'et me at iny bouse in Curzon Si reel, ahoiit ten o’eloek on 
Friday inoniing. — 1 will go with him to Mr. Pownars, of 
whicii I have given him notice; and I wish Mr, Burns would 
bring with hull Mr. Watkins, or any body else that can give 
light into this unhappy and wicked aflair. 

'I'lll this nioruing [ never in my life heard a single word of 
‘■iilier tile oftice iltclf, nor of any of the parties eoiicrnicd. 
Voii mil judge then of my adonishnient, and indeed horror, 
-'ll hearing of it to-day from Mr. Bradshaw. 

I am, .Madam, Ac. 

(ihoiB;!!: o\s[,ow. 

Since writing of the above letters, more of lliih fraud lias 
been di'tected, and further enquiry is making, in order to 
bung tile actors in it to justice. A v 'oman of the name ^f 
^Jnnlli, uiio lues near Broad Street, is llu person who a])pt'ar- 
to hi* ]»nneip.illy eoneerned in the fi'aud, die money being, it 
.^eenis, for her use. 


The writer of the fust addre*'S, now autUori/ing the printer 
to give Mr. Onslow Ins name, (uhicli he did, and which wa> 
that of the Hev. John Horne,) once more attacked the higiit 
Honourable G'eiitleman as follows, in the same piqier, Jniy 


TO 
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TO THE RIGHT IlOXUlJRARLE GEORGE ONSLOW. 

t;ooD SIR, 

If with another innocent man. Lord Tlulland, you 
wore amhitioiiN tuaddto Ihe list of Mr. Walpole’s TH<iht Ilon- 
cutrable author", you might, like him, have evpu.ed yourseli’ 
with more temper, and have called names in licttcr Kngh.d'. 

1 should be sorry to libel you by mistaking your meaning, 
but the strange manner of wordinp; your first sentence leaves 
me at a loss to know whether you intend that iny letter, or 

your own eharacter is a gross and lufamous lie from be- 

giiiniug to endf 

You may save yourself the expense of taking the best ad- 
vice in the la:: .'* Depend upon it you can never ‘‘ hope to 
make an evamplc of ihe author, when the publisher is unablt at 
uibwilling to give up his namcf And you netd not wait for a 
jury to determine, '' that robbing a man is certainly fi rob- 
beiyf But you should have considered some months since 
that it IS the same thing wdicther the man be guilty or inno- 
cent ; and whether he be robbed of Jns repulalion or 

of his scat in parliament. 

In the Public Advertiser of Friday, July 1 i, there is a 
letter ruoM you as well as to you. If that is the .sritn-ilili; 
you speak of, 1 agree with you that it has been treated leith 
the contempt it deserves by all the world ; but how you can say 
that it has passed with impunity, I own _ cannot eunceive, un- 
less indeed you are of opinion with those hardened enmiiials 
who think that, because there is no corporal sufK rauee in it, 
the being gibbeted in chains and exposed U" a spectacle makes 
no purl .S their piinislinicnt. 

'Jlie le»;er written by you to Mr. Wilke., tends more “ to 
wound ijn'H' i 'liirru'ter and honour,'^ than any otlier, and yet 
i u pi'S it ( \ . r m ."liciice. But you shall, if yi»u pl-vi-c, ])rovc 

.. w ^>r;n ihil Uiosc wiio have neither cliarawter nor lioiiour. 
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may still be wounded in a very tender part — their interest. 
And I believe Lord Hillsborough is too uoljle lo Miller any 
Lord of the Treasury to prostitute his name and commission 
lo bargains like that I have exposed; but wilh if he contmucs to 
preside at tlie Hoard of Trade, resolutely insist either on sucli 
Lord's full justification or dismission. — Ilmc ilUt Lac/nymie. 

You (U'fy the ^L'ho/c Ivor Id to prove a sini^le word in my 
ieitcr to be true ; or that the whole is not a barefaced^ positive, 
and entire lie” The language of the last part of the sentence 
IS such as I can make no use of, and therefore 1 return it back 
1)11 yiii lo whom it belongs : The defiance in the first iiart, I 
accept, and will disprove what you say. 

I\Iy letter can only be false in one particular; for it con- 
tains only one afiirniation, namely, that T heard the story 1 
relate from very good authority. It then concludes with a 
question to you of — who is this Lord of the Treasury that so 
.ihhoi-'i coiTuplion ? Which ipiestion since you have answered, 
1 too will gratify you, and in return for yours do hereby db 
rect the printer lo give you my name ; wliicli, humble a.** it 
T should not consent to exchange with you in any otli(.r 
manner 

Now , Sir, I do again atlirm that I heard flit story 1‘rom the 
bt>l aullioril\ ; And that it is not my invention your own 
htter IN a [M’ouf, for 1 might have heard it either fium iMrs. 
jhiriis, or from Mr. Pownal, or Mr. Hradshaw, but 1 board it 
from belter authority. 1 go farther. J do still believe the story 

1 related it to be true; nor has any thing you lia\e said 
cou\ineul me to the contrary. T do not mean to charge you 
or any one ; but since you have coiidesceuded to answer my 
funner tpiestion, be kind enough to explain what follows. 

Air. Pownal is secretary to the Hoard of Trade. Mr. Brad- 
^haw is secretary to the Treasury. Why did these two secre- 
taries come logclhcr to you ? Were they sent by tiieir Prin- 
cipals or nut ? Who first detected this very scandalous lliuiigh 
very common traffic ^ Has not Lord Hillsborough that iioii- 
our ? And is not your exaggerated " abhorrenec qf corrupt 

^ tiorig 
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fiofi, your uslonishmenl, and indeed houror at this shocking 
scene of villany* vastly liei^^litenerl by the calm, and tliere-* 
fore un'.uspeclcd disapprobation of his Lord hij^; who does 
not seem to tliink with you that every uhore should be l.an^’cd 
alive j but only that they should be turn ej) otr ot honest 
company. 

How came 3*011 so instantly to entertain hopes of pretfini?, the 
money re^ored to Mrs. Burns ? Athen you declared, tbai “ i ll 
that morning ifou never in your life heard a single icon! oj < i.‘hcr 
the office itself nor of any of the panics concerned .b -u.* .m 
Wild ii.-ed to return siich answers; because he knew the tin ft 
wa'' committed Iiy some of his ouii 

Vou pretend to ha\c to the Pubdc '' all fir knovclcihp* 

you liaxc of this deicsiahlc fraud f I cannot bclu ve n, be- 
cause I find iiothintr in v’our letter on wbieh to Ihuiul 3oi)r 
hopes of restoniUji’ the money to Mrs. Ihirns; and c’^o'c .illy 
because in tlirei* week' after tins Letter, i. c. f”oin .luiu* 27 to 
•luiy 3 *cju lane cnl3" discovered ** that dhs. Smith apjfraiw to 
he principally concerntd in this dncstohle fraud, \ \\c inoruA'^ bc~ 
in'j^i it seems, for her used* Sir, dr; you not know wuosn \vif<i iNirs, 
Sinifli is ? And are you not acquainted with that genlleman ? 
Have you eauscd Mrs. Smith or any one ebe to be taken into 
custody ? Have you taken the best advice in law, and are 
you determined to see if a jury will not do you and the public 
juaicc” for this detestable fraud ? Or is there ye.tleft one ernne 
which \*ou abiior more iban corrujition, and Ihr which 30U 
reserve all your indignation ? But why this aiio:er r he- that id 
innoci nt can easily prove himself to be so; and slioiild be 
tlunkful to those who give him the op[)ortiini!y by making a 
story public. MabeiciU-^ and false slander never aet^ in this 
open manner; but seeks the covert, and caul loiisly eorieeals 
itself fjom the party maligned, in order to prevent a justifica- 
tion. If any per-ou have done your character an injury hy a 
charge of con option, then are most guilty who .so Ihoroiighly 
believed you eaiub'i: of that crime, as to j»ay a large sum of 

money 
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tiKnii'y on the supiX)sition : (an indij^ity which I protest 1 
would nut have offered to you, though you had negotiated the 
matter and given the promise yourself,) and yet I do not find 
you at all angry With them when they tell you their opinion 
ol‘ you without scruple. On the contrary, you pity Mrs. 
15urns in the kindest manner, which shews jjlainly that your 
honour is not like Ciesar^s wife. Nay, you seem almost to doubt 
wli ether you ** wlirlu beg the favour of Mr. Burns to meet you 
lit your house in Curzon Street;*^ that is, you humbly solicit 
Mr. Burns to do you the favour of accepting your assistance 
in the recovery of his money. Archbisho]) Laiul thought to 
e‘lear himselflo posterity from all aspersions relative to popery, 
hy niscriing in his iliary his refusal of a Card inaVs hat ; not 
jierccjvmg the disgrace indelibly fixed on him by the offer. 
'' Mr. Bums has had the strongest recommendations from per- 
ssons of w) doubled veracity, and I believe on all accounts mil 
In- found to be perfectly capable and ivorthy the employ 
Tile letter from Mrs. Burns to you does by no means declare 

her to he an iileot. Colonel (whom you forbear to 

meiitum) is a man of sense, and well acquainted with the 
world, ft is strange they should all three believe you capable 
ol’ tins crime, which “ of all others you most hold in abhor- 
rence.'' Mr. Pownal, Mr. Bradshaw, and their principals, 
are siippo^-ed to know something of men and things, and there' 
f iri' 1 conclude they did not believe you concerned in this hu- 
sine^s : tliough I wonder much that, not believing it, both the 
secretaries should wait on you so seriously about it ; but per- 
haps they may think, that when honour and justice are not 
the rules of men's actions, there is aotliing incredible that may 
be for their advantage. But, Sir, whatever may be their sen- 
timents of you, I must intreat you to entertain no resentment 
to me, my opinion of your character would never suffer me 
to doubt your innocence. If indeed the charge of corruption 
had lH:en brought against a low and ignorant debauchee, who, 
VOL. 1. N without 
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without tlie gratifications and enjoyments of a gentleman, had 
wastt*d a noble patrimony amongst the lowest prostitutes ; 
who&e necessities bad ilriven bini to bawk about a reversion or* 
the moderate terms of one tbousand for two hundred; whose 
desfieratc situation bud made him rt iiounce bis principles and 
desert his friends, those principles and tho>e friends to which 
lu' stood indebted for bis chief support; who for a paltiy con- 
Mderatiou had stabbed a dear old friend, and violated the 
saried rights of that grateful country tliat continued to the 
•>011 the reward of his father’s services: if the charge had 
been brought ag.nnst such an one, more fit to receive tlic [>ub- 
Jic chanty than to he Iruskd with the disposal and m\n\oe- 
'MI N I of tln‘ public money, small proof would have been suf- 
ficient ; and instead of considering it as a crime tlie most to 
be ahliorrcd, we might have siifiorcd corruption to pass amongst 
the virtues of snch a man. But yours. Sir, is a very fliilcrent 
character, and situation. In the clear and unincuinlKred jios- 
session of the paternal estate with which yonr ancestoi ^ have 
long been respectable ; with a pension of three thousand, and 
a place of one tliouaaud a year.; with the certain pro^'j^cel of 
I.onl Onslow ^s large fortune, which your prudence will not 
autieipati* ; gralcrul to your country, faithful to yonr coiinex- 
ioii^, and firm to your principles, it oughl to lie as difficult to 
convict you of coiTUptioii, as a cardinal of fornication ; for 
which last purpose by the canon law, no less than seventy-two 
eye-vvi I nesses are necessary. Thus, Sir, you sec how far I am 
from casting any rtllcclion on your integrity : however if 
notwithstanding all I have said you arc still resolved to try the 
determination of a jury, take one piece of advice from me: 
do not think of prosecuting me for an insinuation : alter your 
charge before, a conies upon recoid, to prevent its being done 
afterwards; for though Lord Mansfield did not know the dif- 
ference ijc tween tlu! words when he .sulK^itutcJ the one for the 


other, wc all know very wi II now that, it is tJic tenor and not 

the 
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the PURPORT that must convict for a libel, which imloed al- 
most every student in the law knew before. 

ANOTHLR FRERHOLDTR OF SUPRY. 

The names of Lord Hillsborough anti IMr, Pownal liaving 
been introduced into the ])n ceding letter, they thought proper 
to deny any other knowledge of Mr. On.dow’s supposed turpi- 
tude, than that proceeding from common report, and accord- 
ingly inserted the followiiv^ letters in the Public Advertiser on 
the day after their respective dates. Long as tlii^ note is, we 
cannot, in jii>tice to Mr. On^.low, here omit tliem. 

TO II. S. WOOIiPAI L, 

Printer of the Puhfic Advcrtiacr. 

Having observed ni a newspaper of the ^2Slh of July 
Iasi, that it is insinuated tluit 1 have been the detector of a sup- 
posed crime, imputed to the Right Honourable George On- 
slow, Ksq. 1 do think it an act of common justice to declare, 
in this public manner, tliat 1 am tniirt ly ignorant of the ‘‘Uid 
supposed crime, and of all circumstances relative to it, except 
that I have heard the story mentioned m eommoii conversation, 
anil constantly treated as a calumny pro]>agated to injure Mr. 
Onslow’s reputation. 

Jlanoi'tr Square, HiLLSDOROUGH. 

August 2, 1 7 09 . 

It having been suggested m a Liter addressed to the 
Right Honourable George Onslow, Esq. })iiblished lu a newi- 
paper dated the 128th of July last, that 1 was, logethir with Mr- 
Pradshaw, sent to Mr. Onslow, on the subjeei of a scandalous 
transaction, in which Mr. Onslow is, m the said litter, stated 
to be concerned ; it is become necessary for me, in justiee to 
that gentleman, to declare, that I never was sent to Mr. On- 
slow, on that or any other occasion; but having heard this 
story, 1 thought it but common justice to communicate it to 
Mr. Onslow, which 1 did through the channel of Mr. Prad- 
shaw. J. POWNAL. 

Whitehall, August 2, 1769. 

V 2 An 
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An for clefainatiori aj^aiiist Mr. Horne, was brought 

by Mr. Onflow, a:;rceal)Jy <o his menace, and the damage-^ 
were laid at J 10,000. It was tried !)cfore Mr. Justice Blaek- 
^lonc, at the Son y Assizes lield at Kingston, Aprd (>, 1770, 
and ttnn mated in IMr. Ondow’s noiisuit, in consequence of 
tlic Word pounds I K ing inseited in the record, instead of the 
Word pound, d’lie eause was re-heard before Lord Chief Jus- 
/uv Mansfuhl at the eu'^umg Siiminer Assizes, hHd at Guild- 
lord, when \Iv. Onslow was again nonsuited. The trial is 
sU|>[JOseil to have cost Mr. Onslow upwards of ,£1500 in con- 
sc(|ueii(“i of his liaMiig retaiual all the principal counsel upon 
the occasion. 


N" C), 

s f fi, Sunday, Jug. (>, llG'J. 

'fi:!; sjtijjl o/’ your letter* convinces 
me tliaf you are n inncli better writer tlian most 
of the peojile whose works you })ublisl). Whe- 
ther you Jiavc guessed well or ill must be lelt to 
our i'uture acquaintance. i’’or the matter of 
assistanee, l)o assured, that it’ a question should 
atise upon any \Mitings >1’ mine, you shall not 
want it. Yet you see how *hiugs go, and I fear 
my assistance would not avail you much. For 
tin* oth(M‘ points «;f printing, tvc. it does not de- 
peiul oil us at ])reseni. My owe works you shall 
coiisi.iutly have, and in ))oiiit of inojiey, he as- 
sured you never sliall suHer. I wish the in- 

* The smI)-1;jiicc nl Jli. Vv oodfair.s reply to Private Letter, 
No. J. i-t net IviKUN n. 
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closed' to be announced to-morrow compkuomhj 
for Tuesday. I am not capable of writing any- 
thing more finished. 

Your friend, 

C. 

Your Vcridicus * is Mr. Whitworth. I assure 
you I have not confided in liini. 


7 . 

SIUj ^Vt’dnesdr/y Auff. IT), [1G9, 

I HAVE been some days in the coun- 
try, and could not conveniently send for your 
letter until this niglit. Your eorroetioii was per- 
Ibctly riglit, the sense re(}uired il, and I am 
much obliged to you. M’lieii 1 oi‘ 

rahlc blunders, J meant Newberry’s ])ainphlet j 
for I must eonless that upon the wliole your 
papers arc very eorreetly ])rinted. 

Do with my letters exactly what you ])iease. 
I should think that, to make a better figure than 
Newberry, some other.s of my letters may be 
added, and so throw out a hint, that you have 
reason to suspect they are by the same author. 

* Ji.Mrs, l.dltT XX. 

^ Vcridicus was a fivciiuiit writer iii I'ac Pnhlii- A(h I'llK-oi*. 
in the year 17G9, aiul, already nb.'^erved in the Preliminary 
Lls^ay, was Richard Whitworth, M.P. lor Siallbrd. 
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If you adopt this j)lan, I shall point out those* 
which I woiihl rc'coinnieiul j lor 3^1 know, 1 do 
not, nor indeed have 1 time to give equal care 
to tliein all. 

I know Mr. Onslow peilecil}'. lie is a false 
silly /i'llow. Depend ii])on it he will get nothing 
but shame by contending with Horne 

I believe I need not assure }mu, that I have 
never written in any other paper since I began 
with } ours. As to JcNiCs, J must wait lor fresh 
matter, as this is a character which must be kept 
up with credit. Avoid prosecutions if you can ; 
but, above all things, avoid the Houses of Par. 
lianietii, — there is no couteudiug with them. At 
present you are sate, ibr lliis House of Com- 
mons has lost all dignilv. atid dare not do anv 
'hing. 

Adieu, 

C. 


8 . 

(I’ruali-) 

,ir. .sv/)/, 10, neiK 

'riii; last letter you ])rinted was idle 
•md iuijnoper, arid 1 assure you printed against 

* Tliis K .‘ti «.’ily' in tlie note to Private Let- 

ters, No. J 
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niy own opinion The tnitlj is, thov ' arc peo- 
ple about me, whom I Avoiild wish no! lo con- 
tradict, and wlio liad rather see Jumu.s in tlic 
papers ever so improperly than not at all. I wish 
it could be recalled. Suppose you were to say — • 
JVe have some reason to suspect that the fast letter 
signed Junius in this paper, ucas not xvritfen by 
the realjunius, though the observation escaped wi 
at the time : or, it’vou can bitoll’anv thin<Tvour- 
.self more plausible, you will much oblie.e me, but 
without a positive assertion. Don’t lot it be the 
same day with the enclosed. Bej;-jj:iug your 
pardon for this trouble, I remain your friend and 
bumble servant, 

C. 


{). 

( Privatt ) 

iJIK, Fudutj /i/V/;/, s^pt, l.N, l7DLt. 

I DEG you will lo-inonow lulverlise 
Ju7iius to another Duke hi our newt"', ll* Mon- 
tlay’s paper be engaged, tlien let it be lor Tues- 

* It occurs in tlic Misccllaiuotw Letters, No. lix. In the 
j;cnninc edition it was omitted lor tin reason wliich tlic autiior 
lids here spccilicd. 

^ This note accornpanied the* letter to his Grace the Duke of 
Pedlonl, JiiNiij.s, No. XXI 11 . and was announced ai^iveably 
the aliovc request in the ihihlu‘ Advertiser for September 18 ^ 
1709 . 
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day, but not advertised till Monday. You slndl 
have it some time to-morrow night. It canno! 
be corrected and copied sooner. 1 mean to make 
it worth printing. 

Yours, 

* C. 


10 . 

Tluns.'Iay tufrfif, Ocl, 5, 17 ^ 9 . 

I SHAM, be glad to see the pacquet 
you speak oi‘‘. It cannot come from the Caven- 
dishes, tliough there be no end of the family. 
They woidd not be so silly as to jmt their arms on 
the ro\er. As to me, be assured that it is not in 
the nature oi’ tilings, that they, or you, or any 
f)ody else shoiihl e\er know me, unless I make 
mysc'li known. All arts or enquiries, or rewards 
wouhl be ('qiially inetfectual. 

As in j/ou, it is clear)} juy opinion, that you 
have nothing to fear from the Duke of Bedlbrd^ 
1 reser\e some things expn'ssly to awe him, in 
case he should think ol' biinging you before the 
House of l.ords. — 1 am sure I can threaten him 
privately with such a storm, as woidd make him 
tremble even in his gravx. You may send to- 
inonou to the same place without farther notice ; 
tind if ^ou have any thing ol’your own to com* 
municaic, 1 shall be triad to hear it. 

C. 

* Tiic ujiurt of this coniimuiicaiion is not known. 
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1 1 . 

sin, iVw. 8, 

I HAVE been out. of town for tlirce 
weeks, and, tJiougli I got your last, could not 
conveniently answer it. Be so good as to .signify 
to A. B.C., citlicr by word of mouth, or iu your 
own hand, “ that his papess are rt:ccived, and 
that 1 should have been ready to do him the ser- 
vice he desires ; but at present it woidd be quite 
u.sele.ss to the parties, and might ofleud some 
persons who must not be otfeuded.” As to Mr. 
Mortimer', only make him some civil excuse. 

I should be much obliged to you, if you 
would reprint (and in the Ifont ])age, if not im- 
proper or iiiconveiiieut) a letter in the Loudon 
Evening Lost of last night, to the Duke of 
Grafton'*. If it liad not been anticipated, 1 
should have touched upon the subject myself. 
However, it is not ill done, and it is very mate- 
rial that it .shoulil spread. The jiiT.son alluded 
to is Lord l)eid)igh. f .should think you might 
venture him Avith a I). As it stands lew people 

* Mr, Morlimt r \v;i& oitluT at tliL^ tiniL', or ."liorlly a{t(T\vai\K, 
t:niploye(i by Mr. Woodiali lc» protairc iiitt iiij^enro for the 
Public Advertiser. 

* iSee Miscellaiicoas Letters^ No, lxi. 
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can guess who is meant. The only thing that 
hinders my pusliing flic subject of my last letter, 
is really the fear ofruining that ])oor devil Gan- 
sel, and those other bloeklieads. — liut as soon as 
a good subject offers. — Your types really wanted 
mending. 

C. 


N'’ 12. 

SIR, 12, 1760. 

Ji ur.'irnN' you the letters you sent me 
vesterdav. A man who can neither write com- 
moil 1‘inglish, nor spi-ll, is hardly worth attending 
to. It is probably a trap for me. 1 sliould be glad, 
however, to know what the tiiol means. If he 
wriies again, open In's letler, and if it contains 
any thing worth my knowing, send it : other- 
wise not. Instead of C. in the usual place, say 
only A Lcitcr vvlicn you have occasion to write 
Jo me again.- I shall understand yon. 


N" 1-3. 

Ti'nf>(lay, Noi, JG, 17G:.*. 
\s I do not chiisc to answer for any 
body’s sins f ut rny own, I must desire you to 

6 
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say to-morrow, “ We can assure tlio Public that 
the letter, signed A. Ji. relative to the Duke of 
llutlund, is not written by the author of Ju- 
Nius‘.” 

I sometimes cliange my signature, but could 
have no reason to change the j)a])er, especially 
lor one that docs not circulate half so much as 
yours. 

C. 

For the future, open all letters to me, and 
don’t send them, unless of importance. — 1 can 
give you light about Veridicus*. 


14. 


Sunday, Dvc. 10 , 

1 woui.u wish the paper (No. 2.) might 
be advertised tor 'I'licsdayb 

By way of inttlligencc you ntay intbrm the 
Public that Mr. De la Fontaine, for his secret 


‘ See Misc'fllatic-oiis Li'llers, No. txi. anil note * appeiuleil 
to it. 

^ See note 1o Priviilo Lrllcr*^, Nd. G. 

® Thr paper luTf referral to is the Letter of Junids, No. 
XXXI V. Tilt; ensuinj^ intt*llit;cnce waspnl)Iis.hcd verbally in tlu‘ 
Public AdvcTtihcr ol' the next day, Dec. 11. 
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sen'ices in the AUcij is appointed Barrack-master 
to the Sa\oy, 

I hope A. B. ('. ha- got his papers again. 


N" 1 ). 

is ; Itj TkcL vibe'^ 12, 1 7 ^ 

You nuty lell Mr. A. B. C. that 1 did 
•lot rceei\ e hi^letter till last night, andIla^■c not 
had time to I<K»k Into (he pajter ain)excd. I can- 
not at pve^ell1 niulen.tand w lull list lean make of 
it. !t ftiiaiiily ‘.hall not ht an iingeneroiis one 
to him. ir he or liis eoiiiis*. 1 /v/iiu hoxe to act, J 
have saved In n alieaih , and leally Avithont in- 
iendingil. — d lio (acts are all literally tree. Mr. 
Il'ne’', place i'! Ciistoirn'r al (lie port ot’ FAeter, 

I 'olonel Biirgo>ne receixed +000/. liir it. To 
iiKiul l!ie matter, the monev was raised by con- 
trihutioi), iiid die '.uh‘'crih(-js (|iiailcred upon 
Mr. IliiiC .Vmoiig the ri''l,une Doctor Brook, 
a j>h).‘.iciaii at I'^M'ter, has 100/. a year ont of 
the s'larA . I think uni miglit give tlie.se ])arti- 
ciiiar.^ in your own way to the public'. As to 

' T) i.i't'Vi'i '.uMi u> 'll' by .IiMi!. liini.sclf. 111 

L'Uir ' -.'iv \(jl 1 1 j/ .'O. aiiil are iiuRcd toucJied upon 

liiiuo lIkiu (•ill' 'll 111'' ltlU'i’<. 
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yourself, I am convinced the ministry will uol 
venture to attack yon, lliey diu'e not submit to 
such an enquiry. If tlu'y do, shew no lear, hut 
tell them plainly you W'll justify, and subpaaia 
Mr. Hine, Burgoyne, and Bradsliaw ol‘ the 
Treasury — that will ,->ilence lliem al once. — As 
to tin Hiuise of Coinnums there may be more 
elatigei, But evim ihe*u' t uiu tiilly satisfied the" 
uiiuistiy 'vdl t'xert ihtuusch . to (jiiash such 
inquiry, .uul uu i!u otiu-r side, you will have' 
friends; — but tiu) lia\i' been si* grosslv abused 
on all side's, that ihcv wdl n.odie begin Aitl. 
IfO'U. 

'fell A, 11. C. Ins pajiei sbail bi- returned. 
1 all now lUeddating a eapita), and I luipc a 
dual piece ,■ — vou shall heat of u sliorfly'. 


N 10. 

lh< 1:1.176;* 

For alii cHeiu, (iu (lod’s sake 

read malernal ; it i^ ic the ixrli jiaragraph*. 
The rest is excclleiulv teme’. 


* Ttc wfeisi to till' I.etUT to ‘.hi; Kini;, Ji’Nius, No. .\xxv. 
'■ Letter to the King, Ji'Mus. No. xx’Cv. 
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NM7. 

sin, JDec.^C), 176L'. 

With the iiicloscfl alterations I should 
think our paper might ajipcar'. As to cm- 
bowclling, do whatever you think proper, pio- 
\idcd you leave it intelligible to vulgar ca])a- 
citiesj but would not it be the shortest way at 
once to print it, in an anonymous pamphlet? 
judge tor yourselb I enter sincerely into the 
anxiety of your situation, at the same time I am 
strongly inclined to think that you will not be 
called upon*. They cannot do it without sub- 
jecting nine’s aHiiir to an impiiry, which would 
be worse than death to the minister. As it is, 
they are more seriously stabbed with this last 
stroke than all the rest. — At any rate, stand 

' Tbi" paper i*. s\i|ipo>t .1 to ba\c bct n totally sn}>prcsst.cl, 
Uie aUcration.s inti(»iiu<nl 'Mto i(, not lumn^ ]HThaps sali'iliotl 
the Pniifi'r <»!’ 1 iin .Nali l y in |nil)li-^hin^ it, as the si rial of a 
))n\atc coiTinuiui cation troni iiiin to the author ajipcared lit 
the I\ A. of the iiexl <lay. 

“ 'flit* Priulcr was lineal tiled by the iMini^ter with a pro- 
.secutioii f(ir I'ubli^liinn’ the letter of Ji ities, No. xxxiii. aiifl 
the eonri .1 Kind’s lit nch u as aeliially noved on Ins behalf; hut 
probalily tor the rcii-MU uieutumed abiue, ihc tlireat M'as never 
executed. 



TO Mk. H. S. WOODFALL. 


’^£07 


firm — (I mean with all the humble appearances 
of contrition) — ^if yon trim or fainter, yon will 
lose friends without gainiiif? others. A. !>.(’. lias 
done right in publishing his letter, it defends 
him more effectually than all his nonsense. — 
I believe I shall give liiin a lift, for I really 
think he has been jnniished inlinitcly beyond his 
merits. — I doubt niiieh whether 1 '^hall ever have 
the pleasure of knowing yon ; but if things take 
the turn I cs])cci, yon shull know ?/?(’ % 

TCOf'/iS. 

C. 


V* 18. 

s i II, I ?, !7 

[ nr.sniED A. IkC. not to write to me 
umil I gave him notice, he must ihereiine Maine 
liimself, i(‘ the detention of lus jiajuns lias been 
inconvenient to him. Pray tdl him (his, and 
that he shall have them in a day or two. I 
shall also keep my ]n’oniise to him', but to do 
it immediately would be useless to ///w/, and un- 
adviseable with respect to myself 1 bclie\c 

* Soe Junius, No. xx.siii. auil xxx>i. for an exp'anaticn of 
tlif faut and paptri. litre i tfi rrt d to. 
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you niciy banish your Ibars. The information* 
will only be for a niisdcmeanour, and I am ad- 
vised that no jury, especially in these times, 
will find it. I suspect the channel, through 
whicii you Jiave your intelligence. It will hc 
carried on coldly. You must not write to me 
a"aiu, hut hc assured 1 will never desert you. 
1 receiAcd your letters regularly, hut it was ?w/- 
possihle to answer lliem sooner. You shall hear 
from me airain shortly. 


N' 19. 

..III. Ik^innintr of Pth. 1170. 

When vou consider to what excessive 
enmities I may he exposed, you will not wonder 
at my caution. I really have not known how to 
procure your last. H it he not of’ any great mo- 
ment 1 would wish you to recall it. If it he 
give me a hint. If your alK.ir should come to a 
trial*, and you should he fbuiKi guilty, you will 
then let me know what exjtcnsc falls jiarticularly 

* Till* inftirnialion was for tljc I.i IUt to tlic Kinp^, 

Ji'Nii. \ . o. xxw. for tlio ^larticularj- of wliidi see the author*^ 

PreltU t v, j>o.4 |j, 11. 

* The tii.ii vrlund lo i> sUv.eil more fully m anollicr part 
of this ])ul>liea!ioM^ autl ailiules to au information filed by the 
Attorney-General, in eoib'Cipu nc^ oftlie p^lnler^s having pub- 
lished 
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on yourself ; for I understand you are engaged 
with other proprietors. Some way or other yon 
shall be reimbursed. But seriously and bona 
fidCi I think it is impossible. 

C. 


N" iO. 

Ahout reh. 1 i, 1 770. 

I HAVE carefully perused the inlbrma- 
tion '. It is so loose and ill-drawn, that I am 
j)crsnaded Mr. Dc Grey could not have had 
a hand in it. Their inserting the whole, proves 
they had no strong j)assag(‘s to fix on. 1 still 
think it will not be tried. II it should, it is not 
])ossibIe lor a jury to find yon guilty. 


SatunLij/, ^larch l 7 , I 77 o 
To-Monuow before twelve you shall 
have a Junius, it will be absolutely necessary 
that it should be published on Monday. 

lisli(‘d the letter of Junius to the Kin"’, No. xxxv. Tlie eopy 
of the information was procured in Ilikiry term, 1770, and tlic 
tridl took place at Guildhall, June 1 ith following. 'Hie cosU 
to the printer in defending’ himself, though ultimately ?.ue~ 
cessful, amounted to ahout 120/. a somewhat heavy fine for 
a person not found guilty. 

* The information here referred to, is that notiivd in llii- 
note to the; preceding letter. 

VOL. r. 


o 
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Would it be possible to giv’^c notice of it to- 
night or to-nion-ow, by a dis])ersing a few hand- 
bills ? Pray do whatever you think Avill answer 
this purpose best, for now is the crisis 

C. 


•MO i)(;) 

Sunday f March 18, 1770. 

Tuts letter is written wide, and I sup- 
pose will not fill two columns. For God’s sake 
let it appear to-morrow. I hope you received 
my note of‘ yesterday. 

Lord Chatham is determined to go to the 
Hall to support the Westminster remonstrance 
I have no doubt that we shall conquer them al 
last. 

C. 

* The letter referred lo, is printed No. xxxvii. 

^ Atjrced iipijn ivl a geucrvil meeting ol’ the electors of the 
city and liberty of "vVchlmiii^ler, a.>sonibled in Westmin.ster 
Hall, March 2S, 17?0, in coils, quence of their petition to his 
Majesty, rcquestin;^ him to dissolve tlie Parliament which had 
expelled Mr. Wilkes, havin;,^ been rejected. The following is a 
c opy of the remonstrance : — 

'the humble address, reinonsl ranee, and petition of the 
i lectors of the city and hbertv of Westminster, assembled in 
Wr-tminster Hall tbe28tb clay of March, 1770. 

" VVe, y^mr M.ijeity's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
electors ol'the <.ity and liberty of Westminster, having already 
presented ovtr humble, but meflecluah application to the throne, 

iind 
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find ourselves, by the misconduct of your Maj( -ty’s niinislers, 
in confederacy with many of our represent alive*:, reduced to 
llie necessity of again breaking in by our complaints upon your 
Majesty’s repose, or of acquiescing under grievances nsw 
and so exorbit.' nt, that none but tliose who patiently submit 
to them, can deserve to sutler them. 

Hy the same secret and unhappy influence to vvirudi all our 
grievances liave been originally owing, the redress of tliost* 
grievances has been now' prevental ; and the grievances them- 
selves liave been rejieatcdly eonfinned; w'itli this additional 
circumstance of aggravation, tliat while the invaders of our 
rights remain the <lirccl<irs of your Majesty's euiiiu ils, the de- 
fenders of those rights liave been dismissed tVoiu your Ma- 
jesty’s service — your Majesty having been advised by your 
ministers to remuve from Ins- cinployiuent for his vote m Par- 
liament, the inghest oflicer of the law ; bccaiiNC his pnnciplcia 
suited ill with theirs, and Ins pure distribution ol’ justice with 
their corrupt administration of it in tlic House of (’ommons. 

We bog leave, there fore, again to rcjiroent to your Ma- 
jesty, that till* Houm: of Connnon.s liave struck at the most 
valuable liberties and franchl^cs of all the electors of tlreat Bri- 
tain ; and by a^suinmg to themselves a right ol ehiising, instcail 
of receiving a niembfr when chosen, by traubfcrring to tlu* re- 
presentative what belonged to the coiisvitucnt, they have taken 
oil* from the dignity, and, we fear, impaired the authority of 
Parliament itself. 

“ We presume again ihert fore humbly to implore from 
your Majesty, the only remedies vvliicli arc any vv.iy propor- 
tjoiied to the nature of the evil : that you w<nild be graciously 
pleiLsed to dismiss for ever from your couiieils, tliose minislers 
who are ill-suited by their chs]) 0 ‘il\ons to [irescrve tlie ]mnci- 
ples of a free, or by their capacities to direct the eouiuils 
of a great and mighty kingdom ; and that by sjiredily dissolv- 
ing the present Parliament, your Majesty will shew, by viuii 
own example, and by their dissolution, that the right? of yoiir 
people are to be inviolable, and that you will never necessitate 
O 2 
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ro many injured, and by such treatment exasperated subjects 
to continue to commit the care of their interests to those 
from whom they inu.-t withdraw their confuh ncc ; to repose 
their invaluable pvivilet(C'^ in tlie hands of tlio^c wdio have sacri^ 
ficed tfiern ; ain! their tru'-t in th<»s .' who have betrayed it. 

Your sub;ecl‘. look up with satisfaction to the powers which 
tile I'on^titii' ion has ve.stetl in your Majesty'- -for it is upon 
tlieni tliat they ha\c jilaced their last dcpcii<lance, and 
they trust, that the rij»hl of dis^-olvin*’ ]>arliaiTients, whicli has, 
under former princts, often answered the purposes of 
power, may under your .Majesty prove an happy instrument of 
liberty. 

“ We find oui>el\es rompclled to uri;e with the greater im- 
portunity, this our bumble but earnest application to the 
throne, as cvvi'} day se<nis to prfxluce the confirmation of 
some old, or to threaten the introduction of some new injury. 
— VW* have tin strongt ht reason to ap]>reherid that the usur- 
pation begun by th<' House of Tommons upon the right of 
electing, may be extended to the riglit of petitioning ; and 
that under the pretence of restraining the almse of this right. 
It is meant io bring into disrepute, and to intimidate us from 
the exercise of ibe rigiit itself. 

Jhit wliali ver may be the purposes of others, your Ma- 
jesty bath m your answer to the city of London, most gra- 
- cioiisly declared, thati/ou arc tih^tuj'* reailj/ to receive ihs rc- 
(juesis, and to liUeii to the coiupla.nts of your subjects. Your 
Majesty condes(‘ends likewise toestee»~' it a duty to secure to them 
the free enjoyment tf thou rights tihich your J'amily tiere called 
to defend. 

“ We rely, tlierelore, upon the Royal word thus given, that 
our “ ic v.mces w ill meet Avilh full miress, and our complaints 
with the most favourable iaterpretatioii — that your Majesty 
will never ecn‘-ider the arj-aigiimeiit of your ministers as a dis- 
respect to your person, a charge conh/icd, by tlie very terms 
of it, to this House of Commons, as injurious to Parliament at 
large (the cousLilution of which we admire, and the abuse of 

Avhich 
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( Private) 

F/iilny jlloni. Oct, 1*^, 1*770. 

By your affected silence’, you encou- 
rage an idle opinion that I arn the author of tlu' 
W/iig^^ &c. though you very wi^ll know tlie con- 
trary. I neither admire the writer nor liis idol. 
I hope you will soon set this miitlei right. 

c;. 


which is ttie *.cry thiiij^ wc lament) ; dv a request for the dis- 
poliitinii of Parliament, which your siihjeet.*^ have a rij^lit lo 
make, ami your IVlajesty to as itrcconcilcablc to theprin^ 

'v'plcs of the conatiiunon'* 

* ** The Printer really did not aj i i:cr a silence on a cruiMN 
OCCASION, With a view of i ucouraujiii^’ readers or corres- 
pondents in an idle opinion ; the jiiulives for ho n^nduct were, 
the fear of bein<^* thought unpertiii' iil hy declaring (u itlioiit 
direction) what he knew' ; and the j)rol)al>ilily of rendr ring him- 
self liahle to incur the disjdcasiire of either of tliO'i* who were 
phased to fa\our liini with their correspondence/’ — Aiiswei' 
to Correspondents, Oct. 25, 1770. 

' This letter was printed in the Public \(l\ertiM imdi r the 
signature of a Whig and an Fnglislmiaii, Oct. II, 1770, and 
refers chiefly to the Aiiienc.'ui Stamp Act, and Lfjt opniifai of 
Lord Chatham, whom the author panegyrized m very warm 
terms. The same wTiler had already jnihlistied seveial other 
letters in the same name : and the Printei, in compliance with 
the request of Junius, gave the following notice ; — 

October 20. 

The Printer thinks it his duty to declare, that the Letters 
which have appeared in this paper under the signature of a 
PVhi^ and an Englishmans were not wrktten by the author of 
those signed Junius.’^ 



•*214 


I’RIVATl-: LETTERS OF JUNU'.s 


N” 24. 

rilR, Mmday Evcuhig, Suv. 12,1770. 

TtiE eiiclosctl* tliough begun within 
these tow days, has been greatly labunrcd. It 
is very correctly copied, and I beg you will 
take care that it be literally printed as it stands. 
I don’t think you run the least risque. We have 
got the rascal down, let us strangle him if it be 
possible. This jiajicr should properly have ap- 
peared to-morrow, but I could not comjiass it, so 
let it bo announced to-morrow, and jirinled Wed- 
nesday. 11’ you should have any fears, 1 en- 
treat \'oii send it early enough to Miller, to aji- 
pcar to-niorrow'^ night in the London Evening 
Post. In that case, y ou will oblige me by in- 
forining the Public to-inorrow, in ^our oK’/z pa- 
per^ that a real Junius will appear at night in 
•the London. — Miller, 1 am sine, will have no 
scruples. 

Lord Manslield has tin own ministry into 
contiision, by suddenly resigning the office of 
Speaker of the House of Lords. 


’ Letlor xLi. JuMus to the Rigrit lion. Lord Mansfield. 
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N« 25. 

Wetiiiesuutf Kis'ht, Nov. 21, mo' 
I SHAI.L be very glad to hear fi'om your 
friend at Guildhall. — ^Yoii may, if you tliink pro- 
per, give my compliments to him, and tell him, 
if it be jiossible, I will make use of any mate- 
rials he will give me. I will ne\'er rest till 1 
have destroyed or expelled that wretch. — I wish 
you joy of yesterday. — ^'Fhe lellow truckles al- 
ready*. 

r. 


N« 2(>. 

Fridiu/, 1 o'clock, Dec, 7, I 77(>, 

I WISH it were possible lor you to print 
the enclosed to-morrow % observe the Italics 
strictly where they are marked. Why don’t 1 

* On the outside of this note was \\ ritten> "" rhe eiirlosrd 

>lnkcs deeper than yon may iinai^inc. The Letter here 

referred to, is printed in the JMi.scellaneous Collection, No. 
Lxxviii. and is subscribed Teslicuhis. 

* In allusion to the unanimous judgment of the Court of 
King's Bench, on the verdict for jirinting the Letter to the 
King, given Nov. 20th, 1770 ; by which l^ord Mansfield lost 
his object, and the Printer was granted anew Trial. 

^ The jiaper here referred to, is Miscellaneous Letter, 
LXXTX. signed Doinidan, and was printed as requested. 

6 
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hear from Guildhall.— If he trifles with me, he 
shall hear of it'. 

C. 


- 11 , 

I F, J’l mriry 2, 1771. 

I HAVE received your mysterious ♦epis- 
tle, I dare say a letter may safely he left at the 
t ame place ; but you may change the direction 
to IVIr. .Tolin Fretley. You neetl not advertise 
ih Your.s, 

C. 


N" IH. 

Jiin. It), 1771. 

You may assure the Public that a squa- 
ilron of four shijis of the line is ordered to be 
got read y with all possible expedition for the East 
Indies. It is to be commanded by Commodore 
Spry. Without regaiding the language of ig- 
norant or interested })eo])Ie, depend upon the 
assurance / give you, that cveiy man in admi- 
nistration looks upon war as inevitable*. 


' Th< "illusion IS to a communicai on between the ivritrr 
and IMf, Wilkrs, v/hieh had been promised by the latter, hut 
had not bti n di this time rereived. 

Inserti'd in the Pubiic Advertiser, January 17, nearly in 
the same worcU, The predicted war, however, did not fol- 
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Thursday, Jan. 31, mi. 

The paper is extremely well printed, 
and has a great effect' ; it is of the utmost im- 
portance to the public cause lhat tlie doors of 
the House of I>ords .should he opened ou l ues- 
day next, perhaps the following may help to 
shame them into it. 

We hear that the ministry intend to move 
for opening the doors of both Mouses of‘ Parlia- 
ment on "i'uesday next, in the usual manner, 
being desirous that the nation should be exactly 
informed of their whole conduct in the business 
of Falkland Island. 

Ic»w, ])ul. the preparation actually ma le in the full belief, 
un the part of the cahiin t thcni.'-elvcs they would be 
« ornpelled to no to uar, by the existin)^’ U'lnpcr of tiie [peo- 
ple, irritatctl by the di.shono arable nejj:r)tiatu)n concerning' the 
Spanish seizurt' of Falkiaiid Islaudi', and that tiuy should be 
accused of indolence, and even cowardice, by I lit* approach- 
iMj>’ Parhainent. The session opened only four days after- 
wards, and the fpiestiori of Iio-tihtics was v.o iiiiich upon a ba- 
lance, that in the lower House not fewer than lf)9 members 
divided ap^aitisl the Minister, upon the address of thanks and 
approbation. 

* It refers to Junius, No. m.ii. For the nature of the sub- 
ject alluded to, see the Litter, and the Notes subjoined to it ; 
as also Miscellaneous Letters, No. lxnxvui. and tlic note in 
explanation. 
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(Next Diiy.) 

Tlie nation expect, that on Tuesday next at 
least, both Houses will be open as usual, other- 
wise there will be too jinicli reason to suspect, 
that the proceedings ot‘ the ministry have been 
such as will not bear a public discussion. 

We hear that the ministr}' intend to move, 
that no gentleman may be retused admittance 
into cither House on Tuesday next. Lord 
North in jjarticular thinks it touches his charac- 
ter, to have no part of his conduct concealed 
from the nation. 

The resolution of the ministry to mot e for 
openiitg both Houses on Tuesday next does 
them great honour. If they were to do other- 
Avise, it would raise and Justify suspicions very 
disadvantageous to their own reputation, and to 
tlie King’s honour. 

Pray keep it up. C. 


bJK, Tuesday A'oo//, Fth, 5, 

I DID not receiA'^c your letter until this 
vlav. I shall be very glad to li ^ar what you have 
to communicate. 

C. 

You need not advertise any notice. 



TO Mk. H. S. WOOOFALT.. 


•ai!i 


31. 

(Private) 

Mondui/, I'ch. II, mi. 

Oci! coiTCsjiondcnce is attended witli 
difficulties, yet I siiould he glad to see the pa- 
per you mention ; let it be left to-morrow avVA- 
oiU further noiice. I am seriously of opinion 
that it will all end in smohe', 

C. 


N“ as. 

jMot/daj/, Feh< IcS, 1771. 

If you are not grown loo ministerial in 
your politics, I shall liojie to s(‘e the enclosed 
announced to-morrow, and published oti Wed- 
nesday'^. 

* In rdm-me lo a notice IVom ihc’ AUorney -(A ntral for 
publishing Letter of JiMcs, No. xlii. but \\).u:b was neve r 
farther procetMbil njion. 

* Tins note accoinpaiuetl No. xe. of the Miseellanoous Let- 
ters. The Printer had m)iuc .seruple^ about publishing the 
whole of it ; and in the Pui)lic Advertiser of Pcb. 20, ga\c 
the Usual mark, “ A T.ettei/' tliat a private leltcrwas in wait- 
ing upon tills ‘iubjeet. In consequence of which the subse- 
quent note was received, dated Feb. 21. 



*i?20 


PRIVATE LETTERS OF JUNIUS 


N" ;5;3. 

s \ R. F>f>, 21, 177 L 

Ir \\ ill 1)0 very difficult, if not iinprac- 
tic;d)!e, for me fo j^el yo;ir note. I presume it 
relates lo X'imicx'. T leave it to you to alter 
or omit as you think proper; — or burn it. — I 


‘ Tht* Tollow 111;; }y .1 ropy of tlir It tlrr winch Mr. Wood fall 
aridrr.Mil tntlu* antlior uikUt llir fcii^ned name of Mr. John 
«ind (lirrrteil it to him at the New Exchange Uotrrc* 
hon^e, 111 the Strand, 
s 1 

“ T<i have dc-or\eil any ]>ortion of your good opi* 
nion, a/lord-, me no '■mall de^Tcr of satidartion — to prescnr it 
shall he my constant (iidtavonr. Always willing (o oblige; you 
a.s murli as lies m my jumer, I, with gn*iit aiidity, o[)rn yoiu 
leflri’.-,; and .soiiictmie>, without reading the cuntenU, pro- 
mise the puhlicriiion. — Such i** my prc'^cnt situation, and 1 hope 
VHi will not hi- ol]cnd(;<l at my dcchiimg to puhlisli your Let- 
ter, a'. 1 am coiiMnccd tiu; subject of it must, if I was to in- 
sert it, ii iid( r m<* hahl«- to e* vy severe ri‘pri‘hen'.ion. Tliat 1 
am not grown too mini‘'lernl m my politics, every day's paper 
AviII, J hojic, siiHieiintly evince; though 1 rather hope some' 
litde regard to pnidenee will not by you he deemed sejueam- 
isluie.N'i, or tend to lessen me m your ojiiuion, as I shall ever 
think myself your 

iMuch obliged humble Servam, 

Z'V/u l*t, '?7l. “ lll.S vV SAMCaON WOODFALL. 

“ P. S. I ^li dl wait your dirertion^ what lo do with the pa- 
per in question, i" I dnl not ehusc lo trust it under cover till 
I was further acquainted w ith ynur jileasurc/' 



TO Mr. H. S. WOODI'.-^LL. *221 

tiiink the argument about Gibralt^ir', See. is too 
good to be lost ; as to the satirical part, 1 must 
tell you, (and witli j>ositiv<* certainty,) that our 

gracious is as callous as stockfish to every 

thing but the reproach of coxcardicc. That alone 
is able to set the humours afloat. After a paper 
of that kind he won’t cat meat lor a week ■*. 

You may roly u])ou it, the ministry are sick 
of prosecutions. Those against Jrvii s cost the 
Treasury above six thousand pounds, and after 
all they got nothing but disgrace. After the 
paper you have printed to-day, (signed Brutus 
one would think you feared nothing. For my 
own part I can very truly assure you tliat no- 
thing would afflict me more than to have drawn 

* For the explauBlioii of tins pa.s.‘;ag'c, bce Miiccllaneou^ 
Fetters, No. xc. signed Vindex. 

* See Vol. 11, p. IdO, note. 

* Tliis Letter was addrc.’?sc(l to T.ord Nortli, and a.s it is short, 
It is here transcribed, in proof that Ji nuts was not ^evt le ni 
his opinion of it, nor singularly acrimonious in the phraseo- 
logy originally adopted hy himself. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. I.ORJ> NORTH. 

WY LORD, 

I never address your Lordship but I feel the utmost 
horror and indignation ; for I consider you as a man totally re- 
gardless of your own honour, and the welfare of your cmmtrj 

The severity of a writer cannot he supposed to give your 
Lordjship any uneasiness; a minister, wdio.se schemes extend 
only to the exigencies of a year, hut little regards his present 
or future reputation ; yet it is a duly we ow e to tlie public to 

trace 
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you into a personal danger, because it admits of 
no rccompcnce. A little expense is not to be 
regarded, and I hope these papers have reim- 
bursed you. T never will send you any thing 

trace Dili anil < \]>o^c llu vjllam wherevtr \\c can iierceive him 
working nj> llii' iimi of ]ii> country. 

Tile ela.iee of ynnr thciMU i'; an eminent indication of yoiir 
ahjlilie*' .nid tlie l>lri“kne*^.s ol‘ joiir heart. 

A7/J// (ji'irnnKf; i'nipudtnfSt adnUev, irdiico, uUa, many, ren- 
tre, bona pdtrin lacntcrhy qaiiiue aUnmm (ts f^raadc conjlarit, 
immediately ilic^ mlo yovir ann^, and reimburses liimsclf with 
tlie])hmder of ln> I'ountrv. 

Such are the ‘guardians of our liberties and law : such arc the 
men to whom our con^itutiou is entrusted: and cannot we theiij 
without any particular discenmiont, or any remarkable acute- 
ness of obNer\ation, trace out the origin of our jiresent dis- 
contents ? 

It would be needless to follow you through that maze of vil- 
lany, in whicli j-ou liave loii<>' delighted to wander j I shall 
only attack those measure which occur to our more immediate 
cousideratiou. 

iu what maimer cun you answer to your King for the scan- 
dalous profilitution of hih crow n and him'^elf ? 

Ill A\haL manner ciui you answer to your country for the 
total disregard of it-s wcH’arc and dignity } 

Afti r all these formidable preparations ; after all this ex- 
])eU',ivo armament, you have made shift ti> iiateh up a tempo- 
rary ignominious eomproiiiise, at the trifling expense of about 
ihree milhons, and the ]h*iti.sh honour. 

You imagine yoni>-elf sufticieiitly seciireil in the pursuit of 
your mfaiiious intentions, and in the practice of every illegal 
and uncoiistiluttonal incti^'ii e, by t lie countenance of the King. 
Rely not too much on that prolection. Ili.s Majesty must not 
he suflered^ tliiougij a blind and ridiculous attachment to an in- 
dividual^ 
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that I think dangerous, but tlie risque' is yours> 
and you must determine for vourscltl 

C. 

All the obovc is private. 


N" 34. 

Friday Muon, jljiril If#, 1771. 

I iroi’E you will apj)rove of announcing 
ihc inclosed JuNUJS to-morrow*, and publishing 

clivklual, or ibroiigh ji filial obedicnro, which llun het'omo^ 
criiiiinul, (o rum aiulsuh\tn*t hi^ iiifaliiatcd Ivinjidonis. 

Your lalt’ acquiMtion of Lord Sidlolk will not do you much 
honour : ho i> of the siine .stump willi the nsi of your adhe- 
rents. llis Lordship lias ‘»*iveii the world a vi ry stronfv im- 
prcssion of his character ; and the disposition of Ids htufl, h} 
dc.serting' his priruMpul, and tlx? cause in which he oris^inally 
emharkecL and by hetrayinjr that fiieiidship, winch in the 
more early and \irtuous tune of his life he had cuntraclefl 
II w former |)arty need not rej^ret the lov.s ol' him, for thej arc 
by liis desertion disencumbered of a . 

lint I will now leave you, my I.ord, to tlmt mature ini-cnsi- 
hility Avhich is only to he aetplired by a stt ad\ per- evi rancc in 
infamy. 

I'A’ery principle of conscience you have lon^' aj^o been Inirdy 
enougli to discard. There has not been an action in the last 
two years of your life but what separately deserves imprison-' 
inent. The time may come ; and remember, my Lord, there 
is a very short period between a minister'.? imprisonment and 
his grave. Himjts. 

* Tliis pceuliarity is the author's. 

* Junius, Letter xmv. which was printed as rcf[ue''ted. 
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it on Monday. If, for any reasons that do not 
occur to me, you should think it unadviseable 
to print it as it stands, I must entreat the favour 
of you to transmit it to Bingley, and satisfy him 
that it is a real Junius, worth a North Briton 
Extraordinary. It will be impossible for me to 
have an opportunity of altering any part of it, 

I am, very truly, your friend, 

C. 


N" 35. 

Thursday, June 20, 1 7'7 1 . 

I AM strangely partial to the enclosed 
It is finished with the utmost care. If I find 
myself mistaken in my judgment of tliis paper, 
I positively will never write again. 

C. 

Let it be announced to-morrow, Junius to 
the Duke of CTrafton tor Saturday. 

I think Wilkes has closed well. I hope he 
will keep his resolution not to write any more *. 


^ Junius, No. xlix. to the Duke of Grafton. 

^ In allusion to the dispute between Mr. Wilkes and Mr. 
Horne, conducted with {^rcat acrimony, till the former re- 
solved, as here advised, not to answer after a definite period 
any additional letters, in consequence of the total occupation 
of his time in his canvass for tlie <»fl[icc of Sheriff' of London, for 
which he wa.s then a candidate, and to which situation he ulti_ 

7 rnately 
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30 . 

Julj/\G, 1771. 

'Fo prevent any unfair use being made 
ot the enclosed, I intreat you to keep a copy of 
if. 'I’heii sea) and deliver it to Mr. Horne, 
r presume you know where he is to be found '. 

C. 


Mifitclv >ur(‘tvdr(l. '11 k‘ totlo\viii||^ is tlie conclusion of the 
irtn r iicic --pukt ii nf, which u'a.s» of course, addrc.ssed to Mr. 
i Ionic. 

WlicihcT you proceed, Sir, to a thirteenth, <^v athlrtirth let- 
itr, i- lo iiKi a mailer of the most entire mddlcrcnee. You will 
U‘» K>n' 4 < r ha\<. me your correspondent. All the eilorts of your 
malice and rancour c.-umot give me a niouienl*s di.scpiietudc. 
rill y mil only tormcnl your own breast. 1 am wholly indif- 
ferent al)uut y'iiur scut i incuts of me, ha]»py m the favouralile 
opinion of many valnahlc Iritnds, in the inosi honourahlt con- 
nemous, boll) j)nl>lic and ])rjvate, and in the prospect of ren- 
dering’ niy^sclf eminently useful to my^ country h’ornicrly in 
c\ilc, u lit 11 I ua^- urln, putriuijiuc exiorris, and torn from en ry 
Mend tic offneiiddnp, I ha\e moistened my bread \v»tli my 
tears. 'I'he rest of my life I hope to enjoy my^ miinei at home 
ill peace and cheerfulness, among tlio-'C I love and honour, tar 
t’rom the malignant eye of the false friend, and ilic insidious 
hypocrite. 

1 am. Sir, 

Vour huiublt* servant, 

JOHN WJLKES.^^ 

^ iSote inclosing Jumius’s Letter to the Rev. Mr. Horne, 
.No. i.ir. 

VOL. I, 
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N° 37. 

August 13, mi. 

Pray make an erratum for ultimate in 
the paraj^rapli about the Duke of Grafton, it 
iJiouhl be intimate^ the re'^t is very correct '• If 
Mr. Horne answers this letter hanilsomely and 
in point, he shall be my great Apollo. 


N° 38. 

Wednesday jXooji, 2h, J 77 ^ , 

The enclosed is of such importance.. 
so very matei-ial, that it must be given to the 
public immediately *. 

I will not advise ; — though T think you per. 
feetly sate all I .say is that / rehj upon your 
care to have it printed either to-morrow in your 
own paper, or to-night in the Paerjuet. 

I have not been able to get yours from that 
place, but you shall hear fi-om me soon. 

* Junius, Letter liv. This letter appeared on the I3th of 
Au!;iist, 1771, Ihoiigih in the author’s edition it ts by ^ll^takc 
cldled the 1 5th. 

* The Id-ttor roFerreJ to is Junius, No. lvii. and was printed 
in the P. A. Saturdvi>, Sept. 38tb, 1771. 
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iV 39 . 

About Nov. 5, mi. 

Your reasons are very just about 
jirintiii" the Preface, &c. It is your own affair. 
Do what ever you think proper. I am con- 
vinced that the hook will sell, and I suppose 
will make two volumes, — the type might be one 
.size larger than Wheblc’s. But of all this you arc 
the best Judge. I think you should give money 
to the waiters at that place to make them more 
attentive '. The notes should be in smaller 
type. 

Pray find out, if you can, upon what day the 
late Duke of Bedford was flogged on the course 
at Litchfield by Mr. Hc.ston llomphrey 


N° 40. 

^ Friday, Nov. S, 17'7L 

The above to that Scotchman should 
be })rinted consjncuously to-morrow ^ At last 
I have concluded my great work, and I assure 
you with no small labour. I would have you 

‘ A ooflpc-housc at which letters, &c. were left for Juml j? 

* Si e JiJMCK, Lettor xxui. 

^ See Letters of No. lxvi. 

2 
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begin to advertise immediately, and publisii 
before the meeting of parliament ; let all »/y 
pa])ers in defence of Junius be inserted I 
shall now supply you very last with copy and 
notes, 'flu* pa])cr and tyj)e should at least be as 
good as 'M'heble’s *. You must correct the press 
j ourselli but I should be glad to see corrf’cted 
proofs of the two first sheets. Shew the Dedica- 
tion and Preface to Mr. Wilkes, and if he has 
any viatcrial objection, let me know. 1 say ?;w- 
fcm/ because of the difficulty of getting your 
letter. 

C. 

(Sfcvel.) 

Benvare of David Garrick he was sent to 
pump you, and went directly to Richmond to 

* The Letters Philo- Junius: iho-e nuinbored ixiu. 

and Lxiv. and the cxtracls» from the letters to tlu' Supporters ol 
tile Bill of Rights, 

^ The prt.'sent ropectable proprietor and pulilisher of the 
County Chronicle. 

^ Garrick had received a letter from Woodlall just before 
the above note ol Jlmus Mas sciu to the RrinitT, in whirli 
Garrick wa*' told, in roufidence. that here wa re Mune iloiibt.s 
whether JtNius would continue to write imidi longer. Gar- 
rick llcw with the intelligence to Mr. Raniii.>, one of the pages 
to die King, who immediately conveyed it to his Majesty, at 
that tune residing at Richmond, and from the peculiar sourre.s 
ol' inlormat ion that were open to this extraordinary writer, 
was ,.ppri 2 t(l of the whole Irmsaetion on tin* ensmug 
rnoniiii^*, and wrote tne above postscript, and the httcr that 
follows it, in coa>ecjacm'e. 
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tell the King I should write no moi\-. The De- 
dication must stiind first. 


N^41. 

TO MR. DAVID GARRICK. 

Son. 10, mi. 

I AM very exactly informed of your 
impcrlinent inquiries, and of the intormation 
you so busily sent to llichmond, and with what 
triumph and exultation it was received. I knew 
every particular of it the next day. — Now mark 
me, vagaboml. — Keep to your pantomimes, or be 
assured you shall hear of it. Meddle no more, 
thou busy informer ! — It is in power to make 
you curse tlic hour in which you dared to inter- 
fere wiiJt 

JUNIUS'. 

' Mr. Garnrk bad, lid'ore this jrcriod, been threatened tVi 
his MipposMt political bias to the Court, as will api'i'ar from a 
•huriji- whieli Mr. Horne brought iorward against Mr. Wilke.s, 
during the personal altercation which look place between them 
m the months of May and June preceding tlic date of this let- 
ter, and which is more particularly noticed in the note to 
.Ionics, Letter No. Lit. Mr. Horne’s accusation is a.s follows; — 
Whilst Mr. Wilkes was in the King’s Kench, he sent a 
ihreateiiing message to Mr. Garrick to forbid his jtlaymg the 
part of 1[astiii"s in the tragedy of Jane Shore ; on account ol 
some lines in that jday which Mr. Wilkes thought applicable 
to Ills own situation. Mr. Garrick complained exceedingly 

n 

Oi 
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I would send tlic abo\’c to Garrick directly, 
but that I would av'oid having this J)and too 
commonly seen. Oblige me, then, so much as 
to have it copied in any hand, ami sent by the 
penny post, (Iiat is i/‘ you dislike sending it in 
your own writing. — I must be nnwe cautious 
tJian ever. I am sure I should not sunnve a 

of the cnielty of niicli an interdict, and wished to be permitted 
to proceed in Ins endeavours to please llie public in the c’oin- 
rnoji course of his profes'^ion. The patriot was inexorable ; 
and Mr. fiarrick has not appeared in that character since, llir 
Lord Chamht’rldins control by Act of Parlianic'iit over the 
pleasures of the public is exercised only over new plays.’^ 

To tins cliari;e Mr, Wilkes replied a.^ follows, odirini>^ seve- 
ral justly merited compliments to the liithcrto unrivalled 
p^cnius of Mr. Garrick. 

TO THE REV. MR. IlORNP. 

Prince' s Court, Thursday, June(j,\ll\* 
" Your ninth Letter has relieved me not a little hy 
taking: me to the theatre, and recalling; to my doli^ditcd re- 
mtMubrance the amazing powers both <»f nature anti art in tlic 
ino‘'t wonderful geniu^ that ever trod the English, or per- 
haps any stage, I’or Ins rival, Roscius had a great defect, erat 
perrersissimis ocuUs. You say ' Mr. Wilkes was in the 

King's Eeneh,' &c. The whole of this pompous tale is, that 
5onK warm friends of Mr. Wilkes imagined that Mr. Garrick 
acted the part of Hastings at that tune in a manner very 
difler' nt IVom what he had usirdly dont‘, and marked too 
strout^ly sonic particular passage.s unfavourable to the gene- 
rous print iples, and to the friends, of freedom. They talked 
of expressing their disapprobation in the theatre, at the next 
reprCvsentdtioii of Jane Shore, and likewise in the public prints. 

Mr. Wilkes 
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discovery three days ; or, if I did, thtj would at- 
taint me by bill. Change to the Soynerset Cojfee- 
house, and let no mortal know the alteration. 
I am persuaded you are too honest a man to 

iMr. Wilkes therefore tlioui^ht it prudent to state the case hy 
two or three {gentlemen to IMr. Garrick himself, and said, iic 
feared tlie part of Ilastinirs mij^ht brinj; on many di.s.ii^rteahio 
eon.seqiiniixM to the givat actor hinisclf as well as to Mr. 
Wilkes and his connections if continued in the manner tlicu 
stated. Mr. (oirri<*k receixed the friendly admonition in the 
most friendly way, but declared that the j^entleincn. w ho had 
given Mr. Wilkcs the account of his acting had 

greatly mistaken, that he ha<i not made the least alteration in 
the usual manner of acting that part on account of the politi- 
cal disputes of the times, hut been sc>lely guided by liis own 
feelings : that he always had acted that part, and alw.iys 
should play it m the ^'ame manner, not however slavishly eojiy- 
mg himself, but with ail ihc variety which from tune to time 
his genius might dictate, preserving still the ca-^t and spirit of 
the original character. Nothing mon* pa.s.scd on this subject 
hetxxceii Mr. (.’arrick and me, nor has that geiitit man exer 
e\pres.sed the slightest displeasure against iMr Wilkes, or 
Ills friends ; so far has he been from comjtUdmn^ exceedingly 
of the cruelly (f an interdict, which never existed. 

Did it escape your memory. Sir, that one of the objec- 
tions made at that time by my friends, was the peculiar em- 
phasis Mr. Chirriek was said to give to the following hues of 
llasting^^, which some thouqht applicable to your situation . : — 

III befall 

Such meddling Priests, who kindle up confusion, 

-And vex the quiet world w'ith their vain scruples; 

By heaven ’tis done in perfect spight to peace. 

“ You say, ' 1 think with half his (Mr. GarrickN) merit I 

should 


7 
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contribute in any way to my dcstiuction. Act 
bouourably by me, and at a proper lime you 
sliai! know me. 

1 ibiiik the second page, with tbe widest 
linos, looks l)est. What is your essential reason 
lid’ lh(‘ change '? I send you some more sheets. 
— I think the paper is not so good as JVhebk's ^ — 
but I may ))e mistaken — the ly})e is good. The 

‘hoiild liiivc lirul twK t' In'- r(»ura;»o.’ If you mruu theairira^ 
nu'vit, 1 i;ui till yuu uf .-oiiiu ui wbioh you would in- 

fiiuu ly tjur -;uont luii^lish actor, I iiicau ail those jiarfs 

iVniu whiel)- Puder, VirumquCy Vidc^tjve. In ([1101001 
Siihnail Locum Intindos^ Dolitjiu, ImiduKjuc. 5 iv. iVt'. You 
\v'<Mild oc/, Hod he l(o^o with succiss, ^Ir. Garrick ]ia> that 
in htin, vvljjcli niu';j ever prcu'ul )us aclini; well iii lluit rlia- 
raeter. You have that in which W’ouM make it easy and 
iiptural. Shi/lock too our Ko^eui^ must n(‘\er altenipi. The 
(’lirisliau IVicst of’ liivnirortl has no vain scruples to jircvcnt 
his uiidertakuvj: aiul Ixinp: a]>plaiulc'd in that part. He niipflit 
then talk of dping hi.s hlacJc coal red ivith blood in an innocent 
way on the ^tao’c, which at Brentford inspired a savage horror. 

“ 'I'he pleasing liours, which Mr. Garrick gave inc at the 
King’s Benchj i have ileducicd from tlic injury of a long and 
cruel impnsunnient, and I think of him a.i Gicero did of the 
great lioman actor, cum artifex cjus odi sit, ut solus dignus 
videa/ur csscj (pii in scena spectetnr : iinn vir ejusmodi est, ui 
solus dignus videaliir, qui to non accedaf, 

** 1 am. &c. 

JOHN WILKES.” 

* In ailiMon to a specimen of the intended genuine edition 
of tin Lcttc's. 



TO Mr. H. S. WOODl’ALL. 

aspersions thrown upon my letter the Bill of 
Rights ‘ should be refuted by puhlicaiion. 

Prevail upon Mr. Wilkes to let you ha\e ex- 
tracts of my second and third letters to him. It 
will make the book still more new. I would see 
them before they are printed, hut keep this last 
to yourself*. 


4 ± 

Nor. IJ, 1771. 

PiiiNT the following as soon as you 
think pro})er, and at the head of your paper k 
I sent you tliiee sheets of cojiy last night. 
When you send to me, instead of the usual 
signal, say, llnde.r shall he considered, and keep 
the alteration a secret to every body. 


* III tlif rorriN|K)n(k lice uJiicIi to4>k plarc between IMj- 
Wilkes and Ji Ml I wn of Ins letters related U) the lldi td 
Rij^hts Soeu ly, and were written in di'-approbation of he\eral of 
tlieir incaMire.s, 'Fhese letter.N were, in many respects, misre- 
presented to (he public, and in Ins own opinion, piirposcli/ 
by Mr. Iloriie. The explanatory extract?* here referred to, 
were re-pui)hshed at the clo^c of the second volume of (lie 
genuine edi( ion, and w ill be found in Vol. IL p. 444. The 
letters are given at length in the private correspond enee of J i - 
Nirs and Mr. Wilkes. 

* On die out.dde of this letter was written private and 
partieidar." 

^ Certain paragraphs relating to tlic marriage of the late 
Duke of Cumberland, inserted in the Preliminary Essay, p. 
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41 

About Nov. 15, n7i. 

If you can find the dale of the Duke 
of Bedford’s iiog'ging, insert it in the note 
1 think il was soon after tJie Westminster elec- 
tion. — 'J'Jic Philos are not to be placed as notes, 
except where I mention it particularly. I have 
no doubt of what you say about David Garrick — 
so drop the note. The truth is, that in order to 
curry favour, he made himself a greater rascal 
than he was. Depend upon what I tell you ; — 
the King understood that he had found out the 
secret by his own cunning and activity. — As it 
is ini])ortant to deter him from meddling, I de- 
sire you will (ell him that I am aware of his prac- 
tice.s, and will certainly be revenged, if he does 
not desist. An ajipeal to the public from Junius 
wouUI destroy him. 

Let me know whether Mr. Wilkes will give 
von the extracts 

1 cannot proceed without answers to those 
seven tpieries. 

Think no more of Junius Americanus^. — Let 
him rejnint his letters himself! He acts most 

^ Sic* note to T.ittt r \xiii. of Ji'Nius, jwstj p. 238, 

^ Ketcrn il 1u ui No. 41. 

^ Juniuji Amerifamis wa> a frequent writer in the Public 
Advertiser clnnng the years 1709, 1770, and 1771. His let- 
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dishonourably, in suftering Junius to bo so tra- 
duced ; but this flilsohood will all ro' crt upon 
Horne. In the moan time, 1 laugh at him. 

With submission I think it is not your inte- 
rest to declare that I have done. 

As to yourself, I really think you are in no 
danger. You arc not the object, and }?uiusluug 
you (unless it answered the purpose ol’ slo})])i ng 
the press) would be no gratification to the King. 
If undesigncdly I should send you any thing 
you may think tiangcrous, judge for yo'.irsell’, or 
take any opinion you think proper. You cannot 
offend or afflict me but by hazarding your own 
safety. They talk of farther informations, but 
they will always hold that language in krrornn. 

Don’t always use the .same signal — any absurd 
Latin verse wilt answer the purpose '. 

Let me know about what time you may want 
more copy. 

tcr.s chiefly rclaOd, as his sionatiire readily siigjrest?', to tiic 
disputes of the cdbincl with the American colonies; and, m 
the coLirhC of his strictures, he attrihuted to Ji NUy.'^ doctrines, 
ill relation to their «lepcndaiic<’ on the legislature of Great 
Eritaiii, which he had never avowed, nor even mcluied lo. At 
thi.s time there was some idea of publishing- iheiri collectively. 
Tliey were written by a Dr. Charles Lee, as may be seen by a 
reft rt nee to the private correspondence of Junius and Mr. 
Wilkes. 

* See Preliminary Essay, page *41. 
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Upon reflection, 1 think it absolutely neces- 
sary to send that note to D. G.' only say prat- 
ikes instead ot' hnperiineut inquiries. I think you 
have no measures to keep with a man who could 
betray a confidential letter, for so base a purpose 
as pleasing *** ****** *#*#*#***^ 
Tell me how long it may be before you want 
more copy. — I want rest most severely, and am 
going to find it in the country for a few days, 
(himbriensis* has taken greatly. 


44 . 

27, l77l. 

I'riE postscript to Titus must be omitted^. 
—I did never (piestion your understaiuling. Tar 
otherwise. The Latin word simplex conveys to 


’ David Uari ick. See No. 41. 

^Sce iMisccll. Lcttciv, No. rii.Vol, III. p. 415. It was printed 
in the Public Advcrti.'.cr, Nov. IcJth, 1771, upon the inarria|^e 
of tlic late Duke of Cuiiiberland with Mr^. Horton, the sister 
of Col. LultrelJ. 

^ His postscript addressed to Titus w^s added to his letter to 
Sir Wm. Draper, of Feb. IS, 17G9. It engaged to {^ive Titus 
a severe castij^ation, for having* written AVith some dej^ree of 
acrimony on the same side as the Knifi^ht of the Bath. The 
«nfja<^'enx* nt, however, was not fulfil’ ^d under his si<^nature of 
JuNii s, and lienee the propriety of omitting the postscript in 
question in In*, own edition. Sec farther on this subject, note 
to JuNu:\, LtUer iv. post, p. 83. in which Titus’s letter is in- 
.^erted. 
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me an amiable character, and ne\er denotes 
folly. Though wc maj' not be deficient in point, 
of capacity, it is very possible that neither of us 
may be cunning enough for Mr. Garrick. But 
with a sound heart, be assured you are better 
gifted, c\ cn fo]' worldly happiness, than if you 
had been cursed with the abilities of a Mansfield. 
After long experience of the world, I affirm Ix;- 
fore (jod, I never knew a rogue who was not 
unha])})y. 

Your account of my letter to the Bill ol’ 
Rights asLoiiishcs me. 1 always thought the 
misrepresentation had been the work of Mr. 
Horne'. I will not trust myself with suspect- 
ing. The remedy is in my own hands, but, for 
Mr. Wilkes’s honour, I wish it to come freely and 
honourably from hintself. Publish nothing of 
mine until I have seen it. In the mean time be 
as.sured, that nothing can be more e.x])ress, than 
my declaration against long parliaments. — 'I'ly 
Mr. Wilkes once inore — speak for me in a most 
friendly but Jirm tone, — t hat I n ill ml submit to 


* lit: lit re atliiijls tlial Ijc was nii.stakcn in the t nnjcctiuc that 
florae hatl iriisrc|>rt*^enlcd tlu* seutiiiifnts conveyed in hit. Ixl- 
tCTs to tile Bill of Rij^hts Sonely. Yet us he publislicd ‘le 
same opinion in his own cilihoin which is reprinted in X'ol. Ih 
p. 444. he must afterwards liave had fresh ^rounds for re-.e * 
creditiii}^ il, while in the prestiii IcUer he seems uior* tlia:? 
half to suspect Wilkes Imiiseir. 

a 
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be any longer aspersed. — Iletwccn ourselves let 
me recommend it to you to be jniicli upon your 
guard with patriots. — I fear your friend Jerry 
Dyson wdl lose his Irish pension'. Say received. 

In j)a.j;e it should be ///<• iiistead of your^, 
this is a av»)c/‘uI mistake ;--])ray take caie for the 
fuiiiie keep a ]nige for errata. 

David Garrick has literally forced me to 
break my resolution of writing no inorch 

* IIo IVaml w ith rca.sou Jcn miali Dyson, Ivstj. was oikmiI 
Un: lords ol' llic iidnuralty. and in I'Vb. 1770, resigned hb sf iil 
in t‘a\onr ol' ofu lalt* lannnitcd foreion mini>U‘r Mr. Fox, mioii 
an Jn.di ]ini>ion of of 1500 per annum for liis own life, and 
that ol Ins three .^on^. The following is an account of tlit 
inodt' in which ho !o4 it; 

111 a eoinnuttoc of siippl)' of the House f»f Commons ol 
Ireland, TSov. 25, 1771, after a lon^* debate the que^^tion was 
put, and, on a division, it was carried airain>t thi' pen- ion, hy 
a majority one, the numbers bein^ for it 105, against it l0t>; 
on wlueh the House innnedialely resolved, ‘ That the pension 

lilted ti> .lerennah Dv'-ou, Esrj and his tlirec sons, is an un* 
j(le^?e^^ar;y eiiar^e upon th-i estahhslnnent of Ireland, and oiii^ht 
not to he jirovided for/ Ordered, * That the ■-uid pension 
be struck oil* the ii"! of pensioners upon the csublislunent ut 
Ireland/* 

* li; the opcniiny of the Letters of Junius, No. hi. it was 
ori^mallv ])nnted in the p;emiine edition, “ \ our defends” ike. 
Jn the pusenl \ ditiun the correction ha.s bn ii duly adojitcd, 

^ The Letter alluded to is Junius, No. lxvh. 
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^'“ 43 . „ . .. 

I M I. 

These papers arc all in their exact 
order. Take great care to keep them so. In a 
few days more I shall have sent yon all the copy. 
You must then take care of it yoursolfi except 
that I must see proof sheets of the Dedication 
and Preface, and these, if at all, 1 must see 
before the end of next week. You shall Jjave 
the extract to go into the second volume, it will 
be a short one. Scsevola, I see, is determined 
to make me an enemy to Lord Camden'. If it 
be not wilful malice, 1 beg yon will signify to 
him, that when I originally mentioned Lord 
Camden’s declaration about the Corn Bill, it was 
without any view of discussing that doctrine, 
and only as an instance of a singular oj)inion 
maintained by a man of great learning .and in- 
tegrity. Such an instance was necessary to the 
plan of my letter. I think he has in effect in- 
jured the man whom he meant to defend. 

When you send the above-mentioned proof 
sheets, return my own copy with them. 


N® 46. 

Dec. 10, 1 i7l 

The inclosed completes all the materials 
that 1 can give you. I have done my part. Take 

' For further particulars of thin 'iispute, see Letters of . I c- 
NIUS, No. LX, 
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care ^ou do yours. There are still two letters 
wanting, which J expect nou U'ill not Jail to in- 
sert in their places. One is I’rom I’hilo-Junius 
to Sctevola about Lord Camden, the other to a 
friend of the peojdc about pressing*. Tliey 
must be in the course of October.— -I have no 
view but to serve you, and consequently baAe 
<mly to desire that the Dcdic'atioii and Vreface 
in.ay be correct. Look to it. If you take it U})ou 
yourself, I will not forgive your suffering it to be 
spoiled. I weigli every word; and every altera- 
tion, in my eyes at least, is a blemish. 

I should not trouble you or myself about 
that blockhead Scaevola, but that his absurd 
fiction of ;«// being Lord Camden’s enemy has 
done harm. — Kvery fool can do mischief; ihcre- 
foie signify to him what X said. 

Carrick has certainly bctiayed himself, pro- 
bably * ** * i - * jfc * # makes it a rule to 

betray e\ery body that confides in him. Thai 
new disgrace of iManslield is true* : what do 

Thc-c two let UTS aro luinilKTcd V/ido-Jiiniiis, lx. .iiul fxu 

'Hk* allusion is to a cuunc winch wa*^ tried at the Sunuiici 
^''-l/c foi the county orSurn y, in 1771, Mcarts and Shcpicy 
yiiaiUNi h>r a f iT.spasSj in wliich 1 ik> LoicUhip was sup- 

i_> liinc .;ivcn a Very partial in fiivour of the Dc- 

tuid.mt, u 1*0 ljcn l»\ oblaiiKid a verdict. The Plaintids, iiow- 
ev< i‘, tdi itiij -Vjich uhna^ 'rcrni followMii”*, tnoved tlic Court of 
(Virnnuxi Pitas I’or i in w Inal, on the ground of the niisducc- 
tion of the iLidgt.. rik* judge was calluJ u])on for his rc]>ovt . 

winch 
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you mean by affirming that the Dowager is 
better ? I tell you that she suckles toads from 
morning till night'. I think I have now done 
my duty to you, so farewell. 


which he could not make without sending to the Plainlifl**s at- 
torney for his affidavit of tlie transaction. — He made his report 
at last, to which he subjoined that he was perfectly satisfied 
with the verdict of the jury. — The Court of Common Picas 
was dearly of opinion, that Lord Maii'fidd had acted contrary 
to every principle of evidence both in law and equity, in ad- 
mitting Matthews and Hiscox to give parol evidence, contrary 
to a clear explicit agreement in writing, which they had at- 
tested — and asserted that, if such a practice was to obtain, it 
would go a great way towards subverting the Statute of Frauds 
and Perjuries, and would be a most dangerous iidcl to perjury, 
and a means of rendering mcii^s properties very precarious and 
insecure. The Court therefore set aside the verdict, and or- 
dered a new trial; and it appeared to the Court to be so gross 
a misdirection, that it dispensed with the uaual terms of pay- 
ment of costs. Although Lord Mansfield, in liis direction to 
the jury, represented the trespasses as small and insignificant, 
and the action as litigious, the Court of Common Pleas said the 
trespasses were obstinate, wilful, and malicious. 

Mr. Rowlinson, ihe Plaintilf's attorney, felt so dissatisfied 
with the conduct of Lord Mansfield upon the occasion, that in 
the same term a motion was made at his instigation, to have 
his name struck off the Rolls of the Court of King’s Bench, 
which was, after some expressions of astonishment, acquiesced 
in, when he was immediately admitted into the Common Picas. 

‘ lie refers to the following paragraph in the Public Adver- 
tiser for December 6, 1771 : — 

** Wc have the pleasure to assure the public, from the most 
undoubted authority, that the repeated accounts of Her Royal 
VOJL. I. Highness 
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N« 47. 

Bee. 11, I'Ml. 

Makjo your mind cjisv about me, I be- 
lievo \oii are an lioiiost man, and 1 never an) 
an^i v*. — Saj^ to-morrow ‘‘ We a'e desired to 
iiildrjji Nca'voJa, that his })ri\ate note was re- 
ceived witli the most profound indiftercnce and 
conteinj)t\’" I s(‘e his design. The Duke of 

lli(‘ PiMHi-vs DoMiii^^tT (»r W'.ilt’s belli;;- \<“ry illj and 
Ik r life 111 ^rcai daiiiror, are e nhrely false, Mich reports liein^ 
only t aleiilated to ])i'<jiu<»le tin* siuini( i\il spirit of ;;‘amblin2^, by 
ni'suraiiee on The JViiieess Dowiip^ei* v\ a> at this tinu* 

ailhcleci with a caiieo*, and died on the 8 tii of January m tlie 
follow I Hi; year. 

* lie had neeived a note from Mr. Woodlall, vindii-atiiK^ 
liiniHlf frtun an}' iniprojH r motive in bis eomnumieatioi) to 
Mr. (li'irnek, wlmdi has been already referred to. 

^ 'flic mforniation to Scarofa was duly ( oinmimiealed in 
ihe Public x\d\erliser : and (he Ilippam y of the. writer’.^ style, 
and (he coquetry of lu> jinlitical attac lunenls fully merited th( 
contempt here t\j>r(^'«eil lor liim. Mis first tWf) or three lettei-s 
were w ntteJi a:- an a(>olo;^y for ctilain nu onsiderate expressions 
winch Jiad fallen from lanil Camden, and were not defieient m 
nienl. They Men notieed by our author under Ihe auxiliary 
si;;'n'jtiire ol‘ Plulo-Jimiu'^, in Lrnr.its i>f Jcmus, No. ex- 
Oet. L), IJ71. Scavold, u hoever he wa. , lieeame eonceited 
by lla. allentioii thus lK >towfd upon him ; ar.d, more i ^peciall} , 
a> svUiii <*iher e<;rri>poiulenl of the Public Advertiser had cr- 
roncou^ly asenbrd lus Utier> to Lord Camden inmsclf. To 
prove, linwt ej, that la* wa^ not f.tml (’amden, lie mnv, in 
the rnid.M ol hi> <•< neral admira(K»n of his Lordship’s political 
chararicr. altacK- him upon a variety <»f. what lie ventures to 

denominate. 



TO Mil. II. S. WOODFAI.L. 




Grafton has been long labouring to di'^^ach Cam- 
den. This Sctcvola is the wretcliedc.st of all 
Ibols, and dirty knave. 

Upon no accounts, nor for any reason wbat- 
.soever are you to write to me, unfi) 1 give you 
notice. 

^Vlien tlie book is finished, let me have a .sett 
bound in vellum, gilt, and lettered .Icnil s 1. 11. 
as handsomely as you can — tlie eilges gilt — let 
the sheets be well dried helin e binding. — I must 
also have two setts in blue paper covers. This is 
all the fee I shall ever desire of you. I think 
you ought not to ))ublish beibre the second 
week in January. 

Tlie London Packet is not worth our notice. 
1 suspect Garrick, and 1 would have you hint so 
To him. 


N” 4H. 

Jauiuny (1, 1*7711. 

I HAVE a thing to mention to you in 
great confidence. I expect yoiii' assistance, ami 
rely upon your seci'ecy. 


tb iioiniiialc, capiial (rrors, and that willi, at Jta>t, a-, iiiuch 
violence as any ol’ his Lorddiip’s avout J advcr.-arios of the 
day. Ill fi u nords ho bccaiiic a pcrjx tiial, wcari-^oinc, and 
conteiTijitihlc '•crihhier; and well t^cserved the cliasti.‘‘CnK'i]t 
here ji’ivcn liim by Ji mi. 
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There is a long paper ready for publication « 
but which must not apj)car until tlie morning of 
the meeting of parliament, nor be announced in 
any shape whatsoever*. Mucli depends upon its 
appearing unexpectedly. If you receive it on 
the 8lh or 9th instant, can you in a day or two 
have it composed, and tw'o proof sheets struck 
oir and sent me ; and can you keep the press 
standing ready lor the Public Advertiser of the 
21st, and can all this be done with such secrecy 
that none of your people shall know what is 
going forward, except the composer, and can 
you rely on Ins fidelity ? Consider of it, and, if 
it be possible, say yi:s, in your paper to-morrpw. 

1 think it will take four full columns at the 
least, but I undertake that it shall sell. — It is 
essential that I should have a proof sheet, and 
correct it myself 

Let me know if the books arc ready that I 
may tell you what to do with them. 


4a 

SaturJiiy.Junvaiy M, 1772. 

Youn failing to sei d me the proofs, as 
3 'ou engaged to do, disappoints and distresses 


* Letter lo Lord Juifius, No. lxviii. 
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me extremely'. It is not merely U; correct the 
press (though even that is of consequence), but 
for another most material purpose This will 
be entirely ilefeateel, if you do not let me have 
the two proofs on Monday morning. 

The paper itself, is, in my opinion, of the 
highest stile of Junius, and cannot fail to .sell. — 
My reason for not announcing it was that the 
party might have no time to concert his mea- 
sures with the Ministry. Ihit, upon reflection, 
I think it may answer better (in order to excite 
attention) to advertise it the day before, Junius 
to Lord Chief Justice Man.fielU to-morroxe. 

Quoting from memory, I have made a mis- 
take about lilackstone, where I say that he con- 
fines the 2>oxi'cr to the Court, and docs not extend 
it to the Judges separately, 'fliosc lines must 
be omitted. — The re^t is right. — If yon have 
any regard for me or for the cause, let nothing 
hinder your sending the proofs on Monday. 


N*’ 50. 

Jan lift nj 16, 1773. 
I iiETUUN you the proof, with the errata, 
which you will be so good as to correct care- 

* Of JiiNius Xo. Lxviii. referred to in th? prccedinj:; letfer. 

* He seems to allude to a promise, or expectation, of 
assistance from some friendly quarter. 
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fully. I have the greatest reason to be pleased 
with your care aiiil attention, and wish it wci’c 
in niy i»()\ver to render you some essential ser- 
vice. — Announce it on Woiulav. 


\ 1 . 

( l^ lY lit ‘ 

S lili) (let/, Jam 18 , Vile. 

"^rnK gentleman’ who transacts the con- 
veyancing part of our correspondence tells me 
there. Mas much ditlicnhy last night. For this 
reason, and because it could be no way material 
for me to sc'c a paper on Saturday which is to 
apju'ar on Aloiulay, 1 resolved not to send f(»r 
it. — Vour hint of this mottling, I suppose relates 
to this'. — 1 am truly concerned to see that the 
publication of the hook is so long delayed. — 
ft ought to have appeared before the meeting 
of Farliameiit. — Hy no means would I have you 
ittsert this long letter, if it made more than the 
ditleretice of I wo days in the jmhlication. Believe 
me the delay is a real injmy to the cause. The 
letter to M.- may come into a new edition. 

* ( lilt' ‘^1 Mtlnnan uoiluni; fs kn<»wn. 

' 'kR-'Uor IfM ('rn b|>oiul(ut>, Jau. 

18th, 1 77 J. 

^ Lt'tlor* ** of Ji No. LWfft. 
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Mr. Wilkes seems not to know il’at Moriis 
published tliat letter'. — I tliink voii slioulcl set 
Jiim right. 

J.nnrtri/ 2 1 77J. 

Having nothing l)etlcr to do, 1 pro- 
j)Ose to entertain niyself and the pnblie, with 
torturing tliat >i ^ ^ 

rington *. He luis just ap])oinietl a J'Veneh 
broker liis deputy, l!)r no reason but Iiis rela- 
tion to Hradshaw ’. I lu'ar tioiu all ([iiarlers, 
that it is looked upon as a niostiinpudent insult 
to the Army. — He eareful not to ha\'e it known 

’ Mr. Robn’t was a barri'-lor, win > took a very aclivr 

])ai’t ill tlu; city <li''|niUv, and on the |H)|>nlar hide, and w.isbc- 
cretary to tlic Hill of Ui^lUh Sticiety. For a further accoiinf nl” 
Imn, ‘^cc note to iMi.hct'llaiu'oiis [.ciltTs, No. mi. VoI. Ill, 
p. ojS. lie orca.>ionally wrote in the A. 'J'he ])uhlic:iljon 
of the letter alluded to, Wilkes hail allnhuled to a Mr. F’aw 
drnn. See Private Le tter, No. S2. 

“ Lord JlaiTinf;ton was at tliih tune Secret, iri un the War- 
Department. Tli- iiad niiiformly i \hil>it( d liinihi if unfMendly 
to the })o|uilar raiNe, and wlien in the Iowa r IJou.'t, made the 
motion nil7(i9, for expt llinj; WdktN, winch w a^ m conded l)y 
Rio’by. The letter that accompanied thi> note ih nnmhend 
cv. in the Miscellaneous Collection, and the signature of Ji- 
Mus will be founil to be excbani;’cd fur that of Vrit:r(in. 

^ JMr. (’banner, brother in law to Bradshaw^ the Duke of 
(Grafton's ])rivate Secretary, Set; some notice taken of him 
111 No. Lxxxin. Vol. III. p.dOG. of Uic.jMiheellancous Letleih — . 
signature Domitimi, dale December i24, K'/O. 
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to come from me. Such an insignificant crea- 
ture is not worth tlie generous rage of Junius. I 
am impatient for the book. 


53 . 

jMondtnjy feb, 3, 

I coNi'F.ss I do not see the use of the 
talJc of contents. I tliink it wiJJ l)e endless 
and answer no purpose ; — An index of proper 
names and materials would in my opinion be 
sufllic icnt.— You may safely defy the malice of 
Mr. Wheble'. 'Whoever buys such a book will 
naturally prefer the Author’s Kditiou, and I think 
it will always be a book for sale. I really am 
in no hurry about that sett. Purling, I hear, is 
to come in flu- Eastlow.— A sure proof of the 
connection between him and government*. I 
would have you open any thing that may be 
brought to you for me (except from Mr. "Wilkes) 
—and not fbi ward it unless it ’'c material. 

That large roll contained a Pamphlet, 

’ Wh lilc had already printed an imperfect edition of the 
Li tter.' ol' JuMii.*'. 

^ John l uiimi;, Emp one of the directors of the Fast India 
rcra,»any, wIjo to<'k a very active part m Uitir alKiirs, at tliat 
period. 
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N° 54. 

Monday y Feb, 10, 1772. 

If you have any thing to communicate, 
you may send it to the original place for once 
N. E. C. — and mention any new place you think 
proper, West of Tcin])le liar. The delay ol' 
the book spoils every tiling. 


55. 

Mtmdjy Vvh 17, 1772. 

SijREi.y you have misjudged it very 
much about (he book. I could not have con- 
ceived it possible that you could protract the 
publication so long. — At this time, particu- 
larly before Mr. Sawbridge’s motion', it would 
have been of singular use. You have trifled too 
long Avith the public expectation. — At a certain 
point of time the appetite palls. — Ifear you have 
already lost the season. — The book, I am sure, 
Avilllose the greatest part of the effect I expected 
from it, — But I have done. 


N" 5i>. 

About Feb. 22, 

I DO you the justice to believe that 
the delay has been unavoidable. The expedient 

* In favour of trnnnial parliaments, as already noticed in a 
note to the Preliminary Dissertation. 
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• you propose of })riiiting the Dedication and Pre- 
face in the P. A. is unadvisable. The attention 
of the j)ul)lic would tlicn be quite lost to the 
book itselii I think your rivals will be disap- 
pointed. Nobody will apply to them when they 
can be siqqilied at the fountain head. J hope 
you are too t()rward to have any room for that 
letter of Domitiau', othei’W'i''e it is juerely in- 
different. The T.atin I thought, jnuch superior 
to the Knglish. — 'J'hc intended bill, in conse- 
<|nence of the inessag'c, wall be a most dangerous 
innovation in the internal policy of this coun- 
try^. — What an abandoned prostituted ideot is 
your Lord Ma\or'. 'fhe shameful mismanage- 
ment which brought him into office, gave me the 
first and an unconquerable disgust. — All I can 
now say is make haste with the book. — 

C. 

The ap])ointment of this broker"* I am told 
gives universal disgust. That * * ^ * * * * 

* * # * # * 5 iK'vei have taken a stop 

apparently so absurd, if thcie were not some 

* 'Fins U ltpr, ftir llu: n asou Ucro statffl, was not printed in 
the ULnniiK' edition. 

Tin lull alludi'd to IS thr Roy:il Act. 

In ailii'don to tlir ])artial and impolitic condiirt of JMr. 
T\a.dij at till- 'mu* Lord Mayor, upon the eominon (picstions 
of city pohin ^ l)rou;^»i{ in um liim, especially in refusing to tall 
a rominoii hall, agreeably to a n qiic.st very generally signified 
to him for this purpose, 

Chamna'. ^ Lord Barrington. 
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wicked design in it more tlian wo art.- aware ofl 
At any rate the broker should l)e run -down. 
Thai at least is due to liis master. 


iV .>7. 

Siiliirday, I'lh.'J'*, \112. 

1 .VM voiy glad lo see liiat (lie hook 
will he out lieliire Sawliridge’s motion, 'riieri' 
is no oeeasion liir a mark of admiration at llie 
end of tlie motto. Ihit it is of no moment 
whatsoever. When you see iNfr. \V. pray return 
him my thanks liir the trouble lie has taken. I 
wisli he had taken more'. — 1 should be glad 
to have a sett, sewed, left at the same place to- 
morrow evening. Let it lie well sealed uji, 

C. 


!Si‘’ 58 . 

Tt'Xsdiiy, iMurch 'j, 1772. 

Your letter was twice refused hrsl 
night, and the waiter as often attemjitcd to see 
the jierson who sent tor it. — T was inijiaticnt to 
see the book, and think I had a right to that 
attention a little beline the general publica- 

* Mr. Wilkc.s, yt tlif rrquest of Junius, perused and re- 
M>ed tlie Dfdicatnm and Preface to the gemiine edition of the 
letters. 
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tion \Vlicn I desired lo have two setts sewe<r 
and one bound in vellum, it was not from a 
principle of ccconomy. I despise such little 
s^in^s, and shall still be a purchaser. — If I was 
t^juy as many setts as I want, it would be 
remarked. 

Pray let the hco setts be well parcelled up 
and le/’t at the bar of Monday’s Coffee-house, 
Maiden Lane, with the same direction, and 
with orders to be tlelivcred lo a chairman who 
will ask l()r them in the course of to-morroAv 
evening, larcwcll. 


59 . 

Thursday, March S, 1772. 

Your letters with the books are come 
safe to hand. The diflicnlty of corresponding 
arises from situation, and necessity to which we 
must submit, lie assured 1 will not give you 
more troulile than is iinaA oidable. — If the vellum 
books are not yet hound, I would wait for the 
index. If they are, let me know by a line in the 
P. A. — When they arc ready, they may safely 
be Ictr at the same jdacc as last night. 


’ The ^^enuitje f Jiiion of ihe letters was publi4ied on the 
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On your account I was alarmed at the price 
of the book. — But of the sale of books I am no 
judge, and can only pray lor your .success. — 
What you say about the profits ' is very hM||l. 
some. I like to deal with such men. aWov 
myself, be assured that I am far above all pecu- 
niary views, and no other person I think has 
any claim to .share with you. Make the jnost of 
it therefore, and let all your \ iews in life be di- 
rected to a solid, however moderate independ- 
ence. Without it no man can be hap])y, nor 
even honest. — 

If I saw any pros])cct of uniling the city 
once more, 1 would readily continue io labour in 
the vineyard. Whenever Air. Wilkes can tell 
me that sucli an union is in prospect, he shall 
hear of me. 

Quod si qiiis exislimat me aid vohinhde esse 
mutatd, aut dehililald rirfide, aid animo fracto^ 
t'chementer ermt. Farewell. 

In the Preface, p. 20, line 7, read unreasonable 
p. 20, — 18, — accuracy*. 


* Woodfall made Junius an offer of half the profils of tijc 
Look, or if he should decline accejiting them for hiin.'^elf, to 
give a sum of money efjual to their uiuoant, to any chanty 
which he should cimse to name. 

^ These erroijs arc corrected in tlie prc.?cr4t edition. 
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N" GO. 

4, m2. 

If pars pro /o/o' bo mount (or me, 1 
bog tbo fiu our of y(iu to recall it. At pre- 
sent it would b(i diflicLilt (or mo to receive it. — 
Wiion tlie l)Ooks are reaily, a Latin veroO will be 
siillieiont. 


V Gl. 

Sunday, May 1 7 7l2 . 

I AM in no mauiier of hurry about the 
books. 1 hope the sale has answered. — I think 
it will ahvays be a saleable book. The inclosed 
is (act, and J wisli it could be printed to-mor- 
row. It is not worth annomieing. Tlio pro- 
ceedings of this wri'tch are nnaecountable. 
There must bo some mystery in it whieh I hope 
will soon be diseo\'orcd to his confusion. — Next 
to the Duke of Gratton, I verily believe tliattho 
blackest lieart in the kingilom belongs to Lord 
Barrington 

^ A lim- m lh(* IVintt-r’h iiolKV Ir* ror its] loiidents, introdiK*- 
ed 111 sii>Nal dial ii Icltor, or [larcci, ’*vas» in vvditin|j fur liiiii 
al Mil* placo. 

" riiiN arcoinp.inifd lliu’ lctl'*r Milled addressed 

U) Ins Lord^iinL inal was prmlud re(|ue.stod. See Misrulla- 
iitdis No. «m. The AiUograpli is si ill in the hands uf 

tli«‘ proprn^l / ->1' 
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N" ()2. 

Miuj 10, 177'i. 

PiiAV let tfiis 1)0 announced. Memoirs 
of Lord Barrington in. our tuwl Keep ^tlio 
•author a secret. 


-N" (>3. 

JiUHUDlf r\ 111'.}, 

I iiAVJ. si'cn the Manuals throAvn out liar 
wjur ohl friend and eoiresj)ondent. lie, assured 
that 1 have had good reason tor not complying 
with them. In the pre.seut state of things, if 1 
were to write again, ] must be as silly as any of 
the horned cattle, that run mad through the city, 
or as any of your wise aldermen. I meant the 
cause and the i)ublie. Jioth are given up. 1 ieel 
tor the honour of this country, when I see tliat 
there are not ten men in it, who will unite aiul 
stand together upon any one question. But ii 
is all alike, vile and contemptible. 

You have never tlinched that 1 know of; ami 
I shall alway^s rejoice to hear of your |)ro.',pcrity. 

If you have any thing to communicate (of 

* The annunciation uiulcr tlu^ title, appeared iii the notici- 
to corrc>.p()n(tent>, Pulilie A<lvcili>er, May 11, and Die AKinoir.-^ 
were printed in a letter he.irin^ the fi-^iiature of jVt’wcj/.f, JM.iy 
12^ Sec Mi-'cellaiieoii.', Letlers, No ..\iii. 



*256 


PRIVATE LETl’ERS OF JUNIUi. 


moment to yourself) you may use the last ad- 
dress, and give a hint 


N® 64. 

SIR, 

I HAVE troubled you with the perusal 
of two letters, as that of the prior date accounts 
for die delay of not sending the books sooner ; 
and this acquaints you that I did not get them 
out of the bookbinder’s hands till yesterday ; 
nor though I desired them to be finished in the 
most elegant manner possible, are they done so 
well as I wished. But, Sir, if the manner of the 
contents and index are not agreeable to you, 
they shall be done over again according to any 
directions you shall please to favour me with. — 
With respect to City politics, I fear the breach 
is too wide ever to be again closed, and even my 
friend Mr. Wilkes lost some of his wonted cool- 
ness at the late election on Sawbridge, Oliver, 
8cc. scratching against liim *. I hope you will 


“ This letter was thus noticed in tlie answer to corre-<]>on- 
dents ill the P. A. March 8, 1773. " Tlic letter from an oi.d 

FRIEND and CORRESPONDENT, dated Jan. 19. came safe to hand, 
and his directions are strictly followed. 2md si quis existhnat, 
aut, Sfc/* 

* Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Townshend were, after a sharp con- 
test, returned to the court of Aldermen for them to make their 
^ election 
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believe that however agreeable to me it must 
be to be honoured with your correspondence, I 
should never entertain the most distant wisli 
that one ray of your splendour should be dimi- 
nished by your continuing to write. — Mr. Wilkes 
indeed mentioned to me the other day that lie 
thought the East India Company a proper sub- 
ject; and asked if I could communicaic any 
tiling to yon, to which my rejdy w.'is (hat 1 could 
not tell, (as I did not know wliether you might 
cluise to be intruded upon.) You wall perceive 
liy the papers that two persons have Ibrced 
themselves upon us, who, without a tylhc of 
Mr. Wilkes’s abilities, imagine the public will 
look up to them as their- deliverers ; but they 
arc most egregiously mistaken, as every one 
who possesses a grain of common sense hold 
them in almost utter contempt. You will pro- 
bably guess who I mean, and were I capable ol' 
drawing a parallel, 1 should boriow some part 
of it from Shakespeare’s lago and llodcrigo. 

au ction of one of tlu>e prt-ntlenicn to tlic mayoralty for the 
v< ar when their choice fell upon Mr. Alderman Towii- 

.nIu nd, in consequence of SawhiHl^c and Oliver scralehmg 
d»i;ainst Wilkes. ’^Fhe candidates for tliat cilice, with the num- 
her which they polled, were as under: 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes — 2;301 

Townsheud — 2278 
Halhfax — 21 2G 

Slidk» speare — 1912 


VOL. I. 


n 
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Should it |)kasc tlie Ahuight} to .spare your lift 
till till- next general eloetion, and 1 should at 
ti at time exist, I sluiil hope }ou v\ill deign to 
in l iiet me Ibr whou) I should give my vote, as 
my wisi) is to he reprc.sentctl by the most honest 
ai t! able, and I know there cunmu t't* any one 
V. ho :s .so fit to judge as yourself I ha\ ? no 
eonuexions to warp me, nor am I acquainted 
Avith hut one person Avho would .speak to me on 
the siihjeet, .'uu! tiiat gentleman is, I belicA-e, a 
true Irieiid to the real good of his country; T 
mean Mr. (iUn er, the author of Lc'onitlas. As { 
thought Serjeant Glyn deserving of something 
more than the mere fees of his ])rof('s.sion, fbi 
the pains he took uj)orj my trial, I lane made a 
purohase of a. .small ireehoJd at Brent l()rd hy wxw 
of qual:ficatii)n, iii order to conA'inee him, if lie 
should oiler himself at the next eleciion, A\hcn- 
ever it .should happen, that T hold his sorvice.sin 
grateful remembrance. But T am since infinnual 
that it is not his intention, and that Lord Percy 
is to be joined with Sir W. B. Proctor, avIio is 
to be supported by the l)id<c of Northumber- 
land’s interest. — I Iuia^c heai'd much of a most 
trimming letter irom Mr. StcvAxirf, to Lord Mans- 
field cm the Douglas cause, hut cannot jiossihly 
get. a cv])}', Avhich probably Avould be a good 
letter to print. — 

U, (Sir, you shoiddnot disapproA'c of the Con- 
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tents and Index, I thought of advcrtisiiig them 
in the manner of the enclosed form, if 1 have 
3 'our jicrmission so to do, but )iot othemise. — 
May I beg the favour of a line in answer? Ifelieve 
me. Sir, to be, with gratitude and re.spect. 

Your much obliged 
humble servant to command, 

IIKNKV S.'iMl’SON WOODFAI.I,. 


^Tavch 7., 
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PRIVATE correspondencj: 


BKTWEr.V 


JllMUS J/R. WILKES. 


N“ ()■"). 


TO JOHN WILKKS, LSQ. 


Lf^ulon, 2 1 M 1771 '. 

r I’RESCME, Sir, you are satisried tliat 
i mean you well, and that it is not necessary lo 
assure you tliat while you adhere to the resolu- 
lion ol‘ depeiuling only upon the ]mblic lavour, 
(which, if you have half the understanding I 
attribute to you, you never can depart fioin) 
} ou may rely upon my utmost assistance. Wliat- 

' (hi lUU li'Ucr is written in Mr. WilkonV own hand, the foi- 
lowinj*' iiicinonmdum : 

“ drtifio/ 21 , 17 < 1 . 

“ Reeeived on Wi'dne>d.»y noon hy a ehairnitiii, who siid 
he hroii{(lit it iroin a ••'eiiUeinau whom he taw in I yiico'i' >' 
(lonrt; in the IStriiiid. J- >' ” 
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ever imaginary views may be ascribed to the 
author, it must always make part of Junius’s 
plan to support Mr. Wilkes while he makes 
common cause witli the people. I would en- 
gage your favourable attention to what I am 
going to say to you; and I intreat ^ou not to 
be too liasty in concluding, from the appaicnt 
tendency of this letter, to any possible interests 
or connexions of my own. Ifr is a x’ery common 
mistake in judgment, and a very dangerous 
one in conduct, first to look for nothing in the 
argument proposed to us, but the motive of the 
man who uses it, and then to measure the truth 
of his argument by the motive we have assigtied 
to him. With regard to me. Sir, any refine- 
ment in this w'ay would assuredly mislead you; 
and though I do not disclaim the idea of some 
personal \ie\vs to future honour and advantage, 
(you w'ould not believe me if I did) y^ct 1 can 
truly affirm, that neither arc they little in them- 
selves, nor can they by any possible conjecture 
be collected from my writings. 

Mr. Horne, after doing much mischief, is 
now, 1 think, completely defeated and disarmed. 
The author of the late unhappy divisions in the 
city i' removed,— Why should we suffer his 
works to !i^'e after him ? In this view, I confess, 
I am vindictive, and would visit his sins upon 
his chiltlren. I would punisli him in his offspring. 
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by repairing the breaches lie has nuJe. — Con- 
vinced that I am speaking to a man who lias 
spirit enough to act if his judgment be satis- 
fied, I will not scruple to declare at once, that 
Mr. Sawbridge ought to be Lord Mayor, and 
that he ought to owe it to your first motion, and 
to the exertion of all your ci’cdit in the city. — I 
affirm, without a doubt, that jiolitical prudence, 
the benefit of the cause, your pidilic re])utation 
and personal interest, do all equally demand 
this conduct of you. — I do not deny that a stroke 
like this is above the level of vulgar policy, or 
that if you were a much less considerable man 
than you are, it would not suit you. But you 
will recollect. Sir, that the public opinion of 
you rises every day, and that you must enlarge 
your plan as you proceed, since you have every 
day a new acquisition of credit to maintain. — 
I offer you the sincere opinion of a mail, who, 
perhaps, has more leisure to make reflections than 
you have, and who, though he .stands clear of 
all business and intrigue, mixes sufficiently for 
the purposes of intelligence in the conversation 
of the world. 

Wliatever language you in prudence assume 
to the public, you cannot but be sensible that 
the separation of those gentlemen who withdrew 
from the Bill of Rights was of consiJe.abIc 
disservice to you. It required, in my opinion. 
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your utmost dexterity and resolution, and not a 
little of your good fortune, to gel the better of 
it. But are you now really u])on the best ground 
on which Mr. Wilkes might stand in the city? 
Will you say'^, that to sej)arate Mr. Sawbridge 
from a connexion every way hostile to^.-'u, and 
to secure him against the insidious arts of iVfr. 
/Jorne, and the tiny of Mr. Town.shend, (if it 
could be done without embarrassing your lead- 
ing measures, and much more if it promoted 
them) would not give you a considerable per- 
sonal gratification ? — Will yon say, that a public 
declaration of Mr. Sawbridge in your favour, 
and the appearance of your acting together, (I 
do not speak at present of a hearty coalition or 
confidence) would not contribute to give yon 
a more secure, a more permanent, a)id without 
offence to any man, a more honourable hold upon 
the city than you liave at present ? What sensa- 
tions do you conceive a union between you and 
Mr. Sawbridge would excite in the breast of 
Mr. Horne ? Would it not amount to a decisive 
refutation of all the invidious argunumts he lias 
drawn from your being deserted by so many of 
the considerable figures of the paily? The an- 
swer to these questions is too obvious to be mis- 
taken. But you will say to yourself what you 
would not Confess to Junius. — ‘ Mr. Sawbridge 
is a man of unquestionable probity, and the con- 

6 
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currence of his reputation would in doubtedly 
be of service to me ; but he has not pliancy 
enough to yield to persuasion, and 1, Wilkes, 
am determined not to suffer another to reap the 
harvest of my labours : that is, to take the lead 
of jne in the city.’ — Sir, 1 do not mean or expect 
that you should make such a sacrifice to any 
man. But besides difference in point of conduct 
between leading and going foremost, I answer 
your thoughts when I say, that although Mr. 
Sawbridge is not to be directed (and even this 
perhaps is not so literally and completely true 
as he himself imagines) on the other hand he 
docs not mean to direct. Ilis disposition, as 
you well know, is not fitted for that active ma- 
nagement and intrigue which acquire an operat- 
ing popularity, and direct the people by their 
passions. I attribute to you both the most ho- 
nourable intentions for the public, but you travel 
different roads, and never can be rivals. — It is 
not that Mr. Sawbridge does not wish to be po- 
pular; but, if 1 am not greatly mistaken, his 
virtues have not ostentation enough for the or- 
dinary uses of party, and that they lead ratlier 
to the esteem of individuals than to popular opi- 
nion. — This 1 conceive is exactly the man yon 
want — ^}'ou cannot always support a ferm.^nf 
the minds of men. There Avill necessarily bo 
moments of languor and fatigue ; and upon tl:cse 
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occasions Mr. Sawbridge’s reputed tinnness and 
integrity may be a capital resource to you, — you 
have too mucli sagacity not to perceive how far 
this reasoning might be carried. 

In the very outset, you reap a considerable 
advantai^o, either from his acceptance or refu- 
sal. — WJ)at a copious subject of ostentation ! — 
what rich colours to the public! your zeal to 
restore tranquillity to the city. — The sacrifice of 
all j)ersonal recollections in favour of a man whose 
general character you esteem ; — the public good 
preferred to every j)rivate or interested conside- 
ration, with a long at coetera to your own ad- 
vantage. —Yet 1 do not mean to persuade you 
to so simple a part as that of contributing to 
gratify Mr. Sawbridge, without a reciprocal as- 
surance from liim, that upon fair and honourable 
occasions he will in return j)romote your advan- 
tage. — Your own judgment will easily suggest 
to you such terms of acknowledgment as may 
be binding upon him in point of gratitude, and 
not offensive to his delicacy. — I have not entered 
into the consideration of any objections drawn 
from the fertile field of pi’ovocation and resent- 
ment. — Common men are influenced by ctmimon 
motivoNj — but you. Sir, who pretend to lead the 
people, must act upon higlier principles. To 
make our passions subservient to you, you must 
command your own. The man, who for any 
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personal indulgence whatsoever, can sacrifice a 
great purpose to a little one, is not qualified for 
the management of great affairs. — 

Let me suppose then that every material dif- 
ficulty on your part is removed ; and that, as far 
as you alone are concerned, you would be ready 
to adopt the plan I propose to you. 

If you arc a man of honour you will still have 
.a powerful ohjection to oppose to me. Admit- 
ting the apparent advantage to your own pur- 
poses, and to the cause you are engaged in, you 
will tell me ‘ that you arc no longer at liberty 
to chuse ; — that tlie desertion of those persons 
who once possessed a w^ann attachment to you, 
has reduced you to a situation in which you 
cannot do that which is absolutely best;-- that 
Mr. Crosby has deserved every thing from i/oti 
and from the city, and that you stand engaged 
to contribute your whole strength to continue 
him another year in the mayoralty.’ — My reply 
to this very just ohjection is addressed rather to 
Mr. Crosby than to Mr. Wilkes. He ought at 
all events to be satisfied ; and if I cannot bring 
him over to my opinion, there is an end of the 
argument ; for 1 do agree with you most hear- 
tily, that it is as gross a breach of policy as of 
morals, to sacrifice the man who has deserved 
well of us to any temporary benefit whatsoever. 
Far from meaning to separate you from Mr. 
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Crosby, it is essential to the measure I recom- 
mend, that it should be your joint act. Nay, it 
is he who in the first instance should open the 
communication with Mr. Sawbridge ; nor is it 
possible for you to gain any credit by the mea- 
sure in which he will not of necessity be a con- 
siderable sharer. But now, for considerations 
which immediately affect Mr. Crosby. 

Your plan, as 1 am informed, is to engage 
the livery to return him with Mr. Bridgen. — In 
my owm opinion the court of aldermen Avill choose 
Bridgen, consequently the sacrifice I require of 
Mr. Crosby would in effect be nothing. That 
he will be defeated is to my judgment inevitable. 
It is fi)r him to consider whether the idea of a 
defeat be not always attended with some loss of 
reputation. In that case too he will have forced 
upon the citizens (whom he ))rolesses to love 
and respect) a magistrate, upon whose odious 
and contemptible character he at present founds 
liis only hopes of success. — l^o you think that 
the city will not once in the coi”‘se of a twelve- 
month. be sensible of the displeasure you have 
done them ? — Or that it will not be placed in 
strong terms to your account. 1 appeal to Miss 
Wilkes, whose judgment I hear highly com- 
mended,— woidd she think herself much indebted 
to her favourite admirer, if he forced a most 
disagreeable partner upon her for a long winter’s 
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night, because he couhlnot dance wiUi her him- 
self’ ? 

You will now say 5 — ‘ Sir, wc uiulcrstaiul 
tlic ])olities of the city better than you do, and 
are well assured that INfr. Crosby will be chosen 
Lortl Mayor ; — otherwise we allow that upon 
your plan he juiglit acquire credit witiiout fbi- 
f'eiting any real advantage.’ Upon this ground 
I expect von, for J confess if is incumbent upon 
me lo nu et 3'oiir argument, where it lies strongest 
against me. — raking it lor gi'anted, then, that 
Mr. Crosby may be Lord Mayor, I affirm that 
it is not his interest, because it is not his greatest 
interest. 'I'he little profit of the salary cannot 
possibly be in contem]>!ation with him. — 1 do 
not doubt that he would rather make it an ex- 
pensive' ofHee to himselfl Ilis view must be di- 
rected then to the flattering distinction of suc- 
ceeding to a second mayoralty, and, what is still 
more honourable, to the being thought woitliy 
of it by his fellow-citizens. — Placing this advan- 
tage in its strongest light, I say that every pur- 
pose of distinction is as completely answered by 
his being known to have had the employment 
in his ])ower (which may be well insisted upon 
in argument, ami never can be disproved by 
the fiict) as by his accepting it. To this I a<ld 
the signal credit he will acquire with every 
honest man by renouncing, upon motives of the 
clearest and most disinterested public spirit, a 
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personal honour, which )’ou may fairly tell the 
world was unquestionably witiiin his reach. — ■ 
But these are trifles. — I assert that by now ac- 
cepting the mayoralty (which he may take 
hereafter wlienever he pleases) he precludes 
himself from soliciting, with any coloi.r of de- 
cency, a real and solid reward from the city.— 
T mean tiuit he should be returned for London 
in llic next Parliament. — 1 think his conduct 
entitles him to it, ami that he cannot fail of suc- 
C'MvIing if he does not furnish his opponents 
witli too just a j)retcnce for saying that the city 
have already rewarded him. On the contrary 
with what force and truth may he tell his fellow- 
ciii/ens at the next election, ‘for your sakes 
I relinquished the honour you intended me. 
The common good required it. But I did not 
mean to renounce my hopes that ujion a proper 
occasion you would honour me with a public 
mark of your approbation.’ 

You see 1 do not insist upon the good effects 
of Mr. Sawbridge’s gratitude, yet 1 am sure if 
may be depended upon. I do not say that he 
is a man to go all lengths with Mr. Wilkes ; but 
you may be assurefl that it is not danger that 
will ileter him, and that wherever you have the 
voice of llie ))eople with you, he will, upon prin- 
ciple, su))poi t their clioice at the hazard of his 
lite and fortune. 

Now, fiir, supposing all objections are re- 
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moved, and that you and Mr. Crosby are 
agreed, the question is in what manner is 
the business to be opened to Mr. Sawbridge. 
Upon this point too I shall offer yo# my opi- 
nion, because the plan of this letter would not 
otherwise be complete. — At the same time I 
do very unaffectedly submit myself to your 
judgment. 

I would have my Lord Mayor begin by 
desiring a private interview between him, Mr. 
Crosby and yourself. Very little preface will 
bo necessary. You have a man to deal with who 
is too honourable to take an unfair advantage 
of you. With such a man you gain every thijig 
by fi'ankness and candour, and hazard nothing 
by the confidence you repose in him. — Notwith- 
standing any passages in this letter I would shew 
liiin the whole of it ; in a great business there is 
nothing so fatal as cunning management; — and 
I would tell him it contained the plan upon 
which Mr. Crosby and you were desirous to act, 
provided he w'ould engage to concur in it bojiA 
Jide, so far forth as he was concerned. There 
is one condition I own which appears to me a 
sine qua non ; and yet I do not see how it can 
be proposed in terms unless his own good sense 
suggests the necessity of it to him. — I mean the 
total and absolute renunciation of Mr. Horne. It 
VOL. r, s 
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is very likely indeed that this gentleman may 
do the business for himself^ either by laying aside 
the masque at once, or by abusing Mr. Saw- 
bridge i#r accepting the mayoralty iq)ou any 
terms whal.iocver of accommodation with Mr. 

WilJxCS. 

This letter, Sir, is not intended for a c(-rrect 
or polished com])osition ; but it contains the very 
best of .Tunils’s understanding. Do not treat 
me so unworthily, or rather do not degrade 
yourself so much, as to suspect me of any in- 
terested view to Mr. Sawbridge’s particular ad- 
vantage. ]3y all that's honourable I mean no- 
thing but the cause ; and I may defy your 
keenest penetration to assign a satisfactory rea- 
son why ./lmtc's, whoever he be, should have a 
f)crsonal interest in giving the mayoralty to 
Mr. Sawbridge, rather than to Mr. Crosby. 

1 am heartily weary of writing, and shall re- 
serve another subject, on which 1 mean to ad- 
dress you, for another opportunity.— I think that 
this letter, if you act upon ’t, should be a secret 
to every body but Mr. Saw'bridge and my Lord 
Mayor. 

JUJsTUS*. 

Tilt' plan n (’oinmcmktl by Jiinius in the above letter 
not at'ted upon hy Mr. Wilkes for the reasons assif^iietl by 
ui his letter of Sept. 12, 177J, (No. 07.) The coiise- 

cjueiuv 
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TO JOHN WILKES, ESQ. 

London, 1th Sept. \11{ \ 
As this letter. Sir, lias no relation to 
the subject of my last, the motives upon which 
you may have lejectcfl one of my opinions, 
ought not to influence your Jiulgmcnt of' ano- 
ther. I am not very sanguine in my expecta- 
tions of pei'suacling, nor do 1 think myself in- 
titled to quarrel with any man, for not follow- 
ing my advice ; yet this, 1 believe, is a species 


quence was, that Mr, Aldtrinan llu- inuu4cnal candi- 

diitc, was elected Lord IMayttr, lo the iufjjiite mortification of 
Junius, who, in Private Letter, No. 56, makes the followinw 
okscrvatioii upon him and hit, election, What an aban- 
doned, prostituted ideot is your Lord Mayor ! Tlie shainefu) 
niK^manajycrncnt, which brought him into ollice, gave me iIk' 
first, and an iinconqueraljle di.sgust.” The subjoined i> a list 
ol‘ the candidates fur that oflTicc, with the numbers affixed to 
their respective names as they stood at the close of the poll ; — 


For Mr. Alderman Nash - - 2199 

Mr. Alderman Saw bridge - 1879 

The Lord Mayor - - - 1795 

Mr. Alderman Halifax - - 846 

Mr. Alderman Townshend 151 

Sir Henry Bankes - - - 36 


* Marked by Mr. Wilkes, " Received in Prince Court 
Saturday, Sept. 7, 1771.^' 
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of' injustice you have often experienced, from 
your friends. From you. Sir, I expect in re- 
turn, that you will not remember how unsuc- 
ecisfully I have recommended one measure to 
your consideration, lest you should think your- 
■cli’ bound to assert your consistency, and, in 
(lie true spirit of persecution, to pass the same 
"cntcnce indifreicntly upon all my opinions. 
Forgix'c this levity, and now to the business. 

A man, wlio honestly engages in a public 
cause, mu.st prejiarc himself for events which 
will at once demand his utmost patience, and 
rouse his wannc't indignation. I feel myself, at 
this moment, in ihe very situation I describe ; 
yci from the common enemy I expect nothing 
but Iiostilitic.-i against the peoju'e. It is the con- 
duct of oiir friciids that surprises and alHicts me. 
I cannot but resent the injury done to the com- 
mon cause by the assembly at tin; London 
Tavern, nor can I conceal from voU’ my own 
particiiiar disc j'.point incut. They had it in their 
power to perform a real, elft jtual service to the 
nation ; aiiil we expect cil from them a proof, not 
only of their zeal, hut of iheir judgment. — 
Whereas the measure thev have adopted is so 
'..anu' fully iujudieious, with regard to its dc- 
cl.uvd oi jeet, that, ill my opinion, it will, and 
rcasonaiily ouglu, to make their zeal very 
ipiestionable with the jicoplc tlicy mean to serve. 
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THicn I see a measure exccJIent in itsdf, and 
not absolutely unattainable, either not made tljc 
principal object, or extravagantly loaded witii 
conditions palpably absurd or impracticable, I 
cannot easily satisfy mysclti tliai the man, who 
proposes it, is quite so sincere as he pretends to 
be. You at least, Mr. Wilkes, should have 
shewn more temper and prudence, and a better 
knowledge of mankind. No personal respects 
whatsoever should have persuaded yon to concur 
in these ridiculous resolutions. But my own zeal, 
I perceive, betrays me : I will endeavour to keep 
a better guard upon my tcinpei*, and ajrply to your 
juvdgmcnt in the most cautious and measured 
languagc- 

I object, in the first place, to ti'.c bulk, and 
much more to the stile of your resolutions of 
the I23d of July * ; though some part of the 

* A copy of which is subjoined^ to cnablo tiie reader the 
better to undcratancl Junius’s objections to them. They arc 
as follow ; — 

London Tu\t'rn, 177 1 

SUPPORTERS OF TAE BILL OF RIG UTS. 

SAVAGK BAKRf:LU KSQ. IS TIIE CIIAII;. 

Jicsolved, 

That the preamble, with the articles reported this day froifi 
the committee, be printed and ]jubh.shed from tlii.s hociely. 

WhoLver seriou-^ly eunsidcrs tb<* conduct of ndministratiun, 
both at home ami abroad, can hardly entertain a doubt, that i 
plan is formed tovubvert the cuii'ilitution. 
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preamble is as pointed as I could wish. You talk 
of yourselves with too much authority and im- 
portance. By assuming this false ])Oinp and 
air of consequence, you either give general dis- 
gust, or, what is infinitely more dangerous, you 
expose yourseI\ cs to be laughed at. The Kng- 
lisli are a fastidious people, and will not submit 

111 the .‘-aino mantur, uhru vor attentively examines into the 
])rorec(hnp^s of the promt Hon-^e ol* Commons, must appre- 
hend, that siieli anoilier In»n>e for .seven years, after the ter- 
mination of the ipreseij* parliament, would t ntetiially aeconi- 
phsli the \ie\\s of the Court, vind leave no hoj»e of redress hut 
in ail a[ipeal to (jod. 

Tiu* Middlesex (lection, taken on it.> true i 2 ^roiiiid ; the nil-' 
plojiTiLiit of the stdudiu^ *^riny, ui St. (horde’s lucldh ; the 
pMiitinj; half a million, nitlioiit cn(|iiirinf;’ into the expenditure 
of 1 lie (.ivil list monty, and iipcai the danj^t roiis principle ol 
coiiMderiui’’ the debts of the civil list a.s llie debts of the nation; 
and enc roach mpi', lo di.^-tliar^e them, upon llie sinkini; fund, 
the ;:;Teat sujiporl of jnihlte credit ; the attempts made on jnrie>, 
the la>l sacred bulwark of liberty and law; the arbitrary and 
Venal hand with which ^ovcrnuiriit i.*> conducted in Ireland; 
the new and most uu('on^tltutloual mode of raisinir a revenue on 

' 7 > 

the people of y\menca, without askii ; the consent of their 
representatives; tlie Jiitmlnetion of an univcisal excise in 
Amcri(.a, instead of the laws of customs; the advancinj^ the 
imlilaiy above the civil power, and cnipii.*yiu^ troops to awe 
lh(' IrMidatiire : — All lh(>e are measures of so marked, so 
rm''i ha \oi.s a nature, that it is impossilile they should he 
iinh lt or inisMiderstood : yet tlie.sc are ineaMires which the 
TTousc of (Ymin(-ns iiavc acquiesced m, countenanced, or 
executed. 

If the present House of Commons then have given such 

viitaj 
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to be talked to in so liigli a tone, by a set of 
private gentlemen, of whom they know nothing, 
but that they call themselves Supporters of the 
Bill of Rights. There arc questions, which, in 
good policy, you should never prov'oke the people 
in general to ask themselves. At the same time. 
Sir, 1 am far from meaning to undervalue the 

\ilal wounds to tlio ("on.Ntihiiiun, nho is il can doubt, who it 
oan ho|)(‘, tliat the cojuluct ot NUth another llow^e, will not he 
mortal to our liberties ? 

The trusloes of the ^htnild be pure of all inUrcsted 

f’ommunic.itiori with the C.'ourt or its minister^ ; yet the cor- 
rupt corrcsyxmdencc hctwccTi the uitinher.s of the Houmi and 
the Court ih as notorious now as it is abhorrent from every ^reat 
and good pnrjiose. of their institution. Placemen^ pc nsionei\s, 
contractors and receivers of lottiTy tickets, abound to such a 
degree in the House of Coimnoiis, that iti'- iinpo.'^sihlc a House 
so croiisLitiited can do their tiuty to the people. 

It must he plain to the most ccanmon ajiprehcnsion, that 
men deputed hy ilie i>eople, to watch over and guard thcii' 
righl> against the Crown and iK ininiMers, and, for that pur- 
})osc, vested with the transcendent pow^ers f)f refusnig aid to 
the one, and impcaching the other, can never duly t’xen ise 
those jiowcrs, or fulfil the inteiilioii of their eleeiion, if they 
arc kept in pay of that (’rowii and tlio-c miiiinlers. What 'n 
the plain and inevitable con?iC(picncc then of enlrusling such 
men with the guardian.ship of our rights, but that our rights 
must be betrayed and \iolated ? I’lius wc have seen a House 
of Commons infringing, as tlic Court had pre-ordained, the 
sacred birthright of the people in the freedom of election ; 
t^rasing a judicial record; #corainitting to the Towner, and 
threatening with iiupeaclnnent, the fnends of the people, and 
the defenders of the law ; while llie favourites of the Court are 

suflered 
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institution of tliis society. On the conti’ary, 1 
think tlie pliin was admirable ; that it has already 
been of signal service to the public, and may be 
of much greater; and I do most earnestly wish, 
that you woultl consider oi“, and promote a plan 
for forming constitutional clubs all through the 
kingdom. A measure of this kind would alarm 

.sulleml lo sport uitli tlic Jaws, aiid trample on Ihe constitu- 
tion, not only Avitli unpunily, but with approbation; curbiiii^ 
the people rii^orou&ly, aiul witliout feclmc^ ; while they up- 
hold miiii>ler^, who arc abliorrcd by the nation, in the mo.«t 
ilangt rous and alarming exertions of power ; granting money 
\i lib the most liberal, tile most licentious band lo those iiiinisleTS 
against \Nhom the vtnee of the people calls loudly for iinpcacli- 
Jiitnl. Vv'e have a sii.peeting' peojilc, and a eonfiding repre- 
sentatne; a coiiipl.iiiiing peoph*, and an c\iiking representatne; 
a U’lnond rating p(‘o|)i(‘, and an addre.sdiig ruliilaling repre-enta- 
t.vc, — a rejne.seiitalive', that \^ an engine of oppression in the 
hand of the Chemn, instead of hemg a grand controulmg iu- 
f]ucst in favour of the jieople. Sucli a rejiresciitative is a 
monslcr m the constitution, which must till every considerate 
man vviih grief, alarm, astonishment, and indignation. 

It is corruption that hus engcndertal, nursed, and nourished 
this monster- Against such corruption, tlien, all men, who 
value the preservation of tlicir dcaroM ii;;iUs, arc called upon 
^o unite, lift u> lenn nibcr, tiiat Me ourselves, our children, 
•nd our posterity, must be freemen or slaves; as we preserve 
or pro-litute llie noble Inrlhiigbt our ane'Mors be<jiicalhcd 
<1". fur should fins eorrupi ion tie on e firmly rooted, vve shall 

bt .nil oj.ff. 

Ahtady i ' ii fixwl among the pre -Milatiie, and we taste, 
a thou V. .i\-, die bnn.r fimt uliuh it ]>r<Hluccs ; should it 
cNUridi c.'pi'afy to me < leeioi*'. vr mu''t fall, as Greece and 

IJoiUC 
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government more, aiul be of* more es<=ieiitial ser- 
vice to the cause, than any lliing lhal can be 
done relative to new-modclJIng the House of 
Commons. You sec tlien, that my ol)jeciion‘> 
are directed to the pnrlicular measure, not to 
tlie general institution. 

In the consideration of this measure, my 

Rome liave ftillcn, )>} iIk^ saiuc nuaiH, fioiii llic ^ainc Iilcilj 
tUid ^loiT, to ( on1‘/iii[/!. ami w k t( lu dm ^s. 

Iniprc-^ed with !!)<.<(* hltas, llu- ochtlemcn ^\1 jo ronipo-c llic 
Society <>i‘ llu* IJill ot li;ne dctc rniiiK d to u-e tin ir iil- 

uiost cndLa\oiii> lo t xiLriiiiiKac tlii^ roi luraion, l>y ])ruvidmg' for 
the freedom of elect ton, the equal u |)!T‘=entaU()ii of the J)lo]»1i', 
the intC'^Tily ol'llic rej>r( 'tentative, a ud the red»e^? of i;nevanef s. 
It their j;TeJil wi>h to render the Iloii^e of (Jormiions ^^hat it 
co^^^tllulioll^llI^ oii'aht to he, the temple of hlu'rly. With thc'-fi 
views they Iia\e drnuiiiip tlie follow iun' art k les, vvliieli lliey 
now submit to l]i( thelors i.f tireat Cntam. At the >an*f 
time they, with j^reat (U fere nee, late the liherty of n eiunmeud- 
in^ to the jiidt pi iideiil ele< ttfiN (o form llKe-e arlieles into a 
foleiun di elar.ition, winch the randidalo, wliom they supj'ort, 
‘hall he rcqvnrtda^s tlie indisj)ensahle contlilioii of llicir h»*m;; 
''Upp<uted to M^ii and real, juihlu ly, at tlie in ral inretiiv^, or 
at the plai e of election, hmdin;; lliem^ilvo, hy oath, to a due 
and sacred oliservance of what then in coiilaiiied. 

"riu* «leel.iralion -o « xeeuUd, Uiay he deposited m tlie liaiuUof 
tlie eoroiKT, clerk of iht' peace, or mat;i'^1rate hi fore whom the 
oath was made, as a pnhhe inimorlal of what the eon^tituelll 
lias demamied, and the u prescntatiie ha:> pledged liiuueli to 
pi rforinl^ 

J. You shall consent to no supplies, wilhout a previou- le- 
ilrf'Ss of grit vanecs. 

2 . You sUwU piomoU: '» law, suhjeetmo each candidate lo an 

0:1 f,h^ 
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first objection goes to the declared purpose of 
tlie resolutions, in the terms and mode in which 
you have described it, viz. the exiermnation of 
corruption. In my opinion, you grasp at the 
impossihle, and lose the really attainable. With- 
out j)Iagiiing you or m> self with a logical argu- 
ment upon a speculative question, I willingly 
.n))])eal to your own candour and judgment. 

( 'an any man in his senses affirm, that, as things 
are now cireuinstance<l in this country, it is 
j)ossiblo to cjitrniinale corruption? Do you 
seriously think it possible to carry through both 
bouses such a place-bill as you describe in the 
finii arlielo ; or, supposing it carried, that it 
would not be evaded ? When you talk of con- 

o.idi, ajjaiiibt IiavJDi* ii.'-ttl bribery, or any oilier illegal means of 
< onipas'-ini^ liis elecUoii. 

3, You shall proiuulc, to the utmost of your jiowcr, a full 
ami crpuil repre-crilalioii of the peopU: m parhamcnl. 

4. You shall tmlt'inour lo iTslore annual parlianieuts. 

r>. You shall ]M’onioto a |)ension and place-lull, enactiii", 
3’hat any im inber who receives a place, ptuisiori, contract, 
lottery ticki t, or any other emolument wbal.soever from the 
<’iH»\vn, or enjoys pruhl I’roin anv .''Ut Ii place, pension, &c. shall 
not only vacate hi> seat, Init be al^olutely inelioiblc during his 
eontiiinanec undt'r such uiidnt influeiirc. 

fi. ^ou sh.iil .mptaeh the iiimistcis who advised ^ .^iolat- 
iii^- the ot the iivehulders m tlu: Middlesex eltCTOi ; and 
the military ro.idersio Si. (;e4»ri>e's Tields. 

7. You shall make sinel eiKiUiry into the conduct of Judg^rs 
touch irij^ Juries. 


8. You 
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ti'acts and lottery tickets, do you think that any 
human law can really prevent their being distri- 
buted and accepted, or do } ou only intend to 
mortify Toxcnsheiul and llarlcj/ ? In short. Sir, 
would you, bona fide, and as a man of liononr, give 
it for your cxjiectation and opinion, that there is a 
single county or borough in the kingdom, that 
will form the declaration rcconnucndcd to them 
in those rcsoiiitions, and enforce it npr)n the 
candidates } For inysellj I will tell you freely, 
not what I think, but what I kno'Vi' ; the resolu- 
tions are either totally neglected in the country, 
or, if read, are laughed at, and by people who 
mean as well to the cause as an}’ of us. 

8. You shall rnakr .strict enquiry into the application ol' the 
jiuhlic irioiify. 

1>. You sliall use your iitino&t eiidcatuurs to have llic resolu- 
tion of the Ihtii.'t' of Commons ixpung^ed, liy whicli the ina- 
;;islr;Ue.. of the nl^'of Loiuloii were arbitrarily imprisoned, for 
strictly acllurini;' to lh(‘ir charter ami their oaths; ami al>othat 
resolution hy which a judicial record was cra'-ed to sn'[) the 
course of juMicp. 

10 . You shall attend to the grievances of our fellow-.siibjccts 
in Ireland, and second (lie coinplaints they may lu’mi^ to the 
throne. 

11 . You sliall endca\our to restore to America the essential 
ri^'ht of taxation, by reiuescTitaUves of their own free election; 
repealjH the acts passed in violation of that rigjlit, since the 
year ito 3 ; and the universal excise, so noturioiLsly incompa- 
tilde with every principle of Britisli liberty, which ha.'i been 
lately substituted, m the colonies, for the laws of customs. 

Savaoe jjAiuirLi., iwj; CriAinMW. 
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With regard to the articles taken separately, 
I own I am concerned to see that the great con- 
dition, Avhich ought to be the sine qua non of 
parliamentary qualification, A\hich ought to be 
the basis, as it assuredly will be flic only support, 
of every barrier raised in defence of tiic consti- 
tution ; I mean a deduralton vpon oath to shorten 
the flunition of parliaments, is reduced to the 
fourth rank in the esteem of the Society, and, 
even in that jiiace, far from being insisted on 
M’ith firmne.-'S and vehemence, seems to ba\'e 
been particuiarly slighted in the expression, you 
shall endeavour to restore annual parliaments. Are 
these the terms wbieli men who arc in earnest 
make use of^ when the lalus reipitblicce is at stake ! 

I expected other language from Mr. Wilkes. 
Besides my objection in point of form, 1 disap- 
prove highly ol‘ the meaning of tiie fourth ar- 
ticle, as it stands Whenever the question shall 
be seriously agitated, I will endeavour (and if I 
live nill assuredly attempt i*) to convince the 
English nation, by arguments, < a my understand- 
ing unanswerable, that they ought to insist upon 
a triennial, and banish the idea of an annual 
parliament. 

Article l. 'fhe terms of the first ^ticlc 
would ba\ been very proper a century or two 
ago, but tiiey are not adapted to the present 
state of tlic constitution. The King docs not 
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act directly either in imposing or icdressing 
iCncvayicen. We need not wote bribe tlio crown 
fo do us justice ; and, as to the refusal of sup- 
plies, we might punish ourselves indeed, but it 
would be no way compulsory upon the King. 
With respect to his civil list, he is already inde- 
pendent, or might be so, if he has common 
sense, or common resolution : and as /or re/ijs- 
ing to vote the army or n:i\y, I liojie we sliall 
never be mad enough to try an experiment every 
way so hazardous. 15ut, iji lact, tiie etlbrt wo\il(l 
be iuHnitely too great for the occasion. All we 
want is an honest representative, or at least siicli 
a one as will have some resjK’ct for the consti- 
tuent body. h’onncriy the House of t'onnnons 
were compelled to hargain witli the Sovereign. 
At present they may j)rescribc their own condi- 
tions. So much, in general, for grievances ; as 
to particular grievances, almost all those wc com- 
plain ol’ are, a])parently, the. acts either of tiic 
Lords or the Comrnom. The a])point.uent of 
innvorthy ministers, is not strictly a grievance, 
(tliat is, a legal subject of complaint to the King) 
until those ministers arc arraigned and convicted 
in due course of law. If, after that, the King 
should persist in keeping them in office, it woJild 
be a grievance in the strict, legal sense of the 
word, and would undoubtedly jmtify rebellion 
according to the forms, as well ai the spn'jt ol 
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the constitution. I am far from condemning 
the late addresses to the throne. They ought to 
be incessantly repeated. Th.e people, by the 
singular situation of their affairs, are compelled 
to do the duty of the House of Commons. 

Arlidc 2. T object to the second article, be- 
cause I think that multiplying oaths is only mul- 
tiplying peijury. Besides this, I am satisfied 
that, with a triennial parliament (and without it 
all other provisions are nugatory) Mr. Gren- 
ville’s bill is, or may be made, a sufficient guard 
against any gross, or flagrant offences in this 
way. 

ArtkJe 3. The terms of the third article arc 
too loose and indefinite to make a distinct or 
.serious impression. That the people arc not 
equally anti fully represented is unquestionable. 
But let us take care what we attempt. We may 
demolish the venerable fabric we intend to re- 
pair ; and where is the strength and virtue to 
erect a better in its stead ? J should not, for my 
own part, be so much moved rt the corrupt and 
odious practices, by which inconsiderable men 
get into parliament ; nor even at the want of a 
perfect representation, (and certainly nothing 
can be less rcconcileable to the theory, than the 
present practice of tlie constitution) if means 
could be found to compel such men to do their 
duty (in essentials at least) when they are in 
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parliament. Now, Sir, I am convim-f d tliat, if 
shortening the duration ol‘ parliament', (wliich 
in effect is keeping tlic representative under the 
rod of the constituent) be not made the basis 
of our new parliamentary jurisprudence, other 
checks or improvements signily nothing. On 
the contrary, if this be made the foundation, 
other measures may come in aid, and, as aux- 
iliaries, be of considerable ad\antage. Lord 
Chatham’s project, ibr instance, ol‘ increasing 
the number of Knights of Sliires, appears to me 
admirable, and the moment we ha\ e obtained a 
triennial parliament, it ought to be tried. As to 
cutting away the rotten boroughs, 1 am as much 
offended as any man at seeiijg so many of them 
under the direct inffuence oi' the crown, or at 
the disposal of private ])ersons, yet 1 own I have 
both doubts and ap})rehensions, in regard to 
the remedy you propose. 1 shall be charged, 
perhaps, with an unusual want of political intre- 
piility, when I honestly confess to you, that I 
am startled at the idea of so extensive an ampu- 
tation. In the first place, 1 question the power 
dejure of the legislature to dislranchise a num- 
ber of boroughs upon the general ground of im- 
proving the constitution. There cannot be a 
tloclrine moi’e fatal to the liberty and pro])erty 
we arc contending for, than that which con- 
founds the idea of a supreme and an urbilrarif 
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legislature. I need not point out to you, the 
fatal purposes to which it Jias been, and may be 
applied. If we* are sincere in the political creed 
we profess, there are many things which w^c 
ought to affirm, cannot be done by King, Lords, 
and Commons. Among these I reckon the dis- 
franchising a borough with a general view to 
improvement. I consider it as equivalent to 
robbing the parties concerned, of their freehold, 
of their birtiuight. I say, that although this 
birthright may be forfeited, or the exercise of 
it suspentlcd in particular cases, it cannot be 
taken away by a general law', for any real or 
pretended purpose of improving the constitu- 
tion. I believe there is no power in this coun- 
try to make such a law. Supposing the attempt 
made, I am persuaded you cannot mean that 
cither King or Lords sliould take an active part 
in it. A bill, which only touches the represen- 
tation of the people, must originate in the House 
of Commons, in the formation and mode of pass- 
ing it. The exclusive right of the Commons 
must be asserted as scrupulously as in the case of 
a' Money Bill. Now, Sir, I should be glad to 
knoAv by what kind of reasoning it can be proved, 
tl'.at there is a pow’cr vested in the representa- 
tive to destroy his immediate constituent : from 
whence could he possibly derive it ? A courtier, 
I know', w'ill be ready enough to maintain the 
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affirmative. The doctrine suits liim exactly, bo- 
oaiise it gives an unlimited operation to the 
influence of the crown. But we, Mr. Wilke.s, 
nmst liold a dillerent language. It is no answer 
to me to .say, that the bill, when it passes the 
House ol‘ Commons, is the act of the majority, 
and not of the representatives of the particular 
borough', eoneerned. If the majority can dis- 
franehise ten boroughs, why not twenty? Why 
not the whole kingdom.? Why should not they 
make their own seats in parliament for life ? 
When the Septennial Act passed, the legislature 
did what ai)parently and palpably they had no 
power to do ; hut they did more than peo]de in 
general were aware of; they disfranchised the 
whole kingdom Ibr lour years. ]?or argument’s 
sake, 1 will now su|)})o>e, that the expediency 
of the measure, and the power of parliament, 
were uiupiestiouable. .Still you will liiid an in- 
surmountable diflieulfv in the execution. When 
all your instruments of amputation are prepared 
--when the unhaj)py patient lies bound at your 
ieet, without the possibility of resistance, by 
what inlallible rule will you direct the operation ? 
When you propose to cut away the rotten parts, 
can you tell us what parts are perfectly sound ? 
Are there any certain limits, in fact or theory, 
to inform you at what point you must stop -at 
what j)oint the mortiticatioh ends? To a man so 
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capable of observation and reflection as you are, 
it is unnecessary to say all that might be said 
upon the subject. Besides that I approve highly 
of Lord Chatham’s idea of “ infusing a portion 
of new health into the constitution to enable it 
to bear its infirmities,” (a brilliant c'cpression, 
and full of intrinsic wisdom,) other reasons con- 
cur in persuading me to adopt it. I have no ob- 
jection to paying him such compliments as carry 
a condition with them, and eitlier bind him 
firmly to the cause, or become the bitterest re- 
proach to him if he deserts it. Of this last I 
have not the most distant suspicion. 'J'herc is 
another man, indeed, with whose conduct 1 am 
not so comj)lctely satisfied. Yet even //c, I 
think, lias not resolution enough to do anything 
flagrantly impudent in the face of his country. 
At the same time that 1 think it good po- 
licy to pay those compliments to Lord Chat- 
ham, which, in truth, he has nobly deserved, 1 
should be glad to morrify those contempti- 
ble creatures, who call themselves noblemen, 
whose worthless importance depends entirely 
upon their influence ov^er boroughs, which can- 
not be safely diminished, but by increasing 
the power of the counties at large. Among 
these men, I cannot but distinguish thomeanesf, 
of the human species, the whole race of the 
Comtays, 1 have but one word to add, — I would 
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not give representatives to those great trading 
towns, which have none at present. If the 
merchant and the manufacturer must be really 
represented, let them become freclioldcrs by 
their industry, and let the representation of the 
county be increased. You will find the inter- 
ruption of business in those towns, by the trien- 
nial riot anil cabals of an election, loo dear a price 
f()r the nugatory privilege of sending members 
to parliament. 

The remaining articles will not require a 
long discussion ; — of the fourth and fifth 1 have 
spoken already. 

Article 6. The mca.sures recommended in 
the sixth are unexceptionable. My only doubt 
is, how can an act apparently done by the House 
of Coinraoiis be fixed, by sufficient legal evi- 
dence, upon the Duke of Grafton or Lord 
North, of whose guilt I am nevcrthele.ss com- 
])lctcly satislied. As for Lord Weymouth and 
Lord Barrington,' their own letters are a suffi- 
cient ground of impeachment. 

• Article 7. The seventh article is also very 
proper and necessary. The impeachment of 
Lord Man.sfield, upon his own paper, is indis- 
pensable. Yet suffer me to guard you against 
the seducing idea of concurring in any vote, or 
encouraging any bill, which may pretend to as- 
certain, while in reality it limits, tlie constitu- 

T 2 
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tional power of juries. I would have their right, 
to return a general verdict in all cases whatso- 
ever, considered as a ])art of the constitution, 
fundaincnlal, sacred, and no more questionable 
by the legislature, than whether the government 
of the country shall l)e by King, Lords, and 
Commons. U])on this point, an Enacting Hill 
wouhl be pernic!(jns; a Declaratory Bill, to say 
the best o/ it, U'cless. 

jilrdvli' 8. 1 think the eighth artiele would 
be more i)ro)>erly e\j)ressed thus : You shall 
•i'ran/ no moncij, unless for services knoicn to, and 
approved of, hp Parliamcui. In general the sup- 
plies arc’ approjeriated, and cannot easily be mis- 
ajcplied. '^riie House of Commons are indeed 
too ready in granting large sums under the head 
oi' evlrnordinaries incurred, and not provided for. 
But the accounts lie betbre them; — it is their 
o^^n tiiult if thc'y do not examine them. The 
manner in which the late debt u])on the civil list 
was pretended to be incurred, and really ])aid, 
demands a particular examii ition. Ne\er was 
there a moi'c iin})udcnt outrage offered to a pa- 
tient ])eople. 

Article 9. The ninth is indispensable ; but I 
thijik the matter oi’ it rather fit for instruction, 
than for the (b!claration you have in riew. I am 
vei^' apprcihensive of clogging the declaration, 
and making it too long. 
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Articles 10 and 11. In the tenth and i leventh 
you are very civil tb Ireland and America; and 
if you mean nothing but o^tmitalion, it may 
})ossi!)ly answer your purpose. Your care of 
Ireland is much to be commended. But, 1 
think, in good policy, you may as well com- 
plete a reformation at home, bet()re you altem])t 
to carry your improvements to such a distance. 
Clearing the fbimiain is the best and shortest 
way to purify the stream. As to taxing the 
Americans by their own representatives, i con- 
fess I do not perfectly understand you. K you 
])ropose that, in the article of taxation, they 
should hereafter be left to the authority of their 
respective as.semblies, 1 must own 1 think you 
had no business to revive a cjne.stion wliich sliould, 
and pr obably would, have lain dormant ior ever. 
If you mean that the Americans should be au- 
thorized to send their representatives to the Brit- 
ish ])arliament, I shall be contented with refer- 
ring >ou to what Mr. Burke has said upon this 
subject, and will not venliire to add any thing of 
my own, tor fear of discovering an ofiensive 
disregard of your opinion. Since the repeal of 
the Stamp Act, I know of no Acts tending to 
tax the Americans, except that which creates 
the tea fluty ; and even that cati hardly be calleil 
tnlernal. Yet it ought to be repealed, as an im- 
politic Act, not as an ojvprcssivc one. It pre- 
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serves the contention between the mother coun- 
try luul tile colonies, when every thing ivorth 
contending for is in reality given up. When 
this Act is repealed, 1 presume you will turn 
your thoughts to tlie postage of’ letters ; a tax 
imposed by authority of parliament, and levied 
in the very heart of the colonies. I am not suf- 
ficiently informed upon the subject of that ex- 
cise, which you say is substituted in North Ame- 
rica to the laws of customs, to deliver such an 
opinion upon it as 1 would abide by. Yet T can 
easily comjirehcud, that admitting the necessity 
of raising a revenue for the support of govern- 
ment there, any other revenue taws, but those 
of excise, w'^ould be nugatory in such a country 
as America. I say this with great ditHilenee as 
to the point in (piestion, and with a positive pro- 
test against any conclusion tfom America to 
Great Britain. 

If these observations shall appear to deserve 
the attention of the Society, it is tor than to 
consider what use may be made of them. I know 
how difficult and irksome it is to tread back the 
steps we have taken ; yet, if any part of what 1 
have submitted to you carries reason and convic- 
tion with it, I hope that no false shame will in- 
fluence our friends at the Lonilon Tavei n. 

r do not den;y that I expect my ojiinions 
upon these points sliould have some degree of 
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weiglit with you. I have served Mr. Wilkes, 
and am still capable of serving him. I have 
faithfully served the public, witliout the possi- 
bility of a personal advantage. As JuKius, I 
can never expect to be rewarded. — The secret 
is too imj)ortant to be committed to any great 
man’s discretion. If views of interest or ambi- 
tion could tempt me to betray my own secret, 
how could I flatter my.self that the man I 
trusted wmdd not act upon the same principles, 
and sacrilicc me at once to the King’s curiosity 
and resentment ? Speaking therefore as a dis- 
interested man, I have a claim to your atten- 
tion. Let my opinions be fairly examined. 

JUNIUS. 

P..S. As you will probably never hear from 
me again, I will not omit this opportunity of 
observing to you, that I am not properly sup- 
ported in the newspapers. One would think 
that all the fools were of the other side of the 
question. As to myself it is of little moment. 
1 can brush away the swarming insects when- 
ever I think proper. But it is bad policy to 
let it appear, in any instance, that we have not 
numbers as well as justice of our side. I wish 
you would contrive that the receipt of this letter 
and my last, might be barely acknowledged by 
a hint in the Public Advertiser. 
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J^rniccs Court. JJondtiy, Sept. 

Mil. Wilkes had the lionour .'f re- 
ceiving from the same gentleman two excellent 
letters on important subjects, one dated Aug. 
tJJst, the other Sept. 7th. He beg's the ihvonr 
ol‘ the author to prescribe the mode of Mr. 
Wilkes’s communicating his answer'. 


(‘ 8 . 


10 S'-pi. 1771 . 

You may intrust Woodfall witli a 
letter for me. Leave the rest to his manage- 
ment. 

I expect that you will not enter into any ex- 
planations with him whatsoever 


‘ Tills note was inserted in the Public AiUirtiscr on tlx; <l,iy 
Rillcwitm update. 

* Mr. W T'ki-s has written on it, “ llccuvcd by the Penny 
Post.” 
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TO .11 NltJS. 

Si K. 1_>, 1771. 

1 no not incini to indnigo llio imper- 
tinent furiosity of tiiuling oiil the most import- 
iint secret of oiir tinu"-', the millior of Jcmcs. 
I will not jittcmpt v. idi prolaiic haisils to tear 
the sacred \cil ol the siiiictiiaiy ; I am disposed 
with the inhahiUiiits of Allica, lo erect toi (iltar 
to the unhnoion god of our political idolatry, and 
will be content to worshij) him in clouds and 
darkness. 

This very circumstance, however, dei'ply 
embarrasses me. i lu; tirst letter wiih which I 
was honoured by ,Ji;\its, called tiir a thousand 
anecdotes of ('rosl)y, Sawbridge, and 'I'owns- 
bend, too tedious, too minute, lo throw uj»on 
paper, wliich yet must be acted upon, and as he 
well knows, mark the character of men. Junius 
has in my iilea too lavourable sentiments of 
Sawbridge. 1 allow him lionest, but think he 
has more mulishness than understanding, more 
understanding than candour, lie is become the 
absoluti' dupe ot‘ Malagrida’s gang. Ho has de- 
clareil, th;it if he was cho.sen mayor this year, he 
woulil not serve the office, but line, because 
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Towiishend ought to be mayor. Siicli a decla- 
ration is certain, and in my opinion it borders 
on insanity. To me Sawbridgc complained the 
last year that his sheriffalty passed in a conti- 
nual secret cabal of Beckfbrd, Townshend and 
Horne, without the communication of any thing 
to him till the moment of execution. Saw'bridge* 
has openly acted against us. Onr troops w'ill 
not be brought at present to fight his battles. 
Mrs. Macauley has warmly espoused the com- 
mon cause, and severely condemns her brother. 
Any overtures to Sawbridgc, I believe, would 
have been rejected, perba])s treated with con- 
tempt, by not the best bred man in the island. 
How could I begin a negotiation when I Avas 
already pledged to Crosby, who has ted himself 
w’ith the liope of that and the inenibeiship, by 
which I overcame his natural timidity ? Junius 
sees the confidence I place in him. Could there 
be a prospect of any cordiality betw een Saw- 
bridgc and the popular party, at least so soon as 
his mayoralty? I should fear the Mansion House 
would be besieged, and taken by the banditti of 
the Shelburnes. But what I am sure will be de- 
cisive to .Junius, I was engaged to Crosby before 
I received the letter of Aug. 21, and I have not 
since found in him the least inclination to yield 
the favoiu'ite point. 'Hie membership of' the 
city is a security to the public for his steadiness 
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in the cause. Surely Ihen it wonUl liave been 
imprudent to have wished a change. My duty 
to the people only makes me form a wish tor 
Crosby. To make Crosby mayor, it is ne- 
cessary to return to the court of aldermen ano- 
ther man so obnoxious that it is impossible tor 
them to elect him. Bridgen I take to be this 
man. While he presided in the city he treateil 
them with insolence, was exceedingly rude and 
scurrilous to them personally, starved them at 
the tew entertainments he gave, and pocketed 
the city cash. As he has always voted on the 
popular side, we arc justified to the livery in the 
recommendation of him, and the rest will be 
guessed. Crosby will pi'obably be the focitm te- 
nena of Bridgcn, if Bridgeti is elected. I A\'rote 
the letter on this subject in the Public; Adver- 
tiser of Sept. 5. The argument there is specious, 
although my jjrivatc opinion is, the House of 
Commons will not again tall into that snare. 
Into another 1 am satisfied they will. 'I'lic House 
of Lords too, will, I think, furnish a most in- 
teresting scene, in consequence of the powers 
they usurp, and the sheriff means the attack. 
I wish this great business, as 1 have projected 
it, eoftld be unravelled in a letter or two to 
.IcNiT s, but the detail is too long and intricate. 
How greatly is it to be lamented that the few 
jcal friends of the public have so little commu- 
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nicatioii of counsels, so few and only distant 
means of a reserved inlerconrsc! 

1 have no wlierc met with more excellent and 
abundant political matter than in the letter of 
Ji'NJLS respecting the Bill of Rights. lie ought 
to know h oin me, that the American I)i . I.ee (the 
(jrazetlecj ’s Junius Americamis) was the autho** 
of the too long Prcanihle, Articles, &c. They 
were, indeed, submitted to me on the morning of 
the day on which they passed, but I made lew 
correct ions. I disliked the extreme verbiage of 
ever} ])art, and wished the whole ])ut again on 
the anvil. Sir Joseph Mawbey and I were of 
opinion to 'adjourn the business for a reconsidera- 
tion, but the majority of the members were too 
impatient to Inive something go forth in their 
names to the [tiiblic. It would have been highly 
imprudent in Sir Joseph or me to thwart them 
in so tiivourite a point, and the substance 1 in- 
<lced g;reatly approve. y\t ail times I hate taking 
in other people’s foul linen to wash. The So- 
ciety of the Bill of Rights have been called ni', 
committee, and it has been said that they were 
goveined cntirel} by me. This has spread a 
jealousy even among my iiiends. 1 was there- 
Ibi’C noc.e.'sitated to act the mv;st cautimis and 
prudent part. You cannot alwa}s do all the good 
vou wish, and v on are sometimes reduced to the 
necessity of vielding in a ])aiticiilav moment to 
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conciliate the doubtful, the poe\ ish, or the re- 
fractory. Junius may be assured that I Avill 
warmly recommend the ibrmation of constitu- 
tional clubs in several parts of the kingdom. I 
am satisfied that nothing would more alarm (he 
ministry. I agree that the shortening the dura- 
tion of parliaments is the first and most impor- 
tant of all considerations, without which ail the 
rest would be nugatory ; but 1 am unhappy to 
difler with Junius in so essential a ])oint as that 
of triennial parliaments. J'hey are inadeipiate 
to the cure of destroying dependence in the 
members on the crown. They only lessen, not 
root out, corruption, and only reduce the jmr- 
chase money for an annuity of three instead of 
seven years. I have a thousand arguments 
against triennial and in favour of annual parlia- 
ments. The question was fairly agitated at the 
London Tavern, and several of your friends 
owned that they were convinced. The subject 
is too copious for a letter. I hope to read Ju- 
nius’s mature and deliberate thoughts on this 
subject. I own that in the House of Commons 
sound policy would rather fiivour triennial par- 
liaments as the necessary road to annual, but 
the constitutional question is different. 

I am sorry likewise to differ with Junius as 
to the power dejure of the legislature to disfran- 
chise any boroughs. How originated the right. 
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and why was it granted? Old Sarum and Gatton, 
for instance, were populous places, when the right 
of representation was first given them. They 
are now desolate, and therefore in every thing 
should return to their former state. A barren 
mountain or a single farm-house can have no re- 
presentation in parliament. 1 exceedingly ap- 
])rove Lord (’luitham’s idea of increasing the 
number of Knights of Shires. If parliaments 
are not annual, J should not disapprove of a 
thij'd part of the legislative body going out every 
year by ballot, and of consequence an annual 
re-election in part. 

I am so much harassed with business at pre- 
sent, that 1 have not time to mention many 
particulars of importance, and these three days 
I have had the shiv'^ering fits of a slow lurking 
fever, a strange disorder for Wilkes, which makes 
writing painful to me. I could plunge the pa- 
triot dagger in the heart of the tyrant ot‘ my 
country, but my hand wotdd now tremble in 
doing it. In general I enjoy se-tled confirnu'd 
lu.'alth, to which I hav’c for some years paid 
great attention, chiefly from public vdews. 

I am satistied that Junius now means me 
well, and I w'ish to merit more than his regard, 
his friendship, lie has poured balm into my 
w^ounds, the deepest of which T sigh, when I 
recollect, wme made by that now friendly hand. 

d 
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1 am always ready to kiss his rod, but I ho))e its 
destination is changed, and that it will never 
again fall as heavy upon me as towards the con- 
clusion of the year 1769, when Tliiirlow said 
sneeringly, tlie government prosecuted Juxios 
out of compliment to Wilkes. I warmly wish 
Junius my friend. As a public man I think 
myself secure ol’ his support, for 1 will only 
depend on popular favour, and pursue only the 
true constitutional points of liberty. As a pri- 
vate jicrson I figure to myself that Junius is as 
amiable in the private as he is great in the pub- 
lic walk of life. 1 now live very much at home, 
happy in the elegant society of a sensible 
daughter, whom Junius has noticed in the most 
obliging manner. 

1 have not had a moment^s conversation with 
Woodlall on the subject of our correspondence, 
nor did J mean to mention it to him. All he 
can guess, will be from the following card, which 
I shall send by my servant with this letter. “ Mr. 
\^’ilkcs presents his compliments to Mr. M'ood- 
fall, and desires him to direct and forward the 
enclosed to Junius.” After the first letter of 
Junius to me, I did not go to Woodfall to pry 
into a secret I had no right to know. 'J he 
letter itself bore the .stamp of Jove. I was 
neither doubting nor impertinent. I wish to 
comply with every direction of Junius, to profit 





1‘uiVA’i'ii; Li/rrjiRs. 


by Ill’s hints, and to have tlie permission of writ- 
iiii!; to him on any imjiorlant oeeasion. 1 desire 
to assure, liim,that in all great ])ublie eoneerns, 
I am jierfectly li ce trom every jiersonality cither 
of dislike or uirection. The Stoic apathy is then 
really mine. 

Lord Chatham said to me ten years ago, 
K * t * * 1 * is the iaisost hyjiocrite in Eu- 
ro])e.” I must hate the man as much as e\en 
JiMLs can, tor through this whole reign almost 
it lias been ^ * I'crsi/s Jl’ill es. d'his 

conduc t will probably make it IJ'iU,rs x crsiis *- * * * 
* ^ ^ ,Ii NIL'S must imagine that no man in 

the island (eels what he writes on that occasion 
more than T do. 

'riiis letter is an emanation of the heart, not 
an ed'ort of the head. It claims attention (fom 
the honest zeal and sincerity of the writer, 
whose atlection lor liis country will end only 
with his life. 

JOILN \Vll.Ki;.S. 


N“ 70. 

TO JOHN WILKES, ESq‘. 
silt, JjOiidon Srpti'mhn\ \11 

Volk letter of the l'2th instant, was 
carelully (•onveyed to me. 1 am much flattered, 

' W’nili u oi! h_v iiiin, “ Utucict-'l .Mointwy atU;ni<>(.n, .Septem- 
ber IS, 1771.” 
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as you politely intended I should he, with the 
worship you are pleased to pay to tlu- Unknown 
God of politics. I find I am treated as other 
Gods usually are by their votaries, with sacrifice 
and ceremony in abundance, and very little obe- 
dience. Tlic profession of your hiith is unex- 
ceptionable ; but I am a modest deity, and 
should be full as well satisfied with good works 
and morality. 

There is a ride in business that woidd save 
mueh time if it were generally adopted. A 
question once decided is no longer a suited (>f’ 
argument. You liave taken your resolution about 
the mayoralty. What I have now to say is not 
meant to alter it, but, in perfect good humour, 
to guard you against some inconveniences, which 
may attend the execution. It is your owu affair, 
and though I still think you have chosen inju- 
diciously, both for yourself and for the public, 
1 have no right to find fault or to tease you with 
reflections, which cannot divert you from your 
purpose. 

I cannot comprehend the reason of Mr. 
Crosby’s eagerness to be Lord Mayor, unless 
he proposes to disgrace the oflfice and himself 
by pocketing the salary. In that case he will 
create a disgust among the citizens, of which 
you and your party will feel the bad effects, and 
as for himself he may bid adieu to all hopes of 

VOL. I. ir 
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being returned for llie city. That he sluniid 
live with unusual splendour is essentially your 
interest and his own ; and even then I do not 
perceive that his merits are so dislingiiislied as to 
intitle him to a double rcAvanl. Of the dignity 
or authorily of a Jjocum toicns, I know nothing; 
nor can I conceive what credit Mr. Crosby is 
likely to derive trom representing Mr. Ihidgcn. 
But su])])ose Bridgen shoidd be lord mayor, and 
siionld keep his word in appointing Crosby his 
lieutenant, I should be glad to know, who is 
to sLipporl the expense and dignity of the oflicc? 
It may suit such a fellow as Bridgen to shut up 
the >.laiision-house, but I promise you his a-co- 
nomy will be of no senicc to Mr. Wilkes, If 
you make him mayor, you will be made answer- 
ahh* tor his conduct; and if he and Crosby be 
returned, you may depend upon it the court ol* 
aldermen will choose him. 

M'ith regard to Mr. Sawbridge, since I can- 
not ]ircvail with you to lay the Ibundation of a 
closer union between you, by any ])ositive sa- 
crifice in his favour, at least let me entreat you 
to observe a moderate and guarded conduct 
towards him. I should be much concerned to 
see his character traduced, or his ])erson insulted. 
He IS no/ a dupt; to any set of men whatsoever, 
nor do I think he has taken any violent or tle- 
cided part against you.— Yet to be excluded from 
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those honours which are the oii’y rewards he 
pretends to, and to which he is .so justly entitled, 
and to see them bestowed upon stich meti as 
Crosbij atul Ilrulgcn, is cnongii to excite and 
justify his resentment. All this. Sir, is matter 
of convenience, which I hojtc you will consider. 
There is another point, upon which I must be 
much more serious and earnest with you. You 
seem to have no anxiety or apprehension but 
lest the frietitls of Lord Shelburne should get 
j)()'sessIon of the iMausion-house. In my opi- 
nion they have no chance of success whatsoever. 
The real danger is IVom the interest of govern- 
ment ; from Harley, and the Tories. — Jf while 
you are employed in counteracting Mr. Towjis- 
hend, a ministerial aldermati should be returned, 
you will have ruined the cause. — You will ha\e 
ruitied yourself, and for ever. To say that Ju- 
Niiss could never f()rgive } OU is nothing ' ; — you 
coulil never tingivc yoursclfl — Juxius from that 
moment will be compelled to consider you as a 
man who has sacriliced the public to views which 
were every way unworthy of you. Jf'then, upon 
a fiiir canvass of the livery, you should sec a 
probability that llridgen may not be returned, 
let that point be given up at once, and let .Vau’- 
bridge be returned with Crosly ; -a more likely 

‘ ScL- uoW to l’n\ ale Letters, No. 56, autep. *Q.'}(K 
V 2 
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■way in my judgment to make Croshij lord 
mayor. 

Nothing can do yon greater honour, nor be 
of greater benefit to the community, than your 
intended attack upon the unconstitutional powers 
assumed by the House of Lords. You have my 
warmest applause ; and if I can assist, l ommand 
my assi.stance. The arbitrajy power of fine and 
imprisonment, assumed by these men, would be 
a disgrace to any form of legal government not 
purely arhtocraikal. — Directly, it invades the 
laws, indirectly, it saps the constitution. Na- 
turally phlegmatic, these questions warm me. — 
I envy you the laurels you will acquire. — Banish 
the thought that Junius can make a dishonour- 
able or an imprudent use of the confidence you 
repose in him. When you have leisure, commu- 
nicate your plan to me, that I may have time to 
examine it, and to consider what part I can act 
\vith the greatest advantage to the cause. The 
constitutional argument is obvious. I wish you 
to point out to me where you think the force 
of the formal legal argument lies. In pursuing 
such inquiries 1 lie under a singular disadvan- 
tage. Not venturing to consult those who are 
qualified to inform ujc, I am forced to collect 
every thing from books or common conversation. 
The pains I took with that paper uj)on privilege, 
were greater than I can express to you. Yet 
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after I had blinded myself with poring over jour- 
nals, debates, and parliamentary liistoi’v, I was 
at last obliged to hazard a bold assertion, which 
I am now convinced is true (as I really then 
thought it), because it has not been dis})roved or 
disputed. — There is this material difterence upon 
the face of the two questions. AVe can clearly 
shew a time when the lower house had not an 
unlimited power of commitment for breach of 
privilege. Wliereas I fear we shall not iuu e the 
same advantage over the House of Lords. It is 
not that preeedetUs have any weight Avith me in 
op])osition to principles j but 1 know they weigh 
with the multitude. 

My opinion of the several articles of the pro- 
posed declaration remains unaltered. I cannot 
pretend to answer those arguments in favour of 
annual parliaments, by which you say the friends 
of Junius Avere convinced. The question is not 
AA'hat is best in theoiy (for there I should un- 
doubtedly agree witli you), but what is most ex- 
pedient in practice. You labour to carry the 
constitution to a point of perfection which it 
can never reach to, or at which it cannot long 
be stationary. In tliis idea I think I see the 
mistake of a speculati\-c man, avIio is either not 
conversant with the world, or not sufficiently 
persuaded of the necessity of taking things 
Iheij are. The objection draAvn from the pur- 
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chase of an annuity for three years instead of set’etty 
is defective, because it aj)plies in the same pi’o- 
portion to an annuily tor one year. This is not 
the question. 'J'iie point is to keep the rcprcscii- 
tati\ e as much under the eliec;k and contronl of 
tlic constituent, as can be done, consistently with 
other great and essential objects. Ihit without 
entering farther into the debate, I would advise, 
that this part of the declaration be ex[)ressed 
in general terms; viz. to shorten the duration 
of parliaments, 'fhis mediating expedient will, 
for the present, take in both opinions, and lca\ e 
open the ijiumtum of tin)c to a liiturc discussion. 

In answer to a general argument, by which the 
imcontroulabic right of the people to Ibnn the 
third j)art of the legislature is defended, you urge 
against me two gross cases, which undoubtedly 
call for correction. These cases, you may be- 
lieve, did not escape me, and by the bye, admit 
ol’ a particidar answer. But it is not treating' 
me fairly to oppose general principles with par- 
ticular abuses. It is not in Innnan jrolicy to 
form an institution tfom which no jrossibic in- 
convenience shall arise. 1 did not pretend to 
deliver a doctrine, to which there coidd be no 
possible obje(‘tion. \Vc an. to chuse bc'tweeii 
better and worse. Let ns come fairly to the 
pdfiit. — IVhctbcr is it safer to disjy the legisla- 
ture a power of disfrauebising all the electors of 

7 
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a borough ; (whicli, ii' denied, entails a number 
of rotten boroughs upon the constitution) — or to 
admit the j)ower, and so leave it with the legis- 
lature to disthuichisc ad arhilrium cvci’y borougli 
and county in the kingdom. If you deny the 
con'<c(|uonce, it will be incumbent upon you to 
prove by jamlite nuisoniug that a power which 
holds in the ease of Aylesbury or New Shore- 
ham, docs nol hold in the case of York, London, 
or Middlesex. To this (piestion I desire a di- 
rect answer ; and wlien we have fixed our prin- 
cij)]es we may regularly descend to the detail. 
The case of (ralton and Old Sarum do not em- 
barrass me. 'I'heir right to return members to 
parliament has neither liictiior theory to support 
it. — “ 'I'he} have, hond^Jide, no electors.” Con- 
sequently there is no man to he disjmssessetl of 
his ti eehold. No man to be disfranchised ot his 
right of election. At the worst, .supposing the 
annihilation of these pretended boroughs could 
no way be reconciled to my ow'ii ])riuciplcs, I 
shall only say, give me a healthy, vigorous con- 
stitution, and 1 shall hardly consult my looking- 
glass to iliseover a blemish upon my skin. 

You ask UK', from whence did the right origi- 
nate, and tin- what purpose was it granted? 1 
do not see the tendency of these questions, but I 
answ'er tiiem without .scruple: ‘ In general it 
arose from the King’s writs, and it was granted 
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with a view to baUuicc the power of the nobility, 
and to obtain aids Ifoin the })eopJe.’ — But 
without looking' back to an obscure antiquity, 
Ifom which no certain information can be col- 
lected, von will find that the laws of Enj^land 
have nmch greater regard to possession fof a cer- 
tain length) than to aJiy other title whatsoe\'erj 
and that in er cry kind of property which sar'ours 
of the rediUf this doctrine is most wisely the 
basis of onr English jurisprudence. Though I 
use the terms ol’art, do not injure me so much 
as to suspect 1 am a hwyei'. — I had as lief be a 
Scotchman. — It is the encouragement gir en to 
disputes about titles, wdiich has suj)ported that, 
iniquitous protession at the expmisc of the com- 
nuinity% — As to this v'hole argument about rot- 
ten boroughs, if I seem zealous in supporting 
my o])inion, it is not Irom a conception lliat the 
constitution cannot possibly be relie\ed from 
them — I mean only to reconcile you to an evil 
which cannot safely be removed. 

Now, Mr. Wilkes, I shall deal very plainly 
with you. The subject of my first letter w’as 
])rivate and personal, and I am content it should 
be loj'gotten. Your letter to mt is also saci'ed. 
But my second letter is of pablic import, and 
must not l>e suppressed. I did not mean that it 
should be burieil in Erince’s Court. It would be 
un^r to embarrass you with a new question. 
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while your city election is dci^ending. But if 1 
perceive that within a reasonable time after that 
business is concluded, iio steps are taken with 
the Bill of Rights to form a new, short, and ra- 
tional declaration (whether by laying my letter 
before the society, or by any other mode that 
you shall think adviseable), I shall hold myself 
obliged, by a duty paramount to all other consi- 
deration.s, to institute an amicable suit against 
the society befcne the tribunal of the public. 
Without asperity, without petulance or dis- 
resj)ect, I propose to publish the second letter, 
and to answer or submit to argument. The ne- 
cessity of taking this step will indeed give me 
pain, for I well know tliat diflerences between 
the advocates are of no service to the cause. 
But the li\'es of the best of us are sj)ent in* 
i'hoosing between evils. — As to you, Sir, you 
may as well take the trouble of directing that 
society, since whatever they do is placed to your 
account. 

The domestic society you speak of is much 
lobe envied. 1 fancy 1 should like it still better 
than you do. I too am no enemy to good fel- 
lowship, and have often cursed that canting pai'- 
son lor wishing to deny you your claret. It is for 
Am/, and men like Am/, to beware of intoxication. 
'J'hough I ilo not place the little pleasures of 
life in com[)etition with tlie glorious business 

b 



«;)14 


PRrV'A’l’E IJRTTKRS. 


of instructing and directing tlic people, yet 
I see no reason why a wise man may not unite 
the public virtues of Cato, with tlie indulgence 
of Kpicurus. 

C.'onlinue careful of your health. Your head 
is too useful to be sj)arcd, and your hauil may be 
wanted. Think no more of wliat is past. You 
did Jiot then stand so well in my opinion ; and 
it was necessary to the plaji of that letter to rate 
you lower than you deserved. The wound is 
curable, and the scar shall be no disgrace to you. 

1 willingly accept of as much of your Ifiend- 
fehip as you can impart, to a man whom you will 
assuredly never know. Besides every personal 
consideration, if I were knowm, I could no 
longer be an useful servant to the public. At 
present there is something oracular in the de- 
!i\'erv of my opinions. 1 speak trom a recess 
which no luunai) curiosity can pcnctrale, and 
darkness, we ai'e told, is one source of tin' 
sublime. — The mystery of .h^Nius increases his 
iinjjortance. 

Jl'Mt'S. 


linnets Coni ty Thursday, Sept. ] . 9 . 

^^l{. Wii.KES thanks Mr. Wood/all tor the 
care of the lonncr letter, and desires him to 
transmit the inclosed to Jlnius. 
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TO JUMUS, 

SIR, Scpf. 19, 1771. 

I HAD last night the honour oC your 
Idler of yesterday’s date. I am just going to 
the Common Hall, hut first take up ihe pen to 
tlianlv you fiir (he kindness you express to me, 
and to say that the Bill of Rights meet next 
'J’uesday. I thought it necessary not to lose a 
moment in giving you this iiiformalion, that 
wJiatever you judge projier may he suhmitted to 
that .society as early as possible. Jlnujs may 
commaiul me in every thing. When he say.s 
“ my second letter is of public import, and must 
not be sujipressed. I did not mean that it should 
be buried in Prince’s Court,” — docs be wish it 
should be communicated to the society, and in 
what manner ? Tlie beginning of the second let- 
ter refers to a first letter, ami some other exjires- 
.sious ma) be improper for the knowledge of the 
society. I wait Junius’s directions. 1 bog his 
free sentiments on all occasions. I mean next 
week to state a variet y of particulars tin- his con- 
sideration and in answer to his letter. I had 
now only a moment to mention a point of busi- 
ness and a Iccling of gratitude. 


JOHN \VILKE.9. 
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N”73. 

SIR, 21.5/ Scpcanhcr, 177l\ 

Since yon are so obliging as to say, you 
will be guided by iny ojiiniori as to tlic manner 
of laying my sentiments before the Bill of Right?, 
I see no reason wliy the Avhole of the second 
letter may not be road there next Tuesday, ex- 
cept the postscript, which has no connection 
with the rest, and the word ridiculous, M’hich 
may naturally give ofteiice as 1 mean to per- 
suade and soften, not irritate or offend. Let 
that word be expunged. Tlie prefatory part ) on 
may leave or not as you think proper. Yon are 
not bound to satisfy any man’s curiosity upon 
a private matter, and upon my silence you may, 
I believe, depend entirely. As to other pas- 
sages J have no favour or affection, so let all 
go. It should be copied over in a better hand. 

If any objections arc raised, which are ati- 
swered in my third letter, you will, I am sure, 
answer for me, so far forth, ore temis. 

JtJiNTUS. 

By all means let it be copied. — This manu- 
script is for private use only. 

’ \VriUfn on li l>y Mr. Wilkes, « Roccivi J Scpi. 21, 1771.” 
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N°73. 

SIR, 

W HEN I wrote to you on Saturday, it 
did not occur to me that your own advertisement 
had already informed the public of your receiv- 
ing two letters ; your omitting the preamble to 
the second letter woidd therefore be to no pur- 
pose» 

In my opinion you should not wish to de- 
cline the appearance of being particularly ad- 
dressed in that letter. It is calculated to give 
you dignity with the public. There is more in 
it than perhaps you are aware of. Depend upon 
it, the j)crpetual union of IVUkes and mob does 
you no service. Not but that I love and esteem 
the mob. — It is your interest to keep up dignity 
and gravity besides. 1 would not make myself 
cheaj) by walking the streets so much as you do. 
Verbum sal. 


N“74. 

TO JUNIUS. 

SIR, Wcdncsdai/y Sept, 25, 

Yesterday I attended the meeting of' 
the Society of the Bill of Rights, and laid before 
them the letter, which I had the honour of re- 


* Writlcn on it by Mr. Wilke.«, “ Received Sept- 23, 1771.” 
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reiving from yon on the 7th of Scptoinhcr. The 
few lines of the preamble 1 omitted, the word 
ridiculom^ according to your directions, and a 
very few' more lines towards the conclusion. 
All the rest w'as a faithful transcript, the exact 
tenor' . TIic season of the year occasioned the 
mcoling to be ill attendt'd. Only eleven mem- 
bers were ])rcsent. The following resolution 
passed unanimously: “ That Mr. Wilkes be 
desired to transmit to Justus the thanks of the 
Society for his letter, and to assure him, that it 
was received with all the rcs])ect due to his dis- 
lingnisheil character and abilities.” Soon after 
my fever ol'diged me to return home, and 1 ha\e 
not heard of any thing further being done ; but 
Ml'. Lee told me he thought the letter capable 
of a full answ'cr, which he meant ou a future 
flay, to submit to the Society, ami would pre- 
viously communicate to me. The letter is left 


■ When M r. \V ilkt-s was |)r<»soc\iU(l in the yoar 17(j4, for 
jnihlishin;^’ the Norili Briton, No. 45 Lord Man-firld issued 
an ordfM* for i\lr. VV'Jlk(^>^N attorney or solu*itt>r lt» attend at In* 
house, on the iriornin‘( previous to the trial, “ In dieu e.iuse 
why the inforniat ion in tins cau.se .dioiild not Ik amended hy 
striknij^* out the word puupokt, in the si vi ral places vvht?re it 
is mintitinid in the said aiforniition, (exeep; mi the first 
place) <aid in^i rliim, iii-tead theri-of, tiic word tixok The 
Chief Justiee \\:i> tieeused of liavin^' su^ijie^led tin^ alli ration, 
and scM ral ohju tions were taken to il, wliichi in ar|^uintnL 
were overruled hy the Court. 
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ill llie hands of Mr. Reynolds, who has the care 
ol‘ the other papers of the Society, with direc- 
tions to jicrmit every member to peruse, and 
even transcribe it, on the jiromise of non-jmb- 
lication. Some particular expressions appeared 
rather too harsh and grating to the ears of some 
of llie nicnibcrs. 

vSurely, Sir, nothing in tlie advertisement f 
inserled in tlie Public Adtcitiser, could lead to 
the idea of the two letters I mentioned coining 
from ,/i \ii;s. I intreat him to peruse once more, 
that guarded advertisement. I hope that Mr. 
Bull’s, and my address of Saturday, was approved 
where f most desire it should be thought of fa- 
vourably. I know it made our enemies wince 
ixi the most tender part. 

1 am too ill to-day to add more. 

J01L\ WII.KES. 


75 . 

SIR, Id//' Uctokr, 1771. 

I c.\NNOT helj) expressing to you my 
thanks and approbation olyour letter of this day'. 

* This was a loni;' adilnss from Mr. Wilkt's to tht livery ot' 
London, in Ills own del'eiu'c, from an attaek wliieli h.id I’ltn 
made ii|iunlniu l)y Mr. Aldennun Town.iiend. We -li-.ill ex- 
traet such parts of it u$ arc more particularly alhulcd to l>y 
.Icstcs iu this letter. 
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I think it proper, manly, and to the purpose, fn 
these altercations nothin"; can be more usellil, 
than to preserve dipjnity -amA sang J'roid—forttlcr 
in re, suaviter in modo, increases bot!i the force 
and the severity. Your conduct to Mr. Saw- 
bridge is every thing I could wish'. Be assured, 
jmu will tind it both honourable and judicious. 
Had it been adopted a little sooner, you might 
have returned him and (h'osby, and taken the 
whole merit of it to yourself If 1 am truh in- 
formed of Mr. S.’s behaviour on the hustings, I 
must coulbss it does not satisfy me. But perse- 
verance, management, and determined good 
humour, ■will set every thing right, and, in the 
end, break the heart of Mr. Ilornc. Nothing- 
can be more true than what you say about gn at 
me/d. They are indeed a worthless, pitiful race. 

^ Towii^licrul asks, ‘ T)oes lie (I\Ir. Wilke>) allow one 

man in the court of aldermen lu Vie worthy of yonr eonfitlence, 
except him.-'clf and IMr. Cro.shy ?’ Let me slate the tpiestion 
ahoul Mr. S.i\vl)ri<lj;'c. Mr \\^ilkes lias deeland under In-* 
hand, in ail the puhhe ]ta]>ei>, ^ No inr i can honour Mr. Siiw- 
hridoe more ihaii i do, fur cren/ /i/z/iZ/V' and prixate ; h7//r, 
Mhieh eon^litulcs a and amiable charavicr.^ Was this 

praist* cold or ])ennrious ? Was it not destrMn^' a better re- 
turn than it seems to have found? Is noi ^ueli a character 
(if i/tmr cotifuirnce INlr. Wilkes’s litter of Oct. 15. 

“ Mr. Mori-i'. told at the Bill ol Ki’^ht.-i, iPat nhen he 
pressed Mr. ro'.xnsVu nd about the aflair of the pnnleiN, his 
jmswer Mas, *ha* he did not find he should he supported by 
any ^reat yuan, and otherM Jse it would be wtprudent ^ tlu rcforc 

did 
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Chatham has gallantly thrown away the scab- 
hard, and never flinched. From that moment 
I began to like him. 

I sec wc do not agree about the strict right 
of pressing ‘. If you are as sincere as 1 am, 

ilid not cluiS'C to act in it. The prudent Mr. Town.^ihcncl may 
wait the consent of great men. I will on a national call follow 
instantly the lino of iny duty, regardless of their applause or 
censure. Puhlic spirit and \irtue are seldom in the company 
of Ills Lord.'.hip or his Grace. [The case of the printers is 
detailed in note to Miscellaneous Letter^, No. xcii. Vol. III. 
p. Sib.] 

******** 

lias not, by the conduct of your Ma-.i:istrates, a complete 
victory been gained over the usurped powers both of the 
Crow n and the ]Iou.«.e of Common.'^ ? The two questions had 
been frerpicntly agitated among- th( friends of liberty, even 
w Inie I remained at the King^s Bench. When the city and the 
Hill ion had clearly decided in favour of the cause, the great 
wen followed, a.s they generally do, joined the public cry, and 
tlirongcil to the Tower to pay their tardy tribute of praise to 
the persecuted patriots. The business had been completed 
without their assistance. In all such cases I am persuaded we 
sliall find, that the people will be obliged to do their own 
bu^.lne^^ y but if it succeeds, they may be sure of the concur- 
rence and applause of the great, and their even entering the 
mo^t lothsomc prisons or dungeons — on a short visit of 
panulcV' Mr. Wilkes's letter of Oct. 15. 

‘‘'Asa good Englishman and citizen, I thanked my bre- 
thrill Suwbridge and Oliver for having so nobly discharged 
Uicir duty as aldermen in the business of IVess Warrants, on 
vv Inch 1 expatiated as the most cruel species of General War- 
rants." Id. 


VOL. 1. 
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wc shall not quarrel about a difference of opi- 
nion. I shall say a few words to-morrow on this 
subject, under the si{j;nature of Philo-Junius. — 
The letters under that name have been hastily 
drawn uj), but the principles arc tenable. I 
thought your letter about the military very 
proper and well drawn*. 

.JUNIUS. 

* Sliortly tt» Messrs. Wilkes iinil Bull t-ntcrinj;' iijion 

llieir udifc <if ^iu nlls oi’ [.oiuKiUj they adthvs.Ncd a. short letter 
to the livery, ftuitMiniui; a para'>Taph respecting the military, 
ol wlm h till' rnliowiiio i> a ropy : — 

We h.i\f oliscrved with the deepest concern, that a mdi- 
tary force has, on several late occasion., been employed by an 
unprincipled adniiin-tiMtiun, under the pretence of assisting 
tlie civil jiower in carrying the seiVence of the laws into exe- 
cution. Till' conduct i>f the present slu rilfs, m the remark- 
able case of the (wo unhappy men who suftered in July, ncav 
Bethnal (.rreen, was tiuly patriotic. W’e are deterinuied to 
ioliow <o merit oriou.s an example, and as that melancholy part 
oi our ollicc will comraenre in a very few days, wi; take lliis 
op]»ortuiiity oi declaring, that as the constitution has entrusted 
U.S with the whole power of the county, w'c will not, during 
our .slurdlaify, ..^uIKt any part of the army to inlerlnv, or 
cien to att* iid, as on many former occasiou.s, on the prett ncc 
ol aiding or a.s.sislirig the cimI magi' Irate. This resolution 
we declare to the pulilic, and to administration, to present 
during oiir continuance in olfice, the seiidiris: of any detai h- 
ini nts Irnm tin* regular forces on siieh a stniee, and the pos- 
sibility jjf all riiiiire alariir.ng di'.piites. The civil power of 
tills Count' y vve are >nrt is ai)le to support itself and a good 
govvinmcnt. '1 he niagi.slrah', willi the a^si^taIlce of those in 
his jurjsdicuon, h by expenence kiiowu to Ijc .strong cnoiigli 

to 



JUNIUS AND Mr. WILKES. 




xT 7(1 


sin, Oc7. n, mi. 

I AM not yet recovered, and to-day have 
been liarassed with complaints against the great- 
est villains out of hell, tlie bailids ; but so very 
polite and friendly a letter as Junius’s ol' yes- 
terday demands iny earliest anti warmest ac- 
knowledgments. I only take np the pen to say 
that 1 think myself happy in his approbation, 
that a line of applause from him gives the same 
brisk circulation to my spirits, as a kiss from 
Chloe, and that I mean soon to communicate to 
him a project oi importance. — I will skirmish 
with the great almost e\ ery day in some way oi’ 
other. Does Junius approve the lollowiiig ina- 

to enforce all lcq:al conimand^, without the aid ol' a .stanfl!u;v 
army. Where that i.s not (he case, a nation must sink uitt> an 
absolute military ;^overnment, and every tiling’ valuable to the 
subject be at the mercy of the soldiery and their commander. 
We leave to our brave countrymen of the army the ijlory of 
conquering; our foreign enemies. We pledge ourselves to the 
public for the faithful and e.vact discharge of our duty in 
every emergency without their assistance. We desire to save 
them a service we know they detest, and we take on ourselves 
the painful task of those unpk*asing scenes, which our office 
calls upon us to superintend. The laws of our country shall, 
in all in>tanccs during our sheriftalty, be solely enforced hy 
the authority and vigour of the civil magistrate." 

X 2 
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noeiivre, instead of going in a gingerbread cha- 
riot to yawn through a dull sermon at St. Paul’s. 

Oldlhiiky, Ort.2\th, 1771. 

“ Mn. Slici ifl’ Wilkes presents his duty to 
the Lord Mayor, and asks liLs Lordship's leave 
to preter the real service of his countjy to-mor- 
row in the administration ol‘ justice here, to the 
vain parade on the anniversary of the accession 
of a prince, under whose inauspicious govern- 
ment an universal discontent prevails among the 
people, and who still leaves the most intolerable 
grievances of his subjects unredressed.” — This 
card Ip be published at length. Will Junius 
suggest any alteration or addition ? It is a bold 
.stc}). — The sessions will not be ended on the 
25th, and it is the duty of the sheriff to attend. 
1 will follow all your hints about Mr. Saw'bridge. 
— I am sorry to differ so much from you, about 
Press Warrants. I own that I have warmly 
gone tlirough that opposition upon the clear 
conviction that every argumf'nl alledged for the 
legality of the Press Warrant '• ould do equally 
Avx'll for ship money. I believe Jitnius as sin- 
cere as myself, I will therefore be so far from 
quarrelling with him for any difference of opi- 
nion, that when I find we (Usagrec I will act 
with double- caution, and some distrust of the 
certainty of my being clearly in the right. 
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I hope the Sheriff’s letter to Mr. Akerman 
has your approbation. Docs Junh;s wish for 
any dinner or ball tickets tor the lord mayor’s 
day, for himselt^ or friends, or a liivourite, 
or Junia ? The day will be worth observation. 
W'hether creld <tn carkmc m/amlt/s, I tlo not 
know j blit the people. Sir, the people are the 
might. How hapjiy should I be to siu' my Por- 
tia here dance a graceful minuet with Jcmus 
IhiUTUs! but .Junius is inexorable and I submit, 
r would send your tickets to Woodiiill. 

To-morrow I go with the Lord Mayor and 
my brother sheriff to Rochester to take up our 
Jrcedoms. We return on Sunday night. 

I entreat of .Junius to favour me with 
every idea, which occurs to him for the com- 
mon cause, in every particular relative to my 
t;onduct. He shall find me no Jess grateful than 
ductile. 

JOHN WlLKliS, 


London^ [1\ October , I77l. 

Many thanks for your obliging offer ; 
— but alas! my age and figure would do but 
little credit to my partner. — I acknowledge tlie 
relation between Cato and Portia, but in truth 
I sec no connexion between Junius and a mi- 
nuet. 
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You shall have my f)pinjon whenever you 
think pro])cr to ask it, freely, honestly, and 
heartily. — If 1 were only a party man I should 
naturally eoiicur in any enterprize, likely to 
create a busflc witlioiit risque or trouble to my- 
self^ J3ut I love the cause independent of per- 
sons, and I wish well to Mr. Wilkes indepen- 
dent of the cause. Feeling, as I really do, for 
others where my own safety is provided for, the 
danger to which I expose a simple printer, af- 
flicts and distresses me. It lowers me to myself 
to ilraw another into a hazardous situation which 
I cannot piM’take of with him. This considera- 
tion will account lor my abstaining from * * * /• 
so long, and for the undeserved mode- 
ration with which I have treated him. 1 know 
my ground tlioroughly when 1 affirm that he 
alone itj the mark. It is not Bute, nor even the 
Trincess Dowager. It Js * * *^ * * * '*'•***** * 

* * ■v * * ft n ■* # * * * =>,= * whom every honest 
man should detest, and ewry brave man .should 
attack. Some measures of dignity and prudence 
must nevertheless be preserved for our own 
sakes. I think your intended message to the 
lord nuiNorismore spirited than judicious, ami 
that it may be attended with consequences 
which (i ( nij)aif'd with the single purpose of 

* * X #■!■•*» r- j • ,< s )> + *•## *) are not worth 
hazarding - no7} cat tanli — consider it is not 
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Junius or Jack Wilkes, bul, a gravi. sheriff (for 
grave you should be) who marks his entrance 
into office with a direct oulrntre to (he «**«*#* 
*****'•'**■*; that it is only an outrage, 
and leads to nothing. — Will not courtiers take 
advantage ? Will not Whigs be.offended ? And 
whether oflended or not, will not all parlies 
pretend to conden.ii yon? 11' measures and noi 
■men has any meaning Tand J own it has very 
little), it must hold particularly in the ca«e of’ 
* * ■* * i' j jjikI if (i ntli jind reason be on 

one side, and all the coinmon-])lace topics on 
the other, can you doubt to vthich >ide the mul- 
titude will incline ? Besides that it is loo early 
to begin this kind of attack, I conless I am anx- 
ious for your safety. 1 know that in the ordi- 
nary course of law they cannot hurt you ; but 
did the idea of a Bill of Banishment never oc- 
cur to you ? And don’t you think a dcmon; i ra- 
tion of this kind on your part might furnish go- 
vernment with a specious pretence t'or destroy- 
ing you at once, by a summary proceeding ? 
Consider the measure coolly and then determine. 

If these loose thoughts should not weigh 
with you as much as 1 could wish, I would then 
recommend a little alteration in the message. 
I would have it stated thus : — 

J*rincc*s Court , 21 October , 1771 . 

“ Mr. Wilkes presents his duty to the Lord 
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Mayor, and flatters himself he shall be honoured 
with his Lordship’s apj)robation, if he prefers 
the real service of his country to-morrow in the 
administration ol’ justice at the Old Bailey, to 
the vain parade of a procession to St. Paul’s. — 
VV'ith the warmest attachment to the House of 
Hanover, and the most determined allegiance 
to the chief magistrate, he hopes it will not be 
thought incumbent on him to take an active 
part in celebrating the acecssio)) of a prince, 
under whose inauspicious reign the English con 
stitution has been grossly and deliberately vio- 
lated, tlic civil rights of the people no less dax'- 
ingly imuded, and iheir humble petitions tor n' 
dress rejected witli contempt.” — 

In the first, part, lo ask a niaa's leave ta pnfit 
(he real service aj' oar counlrtj lo a vain parade, 
seems, if serious, too servile -if jest, unsea- 
sonable, and rather ajxproaching to burlesque. — 
The rest appears to me not less strong than 
)our own words, and better guarded in point of 
safety, which you negU-cl too much. — 1 am now 
a little hurried, and shall write to you shortly 

upon some other txqxics. 

JUNIUS. 

Pr/nt cs (o.'irt, Jfoiidi/y ^Tonnnc'f tsor. 4 , 

my leuirn home last night I had 
the very great pleasure of reading the Dedication 
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and Pi'eface wliich Mr. Woodfall left for me. I 
am going with the city officers to invite the little 
great to the custard on Saturday. Ferditiir hoc 
inter misero liw. I shall only arid, accepi, Icgiy 
prohavi. I am much honoured by the jiolite 
attention of Juniu.s’. 


V* 79. 

1) Xoz'c/?thcr, 1771. 

J KNTiiKA I you to procure lor me co- 
pies of the inlbrmations against Eyre belbrc the 
Lord Mayor. 1 pre>uiiie they were taken in 
writing. If not 1 beg you will iavoiir me with 
the most exact account of the substance of 
them, and any ob'er\ations oi your own that 
you think material. If 1 am right in my facts, 
I answer Ibr my law, and mean to attack T.ord 
Mansfieltl as soo.i as possible. 

My American namesake is plainly a man of 
abilities, though I think a little unreasonable, 
when he insists ujam more than an absolute sur- 
render of the fiict. I agree with him that it is a 
hardship on the Americans to be taxed by the 
British legislature ; but it is a hardshi]! inscjiara- 
ble in theory from tin: condition of colonists, in 

* Ibis kllcr wa.-^ writtci* by Mr. Wilkes, On rf turn- 

JuNii s, lln‘ Ot'ilicaijnn aiul Preface be ?!cnl me/' 


6 
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which they have voluntarily placed themFoIves. 
If emigration be no cr ine to deserve punish- 
ment, it is certainly no virtue to claim exemp- 
tion; and however it may have proved even- 
tually benc/icial, the mother country was but 
little obliged to the intentions of the frst enii- 
gnuits. But, in fiict, change of place does not 
excm])t from subjection : — the members of our 
factories settled under foreign governments, and 
whose voluntary bani.'.hmc'nt is much more laud- 
able with regard to the mother country, are 
taxed with the laws of consulage. Au resle, I 
sec no use in fighting lliis question in the news- 
papers, nor ha\e 1 lime. You may assure Dr. 
Lee, that to mj/ heart and understanding the 
names of Anieiieaii and Englishinan are synony- 
mous, and that as to any iiilurc taxation of 
America, I look upon it as near to impossible 
as the highest improbability can go. 

I hope that since he has opposed me where 
he thinks me wrong, Jie will be equally ready to 
assist me when he thinks me right. Besides the 
fallibility natural to us all, no man writes under 
so many disadvantages as I do. I cannot consult 
the learned, 1 cannot directly a^k the opinion 
of my acquaintance, and in the newspapers 1 
never am asMsted. 

Tho.se who are conversant with books, well 
know how often they mislead us, when we have 
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not a living monitor at hand to assist us in com- 
paring practice with theory. 


N« 80 . 

TO JUNIUS. 

SI Prince* s Courr, Wednesday, Nov, 6. 

I DO not delay a moment giving you 
the information yon wish. I enclose a copy 
of Eyre’s commitment. Nothing else in this 
business has been reduc'ed to writing. The exa- 
mination was before the sitting justice, Aider- 
man Halliflix, at Guildhall; and it is not usual to 
take it in writing, on account of the multiplicity 
of business there. The paper was found upon 
him. He was asked what he had to say in his 
defence, his answer was, I hope you will bail 
me. Mr. Holder, the clerk, answered, that is 
impossible. There never was an instance of it, 
when the person was taken in the fact, or the 
goods found upon him. I believe Holder’s law 
is right. Alderman Hallifax likewise granted a 
search warrant prior to the examination. At 
Eyre’s lodgings many more quires of pajier were 
found, all marked on pinqiose, from a suspicion 
of Eyre. After Eyre had been some time at 
Wood Street Compter, a key was found in his 
room there, which appears to be a key to the 
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closet at Guildhall, from whence the paper was 
stolen. The Lord Mayor refused to bail Eyre, 
but I do not bud that any fresh examination was 
taken at the Mansion-house. I'he circumstances 
were well known. I was j)rcsent at the examina- 
tion before IJaIJifhx, but as sheriff could not in- 
terfere, only 1 whispered Hallifax he could not 
bail ICyre. An^his in to-day’s Public Advertiser 
fold some particulars 1 had mentioned. I did 
not know of that letter j it is Mr. Bernard’s of 
Berkeley Square. As to the Americans, I de- 
clare 1 know no dillercnce between an inhabi- 
tant of Boston in Lincolnshire, and of Boston 
in New England. 1 honour the Americans ; buf 
our ancestors who siaid and <lrove out the tyrant, 
are justly greater in merit and fame than those 
who fled and deserted their countrymen. Their 
future conduct has been a noble atonement, and 
their sons have much surpassed them. 1 will 
mention to Dr. Lee what you desire. You 
shall have every communication you wish from 
me. Yet I beg Juxius to reflect a moment. 
To whom am I now writing ? I am all doubt 
and uncertainty, though not mistrust or suspi- 
cion. I shoulil be glad to canvass freely every 
pait of a great plan. I dare noc write it to a 
man I do not know, of whose connexions I am 
totally ignoranl. I differ with Junius in one 
point : I think by being concealed lie has infi- 
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iiite a(lvantage.s which I want. I am on the 
Indian coast, where, from the fire kintlhnl round 
me, I am marked out to every hostile arrow 
which knows its way to me. Those who are in 
the dark are safe, from the want of tlircction of 
the pointless shaft. I fi)llowctl .Iunius’s advice 
about tlie card on the anniversary oi' the King’s 
accession. I dropped the idea. I wisl) to know 
his sentiments about certain j)rojects against the 
usurped powers of the House of I^ords. The 
business is too vast to write, too hazardous to 
communicate to an unknown ])erson. .Juxius 
will forgive me. What can be done ? — “ Alas !” 
where is the man after all Wilkes has experi- 
enced, in whose friendly bosom he can repose 
his secret thoughts, his noble but most tlangerous 
designs ? The person most capable he can have 
no access to, and all odiers he will not trust. I 
stand alone, as the French call it, a single 
column unpro})])ed, and perhaps nodding to its 
fall. 

JOHN WILKKS. 


N°8I. 

9 November, 1771. 

1 AM much obliged to you for your 
information about E}Te. The facts are as I un- 
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derstood them, and, with the blessing of God, 
I will pull Mansfield to the ground. 

Your offer to communicate your plan against 
the Lords w’as voluntary. Do now as you think 
proi)er. I have no resentments but against the 
coniinon enemy, and will assist you in any way 
that you w'ill suffer yourselt’ to be assisted. Wlien 
you have satisfieil your understanding that there 
maj' be reasons why Junius should attack the 
King, the minister, the court of King’s Bench, 
and the House of Commons, in the way that I 
have done, and yet should desert or betray the 
man who attacks the House of Lords, I would 
still appeal to your heart. Or if you have any 
scruples about that kind of evidence, ask that 
amiable daughter \vhom you so implicitly con- 
fide in — Is it possible that Junius should betray 
me ? Do not conceive that I solicit new em- 
ployment. I am overcome witli the slavery of 
w'riting. 

Farewell. 


N» 82. 

Princes Court, near Storey's Gate, Westminster, 
Wedmsday, Jutmary 15, 1112, 

TO JUNIUS. 

A NECESSARY attention to my health 
engrossqd my time entirely in the few' holidays 

7 
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I spent at Bath, and I am rewarded wiUi being 
perfectly recovered. The repairs of the clay 
cottage, to which I am tenant for life, seem to 
have taken place very successfully j and the 
building will probably last a lew more years in 
tolerable condition. 

Ycstci'day I met tlie Sup])ortcrs of the Bill 
of Rights at the London 'J'avern. Miicli dis- 
course passed about the publication of Jcnius’s 
letter. Dr. Lee and Mr.Watkin Lewes, who were 
both suspected, tiilly exculpated themselves. I 
believe the publication was owing to the indis- 
cretion of Mr. Patrick Lawilron, a linendraper 
in Cheapside, w'ho shewed it to his partner on 
the Saturday. The partner copied it on the Sun- 
day, and the Monday tidlowing it appeared in 
the Morning C’hroiiicJe. The Gazetteer only 
copied it from tlience. I'he Society directed a 
disavowal of their publication of it to be sent to 
you, and are to take the letter into consideration 
at the next meeting. I forgo*^ to mention that 
Mr. Cawdron keeps the papers of the Society. 

The winter campaign will begin with the 
next week. I believe that the sherifls will have 
the old battle renewed vvith the Commons, and 
I suppose the lord mayor and the courtly aider- 
men will commit the printer for ns to release. 
Another scene will probably open witli the 
Lords. Junius has observed, “ the arbitrary 
power they have assumed of imiiosing fines, and 
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committing during pleasure, will now be exer- 
cised in its fullest extent.” The progress of tlie 
business I suspect will be this --a bitter libel 
against Pomiiet, J)enbigh, or Talbot, attack- 
ing the peer personally, not in his legislative or 
judicial capacity, will appear. Ilis LorJshiji, 
passion’s slave, will coinplain to the ]Ioue<-. 
They will order the printer into custody and set 
a heavy tine. The Sherilfs the next morning 
will go to Newgale, cxaniine the warrant of 
commitment, and, like the angel to Peter, take 
the i)risoner by the hand and conduct him out 
of prison ; ailerwards they will probably make 
their appeal to the public against the usurpation 
of their Lordships, and their entirely setting 
aside the power of juries in their proceedings. 

Are there more fiirious wild beasts to be 
ibund in the upj)er den than the three I have 
named ? Miller, the printer of the London 
Evening Post, at No. 2, Queen’s Head Passage, 
Paternoster Row, is the best man I know for 
tins business. He will print whatever is sent 
him. He is a fine Oliverian soldier. I intend 
a manifesto with my name on Monday to give 
spirit to the printers, and to shew them who 
will be tti^' protector. I foresee it will make 
the two houses more cautious, but it is necessary 
for our friends, and the others shall be baited 
till they are driven into tlie snare. Adieu. 

JOHx\ WILKES. 
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TO THE 


ENGLISH N.4TION. 


I DEDICATE to You a Collection of 

Letters, written by one of Yourselves for the 

common benefit of us all. Tliev would never 

*) 

have grown to this size, without Your continued 
encouragement and jtpplausc*. To me they 
originally owe nothing, but a healthy, sanguine 
constitution. Under Your care they have thriven. 
To You they arc indebted for whatever strength 
or beauty they possess. When Kings and Mi- 
nisters are forgotten, when the force and di- 
rection of personal satire is no longer under- 

^ See Private Letters, No. 5. in which the author, shortly 
after iiis appearance before the public under the signature of 
Junius, expresses an intention to discontinue writing under 
tliat name ; nor would he in all probability have persevered, 
but for the reason assigned above, edit. 

VOL. I. B 
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stood, and when measures are only felt in their 
remotest consequences, this book will, I believe, 
be found to contain principles, worthy to be 
transmitted to posterity. When You leave the 
unimpaired, hereditary freehold to Your child- 
ren, You do but half Your duty. Both libert)' 
and pro})erty are procariou-s, unless the posses- 
sors lia\c sense and spirit enough to defend 
them. — This is not the language of vanity. If 
1 am a vain man, my gratification lies within a 
narrow circle. I am llic sole depositary of my 
own secret, and it shall perish with me*. 

If an honest, and, I may truly affirm, a la- 
borious zeal l(jr the i)ul)lic service has given 
me any wciglit in Your esteem, let me exhort 
and conjure You never to suffer an invasion 
of Your j)olitical constitution, however mi- 
nutc the instance may appear, to pass by, 
without a determined, persevering resistance. 
One precedent creates another. They soon ac- 

* This be understood oniy i’l general terms. From the 
following pa.xsage in J^iivate Ix-tlers, No. 8. it is obvious that 
there were persons to whom the writer unbosomed himself ; 
although there is still every reiiNon for believing that such per- 
*•0118 formed, as he has expressed it abov( , only a narrow cirefe, 
— ‘'The la>t letter jou printed was idle and improper, and, 
f yon, printed ai^aiiist my oxen opinion. The truth is 

ihctc (tre prople ahout me, whom I would wish not to contradict* 
and who had rather va’ JuMu^ in the papers, ever so improperly, 
ihannot at alfd* LOir. 
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cumulate, and constitute law. What yesterday 
was fact, to-day is doctrine. Examples are sup- 
posed to justify the most dangerous measures, 
and where they do not suit exactly, the defect 
is .supplied by analogy.— +-Be assured that the 
laws, which protect us in our civil rights, grow 
out of the constitution, and tliat they must fall 
or flourish with it. This is not the cause of fic- 
tion, or of party, or of any individual, hut the 
common interest of every man in Britain. Al- 
though the King sliould continue to support his 
present system of government, the })eriod is 
not very distant, at which You will have the 
means of redress in Your owm power. It may 
be nearer perhaps than any of us ex])ect, and I 
would warn You to be prei)ared lor it. The 
King may pos.sibIy be adx’iscd to dissolve the 
present parliament a ye<ir or two before it ex- 
pires of cour.se, and precipitate a new election, 
in hopes of taking the nation by surprize. It 
such a measure be in agitation, this very caution 
may defeat or prevent it'*. 

* ITie object to bavc been accompliisbccl by obtainiiit^ a new 
parliament does not appear to have bet n of suilicient force to 
have precipitated such a measure ; and \va<, in consequence, 
relit ic[ui.shed : on which account tlte pai Jiarnent m question was 
not dissolved till September dOtb, 1774, after having* existed six 
years, four months, and twenty-one days. Many of the leltei?* 
of Jt Nits turning upon the elective franchise, and the necessity 
of tntnniul parliaments, the reader may not be tbsplcased to 

IS 2 
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I cannot doubt that You will unanimously 
assert the freedom of‘ election, and vindicate 
Your exclusive right to choose Your representa- 
tives. JJut otlier (picstions have been started, 
on whicli Your determination should be equally 
clear and unanimous. Let it be impressed upon 
Your minds, let it be instilled into Your children, 
that the liberty of the press is the Palladium of 
all the civil, political, and religious rights of an 
Englishman, and that the right of juries to re- 
turn a general verdict, in all cases whatsoever, 
is an essential pan of our constitution, not to 
be cotitrouled or limited by the judges, nor in 


Nt'C, ill oni- \icw, lh( ivsprctive elates of tbe dissolution and rc- 
avsriubliM^ oftlif veral parlmiiicnt- diirinjj the present reii^ii. 


INIel. 

l)js<ol\e(l. 

FA'isled. 
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;iny sliape questionable by the legislature. The 
power of King, Lords, and Commons is not an 
arbitrary power*. Tliey are the trustees, not 
the owners of the e.state. The fee-simple is in 
US. They cannot alienate, they cannot Avaste. 
When w'e say that the legislature is supreme, we 
mean that it is the highest j)owcr known to the 
constitution ; — that it is the highest in com- 
parison with the other subordinate })o\vers es- 
tablislicd by tlie laws. In this scmiso, tlie word 
supreme is relative, not absolute. Tlie ])ower 
of the legislature is limited, not only by the 
general rules of natural justice, and the welfare 
of the community, but by ti\c forms and prin- 

^ 7'tiis positive denial, of an arbilrary pow er voted 
ill the slat lire, is not ni tact a now Joctriin*. W hen llicliari 
of LlncI^t■y, in the year hron^hl a hill into llie huiiM- of 

lords. To prevent the dangeis, uh/ch nri'ic from pci^ons' 

disaffected to irorernmeiU^ by which an oath and penalty w 
to he imposed upon the inemliers of both hou>es, it was affirm- 
ed, in a protest signed hy twenty-three lay-p(‘tT.s, (my lords 
the iiisiiops were nut accustomed to protest) ‘'That iJie puvj- 
le;,^’ of sitting and voting in parliaimnt wa.s an lionour they 
had hy liirth, and a right so mlicrcnt m them, ami mseparalilc 
from them, that nothing eould take it axvapy but what, hy tlie 
law of the land, umst withal take away their lives, and corrupt 
their blood/^ — These noble peers, (whose names are a re- 
proach to iheir po.'itenty) have, in this instance, solemnly de- 
nied the power of parliament to alter the constitution. Ihidi r 
a particular proposition^ they have asserted a general truth, in 
ivhicli every man m England is concerned. 
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ciples of our particular constitution. If this 
doctrine be not true, we must admit, that King, 
Lords, and Commons have no rule to direct 
their resolutions, but merely dicir own will and 
pleasure. They miglit unite the legislative and 
executive power in the same hands, and dissolve 
the constitution by an act of j)arliament. But 
I am jjersuaded You will not leave it to the 
choice of seven luindred persons, notoriously 
corrupted by the crown, whether seven millions 
of their equals shall be freemen or slaves. The 
certainty of forfeiting their own rights, when 
they sacrifice those of the nation, is no check 
to a brutal degenerate mind. Without insisting 
upon the extravagant concession made to Harry 
the eighth, there are instances, in the history 
of other countries, of a formal, deliberate sur- 
render of the public liberty into the hands of 
the sovereign. If England does not share the 
same fate, it is because we have better resources, 
than in the virtue of cither house of parliament. 

I said that the liberty of tb'^ press is tlie^w//«- 
dhm of all Your rights, and that the right of ju- 
ries to return a general verdict is part of Your 
constitution. To preserve the whole system. 
You must- correct Your legislature. W^ith regard 
to any influence of the constituent over the 
conduct of tlie representative, there is little dif- 
ference bet-\veen a scat in parliament for seven 
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years and a seat for life. The prospect of Your 
resentment is too remote j and although tlic last 
session of a septennial parliament be usually 
employed in courting the favour of the pcoi)le, 
consider that, at this rate, Your representatix es 
have six years for offence, and but one lor atone- 
ment. A death-bed repentance seldom reaches 
to restitution. If you reflect that in the changes 
of administration, which hax'c marked a)id dis- 
graced the j)rcscnt reign, although } our warmest 
patriots have in their turn been invested with 
the lawful and unlawful authority of the crown, 
and though other reliefs or improvements have 
been held forth to the people, yet that no one 
man in office has ever promoted or encouraged 
a bill for shortening the duration of parliaments, 
but tliat, (whoever was minister) the opposition 
to this measure, ever since the septennial act 
passed, has been constant and uniform on the 
part of government, — You cannot but conclude, 
w'ithout the possibility of a doubt, that Itmg 
parliaments are the foundation of the undue in- 
fluence of the crown. This influence answers 
every purpose of arbitrary ])ower to the crown, 
with an expence and oppression to the people, 
which would be unnecessary in an arbitrary go- 
vernment. The best of our ministers find it the 
easiest and most compendious mode of con- 
ducting the King’s affairs; and all ministers 
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liave a general interest in adhering to a system, 
which of itself is sufficient to support them in 
office, without any assistance trom personal 
virtue, popularity, labour, abilities, or experi- 
ence. It promises every gratification to a^'arice 

and ambition, and secures impunity. Tliese 

ax'c truths unquestionable. — If they make no im- 
pression, it is because they are too vulgar and 
notorious. But the inattention or indilleience 
of the nation lias continued too long. You arc 
roused at last to a sense of Your danger. — The 
remedy will soon be in Your power. If Junius 
lives, You shall often be reminded of it. If, 
when the opportunity presents itself^ Y'ou neglect 
to do Your duty to Yourselves and to posterit}', 
— to Ciod and to Your country, I shall have one 
consolation led, in common with the meanest 
and basest of mankind. — Civil liberty may still 
last the life of 


JUNIUS. 



PREFACE. 


The eiicouragemciit given to a mul- 
titude of spurious, mangled publications of the 
letters of Junius, persuades me, that a com|)lcte 
edition, corrected and improved hy llie author, 
will be favourably received. The printer will 
readily acquit me of any view to my own profit*. 
1 undertake .this troublesome task, merely to 
serve a man who has deserved well of me, and 
of the public; and who, on my account, has 
been exposed to an expensive, tyrannical prose- 
cution. For these reasons, 1 gi\'e to Mr. Henry 
Sampson IVoodJall, and to him alone, my right, 
interest, and property in these letters, as lidly 
and completely, to all intents and purposes, as 
an author can possibly coin ey his property in 
his own works to another. 

This edition contains all the letters o? Jmhis, 
Philo Junius f and of Sir ll'iUiam Draper ami 
Mr. Home to Junius, w'ith their respective 

* See Private Letters, No. 59 . and note appended to it. 


EDIT. 
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dates, and according to the order in which they 
appeared in the Public Advertiser*. The aux- 
iliary part of' Philo Junius was indispensably 
necessary to defend or explain particular pas- 
sages in Junius, in answer to plausible objections; 
but the subordinate character is never guilty of 
the indecorum of praising his principal. The 
fraud was innocent, and I always intended to 
explain itt. The notes will be found not only 
useful, but necessary. References to facts not 
generally knowm, or allusions to the current 
report or opinion of the day, are in a little time 
unintelligible. Yet the reader will not find him- 
self overloaded with explanations. I was not 
born to be a commentator, even upon my own 
works. 

It remains to say a few w'ords upon the 
liberty of the press. The daring spirit, by 
which these letters are supposed to be distin- 
guished, seems to require that something serious 
should be said in their defence. I am no 

* From this order there are two or three deviations, but 
too trivial to be worth pointing out. edi t. 

t It wa*^, in point of I’act, publicly avowed by the author, 
m the f'niouini^ notice in.^crtcd in the Public Advertiser 
October 20 1 1771 : 

We liave die author's consent to say, that the letters, 
published in tins pnpcT under the signature of Fhilo JuiiiuSy 
are written by Jumus,"' edi r. 
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lawyer by profession, nor do I pretend to be 
more deeply read, than every EngHsli gentle- 
man sliould be in the laws of his country. If 
therefore the principles 1 maintain are truly 
constitutional, I shall not think myself answer- 
ed, though I should be convicted of a mistake 
in terms, or of misapplying the language of the 
law. I speak to the plain understaruiing of the 
people, and appeal to their honcsl, liberal con- 
struction of me. 

Good men, to whom alone I address myself, 
appear to me to consult their piety as little 
as their judgment anti experience, when they 
admit the great and essential acb'antages ac- 
cruing to society from the freedom oi the press, 
yet indulge themselves in ])ect ish oj’ [)assionate 
exclamations against the alnises of it. Betray- 
ing an unreasonable exj)cctation of benefits, 
pure and intire, from any human institution, 
they in effect arraign the goodness of Provi- 
dence, and confess that they arc dissatisfied 
with the common lot of humanity. In the 
present instance they really create to their 
own minds, or greatly exaggerate the evil they 
complain of. The laws of hhigland provide, as 
effectually as any human laws can do, for the 
protection of the subject, in his reputation, as 
well as in his person and property. If the 
characters of private men arc insulted or in- 
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jurcd, a double remedy is open to them, by aclion 
and indiclment. If, through indolence, false 
shame, or indifference, they will not appeal to 
the laws of their country, they fail in their duty 
to society, and arc unju.st to themselves. If, 
from an xunvai J’antabJc distnist of the integrity 
of juries, they would wish to obtain justice by 
any mode of proceeding, more summary than 
a trial by tlieir peers, I do not scruple to affirm, 
tliat they arx* in effect greater enemies to them- 
selves, than to the libeller they prosecute. 

Witli regard to sti'icturcs ujion the characters 
of men in office and tlie measures of government, 
the case is a little different. A considerable lati- 
tude must be allowed in the discussion of jniblic 
affairs, or the liberty of the press will be of no 
benefit to society. As the indulgence of private 
malice and personal slander should be checked 
and resisted by every legal means, so a constant 
examination into the characters and conduct 
of ministers and magistrate should be equally 
promoted and encouraged. They, who con- 
ceive that our news jiapers arc no restraint upon 
bad men, or impediment to the execution of 
bad measures, know nothing of this country. 
In that state of abandoned servility and prosti- 
tution, to which the undue influence of the 
crown has reduced the otlier branches of the 
legislature, our ministers and magistrates ha\e 
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in reality little punishment to fear, and few 
difficulties to contend with, beyond die censure 
of the press, and the spirit of resistaticc, whicli 
it excites among the people. Wliile tliis cen- 
sorial power is maintained, to speak in the words 
of a most ingenious foreigner, botli minister 
and magistrate is compelled, in almost every 
instiince, to choose betxceen his diilij and his repu- 
tation. A dilemma of this kind, j)ejpefijally 
before him, will not iuileed work a miracle 
upon his heart, but it will assuredly o})erate, in 
some degree, upon his conduct. At all events, 
these are not times to admit of any relaxation 
ill the little discipline we ha\ e left. 

But it is al lodged, that the licentiousness 
of the press is carried beyond all bounds of 
decency and truth ; — that our excellent mi- 
nisters arc continually exposed to the jmblic 
hatred or derision j — that, in prosecutions for 
libels on government, juries are partial to the 
popular side; and that, in the most flagrint 
cases, a verdict cannot be obtained for the 
King. — If the premises were admitted, I should 
deny the conclusion. It is not true that the 
temper of tlie times has, in general, an undue 
influence over the conduct of juries. On the 
contrary, many signal instances may be jno- 
duced of verdicts returned for the King, when 
the inclinations of the people led strongly to 
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an unclistinguishing opposition to government. 
Witness the cases of Mr. Wilkes and Mr. 
Almon*. In the late prosecutions of the printers 
of my address to a great personage, the juries 
were never fairly dealt with.— Lord ChieJ' Juslice 
Mamjicld, c;onscious that the paper iu question 
coJitainod no treasonable or libellous matter, 
and that the .severest parts of it, however painful 
lo the King, or oflcn.sivc to his servants, M'ere 
strictly true, would fain have restricted the jury 
to the finding of' s])ecial facts, which, as to 
guiltij or not git/lfij, were merely indifferent. 
This particular motive, combined with his 
goieral purpose to cotilraef the power of juries, 
will account fcir the charge he delivered in 
li'oodfairs trialf. lie told the jury, in so many 

'The <»f Wilk< H lu rc ullndtd !«> is Iik prost^cution, 
r«»r liavihj»’ wnUciiaii oIimhik* parotly on Pope’s ExMiy on IM.iii, 
lu* called ** An Ps>ay on Woman.” Almon was pro.se- 
nited nnnly lor luninp;' soul in a magazine entitled The 
London iNIuM Oin, wliieli lu* did not luiiil, a transciipt of 
letter to the* Km;;, fn>t pvihlidied in the Puhlie 
Advertisir, and thence copied into a \aridy of other news- 
papt r^. And the re-'iill was a verdict a^^aiii^t him, aUhongh 
it did not appear to tlie court that he was privy to the sale, 
or even knew that the iiia;;azine, sold at his sliop, con- 
tained tile lettt.r to the Kiii;;’. CDir. 

I IMemoiMhli' tins el\ar;;c is on various accounts, and 
esjiecially is iiavinL* l.ud the foundation for a very warm and 
animated discnssjon hiilli in and out of ])arliatiieiit, it is very 
extraordinary that it is no w here re ported in our senatorial 

documents. 
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worils, tliat they had nothiug to dotermirte, 
except tlie fact of printing and pul Vshing^ and 
whether or no the blank's or innuendoes were 
properly filled up in the information; — but tliat, 

clociuntiits. and is indeed diffieult to be obtained from any 
utlier quarter. The fact is, that although it was laid by 
Lord Mansfield on tlie table, in the lioiise of lords, when 
siuTiinoned at hi^ re<juest to take it into consideration, yet as 
be did not make any evjircss motion upon the subjt et, it was 
not entered into the journals, and was only left with the 
clerk fur any noble lord to take a copy of it, who was 
tlesirous ofdomiijso. The reader. Ibia’efore, will ficl gratified 
by being put into po^sess|on of the charge, togelber with 
I.onI Camden’s interrogatories in regard to it, proposed to the 
Lord Chief Justice in bis pri>por place in the upper honsr, and 
to which the latter did not chusc to make any reply. To 
these it may be also advantageous to subjoin a summary of tlie 
speeches of the late Afr. I'ox and Afr. Burke upon tin* same 
subject, when Intrudneed into llie House of Coinmous, as 
containing, in a condiai'-cd ft)nn, the argument of the opposite 
sides of the question. Mr. I'ox, it well known, was, at 
tills }ieriod, in fiuour of the uimistry ; but the political error 
he then laboured under, be nobly redeemed a fi u ^cars 
afterwards, and amply atoned for to the public, by the 
excellent and truly coiistitutiunal bill “ to remove doubt-; re- 
specting the functions of juiu> in cascs of libel,’’ miroduced 
into the senate in the session of 1791, more particularly 
tioliced in another part of this work, and which, by liis in- 
defatigable perseverance \v*is at length earned througfi tho 
legislature, lias nullified Loi*d Mansfield’s doctrine, and set 
the important question completely at rest. 

Mr. Woodfall, as a party concerned, modestly forbore to 
ofl-cr any statement of this celebrated trial in the Public 
i; Adver- 
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wh’ethcr the defendant had committed a crime 
or not, was no matter of consideration to twelve 
men, who yet, upon their oaths, wore to pro- 
nounce their ])eer guilty y or not guilty. When 

Advcrii.^cr, in (■oMso»jUcnre of wliii ii Ihc writer is oblif^ed to 
avail Ijiiii'^clf tile follow ini^ cxtrai't, though very luijierfcctly 
gi\f'n, from a contt'inijorary j<mnial. 

j'hi accnimt of the trial at (inildhaU of the original publisher of 
Jt Mi-s's Letter to the King. 

^V.>ler(lay mormnu, [.Iniie Id, 1770,] about nine o\*lork, 
< aine on btfore Lord Mansfield, in the Court of King’b-bench 
at (hiildhall, the trial of Mr. Woorlfall, the original printer 
,loMv’s*s U tter in the Piibhe yVdvertiscr of December 19. 
Oiilystvtn of the special jury attended, viz. Wdliani Bond, 
foreman; Peter Cazalel, Alexander Peter Allen, Frederick 
C’ommertll, liermen Meyer, John Thomas, and Ikirnngton 
lluijjiin. 

i/pon which the fJlou mg fi\e taU‘«>men were taken out of 
the bov, VIZ. William Haiinard, l^uil Verges, William Sibley, 
Wilhain Willett, and William DaM^. 

The trial was opened by Mr. Wallis. 

Nathaniel (aow'der swore lie bought the paper of Mr. 
WoodfalFs publishing servant, whom he named. 

Ml*. Harris jiroved tliat the duty f 'r the advertisements and 
stamps wtn; paid by Mr. Woodfall. 7\nd 

A Clerk of Sir John Fielding’s proved, l.*y a receipt from 
Mr. Woodfall, his coneuii in and for the ]>aper. 

The publication and direction of the paper by Mr. Woodfall 
being thus pr«>ved. 

Lord Maii'tield, in his charge, told the jufy, That there 
were only t\w> pointN fur tluir coiisidiration : the first the 
printing and puhlisinng the jianu* in cjiiestion ; the second, 
the seii^e and meaning of ii: That as to the charges of its 

being 
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\ve hear such nonsense delivered from the bench, 
and find it supported by a laboured train of 


iM ini];’ iiialjrioiis seditious See. they \vtTe infertnctN in Iaw 

about whii li no evideuee nce<l Ik- i;i\rn, aii\ mon* Ihan lluu 
p.iit of an nduMinent need Ix'. |»io\t:d by tMfliiicc, which 
charoc-^ a man with bi'iiio- moved by the iii.NtiLfation of the 
That thertfore tlio printmu^ and of the papei 

^vel•c alone what the jurv had to eon-Hidcr of; and thal if tlie 
[>a|HT dionid really eontaiu no breaeh of the law, that wa.s 
a matin* whieli miu;ht alterwards be inoM’d m arrest of jud^- 
nieiit : 'That he had no *'\idenee lo '•mn op to tin m, as the 
(hfnidant’s < oniisel admitte«i the jMintin^* and piihheation lo 
lie well pro\ed ; 'J'hai as to the m ri.“-e, they had not e,ille«l in 
doubt the manner in wliieli tin* ilashes» m the paper wire 
fiih (I up 111 tile reeoid, b} liivm^ any other sense to the 
tlas^l^es; if they had, ihi* jmy wniild lia\e been lo eoirsider 
wlmli appliealion was the tiue one, that i hariod in the inlbr- 
nialion, or vSUi;'oe>ted by the detoidanl. TIi.it Ihe pny nn^lit 
now eoinjiare the paper with the infuimalion : Thai if they 
did not tind tile ap])lkMti«.n w 1*01114, they must lind the de- 
lendant mnlly and it (hey did tiinl il vvrouj:, tlky inubi 
a(a|iiit Imn : Thai tliis was not llu' tune for alleviation ot 
a«;^ravation, thal bnnj;* for tiiture I'on-'ideration : 'J’hat rvery 
snbji'cl was under tlie coutroul of the law, :md liad a i':^hl lo 
expect from it protection lor hi.s person, liis pr >[>e,tv, anil 
Ills j^iiod name: That if any man oi'K ndeil the law-^ he was 
amenable to them, and vva^ not to he ei iisun d <»r jiUiiislK'd, 
but in a course : That any person liljclkd liad a ni;lit 

eitlier to brin^* a civil or a ermiinal proH Cnlion : That in the 
latter, which i> by information or indictment, it is iminatenal 
wlieihcr the puldicatiou hi* faUt or true : Thai it is no dcfenie 
to say It is true because it is a breach oi’ the p*:ace, and 
th* icfore criminal ; but 111 a civil prosci ution, it is a defence to 
«iay the char^^es la the publicuUoii are true, because the plaint dl 
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sophistry, which a plain understanding is un^ 
able to follow, and which an unlearned jury, 

there sues only for a pecuniary satisfaction to himself ; and 
that this is the distinetmn as to that nature of defence. — Hb 
Lordship said, ho \ras afraid it \v;w too true that few charac- 
ters in the kint^tlom escaped libels: That inaijy were very 
injuriously treated — ami if so. that the best way to present it 
was by an appheatum to tbo law, which is open to every man : 
That the lihcriy of the prtss consisted in every man havinj^ 
the power to publish his sen1mi<*nts without first a])plyin:.i‘ for 
a licence to any one ; hat if any man published what was 
apjaiU'.t law, ho did it at his peril, and was answerable for it 
in tho same maimer as lio who sufiers his hand to commit an 
as>aiiU, or his toioTue to utter blasphemy/^ 

Between eleven and twelve the jury withdrew; at four the 
court adjourned; and a little after nine the jury wailed oii 
Lord !\Tatisfield at his house in J>lo«>nishury-s(|uare, with their 
\erdiet, whieh was Guilty of piun ting and publishing OMA . 

This charj^e having* lieeii laid upon the table of the House 
of Lord.s, December 10, 1770, by the Lord Chii f Justice, the 
follow ing questions w'cre put to him, in Ins place, by Lord 
Lamden, on the day ensiiiiij^. 

1. Does the opinion mi-an to declare, that upoii the "^eneral 
issue of Not (hiihy, ill the east of a seditious libel, the jury 
have no rijrlit, by law', to examine the innocence or criminality 
of the paper, if they think fit, and to form their verdict 
ujmii such exaniinatioii ? 

2. Does the opinion mean to declare, that in the case 
aho'cmentioned, when the jury have delivered m their vcrdich 
Gu/Itt/, tliat lliis \eidict has found the hict only and not the 
law ? 

J. Is it to be onderstcw>.l by this opinion, that if the jury 
come to the bar, and say that they find the printing and 
publishing’, hut that the paper is no libel, tliat in that ra.se 



PREFACE. 


19 


liowever it may shock their reason, cannot be 
supposed qualified to refute, can it be wondered 

the jury have found the defendant guilty generally, and lli*s 
verdict must be so entered up ? 

4. Whether the opinion inean> to say, that if the judge, 
after giving his opinion of the innorcnce or erinunality of the 
paper, should leave the considemtion of tliat matter, together 
with the printing and publishing, to the jury, such a direction 
would be contrary to law ? 

5. 1 beg leave to ask, whether dt ad and living jiiilges, then 
absent, did declare tbeir opiuioiis in open court, and wlu tber 
the noble Lord has any note of such opinions? 

C. Whether tliey declaim'd such opinions, after solid argu- 
ments, or upon any point judicially before them ? 

To these queries liord Maiidield made no r<.[)ly, briefly 
observing that he would not answer interrogatories. 

The subject was inlrodiuvd into the lower bouse, December 
(i, 1770, on a motion made by Mr. Serjeant Glynn. 

That a committee should be appointed to enquire into tlie 
administration of eriniinal jusliec, and the proceedings of the 
judges in Wcstminstcr-liall, particularly m cases relating to 
tlic Liberty of the Press, and the constitutional power and 
duty of juries.*^ 

In the course of the discussion, (he speakers on both sides 
alluded not only to the charge in Mr. Woodfall’s case, but also 
to Mr. Baron Snlythe^s comliiel in trying a Scotch seijeant at 
Guildford, which will bt* found more particularly detailed in 
the Editor\s note to Junius’s letter lxviii. Amongst the chief 
speakers on this occasion were, as we have already observed, 
on the side of the nlini^t^y, Mr. Fox, and on that of the 
people, Mr. Burke. The following summary of their argu- 
ment, which in truth contains the general argument of the 
rest, is extracted from a pamphlet entitled For Senauh, 
printed previous to the contest which soon afterwards eii&ued, 

C o between 
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tlrat they shoulil retnni a verdict, perplexed, 
absurd, or imperfect ? — Jjord Man^eld \\'a% noi 

ih<‘ IlcHiM' (»r ( oininttus .lutl the 1^'iiitcrs, respcctiiig- 
lilt- [)!il>lir;itnni oi* p.irlijnnciilury dt.hatrs, iijul which, in a 
vircal inciiMii'c, led tlicuay to that enntrover y. The speeches 
in till- pamplilet were ailo:;etlicr reported by il'c late Mr, 
Win. WtmdI'all, \vlu‘>c stnn;;Ui of iiuinory, nice acenracy 
and nuid llnpartI;^llt^ , \\ ert‘ (‘C|iKilly ‘«nl)jecls oi‘ adnuration, and 
held m the liii^litist veiicraliini, ly> the nicinbers of both houses 
oi’ parliament, to \\liate\er jiarty they nii^lit bcloiij^-, dunnj^ 
the many ycnstiiat he conlmnctl loixercise his talents in that 
most laborn-iis, and \\v trust uo may add, most important 
branch of pnbiic tlnty. 

Mr. l’o\ spt*ke as lollows:— - 

Wc are told by the abettor- of tins motion, that jealousies, 
iniirinnrs, anti dieeonlt nt- i nen use and multiply tUrouj^hont 
dienatimi: tfiat tin- pco|»le are under terrible apprehensions 
ilial tile law is pir\erlt‘d, the juries are deprived of their 
4<.rislifulional powers, that the courts of justice are not sound 
and untainted ; in a woni, that the judges have, like a dozen 
of nuMistrous l^iUi|.;oniaii o'lants, either swallowed, or are L^omo 
to swallow up both law and <»ospel. And how do they prove 
the tnitii (>f these alK j<ations ? the manner is pleasant cnou;»h. 
Tln*y refer us to their own h' ellous remonstrances, and to 
those infamous lampoons and satirr^j, which they have taken 
care to write and cirenlate. They modestly substitute them- 
selves m the place of the nation, and call their ow n complaints 
the i;rie\anre,s of England. Their nuaning is plain enough, 
and understand perfectly lu»w all thcii grievances might be 
ri.dit-sid. I or iny [»art 1 am not disposed to take the voice 
of a me, r able I act ion for the voice of my country. Were the 
people r-. sliy di-sai isfied, [ should be glad to knowhow' I am 
to ascertain the reality ot that tlissatisfaclion I must freely 
ronfesj., tiiat 1 know no other way but that of consulting this 
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yet explained to the world, why ho aceopteJ ol' a 
\crdict, which the courl afterwards ?et aside 

Hcrt’ tlir prc>j)Ii‘ arr iTprf^rrjlci!, .iml lun- tin ii 
voice e*xj)rcssc<L Tlit n- i*. iw> ollnr i-nlcrioii Imt tlic inujorii^ 
a.-‘Senil)iy, l»y uluch m •.* (mii jiid^i* df tlu‘ir sciUiiut nts. 
1'his mail. 111 ortlcr (<j ;m-uc" om- purpoM-. ami iliai man. 
m Older 1o aiK-^wcr aiiotlicr, amIIIiII you tliat a i;ii)cralcry 
has ahroaii aL,:i;Mst ctiiam mt n and mcasiin s, hut will 

\oiih(‘ M) crvdiiloiK .r fo (akc Inm noon Iik aonl, ulicn \oii 
eTiii (“fi.-ily }Hmtrai‘- Ih-. mtt n -‘ imI mow- .uhI fiiiil him the 
orij^mal and mi.i- ,* n(‘ all ihc chinmn ' I can easily 

trace th(* aiitJ.t da i*\ rai-cd ai;ani i tin' jud^^cs ; aial 1 
would point ihrm fait, tt.u'' »ot ili- \ , a u» II as iht ir s( 1|\ h < mK 
Ixvn aln'iifly tApo^cd m alt 'kti'’ lirtoi mit v . W hy then, 
^lKmld wchtsitatc to put a m^ai..; opi u a ‘pi ie winch 

.sprunjr from Mich a low source ^ tiom dirt ii f m , and («• 
dirt Ut It return. As to myscll’, J ct*rtiunly w ill .n t c»n 
lU'Ncr aekiiowlcdire (or tlu voict oi' the nalioii, wJi.it iji»i 
fcluxd hy ihcinajoniy of ih< house: .md 1 do not (ind that 
the majority of ii> i nti'rlam any susp, cions, ijuk I) Ic-ss icrrildc' 
dp])rclu n-ioii.s, of tlic jud;;is, iliontih, d tlu re w err aii\ )Ust 
foundaiion for complaint, w<-imisi certainly lia\e ht f u b-diei 
mformed of it than the ]uoj)Ic. 

Indeed if the aclo|)tion of this ciKjmry would answer any 
l^ood purpose, 1 should not Im'.sihIi.i Mohnt oppo^r, <*on- 
vinced as I am that the judii'cs are hlaiiuless. lint I am fully 
persuaded, that would not he die tase. Tor as J lia\e shewn, 
it wonld he an attempt to i\mo\e iliscontents wJiudi do not 
exist hut amon^ those whi» ha\e generated, fostered, anrl 
reared them up to tie ir present maomliide, and would not, 
then fore, be satisfied, thoiiy;h Justice, dinuoli Aslrcii hcrsilf, 
should descend naked from heaven to exculpate our judi^^c s. 
And what is more, it would, on then* own pniicijilt s, jirove 
fruitless and migatory, even if we suppose lhc]aoplc to be 
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as illegal, and which, as it took no notice of 
the innuendoes^ did not even correspond with 

really cliM'onttnted. Ff)r Avliat lia\e they lK‘cn doiii^ lor 
these two last years, hut eonstaiitl)' in our cars thr 

contempt in whicli we are held hy the ? have they 

not made these walls echo with thc‘ terms of reproach*, which 
they alledt;ed were cast ui)on ns hy men of every degree, hy 
high and low, rich and poor, learned and unlearned ? were 
we not, and are we not still, according to their account, held 
in universal iletcstation and ahhorrence .? does not the whole 
empire, from one end to the other, reckon us equally weak 
and wicked ^ m a word, arci we not become an abomination 
in the land? such is the language of the minority. How can 
they» with a seruais face, desire us to undertake this enc|uiry, 
in order to satisfy tin pi oplt ^ the people, if their lonncr 
assert ions are to be c redited, w ill reccne no goo^j at our hands. 
"Filey will regard wliat we say no more than a knot of conee- 
house politicians. Wc are too ridiculous as well as odious, to 
do any thing that will appear gracious in their eyes. Wliat is 
the conclusion to he draviii^ let un satisfy ourselves. Let u> 
act aci’ording to the dictates of honour and con-ciericc, and be 
at peace with oiir own minds. It is thus tliat we .'^liall sooner 
or later regain the confidcnee of our constituents, if we have 
Io.st it^ and not by humouring, as .uolish nurses luunour gn at 
lubberly boys, tlie* wayward whims A’ a misled multitude. 
The characteristic of this house, .should be a firm and manly 
steadiness, an unshaken perseverance in the jiursuit of great 
and noble plans of general utility, and not a wavering mcon- 
§tant Fuetualion of counsels regiilited by tlie shifting of the 
jiopular bree/e. If we are not to judge for ourselves, but to 
be ever .it I lie (‘omniand of the vulgar, and their capricious 
shouts and iiisM s, 1 cannot see what ad\anlage the nation can 
reap from a representative bod}, which they might not have 
reaped from a tumiiiiuous assembly of themselves, collected 
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liis own charge. If he had known his duty he 
sliould liave sent the jiu'y back. — 1 .speak ad- 

at raiiJoin on Sali^bnry Plain or l^niiiingnu c.lc. And il ia 
very well know'ji, that such an irrt;;nlar ami riotous crowd 
arc hut very ill (lualihed to judi^c truly of their oun iiiUrcst, 
or to jmiMie it, even when they loriii a nij^ht juds^ineiil. 
They arc but \er^ unsteady j^uardiaiiN oC liberty and j)r(>perty- 
Do you want proofs? consult the llia^hd) history, and you 
will find thcni in vwiy pa^i/' 

Mr. Biirke^ in answi r to Mr. .inrl in support ol t!)c 
motion, spoke as follows : - 

The .suhjoet of our ))restnt debate, is in niy opinion, a 
matter of a very serious and important iialnre j and it is not 
therefore to be dismissed witlumt mature ileliheration. The 
honourable gentleman ^^ho mtroduceil it, boldly arraigns 
the general eonduet of our I’oiirts of justier ; and the g' nlle- 
nian who seconded him, as boldly arraigns the eomlnel of a 
particular judge. Either < barge .dioiild he alone sidneient to 
i\eite our elosest attention. What inflict ought then both in 
coiijiiiielion to produce ^ they ought to impel us, if not to m- 
qnny, ai ha.'^t to a imnnte and elahoratt discussion, lor what 
Ins the nioicr of the ipicstion arraigiutl r lu' has arraigncil 
the genci al })riiiriples of jurisprudence now adopted !*y <*iir 
judge.s, and has, in //is tuaj/, ])rovcd them not only unconstitu- 
iicHiai, hilt illegal. IJc lia.s laid before you two In ads of acc u- 
sation, two points, in which he conceives the judge-s have nut 
clone tlicir duty. Thc*sc two juanls arc a n/k of law and a 
rule of evidence authorised, as he assert--, nc*ither by precedent 
nor by the spirit of liberty. Fir&l he tells you that judges act 
illegally and unconstitutionally, in dirt rting juntas not to take 
cognizance* of the malice or muoccnc'e of a culjirit’s intention 
111 cases of libels; and secondly he tells you, that in cases ol 
libels, they act ilk*gally and Muconslitiitionally in accpiaiiiting 
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visedly, and am well assured that no lawyer 
of' character, in Westniinster-hall, will contra- 

the jury that the law infers miilt from tiu yn/fiVf/./rtricevulciicc ; 
H pn-ition by whieli masters bec.ome, even in cn nil rial ca^o, vi'- 
sponsible for tlie ('niiiln t ot* thi ir M rvants. 

'I'lie^e are the ilucinnes uhich he arraij^ris anJ ulneli arc. 
now in issue betbrt yon. He asM rls that they are not sane. Moil- 
ed hy ju( eidenl- Jhit litre Ills readies; seems not to liavc heen 
snrtieu ntly extensiv<‘. 'I'liere aie preeedents, and thost too, I 
fi ar, of too iiiiieli \\ei^ht and authority- You have' he ard 
Lord (’hief .lustin Ka}Uiond\ words cjiioleth and iiothiiiii' ( an 
be more exph.eit, than lbe\ are iii favour of these doetniies. 
What! you will say e.m tlu'^e be the doetrmes of Lord Ha\~ 
inoud, and yt t U' imkh<»w n to the* learnid serjeaul ^ Why it 

imp(*-sibl< . A euM.- so nnieh m point eould never escape his 
iiidustiy and harnni^. and to vender tile thiii^ eertaiii, Ik* 
five's the assertion a ilal eonlradielion. Jiiit I sa) th.it it is i ltd 
only' p(»s^ihl(' and juohahle^ hni rertain ; and kt me tell you, 
^hat the way to oveiduiii the credit of mavc* and uiinersall}!' 
esttenu'd hisloiunis, is not to i;ivt' them a flat eonlradielion- 
The most positive assev(UMtions of a modern ^o for notliiii”', 
when they are uiisupporletl by the eonlradielory tt'stimony of 
some aiieieiit tontemporary author. Was this htre-y’ then 
adupltd an aHicie <*f faith, hy iLiyniond r ^'e^, .sir, it was ; 
tIu' faet is loo eltar, too well known, to hear disjiule. JSor 
was it an innovation mlrodi.eed hy that ^reat judj»(‘. No; he* 
rereived it as a k|;ary from still <;ixater jiul^as, and amoni;- the 
rest, from the vti’y- hiilwark <d' the rtvolntion, Lorti Holt. 

Tint wh.it though tins opinion has hecii sanetioned hy a senes 
of prec id( nis; what thos.'^li it lia.s heen embraced hy men as 
do('p skilled ni law and easuisvry as remarkable for mflexihle 
patriotism ; have noi die p'eatest lawyers, the profouiidest 
casuists, and the <taiiii( best patiiots erred ? Why then -dioiild 
the jiid^'-cs be iliouglit exerujilcd froin the roiniiioii lot of 

humanity ' 
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diet me. To show the falsehood of Lord 
MamfickCs doctrine, it is not necessary to enter 

humanity r Why "-hoiiltl th»‘y ht- inlallihlc more 

than otlier inorlak ^ h(lii\e iikv, (lie wisdom of the whole 
nalnm can m-c rartlier ti)<iii (he s;n>e> i>r \\'esinnn-(er Hall. In 
a con titnlional point, like thi<. the f t)neeti\ e kno\\ le(Ii;e and 
penetration of llie ])ei>ple at lari** an‘ inon !«> he ch pa nded on 
than the ht»asted di^ei rnment of all t!ie har. The reason is 
clear. 'I’lieir eyt'.-^ are not d.»//h d hy the j»ro>peet <»f.in oppo- 
siti‘ inten'st. 'I he crow n ini'- in* lure sutlien nllv ttinplin^ to 
}7iake them firj^rt tiiniiMhe> and tiu ^tntial «;oikI. 

\A'hy tlien sluuild not we on thi^ oeea-'itaij hsien to their 
voiee, as it i.s heard ‘idrieieiilly loiul :m»l th'^lniet ^ heeause, for* 
'■oolh, they ha\etio r<»uv ! heean.M* tluir st ntinn nts are only to 
he <^atlicre<l flout (he <Uternnnatioiis ol‘ tlte majority of thie» 
IloU'-e ! Ik cause alUr a i;en( ral t ketioii is elost d, they have no 
Uf'ul existciK'e, and have there ftau* no oilier month hiit that of 
their rejiresenlatives ' St raii^e doctrine ! W’hai tiun i''hee<)nu‘of 

]Ktilioniii^ ? Aretiu y out k ^'ally mtit led to that ri^hl ^ Von 
eaniKjt <l<n\ it without deiivni” llu* aniliont} of the I5il! of 
i^inht". Hew then ean \on |‘ret(inl that lhe\ have no l( '^al 
\oi‘ e, hilt lliat of their reprtvenlatives ? liny liavi' hotlt u nal 
And .1 let;al v<»Ke, and lay have uttered that voice. (’oii>ult 
the {>f iJh (f the third. In that /leiforni- 

ance, winch wtll he an i \( rlastiii;^ monnmdil of the folly, in- 
«;apa(Mty, and [aiiiicions politic" of oiir iati* and pre^i nt ininis- 
Iffs, you Wiil find it «U i».ori4rale<h that the majority of 
Eiii»lisliincn havi pentioned the Knr^, and ha\e conscipu ntly 
expressed tlii'ir own sintinuiits hy tln irown month, wiihont 
the mtcrvcnlion of their dcpnhcs. l^y what rule then does the 
majunly of this Hou-c sipiarc its eonde.et, win nit in 

direct opposition to tlic majority of the pcopk ? hy that rnii’ of 
antlimctic, winch hy its ainn^lily fiat, overt Lirncd the law's 
of nature, decreed 2V6 to he greater than IJ 4(>, gavt us 
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into the merits of the paper whicli produced 
the trial. If every line of it were treason, his 

Colonel Luttrell for John Wilkes, a cr.ekoo in ii iimgpy’s ne.st 
to suck its eggs. 

That lliere>lionl<l he foiiml g< iil]emen, wlio woiJ'i annihilate 
the people, and acknowledge no other voice hut that tlii> 
Hou>e, is to me not at all siirprihing! heeausc the conduct of 
the ino>t violent sti<*klers for this doetnne, 1ih.s not desened 
iniieli applause or fa\our from them. But that they should 
have renounced reason and common sense, so far as to maintain 
that the majority of tins assenihly is the only opgan, hy v\liieh 
their sentiments can he expresseul, is to me truly surjirising : 
lor where m the name of wonder, should the House acejuin 
the necessary knowledge or niLelligeiiee } is jt hy turning ovei 
tlicse rnusty vuhunes, or hy ruimnaging the.se gaudy boxes 
which he on your table r lui; tliey eontam none of ibe-i mys- 
teries. How then are they to he cxploretl Is there an\ virUu. 
or iiispi ration in these benches or eusjiioiis, by which they art 
eommiinicatcd ? or does the echo of these vialls whis|>f'r the 
secret in your cars } IS'o ; but the echo of every other v^all, 
the murmur of every stream, the sliouN, ay, ami the hoots 
and hi.sses of e\ery street in the nation ring it in your ears, and 
deafen you VM ill tlu'ir din. Dcafcij you tlitl 1 sav alas! you 
were deaf before, or rather deatl, els ! you \vt>uld have heard ; 
for their voice is loud enough to viaken diiiO't the dead. J or 
diame, gentlemen, let us hear no more such vieak n asouiiigs 
and sophistical refinements, Farfroin producing conviction, they 
cannot e\en extort a smile, except peradveniure at the author, 
who n‘^. iu\»Us a hunter, that would catch an clejihant in toils 
inadi* of ciibwi h. The people have a voice of their own, and 
it must, nay :t will he .sfKnu^r oi later heard ; and I, as in duty 
bound. Will always exut every nerve, and every power, of 
which I am master, to hasten the eornpletion of fco desirable 
an event My reverence for the judges, against whom the 
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charge to the jury would still be fube, absurd, 
illegal, and unconstitutional. If I s-tated the 

popular cry is now so loiul, will not deter me; beraune I 
know all judi^r® are hut men. Kot only former jud"e>, but 
juries bav(* erred. Why not the present } Yes, sir, juries ha\e 
erred, and they may err ai^ain. W'lirn they do, J .shall be a.s 
reidy to eii([uire into their coinlnet as 1 am now into that of 
the jndti^cs. Oentlciricn may talk of their i^reat ri‘spert for 
juries, and their readiness to ac(|uies(!t* in their dc terininalions ; 
but I am not dispost-d to be so complai.saiit, J will make no man 
nor any set of men a coinpliment of the eoiistitntion. It is too 
valuable an inb(!ritanee to he so h;;ht!y relin(|iiisued. When 
the aelions of juries are praiseworthy, h t them l>e applauded ; 
whi n they arc criminal, let them be punished Popularity 
should not be bought at so hij^li a jinec. J’or my own part let 
t!ie malicious and the un^<*nerous say wdiat they will, 1 am a 
l>lind follow^er of no man, nor a bond slave to any party. 1 
lia\e always acted acconliiii;' to the best inlbrmation of my 
lud^ment, and the clear dict.ih's of my conseience. On this 
t»ecasion 1 solemnly jirotcst bf lore Ood, that I entertain no 
personal enmity against any man, nor have 1 any interested 
'rhemes to promote. iNIy sole objeet in sup])oi tinj 4 the propo.sed 
enquiry is the jmbhe welfare and the ai ijmttal of the jndt^cs, 
for 1 am satisfied that an accjuittal w ill be the coiL^equence. In 
acting thus I think myself their best friend ; In eau.se no other 
plan will dear their diara<*ter. Till this ^tep is taken, in vain do 
they pretend to superior saiietily ; in Vdiii do some gentlemen 
ti'cad their halls as holy round, or reverence iheir courts as 
the temples of the divinity. I'o the peojile they appear the tem- 
ples of idols, and I'ulse oracles, or rather as th»i dweliiiif^s of 
truth and justice, converted into dens of thieves and robbers. 
For what j^reatcr robbers can there he, than those who rob 
men of their law's and liberties ^ No man has a peater i die- 
ration than 1 have for tiie doctors of the law^ ; and it is Ibr that 
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merits of my letter to fhe King, I should imitate 

Lord Mansfield, and'^ rnAA'EL odt of the 

reason (lial I would thus ronder their I'liaraciers pure and un- 
sullu'd driviu Bui M any ut _\<»u protonii that 

this ]s at jiiociil the cast* ^ arr no? titcir loin pics ? ha*! 

not jiujjiitiuij e ntt rodllit in, aiKl jx nolralrd into the holy oriiolios? 
j\ro not llu; priests snspiaMod of hcmi;- no better than thoje 
of Hell and the DraLfon, nr rather of hiinj^ worse than those of 
Haal ? and lia> not therefore the hie of tlu' ])eople’s wrath 
aliiiost consumed tlu in r The hj^htinni^ has pu rred the sanc- 
tuary, and rent die \id oi“ liu ir temple from the to]) e\(n to 
the bottom. Noihiim is whole, notlunjj^ is sound. The ten 
tables of the law' are shat ter<‘d and sjdmtered. The ark of the 
covenant is lo^, anil passed into the hands of the imeirenrn- 
cised, Hoth the\ and \e ar«‘ beeonu' an abomination unto 
(he Iionl. In order tow.idi away your sms, hd Mo^Cs and 
the ])roj)lieH. a-eind Aloimt Smai, and brm^'- us down the 
second table of the law in thundir and h^htiiin^s; ibr in 
thunder and li^htiiiiu^s the constitution was first, and must 
iiow' be esliibh-hetl. fat llu* judges mount up to the source 
of pr» cedi nl- and decision^, aiul trace the huv clear and un- 
])ollul< <! altui”' the stream of time*, and the silent lapse of 
ytars. l.‘*i ihem inan’h m pn»ce'-sjon to this house, ushered 
m hy a lon^ tiam uf precedents and (»pinions, and lay them 
all in a hiiiidie in the middle of the ro« *n. Then, and not till 
tlu 11, will ilu*y siaiid pisiifK-d. Then, and not till then, will 
\<iu stand justified. In vam do you trust to the virtue of that 
finnd 'j;own, i>r to tlu; mauie of that hauhle, as Cromwell 
truly eii''id ii. Thej confer neither real power, nor, what is 
ofuii its paitiit,.! fair character. These desirahic possessions 
are acrpiintl by an ii]»n^h! conduct, and the confidence of the 
people.^' ei>ii. 

* The ibllouni" ipioiation from a sjuicli delivered hy Lord 
Chatham on rlu' ckvenlli of Decemher. 1/70, is taken with 
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RECORD, fnien lam and reason speak plainly, 
we do not want authority to direct our under- 
standings. Yet, tor the lionour ot‘ the pro- 
fession, I am content to o])j)ose one lawyer to 

t'xartness. Tho rcador will find it <'uri<nis in aiul very 

fit to he inserted lien*. Lords, the verdKt, in 

Woodfairs trial, ^vas of punlitt^z anti publt-^fiini^ oniy ; 

upon vvineli two inolioiis were made in eoiirt ; — one, in arrest 
of jiidji;inent, hy llie ilelendant’.s eoniisel, jir<>in*dc'd upon the 
amhii>iiity of the verdict ; -tlie otlu r, hy the eotinsel ior the 
crown, fora nileiijion the dcfend.inl, to -leu eame, why the 
verdict should not he i riterei 1 ii|> a.ceordni'^,’ lu the htio/ import 
of the w tiids. On both motions, a rnli' was ^^raiitcd, and soon 
after the matt* r was arijued Indore the *:onrt of lvint;*s Btneli. 
'riie nohle jndi^e, when he dt hvered tlie opmum of the eonrt 
upon tilt* verdiet, went regularly through the whole ol‘ the 
proeecdiiigs at a.s well iJie * videmv that had hem 

iiiven, a.s In.sowai c liaige to the jiirv, d'hi.s ]n‘oe*><*dmg would 
have he< u very proper, had a mouoii lieea made ofcillier side 
fur a now trial, hceau^.- tiiher a verdiel given emilrary to cvi* 
tLnee, or an improper eliarg** hy tin* jiiilge at Pans, js 

iield tube a suHicient ground lor gTanling a new Inal, Uut 
when a motj*)n is made in arrest of judgnu nl, or lor establish- 
ing the verdiet.hy entering it up aeeordmgio the legal unpoit 
of the words, it must he on tliegrunnil of som* dung a])perning 
on the face of the rccoid; anti the eourt, m eoiisideniig whetiiei 
the verdict shall he tstahlidied or not, are so confined to tin 
record, that they cannot lake notice of any thinj; that docs not 
appear on the face of it ; m the legal phrase, thet^ cannot tniz.et 
out of the record. The noble judge did travel out of the record, 
and [ affirm that his discourse was irre^uiar, eilrajudiciai, and 
unprecedented, Ilis apparent motive, for doing what he knew 
to he wrong, was, that he might have an opportunity of telling 

the 
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another, especially when it happens tliat the 
King’s Attorney General has virtually disclaim- 
ed the doctrine by which the Cliiet' Justice meant 
to insure success lo the j)rosecution. The 

the piiblirei7/Y/y/^<//r /V///y, tiuit iht' other three judj^r^; concurred 
ill the doctrine laid down in his charge.'* author. 

I'lie opinion of the court licre referrtd to, was as follows; 
and W(‘ t;'ne Hawaii t \lia«»rdiiiary t/.'Vv not readily to he 
nu't with in the jwesent day. It s\.i^ delivered hy the Lord 
('hief Jnstiee Nov. 20, 1 /7<1. 

This matter conus on hefore tli(‘ court upon two rules, 
whieli lia\< liCf ii obtained; the one by tlic defendant's eonn- 
sel. to ‘«lay the enleniii** ii[) the interloeutory jndt>nitnt in this 
e.inve ; the oilier by tlu’ Attorney (ieneral, to tiller up the 
judj»nunt aeeordni^ to tlie leojal import of tln‘ verdict. In 
eonsidtiini*’ tbe.>t; rc^'*^, \\v art* naturally le*l to bi^m with the 
hwt, bi'causc the lad may deiidi* the former; and m doiiii* 
this, It \^ill he previously necessary to state a report ol' the 
trial, 'The d< lendant WtU tried for the prmlinn’ and j>ul>* 
lishing, in a pajuir called tiu* Public Advertiser, a libel se^iu d 
.Il nils; and in the iiiforiiiatioii the tenor of the libel was .sei 
forth, \v itii innuendoes, to e<»mplete the l>ianks. and with tin 
u-ual tpitlut-s. (1.) 'rile ih'si \Mtne?.s, Crowder, proved the 
buyinj^ of the paper, ulneli was produ».ed, and twelve other-, 
at the defendant's pimlino-liou-e, t)f his s -vant. ('2.) Ifarns 
pruv ed pa} meiils at the staiiip-ulhee, by the defendant, for the 
Public Adverti.ser, and that the duty lor the stamp upon this 
paper was ]jaid by llie defendant’s servaiit. (3.) Lee, Sir 
b»hn clerk, proved seveT.d payments to the de- 

fendant for adverti-emenls m tlie Public Advertiser, and pro ' 
ihiced bis reccipT ’ 'Hie proof upon the trial was clear, and 
nut controvert 'd by tfu dt tendant’s counsel, who called no 
w ilncN'CS. r.hey re-ted llu ir defence in ohjecUng to some of 

the 
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opinion of the plaintiff’s counsel, (however it 
may be otherwise insi^uificatit) is weighty in 
the scale of the defendant. — Mtj Lord Chief 
Justice De Gret/, who filed the information ex 
officio, is directly with me. If he had concurred 
in Lord Manfficld’s doefrine, tiu' trial must have 

ific ])n< prifinpaljy apiilkil ilu- piry toroiniiice 

tluiii, that tht* [nipt r wa^ iiinDrfnt, aiul that -^onu' of the tpi- 
tliots 111 till' inloriikitioi,, (ii(| no* appi\ to tlio iiitontion ol the 
cletiiulant. Xo l.ui, in (m-c tlio p ipi r hr miiori nl, eaii make 
tlu piihiiriiiioii a o{ i^uih ; aiul it thr )nr\ fit ill it so, 

th( ilrtnidant may haM acl\anlai»'( oi‘ in iimort'iirc hy arrest 
nt juili;nieni m this court , liui ihat is not an\ qiustKin here. 
Xor is this a case, like some of thoM\ whi re a puliliealion of a 
papi r may l»< justilicil, from j arliciilai cuciimstatices. 1 ili- 
nctril ihi jury, that it‘ they ])elic\e(l the iiiMiemloes, as to per- 
son-: anil t[uui;s, to have hem properly^ tilliil up m Ihi' infor- 
mation, and to hi' the tnu* iiie.inini; of (he paper, and if tlicy 
t;a\« endil to tlie uitnesM-,, tiny imist jhid the defrndanl 
. iiiiiy ; foi, if they heheicd them, tin ri‘ is no donht but lliere 
e,.!'’ - itheient evideiU i' of tile drfmdunt’s ])rintinL!; and publish- 
1^ It ihc piry vven obliged lo diiLrmme, whether the 
paper was m lav a hfis 1 ‘T no, or to jndj^e wht thi r it was 
ciimmal. or to wliai decree, or if tiny were to require jiroofs 
of a criminal intention, then Uiis ihn ctioii w as w ron^-. 1 told 
them, as J have always done before, that whether a lihel or not, 
was a mere qucjjtioii of law', arismo t,f record; and that 
all the ejMthets insetted in the mforinatiun, were also formal 
inference.'* of law'. A ‘general verdict of the jury, finds only 
what the law imj>hc» from tin tact. There is no necessary 
proof of* malice to be made; lor that is scarce possible to lie 
prixlnced. The law inqilics, from the fact of publication, a 
iTimmal intent. 'J'hc jury’ stayed out a long' while — many 

hours — 
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been a very short one. TIic tacts were either 
admitted by WoodfaWs coun.seI, or easily proved 
to the satisfaction of tlic jury. But Mr. De 
Grey, far from thinking he should acquit him- 
self of his duty by barely proving the facts, 
entered largely, and I confess not without 

hours- and at liiNt d<‘h\<wl in llicir verdict at my house (the 
ohjeetnm to iN heint^ out of the city iM iiii*' eured hy eoiiM^nt.) 
To liu‘ uMial (juc'stion of tlie ollit'tM', the forenwui anvwm^d in 
tlie.Mi words, Chiilty ot pnntini^ and |)nl)lishin^* only. The 
oiheer has entered up the words literally, \ntiiont so much as 
addiiii> the usual wortls of reference to connect the sense. .An 
aflidavit of one of the jurj^ has been attempted to be laid before 
the court by the defendant's counsel ; but \vc are all of ofiinion 
tlmt it cannot be re<’ei\ed. — Sucb aftidavit c an only be admit- 
ted in motion for a new trial, where there is a douht upon the 
words in which the verdict was deli\er<Ml, or upon the pidi'c's 
notes of tJie cvidimce : hut an atlidavit of a juryman c'annot he 
admitted TO C'xplain or assert, what he thoui»’lit, or mtc'iided, at 
the time of in the vcrdiet. The motion of the .Attorney 

General divides itself into two parts ; (I.) tin* first, to fill up 
the findiii:; of the jury, with the usual words of i cli nine, so 
as to connect the verdict wnli the infovmaLion. 'I’hc onii^sion 
of these words, we are of opinion, is a lc?ebmcal mistake of iln^ 
clerk, and may be now sup]ihed. (2.) Idle second head of 
argument, is to omit the word only in (he entry of the vc'rdict. 
This we are all of ojiinion cannot be duiie; the word • nly 
must stand m the verdict. INo reason can be orgiul for omit- 
ting tlie word only, but what gex's to p^ove that it adds nothing 
to the sense «»f the \ordieU If thcs word was omitted, the 
verdic t would then lie, guilty of printing and publishing, which 
is a genera! verdict ol guilty' for there is no other cdiarge in 
the information, but printing and publishing, and that alone 
7 the 
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ability, into the demerits of the paper, which 
he called a seditious libel. He dwelt but lightly 
upon those points, which, (according to Lord 
Mansfield) were the only matter of consideration 
to the jury. The criminal intent, the libellous 
matter, the pernicious tendency of the paper 

the jury had to enquire. In the case of the King and Wil- 
liams, for the North Briton, the jury found the defendant 
guilty of printing and publishing. The officer entered up the 
vealict guilty generally : the defendant received the sentence 
of this court, and no objection was taken by his counsel. 
Where there are more charges in an information tlfian one, the 
finding the defendant guilty of printing and publishing only, 
would be an acquittal of the other charges; but here the jury 
had nothing else to find. They found him guilty of printing 
and publishing only, which was all of which they were to find 
him guilty, being the only crime with which he was charged. 
We are all of opinion, that my direction to the jury is right, 
and according to law ; the positions contained in it never were 
doubted ; it never has been, nor is it now complained of, in 
this court. There clearly can be no judgment of acquittal, 
because the fact found by the jury is the only question they 
had to try. The single doubt that remains, is as to the mean- 
ing of the word onfy. It would be improper now to make a 
c}uestion of the law, aa I lay it down. In all the reports wliich 
I have made upon trials for libels, where my direction has 
been uniformly the same, the bar may remember the dead, 
and the living who are now absent, all to have concurred m 
agreeing, that it was law thus to direct the jury in matter of 
libel. Taking then the law to lie thus, the only question is, 
whether any meaning, which will aflecl the verdict, can be put 
upon the word only, as it stands upon this record. If tJie Jury 
meant to say, they did not find the paper a libel, or the intent 
VOL. I. O 



itself, were tlic topics on wliicli he principally 
insisted, and of which, lor more than an hour, 
he tortured his faculties to convince the jury. 
If he agreed in opinion with Lord Mamfiddf 
his discourse was iinj>crlinent, ridiculous, and 
unseasonable. But, understanding the law as 
I do, what he said was at least consistent and 
to the purpose. 

If any honest man shonhl still be inclined to 
leave the construction of libels to the court, I 
W’^oiild intreat him to consider what a tlreadlul 
complication ol‘ haiilsiiips he im()oses upon his 
I'eliow -subject — In the first place, the prosecu- 
tion commences by vi/onnnfion of an officer of 
tlie crown, not by the regular constitutional 
mode oi' inJkiment befoie a grand jury .—As the 

of Ihr (kfoiulimt to criminal lu publi.slmi^ it, »>r lliat tin y 
<li(l not firul the truth and ap})hcalion of the epithets in the ni* 
formation, all this wouhl have vitiated tho verdict; fiir it would 
have In en entering into mutters not before them. }hit if they 
meunl to say, that they did not find the meaning ])\it upon the 
innuendoes, we should enter up judgment of acc^uiUid; but this 
would IjT' contradielory to ibc forme;, part of their verdict. It 
IS impossible to say with certainty, whul they meant. Possibly 
they meant differciilly, and some of them might intend not to 
fiml the whole sense put upon the innuendoes. This would be 
the most favourable supposition fer the defendant, to which the 
Judges IV ill always Uan. But if a doubt arises on the import 
of the \erdict, the rourt should grant a vctiire facias, ih novo, 
which X? in tlnir power to do, when a verdict of acquittal ha^^ 
not been found for the deftndant,^^ edit. 
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tact is usually admitted, or in general can easily 
he proved, the office of the petty jur} is nuga- 
tory. — The court then judges of the nature and 
extent of the oftence, and determines ad arhi- 
triumy the qiumhon of the punishment, from a 
small fine to a heavy one, to repeated whipping, 
to pillory, and unlimited imprisonment. Cutting 
off ears and noses might still be inflicted by a 
resolute judge ; but I will he candid enough 
to supj)ose that penalties, so aj)j)arently shocking 
to Immanity, would not be hazarded in these 
times. — In all other criminal prosecutions, the 
jury decides upon the fact and the crime in one 
word, and the court pronounces a certain sen- 
tence, which is the sentence of the law, not of 
the judge. If* Lord J\fans/i(dd’s doctrine be re- 
ceived, the jury jnnst either find a verdict of 
acquittal, contrary to evidence, (which, I can 
conceive, might be done by very conscientious 
men, rather than trust a fellow-creature to Lord 
MamJiekLs mercy) or they must leave to the 
court two offices, never but in this instance 
united, of finding guilty, and awarding punish- 
ment. 

But, says this honest Lord Chief Justice, “ If 
the paper be not criminal, the defendant,” 
(though found guilty by bis peers) “ is in no 
danger, for be may move the court in arrest of 
judgment.” — True, my good Lord, but who 

D 2 
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is to determine upon the motion? — Is not the 
court still to decide, whether judgment shall be 
entered up or not ; and is not the defendant 
this way as eflTectually deprivcil of judgment by 
his peers, as il’ lie were tried in a court of civil 
law, or in the chambers of the inquisition ? It 
is you, my Lord, who then try the crime, not 
the jury. As to the probable effect of a mo- 
tion in arrest of judgment, I shall only observe, 
that no reasonable man would be so eager to 
possess himself of the invidious power of inflict- 
ing punishment, if he w'ere not predetermined 
to make use of it. 

Again; — We are told that judge and jury 
have a distinct office; — that the jury is to find 
the fact, and the judge to deliver the law. Dc 
Jure respondent judices^ de facto jurati. llie 
dictum is true, tliough not in the sense given to 
it by Lord Man.feld. The jury are undoubt- 
edly to determine the fact, that is, whether the 
defendant did or did not commit the crime 
charged against him. Tlie judge pronounces 
the sentence annexed by law to that fact so 
found ; and if, in the course of the trial, any 
question of law arises, both the council and the 
jury must, of necessity, apjreal to the judge, 
and leave it to his tlecision. An exception or 
plea in Am* may be allowed by the coimt; but, 
when issue is joined, and the jury have received 
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their charge, it is not possible, in the nature of 
things, for them to separate the law from the 
fact, unless they think proi)er to return a special 
verdict. 

It has also been alledged that, altliougb a. 
common jury are sufficient to determine a plain 
jnattcr of fact, they arc not qualified to conij)re- 
hend the meaning, or to judge of the tendency 
of a seditious libel. In answer to this objection, 
(which, if well founded, would prove nothing 
as to the strict right of returning a general ver- 
dict) 1 might safely deny the truth of the asser- 
tion. Englishmen of that rank, from which juries 
arc usually taken, are not so illiterate as, (to 
serve a particular purjjose) they are now re})re- 
sented. Or, admitting the fact, let a special 
jury be summoned in all cases of difficulty and 
importance, and tlic objection is remo\’ed. But 
tlie truth is, that if a paper, su})posed to be a 
libel upon government, be so obscurely worded, 
that twelve common men cannot possibly sec 
the seditious meaning and tendency of it, it is 
in effect no libel. It cannot inflame the minds 
of the people, nor alienate their affections from 
government; for they no more understand what 
it means, than if it were published in a language 
unknown to them. 

Upon the whole matter, it appears to my un- 
<lerstanding, clear beyond a doubt, that if, in 
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any future prosecution for a seditious libel, tlie 
jury should bring in a verdict of acquittal not 
warranted by the cndcnct', it will be owing to 
the false and absurd doctrines laid down by Loi d 
Mtois/idd. Disgusted at the odious artifices 
made use of by the Judge to mislead and per- 
plex them, guarded against his sophistry, and 
convinced of’ tlie falsehood of his assertions, 
they may perhaps determine to thwart his de- 
testable jnirpose, and defeat him at any rate, d'o 
him at least, they will do subsUnUkd justice . — 
Whereas, if the whole charge, laid in the infor- 
mation, be fairly and honestly submitted to the 
juj'v, there is no reason whatsoever to presume 
that tw'clve imm, upon their oaths, will not de- 
cide impartially between tiie King ajul the de- 
fentlant. TJie numerous instances, in our state- 
trials, of verdicts rccoveretl for the King, sufl 
ficiently refute the false and scandalous iinputa- 
tions thrown by the abettors of Lo7'd Muujield 
upon the integrity of juries. — But even admitting 
the supposition tliat, in times of universal dis- 
content, arising from tlic notorious maladminis- 
tration of public affairs, a seditious writer should 
escape punishment, it mates nothing against my 
general argument. If juries are fallible, to what 
other tribunal shall we appeal i* — If juries cannot 
safely be trusted, shall we unite the offices of 
judge aiul jury, so wisely divided by the con- 



stitution, and tnist implicitly to Lord Mamfidd? 
— Arc the judges of the court of King’s Bench 
more hkcly to be unbiassed and impartial, than 
twelve yeomen, burgesses, or gentlemen taken 
indifferently from the county at large? — Or, in 
short, shall there be 710 decision, until we have 
instituted a tribunal, from which no possible 
abuse or inconvenience whatsoever can arise? 
— If I am not grossly mistaken, these (jucstions 
carrv a decisive answer alotig with fhenr. 

Having cleared thefrecilom of the press from 
a restraint, e(|ually uuuect'ssar\ and illegal, I 
return to the use which has been made of it in 
the present publication. 

National j eflections, 1 confess, arc not to be 
justified in theory, nor upon any general princi- 
ples. To knowhow well they are deserved, and 
Jiow’ justly they have been aj)plie<l, we must have 
the evidence of tacts before us. We must be 

The are MMUrisivc, and IIk* f^eueral tram ot'ica- 

'-oiiinp; here advanced clear and convincing, llial the point 
has l^een ever since >ctllediipon the authority ot’coinnioii seiiic, 
in the ree{ni£(s and understand ini»’ of every man, whether pro- 
fcv-^ioTidl or iinproft-'.^ioiial. And all I hat remained to he done 
was an interference’ of the l< {xcslaliire to prevent a n i ival of the 
rjucstioii hy any future judi^c upon any future case whatsoever; 
abusnHss patriotically undertHken by a statesman whose name 
will ever be connected witli {genuine patriotism, the la(t; Mr. 
Fox, wIh» in J 791 inlroduced a bill into parlinmcut for this pur- 
pose, and m 1792 succeeded in carrying it through both hon^'e^ 
See furl her on this subje’ct note lo Jcmus, Letter xi.j. i mr. 
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conversant with the Scots in private life, and 
obser\’e their principles of acting to us, and to 
each other; — the characteristic prudence, the 
selfish nationality, the indefatigable smile, the 
persevering assiduity, die everlasting profession 
of a discreet and moderate resentment. — If die 
instance were not too important for an experi- 
ment, it might not be amiss to confide a little 
in their integrity. — -Without any abstract rea- 
soning upon causes and effects, we shall soon 
be convinced by experience, that the Scots, trans- 
planted from their own country, are always a 
distinct and separate body from the people who 
receive them. Tn other settlements, they only 
love themselves ; — in England, they cordially love 
thcm.selves, and as cordially hate their neigh- 
bours. For the remainder of their good quali- 
ties, I must appeal to the reader’s observation, 
unless he will accept of my Lord Barrington's 
authority. In a letter to the late J^ord Mel~ 
combe, published by Mr. Lee, he expresses him- 
self with a truth and accuracy not very common 
in his lordship’s lucubrations.— “ And Cock- 
burne, like most of his countrymen, is as abject 
to those above liim, as he is insolent to those 
below him*.” — I am far horn meaning to im- 
peach the articles of the Union. If the true 

* See the same pas-sage quoted in Mieccllancous Letters, No. 

CXI. EDIT. 
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spirit of those articles were religiously adhered 
to, we should not see such a multitude of Scotch 
commoners in the lower house, as representatives 
of English boroughs, while not a single Scotch 
borough is ever represented by an Englishman. 
We should not sec English peerages given to 
Scotch ladies, or to the elder sons of Scotch 
peers, and the number of sixteen doubled and 
trebled by a scandalous c\ asion of the Act of 
Union. — If it should ever l)e tliought advisable 
to dissolve an act, the A'iolation or obser\’ance 
of which is invariably directed by the advantage 
and interest of the Scots^ I shall say very sin- 
cerely with Sir Edward Coke, * “ When poor 
England stood alone, and had not the access 
of another kingdom, and yet had more and 
as potent enemies as it now hath, yet the King 
of England prevailed.” 

Some opinion may now be expected from me, 
upon a point ot‘ equal delicacy to the writer, and 
hazard to the printer. When the character of 
the chief magistrate is in question, more must 
be understood, than may safely be expressed. 
If it be really a part of our constitution, and not 
a mere dictum of the law, that the King can do no 
tcrongf it is not the only instance, in the wisest 
of human institutions, where theory is at vari- 

* Parliamentary History, 7. V. p. 400. 
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ancc with practice. — That the sovereign of this 
country is not amenable to any form of trial, 
known to the laws, is unquestionable. But ex- 
emption from punishment is a singular privilege 
annexed to the royal character, and no way ex- 
cludes < he j)os.sibility of deserving it. How long, 
and to what extent a King of England may be 
protected by the forms, when he violates the 
spirit of the constitution, deser^'es to be consi- 
dered. A mistake in this matter proved fatal to 
Charles and his son. — Kor my own part, far from 
thinking that the King can do no wrong, far 
front suftbring myself to be deterred or imposed 
upon by the language of forms, in opposition to 
the substantial evidence of truth, if it were my 
misfortune to live inider the inauspicious reign 
of a prince, whose whole life was employed in 
one base, contemptible struggle with the free 
spirit of his people, or in the detestable endea- 
vour to corrupt their moral principles, I would 
not scru})le to declare to him, — “ Sir, You alone 
are the author of the greatc'^t w'rong to your 
subjects and to yourself Instead of reigning 
in the hearts of your ])eople, ijistead of com- 
manding their lives and fortunes through the 
medium of their attections, nas not the strength 
of the crowi), whether influence or prerogative, 
been uniiorndy exerted, for eleven 3Tars to- 
gether, to support a narrow, fiitiful system of 
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l^overnment, which defeats itself, ai.u answers 
no one purpose of real power, profit, or per- 
sonal satisfaction to You? — With the "reatest 
una])propriated revenue of any prince in Eu- 
rope, have we not seen You reduced to such 
vile, and sordid distresses, as would have con- 
ducted any other man to a prison? — With a 
great military, and the greatest naval })Ower in 
the known world, have not foreign nations re- 
peatedly insulted You W'ith impimity ? — Is it 
not notorious that the vast re\'emies, extorted 
from the labour and industry of your subjeets, 
and given You to do honour to Yourself and to 
the nation, arc dissi|>atcd in corrupting their re- 
presentatives? — Are \'ou a [>rinee of the House 
of Hanover, and do You exclude all tlie lead- 
ing Whig families ironi your councils? — Do you 
profess to govern according to Law, and is it 
consistent with that profession, to impart your 
confidence and aflection to those men only, 
who, though now perhaps detached from the 
desperate cause of the Pretender, are marked in 
this country by an hereditary attachment to high 
and arbitrary jirinciples of government ? — Are 
you so infatuated as to take the sense of your 
people from the representation of ministers, or 
from the shouts of a mob, notoriously hired to 
surround your coach, or stationed at a theatre ? 
—And if You ai’e, in reality, that public Man, 
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that King, that Magistrate, which these ques- 
tions suppose You to be, is it any answer to 
your people, to say that, among your domestics 
You are good-humoured, — that to one lady you 
are fiiithful ; — tliat to your children You are in- 
dulgent ? — Sir, the man, who addresses You in 
these terms is your best friend. He would wil- 
lingly hazard his life in defence of your title to 
the crown; and, if jto'wcr be your object, w’^ould 
still shew You how possible it is for a King of 
England, by the noblest means, to be the most 
absolute prince in Europe. You have no ene- 
mies, Sir, but those, who persuade You to aim 
at power without right, and who think it flattery 
to tell You that the character of King dissolves 
the natural relation between guilt and punish- 
ment.” 

I cannot conceive that there is a heart so 
callous, or an understanding so depraved, as to 
attend to a discourse of this nature, and not to 
feel the force of it. Bet where is the man, 
among those 4vho have access to the closet, re- 
solute and honest enough to deliver it. The 
liberty of the press is our only I'csouree. It will 
command an audience when every honest man 
in the kingdom is excluded. This glorious pri- 
vilege may be a security to the King, as well as 
a resource to his people. Had there been no 
star-chamber, there would have been no rebel- 
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lion against Charles the First. The constant 
censure and admonition of the press would have 
corrected his conduct, prevented a civil war, 
and saved him from an ignominious death. — I 
am no triend to the doctrine of precedents ex- 
clusive of right, though lawyers often tell us, 
that whatever has been once done, may lawfully 
be done again. 

I shall conclude this preface with a quota- 
tion, applicable to the subject from a foreign 
writer*, whose essay on the English, constitu- 
tion I beg leave to recommend to the public, as 
a performance, deep, solid and ingenious. 

“ In short, whoever considers what it is, that 
constitutes the moving princi])le of what w'e 
call great affairs, and the invincible sensibility 
of man to the opinion of his fellow-creatures, 
will not hesitate to affirm that, if it were pos- 
sible for the liberty of the press to exist in a 
despotic government, and, (what is not less dif- 
ficult) for it to exist without changing the con- 
stitution, this liberty of the press would alone 
form a counterpoise to the power of the prince. 
If, for example, in an empire of the East, a 
sanctuary could be found, which, rendered re- 
spectable by the ancient religion of the people, 
might insure safety to those, who should bring 


Monsieur dc Loime, 



tliither their observations of any kind ; and 
that, from thence, printed pajicrs should issue, 
whicli, under a certain seal, might be equally 
respected ; and which, in tlicir daily appear- 
ance, should examine and freely discuss, tlie 
conduct of the Cadis, the Bashaws, ihe ViyAv, 
the Divan, and the Sultan himself, that would 
introduce immedialcly some degree of liberty.” 
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I.EITER 1. 

TO Tilt rRINTER OF THE PUBLll’ 4 1> V'F.ItTlS/.R . 

M K , 21 Junud 1 7 < * . 

Tilt submission ol'a I'ree people to the 
executive authority of govornmeut is no luoie 
than a compliance with laws, which tlicy tlienv 
selves have enacted. While the national honour 
is firmly maintained abroail, and while justice is 
impartially administered at home, tlie obedience 
of the subject will be voluntary, ebearl’ul, and I 
might almost say, unlimited. A generous nation 
is grateful even for the preservation of its rights, 
and wilhngly extends the respect due to tlie 
office of a good prince into an affection for his 
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person. Loyalty, in the heart and understand* 
ing of an Englishman, is a rational attachment 
to the guardian of the laws. Prejudices and 
passion have sometimes carried it to a criminal 
length ; and, whatever foreigners may imagine, 
we know tliat Englishmen have erred as much 
in a mistaken zeal for particular persons and 
families, as they ever did in defence of what 
they thouglit most dear and interesting to them- 
selves. 

It naturally fills us with resentment, to see 
such a temper insulted and abused. In reading 
the history of a free people, whose rights have 
been invaded, we arc interested in their cause. 
Our own feelings toll us bow long they ought 
to have submitted, and at what moment it would 
have been treachery to themselves not to haA C 
resisted. How much w^armer will be our resent- 
ment, if experience should bring the fatal ex- 
ample home to ourselves ! 

The situation of this country is alarming 
enough to rouse the attention of every man, who 
pretends to a concern for the public w'elfai’e. 
Appearances justify suspicion ; and, when the 
safety of a nation is at stake, suspicion is a just 
ground of enquiry. Let u^ enter into it with 
candour and decency. Respect is due to the 
station of ministers j and, if a resolution must 
at last be taken, there is none so likely to be 
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s>iipportcd with firmness, as that which lias been 
adopted with moderation. 

Tlie ruin or prosperity of a state depends so 
much upon the administration of its govern- 
ment, that, to be acqtiainled with the merit of 
a ministry, we need only observe the condition 
of the people*. If we see them obedient to the 
laws, pros])crous in their industry, united at 
home, and rcsjioctcd abroad, we may reason- 
ably presume that their alfairs are conducted by 
men of experience, abilities and virtue. If, on 
the contrary, we sec an universal spirit of dis- 
trust and dissatistaction, a rapid decay of trade, 
dissensions in all parts of the empire, and a 
total loss of res])ect in the eyes of foreign 
powers, we may pronounce, without hesitation, 
that the government of that country js weak, 

*■ 'file aiTiUi<;einciit of the ministry, at the juriotl in (jius- 
lion, wiis as follows: — Duke of (ininun, first lord of the 
tn asiiry ; l.ord North, eliancellor of the ( xchoqncr ; Lord 
Caimlfi), lord chaiicvllov; Lord Vi'-coimt Townrlunrl, lord 
hcntenaiit of Ireland; Earl Borhford, minister for tlie foreign 
♦h partnn iit ; Vi.scount Weymouth, (afterwards j\Tar(iuis of 
Bath), for the home department ; I^arl of Hilkslmrouj^h, (since 
Marquis of Downshirc), American minister; Earl Gower, 
lord president of the council ; Earl Bristol, lord privy seal ; 
Sir ]>Uv. Hawke, first lord of the admiralty ; Viscount Bar ■ 
rinj;lon, secretary at war; Maixpiis of Granby, master 
of the ordnance; Lord Howe, treasurer of the navy; Mr. 
J)i' Grey, (afterwards Lord Walsingliam), attorney-general ; 
and Mr. Dunning, sohcitor-gencTdl. eoit, 
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distracted, and corrupt. The multitude, in all 
countries, arc patient to a certain point. Ill- 
usage may rouse their indignation, and hurry 
them into excesses, but the original fault is in 
government. I^erhaps tJiere never was an in- 
stance of a change, in the circumsiances and 
temper of a whole nation, so sudden and extraor- 
dinary as that which the misconduct of ministers 
has, within these very few years, produced in 
Great Britain. Wlien our gracious sovereign as- 
cended the throne, we were a flourishing and a 
contented people. If the personal virtues of a 
king could have insured the happiness of his sub- 
jects, the scene could not have altered so entirely 
as it has done. The idea of uniting all parties, of 
trying all cluu acters, and of distributing the offi- 
ces of state by rotation, was gracious and benevo- 
lent to an extreme, though it has not yet pro- 
duced the many salutary eflects which were in- 
tended by it. To say nothing of the wisdom of 
such a plan, it undoubtedly arose from an un- 
bounded goodness of heart, in which folly had 
no share. It was not a capricious partiality to 
new faces ; — it was not a natural turn for low 
intrigue ; nor was it the treacherous amusement 
of double and triple negotiations. No, Sir, it 
arose from a continued anxiety, in the purest of 
all possible hearts, for tlie general welfare. Un- 
fortunately for us, the event has not been an- 
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swerablc to the design. After a rapid s uccession 
of changes, we are reduced to that state, which 
hardly any change can mend. Yet there is no ex- 
tremity of distre.ss, which of itself ought to re- 
duce a great nation to despair. It is not the 
disorder, but the [diysician ; — it is not a casual 
concurrence of calamitous circumstances, it i.s 
the pernicious hand ol‘ government, which alone 
can make a whole pcojilc desperate. 

Without much political sagacity, or any ex- 
traordinary depth of observation, we need only 
mark how the principal departments of the state 
arc bcstow'cd, and look no farther for tlie true 
cause of every mischief that befals us. 

The finances of a nation, sinking under its 
debts and cxpcnces, arc committed to a young 
nobleman already ruined by i)lay*. Introduced 
to act under the auspices of Lord Chatham, and 
left at the head of affairs by that nobleman’s re- 
treat, he became minister by accident ; but de- 
serting the principles and professions, which gave 

* Tlie Duke uf Grafton look the oHicc of St ci ctary of Slate, 
witli an cn^aj^eiiunl to .support the Marqubs of Rockingham's 
mhninistralion. He n\Niirne<l however in a little time, under 
pretence that he could not act without Lortl Chatham, nor bear 
to see Mr. Wilkes abandoned ; but that under Lord Chatham 
he would act in office. Tliis was the si^rnal of I.K)rd Rock- 
iiiL’liam's dLNniis.sion. When Lord Chatham came in, the 
Duke got [lohsession uf the Treasury. Reader, mark the con- 
sequence ! 
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him a moment’s popularity, we see him, from 
every honourable engagement to tlie public, aii 
apostate by design. As for business, the world 
yet knows nothing of his talents or resolution ; 
unless a M^ayward, wavering inconsistency be a 
mark of genius, and caprice a demonstration of 
spirit. It may be said pcihaps, that it is his 
Grace’s province, as surely it is his passion, 
rather to distribute than to save the public mo- 
ney, and that wliile Lord North is Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the First Lord of the Treasury 
may be as thoughtless and extravagant as he 
pleases. I bo])e however he will not rely too 
much on the fertility of Lord North’s genius for 
finance. His lordship is yet to give us the first 
proof of his abilities : It may be candid to sup- 
pose that he has hitherto voluntaj’ily concealed 
his talents ; intending perhaps to astonish the 
world, when we least expect it, with a know- 
ledge of trade, a choice of expedients, and a 
dej)th of resources equal to the necessities, and 
far beyond the hopes of his jountry. He must 
now exert the whole power of his capacity, if he 
would wish us to forget, that, since he has been 
in office, no plan has been formed, no system 
adhered to, nor any one important measure 
adopted fi>r the relief of public credit. If his 
plan for the service of the current year be not 
irrevocably fixed on, let me warn him to think 
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seriously of consequences before lii- venlures 
to increase the public debt Outraged and 
oppressed as we are, this nation will not 
bear, after a six years’ peace, to see new mil- 
bons borrowed, without an eventual diminu- 
tion of debt, or reduction of interest. The at- 
tempt might rouse a spirit of resentment, which 
might reach beyond the .sacrifice of a minister. 
As to the debt upon the civil list, the ])eople of 
England cxj)ect that it will not be paid without 
a .strict enquiry how it was incurred. If it must 
be paid by parliament, let me advise the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer to think of some better 
expedient than a lottery. To su])port an expen- 
sive war, or in circumstances of absolute neces- 
sity, a lottery may perhaps be allowable j but, 
besides that it is at all times the very worst way 
of raising money upon the people, I think it ill 
becomes the Royal dignity to have the debts 
of a King provided for, like the repairs of a 
country bridge, or a decayed hospit:il. The 
management of the King’s affairs in the House 
of Commons cannot be more disgraced tlian it 
has been. A leading minister repeatedly called 
down for absolute ignorance ; — ridiculous mo- 
tions ridiculously withdrawn deliberate plans 

* The public debt at the conclusion of the Peace in 1763, 
.imoiinted to .£148,377,018. edit. 
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disconcerted*, and a week’s preparation of grace- 
ful oratory lost in a moment, give us some, 
though not adequate idea of I.orcl North’s par- 
liamentary abilities and in/lucnec. Yet before 
he had the misfortune of being Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, he was neither an object of de- 
rision to his enemies, nor of melancholy pity to 
his friends. 

A series of inconsistent measures had alie- 
nated the colonies from their duty as subjects, 
aJid from their natural aflcction to their common 
country. When Mr. Grenville was placed at the 
head of’ the Treasury, he felt the impossibility of 
Great Britain’s supj)orting such an establishment 
as her fiunner successes had made indispensable, 
and at the same time of giving any sensihle re- 
lief to fiu'cign trade, and to the weight of the 
public debt. He thought it equitable that those 
parts of the empire, which had benefited most 
by the expenccs of the war, should contribute 
something to the cxpcnces of the peace, and he 
had no doubt of the constit tional right vested 
in parliament to raise that contribution. But, 
unfortunately for his country, Mr. Grenville was 
at any rate to be distressed because he was mi- 
nister, and Mr. Pittt and Lord Camden were 

* 'Dll', happen! frequently tn poor Lord North, 
t Yet JcNiu: lias been called the partizan of I.ord Chatham! 



to be the patrons of America, because tliey were 
in opposition. Their declarations gave spirit and 
argument to the colonics, and while perhaps 
they meant no more than the ruin of a minister, 
they in effect divided one half of tlie empire 
from the other. 

Under one administration the stamp act is 
made; under the second it is repealed; under 
the third, in spite of all exj)erierice, a new mode 
of taxing the colonics is invented, and a ques- 
tion revived, which ought to have been buried 
in oblivion. In these circumstances a new office 
is established lor the business of the plantations, 
anil the Earl of Hillsborough called forth, at a 
most critical season, to govern America *. The 
choice at least announced to us a man of su- 
perior caj)acity and knowledge. VV'^hethcr he be 
so or not, let his dispatches as far as they have 
appeared, let his measures as far as they have 
operated, determine for him. In the former we 

^ Upon the death of Queen Anne a third seciT lary^hip, 
anti'cedcntly unknown to the coiuslitution, wat. created, pro- 
to be for the siipenntendenec of Scotland, which ter- 
minated upon the cesi^ation of the rebellion. In 17GS, for the 
jiurpofC of findin;^ a post for the Karl of Hillsborough, the 
ofliee of third Seeretary Wds revived ; and Scotland having no 
peculiar demand for hib talents, he was denominated Secretary 
for America. For the rt>l see our author’s preceding It tter>, 
jiubscnbed Atticus and LUcius, in the Miscellaneous Collection. 
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have seen strong assertions without proof, de- 
clamation without argument, and violent cen- 
sures without dignity or moderation ; but neither 
correctness in the composition, nor judgment in 
the design. As for his measures, let it be re- 
jneinliercd, that he was called ujion lo conciliate 
and unite ; aud that, when he entered into uflicc, 
the most refractory of the colonies were still dis- 
posed to proceed by the constitutional methods 
of petition and remonstrance. Since that period 
they have been driven into excesses little short 
of rebellion. Petitions have been hindered from 
reaching the throne ; and the continuance of one 
of theprincipal assemblies rested uponan arbitrary 
condition*", which, considering the temper they 
were in, it was im])ossible they should comply 
with, and which would have availed nothing as 
to the general question, if it had been contplied 
with. 8o violent, and I believe I may call it so 
unconstitutional, an exertion of the prerogative, 
to say nothing of the weak, injiidicious terms in 
which it was conveyed, give's us as humble an 
opinion of his lordship’s capacity, as it does of 
his temper and moderation. While we arc at 
peace with other nations, oiu' military Ibi'ce may 
perhaps be spared to support the Earl of Plills- 
borough’s measures in America. Whenever 

Tliat tlw-y shoultl retract one of their resolutions, and erase 
the entry of it. 
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that force shall be necessarily withdrawn or di- 
minished, the dismission of such a uiinistcr will 
neither console us for liis imprudence, nor re- 
move the settled resentment of a people, who, 
complaining of an act of the legislature, are 
outraged by an unwarranUible stretch of ])rero- 
gativc, and, supporting tlieir claims by argu- 
ment, are insulted with declamation. 

Drawing lots woidd be a prudent and reason- 
able method of' a])pointing the officers of state, 
compared to a late ilisposition of the secretary’s 
office. Lord Rochford was accpiainted with the 
aflairs and temper of the southern courts; Lord 
Weymouth was orpially qualified for either de- 
partment*. By what unaccountable caprice has 
it haj)pencd, that the latter, who pretends to no 
experience whatsoever, is removed to the most 
imj)ortant of the two dej>artments, aiid the for- 
mer by preference placed in an office, where his 
experience can be of no use to him? Lord Wey- 
mouth had distinguished himself in his first em- 
ployment by a spirited, if not judicious conduct. 
He had animated the civil magistrate beyond the 
tone of civil authority, and had directed the ope- 
rations of the army to more than military exe- 

* It was pretended that the Earl of Rochford, wlnle ambas- 
sador in Erance, had quarrelled with the duke of Choiseuil, 
and that therefore he was appointed to the Northern depart- 
ment, out of compliment to the French minister. 
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cution. Recovered from the errors of his youth, 
from the distraction of play, and the bewitching 
smiles of Burgundy, behold him exerting the 
whole strength of his clear, unclouded faculties, 
in the service of the crown. It w'as not the heat 
of midnight excesses, nor ignorance of the laws, 
nor the furious spirit of the house of Bedford: 
No, Sir, when this respectable minister inter- 
posed his authority betw'cen the magistrate and 
the people, and signed the mandate, on which, 
for auglit he know, llic lives of thousands de- 
pended, he did it from the deliberate motion of 
his heart, supj)orted by the best of his judgment. 

It has lately been a Orshion to pay a compli- 
ment to the bravery and generosity of the Com- 
mander in Chief’*, at the expence of his under- 
standing. They who love him least make no 
question of his courage, while his friends dwell 
chiefly on the facility of his disposition. Ad- 
mitting him to be as brave as a total absence of 
all feeling and reflection can make him, let us 
see w’hat sort of merit he dcri es from the re- 
mainder of his character. If it be generosity to 
acc\unulate in his owm pei’son and family a num- 
ber of lucrative employments; to provide, at the 
public expence, for every creature that bears 
the name of Manners ; and, neglecting the merit 


^ The lafe T.nrd Granby, 
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and services of the rest of the anny, to heap 
promotions upon his favourites and ilepcndants, 
the present Commander in Chief is the most ge- 
nerous man alive. Nature lias been sparing of 
her gifts to this noble lord j but where birth and 
fortune are united, we expect the noble pride 
and independence of a man of spirit, not the 
servile, humiliating complaisance of a courtier. 
As to the goodness of his heart, if a proof of 
it be taken from the facility of never refusing, 
what conclusion shall we draw from the inde- 
cency of never perftn’iuing ? And if the ilisci- 
jiline of the army be in any degree preserved, 
what thanks arc due to a man, whose cares, no- 
toriously confined to filling up vacancies, have 
degraded the office of Commander in Chief to 
a broker of conmiissions! 

With resjiect to the navy, I shall only say, 
that this country is so highly indebted to Sir 
Edward Ilawkc, that no expence should be 
spared to secure to him an honourable and afflu- 
ent retreat. 

The pure and impartial administration of jus- 
tice is perhaps the firmest bonu to secure a chear- 
ful submission of the 2>eople, and to engage their 
affections to government. It is not sufficient that 
questions of private right and wrong are justly de- 
cided, nor that judges are superior to the vileness 
of pecuniary corruption. Jefferies himself, when 
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tlie court had no interest, was an upright judge. 
A court of justice may be subject to another 
sort of bias, more important and ))ernicious, as 
it reaches beyond the interest of individuals, and 
ahecls the whole community. A judge under 
the iudiicucc of government, may be honest 
enough in tlie decision of private causes, yet .1 
traitor to the public. When a victim is marked 
out by the ministry, this judge will offer himself 
to jjcrfbrm the sacrifice, lie will not scruple to 
prostitute his dignity, and betray the sanctity 
ot his oflice, whenever an arbitrary point is to 
be cariied for goverument, or the resentment 
of a court to be gratified. 

U'hese principles and proceedings, odious and 
contemptible as they are, in effect are no less 
injudicious. wise and generous people arc 

roused by every appearance of oppressive, un- 
constitutional measures, whether those measures 
are supported openly by the power of govern- 
ment, or masked imder the forms of a court of 
justice. I’ruilc'uce an<l self-preservation will 
oblige the most moderate dispositions to make 
common cause, even with a man whose conduct 
they censure, if they see him persecuted in a 
way, wliieh the real spirit of the laws will not 
justify*. The facts, on which these remarks 


Mr. Wil krs. Eorr. 
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are Ibumled, are too notorious to require an 
application. 

This, Sir, is the detail. In one view behold 
a nation overwhelmed with debt; her revenues 
wasted ; her trade declining ; the affections of 
her colonies alienated ; the duty of the magis- 
trate transferred to the soldiery ; a gallant army, 
M’hich never fought unwillingly but against their 
fellow subjects, mouldering away for want of the 
direction of a man of common abilities and sj)irit; 
and, in the last instance, the administration ol‘ 
justice become odious and suspected to the 
whole body of the people. This deplorable scene 
admits but of one addition — that we are govern- 
ed by counsels, from which a reasonable man 
can expect no remedy but poison, no relief but 
death. 

If, by the immediate interposition of Provi- 
dence, it were possible for us to escape a crisis 
so full of terror and despair, posterity will not 
believe the history of the present times. They 
will either conclude tliat our distresses were ima- 
ginary, or that we had the good fortune to be 
go\'erned by men of acknowledged integrity and 
wdsdom : they will not believe it possible that 
their ancestors could have survived, or recovered 
from so desperate a condition, while a Duke of 
Grafton was Prime Minister, a Lord North Clian* 
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cellor of the Exchequer, a Weymouth and a 
Hillsborough Secretaries of State, a Granby 
Commander in Chicfj and a Mansfield chief cri- 
minal judge of tlie kingdom. 

JUNIUS. 


l.ETTER 11. 

TO THE PRIXTEU 01’ THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 26 Janii/ny, 

The kingdom swarms with such num- 
bers of felonious robbers of private character and 
virtue, that no honest or good man is safe ; es- 
pecially as these cowardly, base assassins stab in 
the dark, without having the courage to sign 
their real names to their malevolent and wicked 
productions. A writer, who sigas himself Juxius, 
in the Public Advertiser of the 21st instant, 
opens the deplorable situation of this country in 
a very affecting manner; with a pompous parade 
of his candour aiul decency, he tells us, that 
we see dissensions in all jiarts v-f’ the empire, an 
universal sjiirit of distrust and dissatisfaction, 
and a total loss of respect towards us in the eyes 
of foreign powers. Hut this writer, with all his 
boasted candour, has not told us the real cause 
of tlie evds he so pathetically enumerates. I 
shall take the liberty to explain the cause for 



Jl’NIUS. 


him. Junius, and such writers as. himself, oc- 
casion all the mischief complained of, by falsely 
and maliciously traducing the best characters in 
the kingdom. For when our deluded people at 
home, and foreigners abroad, read the poisonous 
and inflammatory libels that are daily published 
with impunity, to vilify those who are any way 
distinguished by their good qualities and emi- 
nent virtues ; when they find no notice taken of, 
or reply given to these slanderous tongues and 
pens, tlieir conclusion is, that both the ministers 
and the nation have been fairly described ; and 
they act accordingly. I think it therefore the 
duty of every good citizen to stand forth, and 
endeavour to undeceive the public, when the 
vilest arts are made use of to defame and blacken 
the brightest characters among us. An eminent 
author affirms it to be almost as criminal to hear 
a worthy man traduced, without attempting his 
justification, as to be the author of the calumny 
against him. For my own part, I think it a sort 
of misprision of treason against society. No 
man therefore who knows Lord Granby, can 
possibly hear so good and groat a character 
most vilely abused, without a warm and just in- 
dignation against this Junius, this high-priest of 
envy, malice, and all uncharitableness, who has 
endeavoured to sacrifice our beloved commander 
in chief at the altars of his horrid deities. Nor 
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is the injury done to Iiis lordship alone, but to 
the wliole nation, wliicli mav too soon feel the 
contempt, and consccjucntly the attacks of our 
late enemies, if they can be induced to believe 
tliat the person on wJiom (he safety of these 
kingdoms so much depends, is unequal fo his 
high station, and destitute of tliose qualities 
whicli form a gootl genei'al. One would have 
thought that his lordship’s service in the cause 
of‘ his country, from the battle of (lulloden to 
his most glorious conclusion of the late w'ar, 
might have entitled him to common respect and 
decency at least ; but this uncandid, indecent 
writer has gone so tar as to turn one of the most 
amiable men of the age into a stupid, unfeeling, 
and senseless being; possessed indeed of a jier- 
sonal courage, but void of those essential quali- 
ties which distinguish the commander from the 
comnum soldier. 

A very long, uninterrupted, impartial, I 
will add, a most disinteresicd friendship with 
Lord Granby, gives me the right to affirm, that 
all Junius’s assertions are fidse and scandalous. 
Lord Granby’s courage, though of the brightest 
and niost ardent kind, is among the lowest of 
his numerous good qualities ; he was formed to 
excel in war by nature’s liberality to his mind as 
well as [)orson. Etlucateil and instructed by his 
uu)st noble father, and a most spirited as well 
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as excellent scholai-, the present bishop of Ban- 
gor*, he was trained to the nicest sense of Jio- 
nour, and to the truest and noblest sort of ])ride, 
that of never doing or suffering a mean action. 
A sincere love and attachment to his King and 
country, and to their glory, first im])elled him to 
tlie field, where he never gained aught but Jio- 
nour. lie imj)aired, through his bount}', his 
own fortune ; for his bounty, wliich this writer 
would in vain depreciate, is foinuled ujjon the 
noblest of tlie human afiections, it flows from a 
heart melting to goodness from the most refined 
humanity. Can a man, who is described as un- 
leeling, and void of reflection, be constantly 
employetl in seeking proper objects on whom to 
exercise those glorious virtues of comj)assion 
and generosity ? The distrensc'il olficer, the 
soldier, the widow, the oiphan, and a long list 
besides, know that vanity has no share in Isis 
fre(inent donations ; he gives, because he feels 
their distresses. Nor has he ever been rapacious \ 
with one hand to be bounlifid with the other; 
yet this uncandid Jcnu's would insinuate, that 
the dignity of the commander in chief is dc- 
jmived into the base oflice of a commission 
broker ; that is, I.ord (iranby bargains fbi’ the 
sale ol* commissions ; for it must have this 
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meaning, if it has any at all. But where is the 
man living w ho can justly charge his lordship 
with such mean practices ? AVhy does not 
Junius ])roduce him ? Jlnius knows that he 
has no other means of wounding this hero, than 
from some missile weapon, shot froui an obscure 
corner; He seeks, as all such defaniatorv 
writers do- 

sjjargerc voces 

In vuh>nm 

O CT 

to raise suspicion in the minds of the people. 
But I hope that my countrymen will be no 
longer imposed upon by artful and designing 
men, or by wretches, who, bankrupts in bu- 
siness, in fame, and in fortune, mean nothing 
more than to involve this country in the same 
common ruin with themselves. Hence it is, 
that they arc constantly aiming their dark and 
too often fatal weapons against those who stand 
forth as the bulwark of our national safety. 
Lord CJranby was too cous])icuous a mark not to 
be their object. He is next attacked f()r being 
uutaithhil to his promises and engagements : 
Where are Junius’s proofs? Altliough I could 
ui\e s(»ine instances, where a iircach of promise 
would 1)0 a virtue, especiady in the case of those 
who w ould pei vcrt tile open, unsuspecting mo- 
ments of convivial mirth, into sly, insidious 
applications for preierment, or party systems, 



JUNIUS. 


67 


aiKl Avould endeavour to surprise r- good man, 
who cannot bear to see any one leave him ilis- 
satisHed, into unguarded promises. Lord Gran- 
by’s attention to his own family and relations is 
called selfish. Had he not attended to them, 
when fiiir and just opportunities presented them- 
selves, I should have thought him unfeeling, 
and void of reflection imleed. How are any 
nuin’s friends or relations to he provided for, 
but from the influence and ))rotection of the 
patron ? It is unfair to s»i})posc that Lord 
Granby’s friends have not as much merit as the 
friends of any other great man : Ifhe is gene- 
rous at the public expence, as .Junius invidiously 
calls it, the public is at no more expence for 
his lordship’s friends, than it would be if any 
oilier set of' men posse.ssed those offices. The 
charge is ridiculous ! 

The last charge against Lord Granby is of 
a most serious and alarming nature indeed. 
Junius asserts, that the army is mouldering away 
fin’ want of the direction of a man of common 
abilities and spirit. Hie present condition of 
the army gives the directest lie to his assertions. 
It was never ujion a more respectable footing 
with regard to discipline, and all the essentials 
that, can form good soldiers. Lord Ligonier 
delivered a firm and noble palladium of' our safe- 
ties into Lord Granby’s liands, w’ho has kept it 

K y 
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iti the same good order in which he received 
it. The strictest care lias been taken to fill up 
the vacant commissions, with siicli gentlemen as 
have the glory of tlicir ancestors to support, as 
well as tlieir own, and are doubly bound to the 
cause of their king and country, trom motives 
of’ private property, as well as public spirit. The 
adjutant-general*, who has the immediate care 
of tlu! troojis after Lord Granby, is an ofiicer 
who would do groat honour to any ser\'ice in 
Lurfijic, for his correct arrangements, good sense 
and discernment ujion all occasions, and lor a 
punctuality and precision which give the most 
entire satisfaction to all who arc obliged to eon- 
suit him. The re\iewing generals, who inspect 
the arm}- twii-e a year, have been selected with 
tlu? greatest care, and have answered tlic im- 
portant trust reposoil in them in the most laud- 
able manner. Their reports of the condition of 
the army are mueh more to be credited than 
those of Ji Nirs, whom I do advise to atone for 
liis shameiid aspersions, by asking pardon of 
Ixird Granl))', and the whole kingdom, whom 
he has offeniled by his abominable scandals. In 
short, to turn Junius’s own battery against him, 
I must assert, in his own words, “ that he has 
gi\en strong assertions without proof^ declaina- 


flamy, ebu. 
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lion witliout argument, and violcnj. censures 
without dignity or moderation.” 

WILLIAM DRAPER** 

* A.'J ;i com.spondont of Ji vils m tins inn) scvoral dtlu r 
lctl(Ts, the fulIowinL,^ ^liort Jioliec of Sir WilluiiTi Draper can- 
nol he iiiiaeee])ta]»le to the reader. We take it hy Mr. dial- 
lner^^s pernii^Mon from his Appendix to tlie Snpjilemental 
Apoloj^y i‘ur the Jielieverh in the ^u|'pOMtltioll.s Shakc'^peare 
pajtrrs, p. St). 

** Sir Wilhani, a*-, a '.eliolnr, had hetn hred at I'.ton, and 
Kind’s (ollei^e, < '.imhridii^'e ; hut, !u* eho^t* tlie .sword, for Ins 
profe.-,^ion. In India, he ranked witii linve famoii> warriors 
(’live, and Laurence. In 17(>1, he acted at llellisle, a> a Uri- 
'd,'adier. In 17G«L lu eunnnanded tlu‘ troo])s wlio eoiKpiered 
Manilla, which place was si ved from jdiinder, hy the promise 
of a ransom, that wa^' never paid. 111 .'** first apj>caran(‘e, as an 
ahle w riter, W'a.s m Ins clear refutation of the ohjeclions of thi! 
.Spanish court. Ills .'-ervicc.-^ were rewarded with tlie command 
• ifthc .sivli'eiilh !*( j^imcnl of fo<»t, winch he r{.sii>ned to CoIoneJ 
(hd)orne, for his ]ia]f-[)ay of !;^()0/. Irish: 7’lns common 
tiMii^action fiiniidicd Ji mcs wath many a sare.ism. Sir Wil- 
liam liad ‘'I’.uvtiy closed hi.s contest ivilh that formidable op- 
ponent, wlien he had the misfortune to lose his wife, wliodicd 
on the 1 st of Sejiteinher, 1/G9. As he was foiled, he w as, no 
doiilit, mortified. .And he set out, in Ocloher of that year, 
to make the tour of the Xorthcni Culonits, which had now 
lu’conu’ objects of noliei', and >e(*ius of tra\el. Ilearriiedat 
diark>lown. South Carolina, m January, 17/0 ; and travel- 
ling; northward, he arriied, thiriiii^ the summer ol’ that year, 
in Maryland ; where he wa.s received with that hospitality 
which she always paid to,straiij;ers, and with the atU ritioiis, that 
were diu‘ to the merit of such a visitor. 

‘d’rom Maryland, Sir William ])a.sstd on to Xew York, where 
he married Miss De Luiiey, a lady of great coniKCtions tlierc, 

and 
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TO SIR WILLIAM OKAI'ER, KNKaiT OF THE HATH. 

SI If, 7 lu^hruury, 1760. 

The dcfcnot* of Lortl Granbv does 
honour to iJie goodness of' your heart. You 
feel, as you ought to do, for the rejmtation of 
your friend, and you exjircss yourself in the 
W’armest language of the passions. In any other 
cause, I doubt not, you would have cautiously 
weighed the conscipiences of committing your 
name to the licentious discourses and malig- 
nant opinions of' the v.orld. But here, I pre- 
sume, you thought it would be a breach of li iend- 
ship to lose one luomeiU in consulting your un- 
derstanding j as if an appeal to the public were 
no more than a military coup dc 7 iifnn, where a 
brave man has no rules to follow, but the dic- 
tates of bis courage. Touched with your gene- 
rosity, I freely fiirgive tlie excesses into whicli 
it has leil yon; and, liir fi.aii resenting tln-se 
terms of reproach, Avliich, considering that you 
are an acU ocate for dccormn. a on have heaped 
upi'i; me rather too bberilJy, I place them to 

.'iiti aL.fC": cinUt'A Nvilo fju (l 111 I / 7 lS ; I*d\ini>' luui n 

tlaufflitri'. Ill lic v.d.' «.|H)onUMl I. it iitcn.int i nor of 

Minorca ; *1 trir-t, lumt vi r di>rliarj;v(l, . 

lilt'd al ii, oii tlu tuli oi‘J:tnnar\, 17 .^ 7 .” 1101 

1 



the account ol' an honest unrcHecti ‘a indigna- 
tion, in whicli your cooler judginenl and natural 
politeness had no concern. J appnne of the 
spirit with which yon have given your name to 
the public; and, if it were a proof of any thing 
but spirit, I sliould have thought myself bound 
to Ibllow your example. I should have hoped 
that even w/// name might carry some authority 
with it*, if I had not seen how very little weight 
or consideralicm a printed paper receives even 
/fom the r('spcclal)le signature of Sir William 
I)ra))er. 

You begin witii a general :v;sertion, that 
writers, such as I am, are l!ie real cause of all 
the |)uhlic evils v.v* complain of. And do you 
really think. Sir Wiliiam, that the liecmtioiis 
pen of a political enter is aide to jjrodiice such 
ijnporiaiit rlhiets? A little eahii reileetion might 
have sir wn you, that national calamities do not 
arise iii\ ra ihe 'a"en|;;ion, but from the real 
eharaetoj" and eouduet of ministers. 'I'o have 
supported you" assertion, you should have proved 
that the present jninistry are uiujuestionahly the 
best and brightest eharaelcrs of the kingdom ; 

* :i;u will it .'tiM iinic f.iillui from a 

t’t.ilviic 4>f liimhtlf inciilfiit 'llv »o:uh.Ui(‘i.cI tin- aullior iii a 
li itt r omitlcJ ill his ovvu million, luit hisiiIlcI in tlk* |MTs(.nt 
work, .MiMrllan. t'vis Lctltw, No. 1 1 . also fiuiii otln r vitA\ > 
ill Ills t'Ciiliiofiil'. (.-oii/iMct u.s<ViM( illy < \ in llif PnMtic 
},cttcr<. i.oij. 
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and that, if the affections of the colonics have 
been alienated, if Corsica^ has been shamefully 
abandoned, if commerce languishes, if public 
credit is threatened with a new debt, and your 
own iMaiiilla I'ansoui most tlishonourably g'i\en 
uj)t, it has all been owing to the maiici of po- 

^ CoivKM, in nioJorn tmu>, Vta> fn^t snl)jnj;att'(l by thr 
aUio inailc use of so iniK'h indolence and op])rrtssion, 
a-s It) induct* tlu iritivcs to throw off the and ciukavonr 

to rcct»\cr ihcir iiiilcpcndcncc. "riu* conlc.st was loni;- ami se- 
vere, anti lilt' Cvtisieans wtre retlnccd 1o he^i’ciry in the j^'em - 
rou^ slniH; 4 lL . iSjenhoiraiul Paoli chit 11^ ligured a> It ader< ot 
lilt' ( 'orsieaii'', the fiivl of whom was aeluaily cleelcfl king, Imi 
could not inaiutaiu lii> thrt»uc against tlic invjuhTs. Tin* Cor- 
sicans applieti lo many lort‘ign courts for assi>tan(a', and among 
the rest tt) (ircat Britain; and Lord Sliclbunie (afterwards 
jManjiiis of Lan^dowii) was tme of the warmol ^u[)porler'N of 
their e.iuse, and mo^l tlcsiroiN, when m adimnislratiou, to en- 
gage in it. But 111-’ eolleagiKR opposetl him, anti the cause of 
Corsica was abandoned, 1 hough the citizens of London coii- 
trlhulcd largely to Us support. Yet tJic (jcnoc.-e could not 
tt)ta1ly snhdiK' it ; anti in consequence they sold it tt» I’l-ant o 
1)C subdued liy the Frtiieli arms: and the tyranny wliieli was at 
fir4 cM'rcised over U by tht' («enoesc, it was now' dtuimetl It) 
.'Sillier from the I'reiieh. Hcadt r, mark the result ! — Corsica i^ 
at this moment reaping an ample revenge : for through the ine- 
dmin of Bonajiartc she is now' loading hotli France and (irnoa 
With as Mven* a tyranny as herself c\er .aal anil ted to from 
fillier. ion. 

-j Jii tin- pi’t'Ct tling war with Spain, Sir William (tlu ri Col. 
Draper) liad eommam'.td an expedition against the Spanish 
M tllcinents ni thi‘ I'liilippinc Ides. It succeeded coinplLtely^ ; 
and the capital ol IMaiiilla w a> l.iktn by assault. Yet tlic generous 
cojKjiierors, mste.id ol plMiidering the city, consented to accept 

for 
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litioal writers, who will not suffer ihe best and 
brightest of characters (meaning still the ])rescnt 
ministry) lo take a single right stej) for the 
honour or interest of (he nation. But it seems 
\ou were a little tender of coming to particulars. 
^'our conscience insinuated to you, tliat it would 
he pruilent to leave the characters of (Jrafton, 
\oitli, Hillsborough, Weymouth, and Mans- 
field, to shift ((ir tliemseives ; and truly. Sir 
William, the jiart miu have iinderlaken is at 
least as much as \ou are equal to. 

Without disputing l..ord (Jranhy’s courage, 
ne aiv yet to learn in what articles of military 
knowledge nature has been so ^■cry liberal to hi.s 
mind, if you have served with him, you ought 
to have jiointed out some instances of able dis- 
|»osition and well-concerted enteiprize, which 
might tiiiiiy be attributetl to Jiis cajiacily as a 


for lilt \alnr ol’ilir .spoil, i>ills drawn upon tin Spani.di oovtrn- 
UK Ilf adrtpuilt.* to its Mijipo.scd uiiionnt. Tlnkso bills tlio Spanish 
^oMihiiunl iiinlorltnik to pay, but tbdionour.ibly forfcitid 
lis \\ord on tlu ir bocoinin^ due. Sir William J)raj>('r, on bi> 
return troiii In<li;i, Kjieatedly presM-il the rdi^lidi inmisler to 
inkTpost.* npidi the subjeet, tui behalf of hmiMtlf and his fel- 
low -.soldiers. The Kii^'lish minister howexer did nut mterpo ; 
Draper wa-^ personally rewanlttl hy an t lection into the order 
of the Hath, in eoiijuncliun with certain pecuniary cmolmiieiit.*; 
referred lo m this corropoiideiice ; while his collea^nc, Ail- 
imral Corni.sii, to;ixthcr with the soldiers and flailois under tlii ir 
^.'ommands were sulK rccl to live and die allo;;>ether witijuut rc' 
ilre.ss. i:i)ir. 


I 
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pfcncral. It is you. Sir William, who make 
your friend ap])ear aukward and ridiculous, by 
|•’iving him a liiccd suit of tawdry qtialiiications, 
which nature never intended him to wear. 

You say, he has ac(|uired notliing but honour 
in the ficlil. Is the Ordnance nothing ? Are 
the Jihies nothing ? Is llie command of tiic 
army, with all the patronage annexed to it, 
nothing ? WJiere he got tliese nothinga I know 
not; but you at least ought to I'ave told us 
where he deserved them. 

As to his bounty, comj)assion, &c. it would 
have been but little to the purpose, though you 
had proved all that \ou I r. ve asserted. I medtlle 
with nothing but his eiiaracter as conuuauder in 
chief; and though I acquit him of the baseness 
of selling cojumissions, 1 still assert that his 
military carci have never extended beyond the 
disposal ol' vacancies ; and I am justilied by the 
com]>laints of the whole army, when I say^ that, 
in this distribution, he ccnsults nothing but 
parliamentary interests, or th ' giatilication of 
his immediate depeiulants. As to his servile 
submission to tin- reigning mini.- try, let me ask, 
'.vhctln r Itc did not desert tin- cause of the whole 
army, win n he -adU-rod Sir .Fcih-; v Amherst to 
t)esacrm'-c and \vl\at share he had in recallin'*' 

r.i 

^ Si ‘I • ' I ‘ • ■ ■ III'. ’ . fii.iJu in: I ( ( f ifi h 

-iilist'f.ljMl f ‘V! \ II, . t I.i 111 r n 
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that officer to the service ? Did he not betray 
the just interests of the army, in permitting 
Lord Percy to have a regiment ? And docs he 
not at this moment gi\’e up all cliaracter aiul dig- 
nity as a gentleman, in receding from his own 
I'epeatcd declarat ions in favour of Mr. Wilkes? 

In the two next articles I think we are agreed. 
You candidly admit, that he often makes such 
promises as it is a \ irtue in him to violate, and 
that no man is more assiduous to jnotide for 
hi.-i lelalions at tiie public evnence. 1 did not 
urge the last as an absolute vice in his disposition, 
but to proM- that a ivov’/i'.sx a'/snil(’resti‘</ xjiii if is 
no jiart of his character; and as to the other, I 
desire it may be remembered, that I never de- 
scendeil to the indecency of inquiring into his 
coriv'iv'ud hours. It is you. Sir William Draper, 
who iiave taken pains to ix^n'c^ent ymr (riond 
in tlie character ol’ a drunken landlord, who 
deals out his jiromises as liberally as his liquor, 
and Avill suHcr no man to leave his table cither 
.sorrowful or .aibcr. None but an intimate friend, 
who must ffcijnenily have seen him in these 
unhappy, disgraceful moment-, could have de- 
scribed him so well. 

'i'he last charge, of the neglect oi' the army, 
indci'd the most material of all. 1 am sorry 
(<» tell \on. Sir W'illiam, that, iii iJus article, 
your lirst tact is lalse , and as there is nothing 
more painful to me than to give a direct contra- 
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diction to a gentleman of your appearance, I 
could wish that, in your fiiture ])ublications, you 
would pay a greater attention to the truth of 
your premises, before you suffer your genius to 
luirry you to a conclusion. Lord Ligouier did 
not deliver the army (vvliich you, in classical 
language, are pleased to call a palladium) into 
Loi'd (iranby’s hanils. It was taken from him 
much against his inclination, some two or three 
years before Lord Granby was commander in 
chief As lo the state of the army, 1 should he 
glad to know where }ou have received your in- 
telligence. Was it in the I'ooms at Hath, or at 
your retreat at Clifton? The reporfs of leview- 
iug generals coinprcheiul only a few regiments 
in England, which, as they are ijnmediately 
under the royal inspection, are perhaps in some 
tolerable order. Hut ilo you know any thing of 
the troops in the West-Indies, the Mediterra- 
nean, and North America, to say nothing of a 
whole army absolutely ruined in Ireland ? In- 
quire a little into tacts. Sir William, before you 
jniblish your next panegyric upon J>ord Granby, 
and believe me, you will find there is a fault at 
head-quarters, which even the acknowledged 
care and abilities of the adjutant -general cannot 
correct ' . 

Permit me now. Sir William, to address my- 


* AiljuUini General Harvey, edu. 
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personally lo yon, by way of i banks for the 
honour of yonr correspondence. You arc hv no 
means undeserving of nolh-e j and it may be of 
consequence even to l^nd ( Jranby to liave it de- 
lermined, whether or no the man who has 
praised him so la\ ishly, be Jiiinself deserving 
of praise. When you returned to JMiro])e, you 
zealously undertook the cause of that gallant 
army, by whose bra^'ery at Manilla your own 
fortune liad been established. You complained, 
you threatened, you even ap])ealed to the public 
in print, lly what accident did it hap])eu, that 
in the midst of all this bustle, and all these cla- 
mours lor justice to your injured troops, the 
name of ihe Manilla ransom was suddenly bnried 
in a |)rotbund, and, since that time, aJi uninter- 
rupted silence i* JMd the ministry suggest any 
motives to you, strong enough to tempt a man 
of honour, to desert and betray the cause of his 
tellow-soldiers ? Was it that blushing ribband, 
which is now the perpetual ornament of yonr 
person ? Or was it that regiment, which you 
afterwards (a thing unprecedentcfl among sol- 
diers) sold to colonel Gisborne ? Or was it that 
government, the full pay of which you are con- 
tented to hold, with the halt-pay of an Irish 
colonel ? And ilo you now, after a retreat not 
very like that of Scipio, presume to ini rude 
5'ourself, uiiUiought-of, uncalled-for, upon the pa- 
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tience of the public ? Are your flatteries of tlie 
comiiiandcr in chief directed to another regi- 
ment, which you may again dispose of on the 
same honourable terms ? We know your pnu 
dence. Sir William, and f should be sorry to stop 
your pretermenf . 

Jl'Ml’S. 


i.i:iTi:i( i\. 

TO TUt; PRlNTna of the purer vdvertjsf.k. 

S I li, n I'chnuny, 

I RECKivED .luNMUs’s favour last night; 
he is determined to keep his ad\antagc by the, 
help of his mask; it is an excelleut protection, 
it has saved many a man from an untimely end, 
Ihit whenever he will be honest enough to Jay it 
aside, avow himself, and produce the flice which 
has so long lurked behind ’t, the world will be 
able to judge of his motives fn* writing such in- 
famous invectives, llis real name will discover 
bis freedom and indejjendeucy, or his servility 
to a ficiioii. Disapjjointed ambition, resentment 
for deieated hopes, and desire of revenge, as- 
sume bill too often the appearance of public 
s])irit; blit ])C llis ilcsigiis wicked or charitable, 
JuMUS sliould Icani tliat it is possible to con- 
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(lemn measures, without a barbiu ous and cri- 
minal outrage against men. Junius delights to 
mangle carcases witli a hatchet; Ins language 
and instrument have a great connexion with 
Clare-market, and, to do him justice, he haiulles 
his weapon most adnn'rably. One would imagine 
he had been taught to throw it by tlie savages ol' 
America. It is ihercrore high lime for me to 
»tep in once more to shield nij friend from this 
merciless weapon, although I may be wounded 
in the aUciu])!. 15ut I innsi first ask Junius, by 
what Ibrcoil analogy and conslrnction the mo- 
ments ol’ coinivial mirth are made to signily 
indecency, a violation of engagements, a drunken 
latidlord, and a desire that every one in com- 
pany should be drunk likewise *? He must have 


Wlictlwr •sin h ;i fonriiision ut'p* jorcfiJ or nalural irom 
Sir WillKun's fK'it rijtlioii <»!' Iih' mi il srfnj’i, wa'. 

ru)J llu- udIv iK'r.-'on wlio il. if wt: in.*y from a 

Jj'.iiute llu' ol'llk’ !»alh was iuvolveil in upon this very 

Mibjc'Ctj with two oihtr iiivisililc* wlioin tbc 

Liiu* Iiiin''C‘ll' Nt.-ork*'*, and tlu- ollu r tin* and wiio 

wrote in the now^pajKT ('Flu* Puhiu: Adv<rtihor), To 

tile tifirl com*>j5oii(l( nl. Sir VVblliain rt’j>li(s a> iiillow.!}. 

siUj ("if ion, Feb, 13, 17139. 

1 uHi'it llie favour of Ncocics not to believe that 1 
have ile:^rnb(*d luy friend to he fre<[uontly in a stale of obriety. 
Had 1 tioiit* so, T ini<r|it iiMleed be justly accused of bciu"' m- 
sufiicient to support Iiis cause. 
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culled all the flowers of’fSt. Giles’s and Billings- 
gate to have produced such a piece of oratory. 
Here the hatchet descends Avilh tenfold a^cu- 
geance j but, alas ! it hurts no one but its mas- 

If Xcnc/cs is ;in r, or a man o(‘ lmsi»u>^. ho know 
that a (’oiiunanthT in oilier, or a ministor of state, a inul- 
(/f a|)|)lieati(His, cannot trust lliiir memories witii iJie 
whole orthtin; mimilt> anti jiieniorandums are necessary • 
when hiGine^.s is over, tliC'C are left w ith tlieir sccretaru's, or 
ill tlieir hiircaus. Should tluTcfore any iiisidioii^ man, either 
atdminr, <u* .tfU r dinner, importune a threat person 
him some [nvltriiienl, winch, from tlie w ant of these minutes', 
lie mi^ht not tin n reeollcct to he eiif^a^od, .m<l thus obtain a 
promise of it ; yd, if it shouhl ap^iear from the insjactinn ol 
thi se memorandums afterwards, that sueh |)rt‘ferim'iit was jire- 
1‘ii^a^ed, I must a^ain repeat, that m sueh a ease it would he 
a\irtue to break the uii^uardecl promist' made al diiiiu r, or in 
eoinii ltd mirth, and to adhere to the first enij^a«»*emenl . 'J’ln s<' 
thmi^s have Jinppein il, do ha)>pr‘ij, and may happtn aj^am, to 
the most temperate men h\mg’. 

1 am 

Ncoclc<t most Immhle servant, 

W. D. 

The faet is, that Lord (iranliy, md Ins friend Sir William, 
appear to have been both jolly com})anions. Mr. Campbell 
says of tile latter — tiiat his fa\orite wine was Hm’i^undy — the 
Ijew itehinj; smiles of which had an irre>istd»le mfluenee on hi.s 
heart. Life of 15oyil, p. 1H6. J uni is scims to have appealed 
to a know n fact, as w'cll as to an unmiarded (’xpression of the 
pi n. Sir William's answer to the (diost occurs jn tlie .same 
newspajier, Mai. "2, 1709. 

“ s 1 K, Cfifion, Fch. 24. 

“ Sir W. D. pri'sents liis eornpliments to the Ghost, and 

hopes, that when he shall please to revisit us, the cock may not 
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lor! For Jitnius must not think to put words 
into m)' mouth, that seem too foul even ibr his 
own. 

My friend’s political engagements I know not, 

crotv suddenly, and warn him lienee, before he has safli« 
eiently eonsidtred whal Sir W. t?ays with regard to anonymous 
writer's. The}' are not eondeiniietl by Inni merely lor bein^ 
ammymou'-, 1ml as tluy ui>* defamatory and wicked ; as they 
act as mci’iidiaiK's, as they pniih >hoot at those who are true 
of hearty and as tin y basely stub m the dark. When they are 
thus |;uilty. they are worthy of the sc\i rest ceusiire.s. A very 
fine writer, l\lr. Addison, has not stuck. It) rank them with 
iTinrderers and a^sass-uis. It were to he washed, that all such 
writers would read the paper irpoii this subject. No. 451, vol. G. 
Sir W. hopes likewise, that the iihosL will not bdicA’c that 
flattery, or 'gladiatorial vanity, or any desire of the golden cup, 
or its contents, called him forth. 

** He stood forth u])oij a prmeiple lliat no honest man should 
be ashamed of, upon the principle of Horace, who nobly and 
truly said, 

Amicum 

^ni non defrndii a ho cidpanlc — llf'c nii^cr est ; 
mure especially when that fneiitl is most unjustly attacked. 
He thinks that a real signature is better than a fielitious one, 
as the knowledge of the man is the surest guide to tbrni a judg- 
ment of liis motives for writing. He has indcidihe vuniij/ to 
think that no man living wti tes Iron* more dlsinUrcsted nuAives 
than himself, having studiously <piitted what is called the great 
world, and all its pursuits. But he is not so totally lost to the 
sense of worldly' knowledge, as not to foresee that the many 
distractions of this poor aiilicted country must end in its ruin 
if some salutary means arc not speedily taken to prevent it. 
This kingdom abounds w ith great men, capable of advising and 
of acting in the most efficacious maimer for the public good ; 

VOL. I. C hut 
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so cannot protend to explain them, or assert 
their consistency. I know not wliether Junius 
be considerable enough to belong to any party ; 
if he should be so, can he affirm that he has 

but unaiiiiiiity must be tlie basis. If they rai* be j)revailed 
upon iofor^rivc, ioforj^et, to imite, sincerely, there in no occa- 
sion to despair of the coniiiion wealth. »Sii W. cannot subscribe 
to the Chost*s opinion, that the rru populi is the vox Dei. It 
would be too irreverent, it would vainly attempt to convert the 
immutable Deity into a most changeable and capricious being ; 
nor would he take even the Ghost's word, or that of the greatest 
lawyer in the kuigdoin, should he affirm it. The voice of the 
people was heard loudly and strongly in favour of our great 
minister, Mr. Pitt. In this one instance it was just; but 
it formerly less strong, hss loud, in the* favour of Titus Oates, 
the most abandoned of men ^ the voice of the people, and the 
voice of truth, are not always together ; the latter must descend 
from ahoxe, the former but too often arises fioin below. In 
plain English, it generally comes out of the barrel and the 
cellar, as some honest hottle-inen know full well.'' 

In the following letter, inserted in the Public j:\dveitisej 
about tile same time, Lord Granby appears to have found a 
fuller, if not an abler advocate, than even his friend Sir William, 
It lias vanoii' rlaiins for an introduction in the present place ; 
but chiefly, liccaii'^e Junius himsell, in a postscript to the last 
letter (inserted in the copy that appeared in the Public Adver- 
tiser, but omitted in his own edition) notices it with a view of 
answering it ; although from a second resolution, not to reply 
tiikler this sigiiatiirt to unoriymoiis addrcs.ses, he never fulfilled 
lus int: otHui. The postsci ipt is as follows ; 

** I ha*! clefcmi.ued to leave the commander in chief in the 
quit t eiijoyincm oi’ his friend and his bottle ; but Titus deserves 
an answer, and shall lutve a complete one." 

ro 
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always adhered to one set of men and measures? 
Is he suiC that he has never sided with those 
whom lie was first hired to abuse ? Has he never 
abused those he was hired to praise ? To say the 


TO THF, PRINTFR OF I’HK I’L'BUC AI)V ( RTiSER. 

SIR, 


Long iuid impatiently have I waited to see justice 
dtiiie to a iniirh irijurtd ( iiaracter From the g;oodness of the 
cuu.ie, rriy cxpedatioii.'. v/erc but 1 have been cruelly 

disa])puinte(l. To tnlt r the li-is aganirt such an able anta;;o- 
ni>t upon ecpial terms, would be tlio height of presumption ; 
but truth, plainly and Miinjdy told, 1 doubt not, will sJiew itself 
superior to falstliood, though dressed m the most beautiful 
language of the elegant Jusies. 

Unprejudiced by party, nnbiassc<l by faction, it grieves me 
exceedingly, that u spirit of licentiousness should be able so iar 
to iniluence some of the greatest geniuses of this nation. Is it 
piHsible to sec without concern sonu of the most respectable 
names, and the mo&t iinexec]»lional)Je characters, so undeserved- 
ly attacked, and detraction conveyed in the most persuasive 
language, from the masterly pen ol' an accornplislied wnlrr ? 
When every man of superior talents ought to Cxcrt hinisclf to 
the utmost to siij)])ort liie ihgnity of govemnn nt, how unfortu- 
nate is it that the greaU*st abilities are made siilM-rvient to a 
factious spirit, totally siihversivt of all the prineijiles ol' social 
happiness ! But the tinu's are hecoine so unpardonably licen- 
tious, that the greater the name, the hight r the rank, the more 
dignified the charaeler, and the more exalted the station, the 
more they become the objects of envy, while the enveuointd 
darts of illiberal abuse are poiiiletl by tiie sons of sedition from 
every quarter, with uiiparall’ded malice and unrelenting fury. 

Subordination and subjection is die province of some; supe- 
riority and coinniand undoubtedly belongs to the station of 


JlDthers. Obedience to the laws, re.spect for the magistrate, and 

G 2 ‘Juty 
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trulli, most men’s jmlltics sit mucli too loosely 
about tlicm. But as my Iriciurs military cha- 
racter was the ehicf object tliat engaged me in 
this controversy, to that I shall return. 


«luly In .viHH'nors, arc c<i>rnlially ne<*c.-i>ary in < very well p^o- 
vtriH'tl Male, l aery atleni|»t Ibeii In make the laws, ur the 
niap^i^trate, lie les.«. re.spected, and t very endea\onr lo break I be 
( ham of siibordinaiien, -o neressary in eml ‘^oeiely, tend» lo 
the de.struelinn of :;'oveiinnent, and U* the nit rod iic Lion of 
anarrliy and tnuinsion. 

That iaclioiN, lurhulenf. beentioiH mind-, slmnld make tlii.- 
llieir eon^fijiil einploymcnl, i*' not to Ik nondereil at; bui 
)K'oi)!e ot -i n^e, jndj,pnent. and abilities, to niakt' il llieir study, 
is aina/ino: indeed 1 - Wdiat end ean it an?.\\er? Wlial jiiirpose 
ean it serve " If our sujH’nor^ should do any tlinn;' ecailrary to 
(be law.-, or prejiidieial to *lie iii!< rest- of lie- eonnlry ; il‘ they 
.should Use any im ans to loeroai h iijion our liberiie-*, to de- 
prive n- of onr privilei;(‘s, orlo sulmrt llnit happy form of^o- 
vii’iiiiu'nt ^\lllell we IRAN enjoy; surely tlieri. arc'otlur means of 
redress ](.ft, lusidt- culumniatm^ i j lai; isl rat es, pid'^iN, p;tnerals, 
and ministers. "J'honL;h ])art\ projudiee, and the inllnenee of 
passion, iiKiy cairy evtn men tif sense to t \1 r.ior» Unary len^ttis 
sometimes, \el 1 am eoiiMiu ed, I'lat a I'oo] di-pas«.ionate nio- 
nient’.s refit etiuii, uill point out iiioro eoiistiuUional remedies 
for all our im-lbrluues, liian a faelious appeal lo a L;iddy, uu- 
ilimkini**, imijifurfued im»b ; and vt ry little deinonsiratioii 
mil ])(• neee-sary to make it evident, iha; tin* unbounded almse 
ofdi 'uUies tends to make the bulk of tbe people trample on 
all law, de.-pwe subordination anti elestroy tluU g'o\ernmenl from 
vvhieh they cUmn jn'oteetioii. 

,lr\ii -• *' posses-td of superior abililits ; lie lia.s a Ihiw of 
fine Iaii;^ua^e at ills eominniitl. Ins composition is masterly, 
his stile ek^i^nl, and the arrantieiiu nt of Ins words is beautiful 
and harmonious. Wliat e.\<:i;llcnt puriiosc.s mii;hl these 

talents — 
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JuN’ius asks ^vllat instaiu-os my iViond lias 
given of his military skill anil capacily as a gc- 
Jieral ? When ami where he gained his honour? 
W'hen he deserved his emohnnenls ? The united 

^erve, \u rc tliey tinj>ioy(*l for tl)f' servin' of Ills roiin- 
try! Wliiit a pify they should bo pro^ilutnl to th [irt-nale 
i>o\crnincn1, and made Mibs(*r\icn1 to siirh uiiplnlosophic })as- 
sioiis ! iMiworthy of the man — unworthy of die pen of fin? 
aeeom|iIished .Jlmi sI — N ot one < ft lie kinci'^s sir\.nits evcajxs 
him ; but (for what eaiisc heaven knows) his most ^lomiril 
sliafis ha\e b('t n di reefed ai^amd die < ommandc r ii. Chief, who 
i-, perhajis, die mo't atu veeplioiuible eharaett r in thr present 
admmislraiion. 1 was in ho[>es Sir W. Drapt r would ha\n 
<‘ontimied a defenet so worthy t»f his abditK -*; bui I im.e;mt: 
he Is ^o busy at pn sent about bmldini: his ti mple to Com‘or<b 
and pt rhaps so taken np wnth his new liieiMl, Mr. Wilkc that 
he liU' fof«‘’ot the corn sjiondeiiee he i;a\e risi to, where Lord 
(I’ranhy is attacked m a most nnparflonaiik manner; wfure 
lie has lu'en insulted as a soldier, dtsj)i«.ed as a lu ral, his - 
iitrosity laughed at, aiid e\en his private hours of soeial 
relaxation hate lietn most ungenerously held up ,is an fibjeei 
of luheule to the public eye.— -I’or ‘•liame, .le\ii s! --diis wa-i 
not well dont'. — Vt'hat(\er eeiMiix may be due to a m.in’s 
publie eharacier, it is umuaul^ — it iscnul-ut is imiiist, to 
brmj^ the secrets of Mx ial amusement, and the imi;iMn!ed bom* 
of convivial ('njoymeiil, to be held out as an ohjeet ol een-nre 
to the iiiifnendly worlil ! — IIa\e you a spark oi'^^enerosily h‘ft, 
JcNUJS ! and can ^on read this without a lilusli r 

My Lord (jraiib\’s character, as a man, as a soldier, and even 
as a o’cneral, w ill stand ihe test. '] he honesty of his lieart, the 
integrity of his intentions, his intrepidity as a soldier, and his 
coiidnet as an oflieer, arc imiii^ieaclK'd. Ji is true, ins talents 
as Commander m Chief ha\c iu>er Iieen tmd m the (kid ; hut 
if we may be allowed to judge tVoiu the whole of his coiuluct 

durino' 
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voice of the army which served under him, liit 
glorious testimony of Prince Ferdinand, and of 
vanquished enemies, all Germany will tell him. 
Junius repeats the complaints of the armyagainst 

durmg^ the late war in Germany, whore (ho .vocution of many 
impoitant cnterprizes \vt«e intnistotl to him one of tlio 
greatest generals, anti one of the best judges of military merit 
in luirope, \ie may form great expectations, with (he highest 
probability of not being disappointed. — lie knons hoiu to obey; 
he knows (hat a good soldier neier dispuU,s the command. -i of his 
superior. lie aU\ays dischaiged his duly to the satisfaction of 
Duke Fcrdiiiaiul, who^e approbation, thanks, and acknowledge - 
ments he repeatedly obtained. Wherever he was employed, 
he gaint.d honour to himself — he was beloved and esteemed 
by the army undt r his cominund — he was honoured and n*- 
sptctid by the enemy — dear to the victors’ generous to the 
varujujsli(‘d ! You know, JuMts, that he feared not to lead cm 
the caialry 'At ^i'wxdvw. Tie gained glory and honour at War- 
hurg. It was the ooi fis under his coinniand who fought and 
gained the battle of Philliiighaiiscn. lie was principally con- 
cerned, and acted as became the soldier and general at Wil- 
hclmstahl. And towards the end of the war, when the army 
was so situated, that if a rising ground on the left had been 
taken possesMon of by the Freiiel , it might have hem atlendcfl 
with the worst eon!>et]ueiiee.> ; and \'dien the generals de.stined 
to lead a corps to f»ccupy it,di*clarcd the service impractirahle, 
my Lord Granby arose from a sick-bed, in the middle of the 
night, assumed the command of the corps, marcheil, with a 
fevtr upon liim, in an inclement season, took possession of the 
post, and secured the army. — This dul the soldier! 

Is it lu.cessary to ask \>hc-re my I.or<l deserved every thing he 
has got ath r this ^ Tlie.^e are hut ftw instances, among many 
others, where his Lordship acquired unfadinglaiirels. 13iil after 
all, what are the posts — what are (he c inployments of trust and 

proti^ 
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parliamentary influence. I love the army too 
well, not to wish that such influence were less. 
Let Junius point out the time when it has not 

profit which he lias rtnterrd in hini't lf and family, since he 
became Commander in Chief lie at Ihc Iicad of tlie army 
without pay ; one fif the name of Manners ha*, hceii promott d 
from half-pay to a lroo[», and another he has appointcil his aid- 
de-camp : and tho'.e of his friend>, v\ho have hi tn distm»uis.hed 
by royal favour, are .so einiiu'iii in llieir ]n*ofc.ssic>ii, that 
Viitherlo the tongue of malice has not dared to move a^aiii*.! 
them. His own empinj inenLs are marks i>f royal favour and 
confidence, the eunsetjiieiH'c nf lonjr and faithful scrviee.s. — 
I'liescwcre not actpiiretl liy fact inn> conduct, or hceiitu)u> scvih- 
hhng : no, Sir, he, like every man of honour, would disdain to 
he di.stinj’iushcd by such inglorious means. 

Well do you know, Junius, that it would have been in vain 
for my Lord Granl'y to have opposed the nomiiialion of my 
Lord Percy; and yon know as well, that tins is not the first 
time ministerial influence has been too powerful f«»r a military 
commander. It is e^jualiy ungenerous and imjijst tlu*r<'fore, to 
say that he has hef rayed the inlen^sts of the army. It is 
Will known, tliat the genera! condition of the army is hetUr, 
much better, at present, than it has been for many years, even 
in America, and the garrisons abroad : your infonnatioii there- 
fore is ill founded in this point; hut the truth is, Jimus is no 
friend to Lord Granby, and is willing to believe, and ready to 
projiagatc every inf.uuous repen t to his disadvantage. 

My Lord (iranhy^s generosit3\ Sir, knows no bounds; Vjiil 
it is directed to much nobler objects tliaii you W'ould endeavour 
to insinuate. Often have I teen Ins generous hand stretched 
out to supply the wants of the needy soldier ; nor did the 
meanest follower of the camp go hungry from his door, llis 
house was open etpially to Britisli and foreigners : his table 
was hospitality itself, and his gciu j <nis, open comitciiaiice gave 

a hearty 
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prevailed. It was of the least force in the time 
of that great man, the late Duke of Cumberland, 
who, as a priiua' of the blo()d, was able as well 

a bcarly wi lroinc to all liis i:fucsl.<. Tb nre liarmoDv rci^ntxl 
tliroiifjh the whoh' army, «Iis]mUcs luni no cxistnie#*, and otVi' 
vcv^ of dilleniil nationh omiilalcil the social virtues >f llit 
British oliitt’. 15y such int atm he gained tht‘ hearts of all the 
army; lliej ll.llow* d him willi confideni’e, and ioie^hl iiiuler 
liim from attaelmunt. Xo d.m^tM* was too nmch- - no attempt 
loo ilarm^', under liis rommand. Whatexer JcNits may 
think (lliou'jh he may, for aiiiiht I know, he pcrfal!^ 7t}i- 
iicf/uahtfec/ 'ivii/i ihem himself) tiu }i;ainm‘ 4 ; the alleclions ot 
the soltlicrs x\il! ulwim he ester med no mean qiialifiratioii in 
a i^enerak 

INIy l.ord (irnnhy has his foibles and xvt akne'-ses, no donht 
of it ; .''O has e\ery man. Is tlun‘ one on eaiili perfeel ^ Ihit 
to exjiose these toihlcs and vf<*akiiesses wjih ail the jiowt r of 
persuasivt' iani;na<;'e, while yon conceal, sliL;litly jiass over, or 
endeavour to ridicule those shinmj^ }»aiis of his eharaeler, 
those eminent virtues which j/ou cannot imiiaU’,n is iiiifr^^ne- 
roils, and very unlike the ^ditleiiian. 

You wall forgive rue J hope, iVIr. I Vinter, ftu* tionhlim^ yon 
with an ejiistle of such an amazmi;' Unulh ; hut I hope yon 
will think with me, that llie snhjeet required it. \ aeknow- 
ledi»e inyseli' very unequal to speak oj my T.ord as he deserii s ; 
but I liave altemptefl this miieh, from an opinion that when 
Mieli an iinexceplionahle character is altackid, llu* deleiiee he- 
<‘.omes a public concern. It matters not, whether the maheious 
dan 1 )( p<)inted from the <-lo'.et i^airaj^e of a di^gracid soldier, 
the ora’orn ,il powers of a disap])omted dependant iiolineian, or 
from the mad ra\ in-^s of a hmatie advfninrer; the '■a nsihle, 
unpre'pidiced part ol mankind will see their inlainoin motiM s, 
and tin y wjii alike despise tlie illiberal production and the 
ungenerous author. 1 1 1 ua. 
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as willing to stem a torrent which would haA P 
overhorne any private subject. ,J n time of war 
this influence is small. Jn peace, when discon- 
tent and (action have the surest means to o])e- 
rate, especially in this country, and when, (rom 
a scai’city oi'jnihlic spirit, the wheels of govern- 
ment arc rarely moved, but by the power and 
li)rce of obligations, its weight is always too 
groat. Yet, il’ this influence at present has 
done no greater harm tlian th.e j)lacing P]arl 
IVrcy at the head of a regiment, 1 do not think 
tliat either the riglits or best interests of the 
army are sacrificed and betrayed, or the naiion 
undone. Let me ask Ji’mvs, i(‘ he knows any 
one nobleman in the army, who has had a regi- 
jnent I)y seniority ? I icel myself leapp} in se(!- 
iiig young noblemen of illnstrioiis name and 
great ])r<»perty come among ns. 'fhey are an 
additional security to the kingdom troin (<)reign 
or domestic slavery. .lusTrs needs not be told, 
that should the time ever come, when this nation 
is to be defended only by those, who Iwu e no- 
thing more to lose than their arms and their j)ay, 
its danger will be great indeed. A happy mix- 
ture of men of quality with soldiers of fortune 
is always to be wished tor. Hut the main point 
is still to be contended (or, 1 mean the discijflino 
and condition of the army, and 1 still must 
iiiaintain, though contradicted by Jumcs, that 
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it was never upon a more respectable footing, as 
to all the essentials that can form good soldiers, 
than it is at present. Junius is forced to allow 
that our army at home may be in some tolerable 
order; yet how kindly docs he invite our late 
enemies to the invasion of Ireland, by assuring 
them that the army in that kingdom is totally 
ruined ! (The colonels of that arn)y are much 
obliged to him.) J have too great an o])iiiion of 
the military talents of the lord-lieutenant, and 
of their diligence and capacity, to believe it. 
If from some strange, unaccountable fatality, the 
people of that kingdom cannot be induced to 
consult their <nvn security, by such an ellectual 
augmentation, as may enable the troops there 
to act with power and energy, is the commander 
in chief here to blame ? Or is he to blame, be- 
cause the troops in the IMeditcrranean, in the 
West Indies, in America, labour under great 
difficulties from the scarcity of men, which is 
but too visible all over these kingdoms ! Many 
of our forces arc in climates unfavourable to 
British constitutions : their loss is in propoi’tion. 
Britain must recruit all these regiments from her 
own emaciated bosom, or, more precariously, by 
Catholics from Ireland. We arc likewise sub- 
ject to the fatal drains to the East Indies, to 
Senegal, and the alarming emigrations of our 
people to otlier countries ; Such depopulation 
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can only be repaired by a long peace, or by 
some sensible bill of naturalization. 

I must now take the libcrly to talk to Junius 
on my own account. He is pleased to tell me 
that he addresses himself to me personally. I 
shall be glad to sec him. It is his impersonalily 
that I complain of, and his invisible attacks ; 
for his dagger in the air is only to be regarded, 
because one cannot see the hand which holds it j 
but had he not wounded other people more deep- 
ly than mysclt!, I should not have obtruded my- 
self at all on the patience of the public. 

Mark how a ])lain tale shall put him down, 
and transfuse the blush of my ribband into his 
own cheeks. Junius tells me, that at my re- 
turn, I zealously undertook the cause of the 
gallant army, by whose buivory at Manilla my 
own fortunes were established; that 1 com- 
plained, that I even appealed to the public. I 
did so ; I glory iu having done so, as 1 had an 
undoubted right to vindicate my own character, 
attacked by a Spanish memorial, and to assert 
the rights of iny brave comjianions. I glory 
jikewise that I have never taken up my pen, but 
to vindicate the injured. Junius asks by what 
accident did it happen, that in the midst of all 
this bustle, and all these clamours for justice to 
the injured troops, the Manilla ransom was sud- 
ilenly buried in a profound, and, since that time. 
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an uninlcrrnpted silence ? 1 will explain llic 
cause to the jniblic. The several ministers who 
have been employed since that time have been 
very desirous to do us justice t'rmn t\\ o most laud- 
able motives, a strong inclination to assist injured 
bravery, and to aiajuire a well deserved popula- 
rity to themselves. Tlicir efl()rts have been in 
vain. Some were ingenuous enough to own, 
that they could not think of“ involving this dis- 
tressed nation into another war for our priviitc; 
concerns. In short, our rights for the jireseiit, 
are sacriticed to national convenience ; and 1 
must confess, that although I may lose five-and- 
twenty thousand pounds by their acquiescence to 
this breach of faith in the .Spaniards, I think they 
are in the right to tcmpoii/e, considering the 
critical situation of this countr\', coin iilsed in 
every part by })oison infused by anonymous, 
wicked, and incendiary writers. I.ord Shelburne 
will do me the justice to own, that, in .Scplemhor 
last, 1 waited iquai him wi'h a joint memorial 
from the admiral .Sir .S. Ciorni' h and myself, in 
behalf of our injured companions. Mis lordship 
was as frank u])on the occasion as other secreta- 
ries had been beflne him. Me did not dcceix e 
us by giving any immediate fiopes of relief. 

JuNic s would l)asely insinuate, that my silence 
may have been purchased by my government, 
by my Uuihiiig ribband, by my regiment, by the 
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f::ilc of that regiment, and by my half-pay as an 
Irisli colonel. 

Ills Majesty was pleased to give me my go* 
vernment*, for my services at Madras. I had my 
first regiment in 1757. Upon my return Ifoin Ma- 
nilla, his Majest}', by Lord Egremont, informed 
me, that I should have the first vacant red rib- 
band, as a reward f()r my services in an enter- 
prize, which 1 had planned as well as executed. 
The Duke of Bcdl()rd and Mr. (ircnville con- 
firmed those assurances many months belbre the 
Spaniards had protested the ransom bills. To 
accommodate Lord Ulive, then going upon a 
juost important service to Bengal, I waved my 
claim to the \acancy which then happened. As 
there was no oilier \acancy until the Duke of 
Cfrafton and Lord Ifockingliam were joint mi- 
nisters, 1 w'as then honoured with the order, and 
it is surely no small honour to me, that in such a 
succession of ministers, they wen* ail })leased to 
think that T had deserved it; in my (inour they 
were all united. Upon the reduction of the 
79th regiment, wldch had served sogloiionsly in 
the East Indies, his .Majesty, unsolicited by me, 
gave me the Kith of ti ot as an equivalent. My 
motives for ret' aigatierw'arils arc foreign to the 
purpose ; let it suitice, that his Majesty w^as 
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pleased to approve of them ; they are such as no 
man can think indecent, who knows the shocks 
that repeated vicissitudes oi‘ heat and cold, of 
dangerous and sickly climates, will give to the 
best constitutions in a pretty long course of ser- 
vice. I resigned my regiment to Colonel Gis- 
borne, a very good officer, tiir his half-pay, 200/. 
Irish annuity ;* so that, according to Junius, 1 
have been bribed to say nothing more of the 
Manilla ransom, and sacrifice those brave men 
by the strange avarice of' accepting three hun- 
dred and eighty ])ounds per annum, and giving 
up eight hundred! If this be bribery, it is not 
the bribery of these times. As to my flattery, 
those who know me will judge of it. Ily the 
asperity of Junius’s stile, I cannot indeed call 


* The letter, as it a|)[)eare(l in the Public Ailvertiser, staled, 
by mistake, (incite hundred pounds Irish annuity!'’ and the 
error has bt-en hitherto )iropaoaled thruui^h every edition of 
JcNii s's TA’ltcr.s, without a single exception. In a note ad- 
dressed to the printer, however, and published in the same 
newspaper, Feb. '2^2, 1769, the mistake is announced, and cor- 
rected as follows. 

SIR, 

I beg the favour of you to correct I he following error 
in my answer lo Jumus. 

Instead of P200/. please lo put, “ and 200/. Irish annuity." 

I am. Sir, 

Yours, SiC, 

W. DRAPER. 


Feb . 19. 
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him a flatterer, unless it be as a cynic or a mas- 
tiff* ; if he wags his tail, he will still growl, and 
long to bite. The public will now judge of* the 
credit that ouglit to be given to .fu'ucs’s writ- 
ings, from the falsities that Jrc has insinuated with 
resj)ect to myself. 

WIl.i.i.VM DKAPJiR. 


Ll'TTIdt V. 

ro SIK WILLIAM DI{AI*EU, KMC-IIT 01' THE 15 \TII. 

MR, ‘21 lu'brurmj, I7G9. 

I snoL'Lu justly be susjieetcd of acting 
upon motives of more than common enmity to 
Lord (Jranliy, iff continued to give you fresh 
materials or occasion for writing in his defence. 
Individuals who hate, and the public who desjiise 
him, have read ijour letters. Sir William, with 
infinitely more satisfaction than mine. Unfor- 
tunately flir him, his reputation, like that un- 
happy country to which you refer me for his last 
military achievements, has suflered more by his 
friends than his enemies. In mercy to him, let 
us drop the subject. For my owm part, I will- 
ingly leave it to the public to determine whether 
y'our vindication of y'our friend lias been as able 
and judicious, as it was certainly well intended ; 
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and you, I think, may he satisfied with the 
warm acknowledgments lie already owes you for 
making him the principal figure in a piece, in 
which, but for your amicable assistance, he 
might have jiasseil without particuLr notice or 
distinefion. 

Ill justice to your friends, let your future 
labours be confined to the care of your owm 
rc-putation. Your declaration, that you arc happy 
in seeing young noblemen come amoi^g tis, is 
liable to two objections. With respect to Lord 
IVrcv, it means nothing, fin* he was already in 
the army. He was aid-de-camp to the King, 
and had the rank of colonel. A regiment there- 
fore could not nuilso him a more military man, 
though it made him richer, and probably at the 
expence of some bi’ave, deserving, friendless 
officer. — 'riie other concerns yourself. After 
.selling the companions of your victory in one 
instance, and after selling your profession in 
the other, liy what authority do you presume 
to call yourself a soldier? The plain evidence 
of facts is sujicrior to all declarations. Before 
you were appointed to the 16 th regiment, your 
com]flaints were a distress to government; — 
from that moiiient you were silent. The con- 
clusion is inevitable. You insinuate to us that 
your ill state of hcaltli obliged yon to quit the 
service. The retirement necessary to repair a 
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broivcii constitution wouW have bucn ns oood 

o 

:i reason for Jiot accc))tiiig', as for resigning 1 lit' 
eonnnanil ol‘ a reginu'iit- There is eertainly 
an error of tlie press, or an affected o'oscurity 
in that jiaragrajih, where you speak of Minr 
iiargain wilh colonel Gisbornt'’'. Instead of 
attcmjiting to answer what I really do not under- 
stand, [lerniit me to explain to the public \\hat 
I really know. In exchange tor your regiment, 
you accepted of a colont'l’s half-pay (at leas) 
‘2201, a year) and an annuity of 200L fiir your 

own and lady Draper’s life jointly. And is 

this the losing bargain, which you woulil rejire- 
sent to us, as it )ou had given up an income of 
soo/. a year lor 380/. ? Was it di'cent, was it 
honourable, in a man who prett'iuls to love the 
army, anti calls himself a soltlier, to make a 
traffic of the royal Kivoiir, and turn the highest 
honour of an active protessiou into a sorditl 
provision ftir himself ant! his tiunily ? It w ert' 
jinworthy of me to press you farther. The 
contempt with which the whole army heart] 
of the manner of your retreat, assures me that 
as your conduct was not justified by pi'ccedent, 
it will never be thought an example for imita> 
lion. 

The last and most important question re- 

* See the error corrected in (he Editor’s note to (lie jn’e 
ceding Letter. liurr. 

VOL. I. 
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mains. When you receive your lialf-pay, clu 
you, or do you not, take a solemn oath, 
or sign a declaration upon honour, to the 
following effect ? That ijou do not acliialUj hold 
anij place o/' pro/il, civil or niiliiari/, under his 
Mtjesh/. 'J'hc charge which this (juestieu ])laii)ly 
con\eys against you, is of so shocking a com- 
plexion, that 1 sincerely wish you may be abh‘ 
to answer it well, not merely for the colour of 
your reputatimi, but lor your own inward peace 
of mind. 

■It Mrs 


tdiri’ER vt. 

TO JUNIUS. 


s J )^ , 27 1 7 1 ) J ‘ . 

1 HAVE a very short answer for Junius’s 
un]K)itant (piestion; 1 do not either take an 
oath, or ileclare upon honour, that I have no 
place of protit, civil or mil’‘ary, when I recei^•e 
the half-pay as an Irish colonel. My most 
gracious Sovereign gives it me as a pension ; he 
was pleased to think I descr\ed it. The an- 
nuity of 2001. Irish, and the equivalent tor the 
hall-pay together, produce no more than 380/. 
per annum, clear of lees and perquisites of 
office. 1 receive 167/. from my government of 



.irNius. 


Hi) 

Yiinnouth. Total 547/- per annum. Mv eon- 
seienee is niiidi at ease in these ])artieiilaisj 
my friends need not blush l()r me. 

Ji'xius makes much and frequent use of 
interrou;atious: they are arms that may he ('asily 
turned against himself. 1 (toidd, hy malicious 
interrogations, disturb the ])eaee of llie most 
virtuous man in llie kingdom ; I could lake the 
decalogue, and say to one man, DitI you never 
steal? I’o the m-xt. Did you ne\er commit 
murder? And to Jt:\u s himself, who is ])ut- 
ting my life and conduct to the rack. Did \()\i 
ne\erhear lals(> witness against thy nelghhour ? 
Ju-Nu s must easily see, that unless he allirms 
the contrary' in his real name, soim* peoj)le who 
may he as ignorant of him as 1 am, will he apt 
to suspect him ofha\ing deviatial a little from 
the truth; thereliu'e let .Iunics ask no moie 
questions. You bite against a file: cease vij.'or. 

W. I) 


LiyjTKIl Ml, 

TO SUl WII.LIAM DItAPKH, KMGIIT OF TUF. BATH. 

> 1 R, 3 ^larrh, 17()}). 

An academical education has given 
you an unlimited command over the most 
beautiful figures of s])cech. Masks, hatchets, 

II '2 
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racks, and vipers dance tlirongli your letters ir 
nil the mazes of metaphorical conlhsion. These 
are tlie gloomy companions ol‘a disturbed imagi- 
nation; the melancholy madness of })oetry, with- 
out the ins])iration, I will not contend with 
you in point oi‘ composition. You are a scholar, 
Sir William, and, il‘ I am truly inibrmed, you 
write Latin with almost as much purity as 
English. Slider me then, for I am a plain un- 
lettered man, to continue that stile of interroga- 
tion, which suits my capacity, and to w^hich, 
considering the readiness of‘ your answers, you 
ought to have no objection. Even Mr. Binghy* 
promises to answer, if put to the torture. 

’ 'this 111, in, Ixino coiiunittcU hy llir conrl of kiiiL 
Bench for a conloinjit, \oluiilari!y made oatli, tlial lie would 
never answer interroi^atoncs, ullles^ he t-iiould he put to the 
torture, alitiiok, 

BinjjfU yw'as hy trade a bookseller ; and in thi eharacter here 
referred to, a \vitnehi> for the crown, in a cause* heUveen liovern- 
im*nt and Wilkc". It is diflieult to say for what ])urpo.so this 
man was ?«uh|Ki;iiaed on cither skU ; for his obslhiacy w^as so 
extreme, lhatlie could not he induced to answ'er the niter rota- 
tories addressed to him on the part either of the plaintiff or 
(h feiidant. It was on this account Ik. was committed to the 
Kini;’v Bench juison, where he continued as refractory as in 
the Bench nmrt — he w'as at length discharged, on the 

motion of die at nim y »jeiieral, williont any suhmission on 
his ow n part, fjoin ihcmnv idea that he had suflered severely 
eiinii^h for <*oiituma<*y.- See a further account of this 
transaction, Ji nus, l,ett< r xij. 
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Do you then really think that, it’ I were 
to ask a most lirtuoiis vmn whether he ever 
committed ihefit, or murder, it would disturb 
his peace of’ mind ? Such a question might 
perhaps discompose the giavity of’ his muscles, 
but I believe it would little atl’ect the tranquillity 
of’ his conscience. K\amine your own breast. 
Sir William, and you will discover, that re- 
proaches and ciKpiiries ha\ e no power to afflict 
cither the man of unblemisheil integrity, or the 
abandoned ])rofligate. It is the middle com- 
pound character which alone is vulnerable: the 
man, who, without firmness enough to avoid a 
dishonourable action, has f’eeling enough to be 
aslianied of’ it. 

I thank you for y<mr hint of’ the decalogue, 
and shall take an o]>j)ortunily of’ applying it to 
some of’your virtuous friemls in both houses 
of’parliainent. 

You seem to have droppctl the affair of’youi 
regiment; so let it rest. When you arc ap- 
pointed to another, I dare say you will not sell 
it either for a gross sum, or for an annuity 
upon lives. 

I am truly glad (for really. Sir William, 1 
am not your enemy, nor did I begin this contest 
with you*) that you have been able to clear 

* TIr* j3olilu*.s of Sir Wiiliani Draper were certainly not 
violent, and he appears to liave been rather a private friend of 

the: 
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yourscir of a crime, tlioiigh at the expence of 
tlie higliest indiscrclioii. You say that yoiit 
hall-])ay Avas jfiven you by way of pension. I 
will not dwell u])()ii the siiyiilarity of uniting 
in }'our own j)eison two sorts of provision, 
Avhieli ill their own nature, and in all military 


llir th.in ri jj.nliN.ui on t ithcr Mtlt' ttf the question. 

'J’lie lollouiii^ l< Her, |nil)liOji-(l l>y Inin in tlie Piihlic A(lverti>t i', 

111 the \(rv nnti.^l In^ #li-pnU' uitli .Ii mi.s, i.s In^lily 
e;\ to In^ Isiur.iiity, .ui(i .'^utlieient! y |nfAc'> the* truth of 
the a-> -t rtion of that he eonid not he, at least u|5on 

IsolitRal Sir NVilhtUu’.'. uu niy. 


ro Tllli PRINTFU. 


•• j K, CUjton, i'\ln'Ufn 1/ C//i, l?G!f 

If iht voieo of a uell-ineanin^’ indnjtlnnl (onMho 
iioard amuUt I lie elamitur, fnr\\ and luadiu* '^ of tlu tmio, 
would it aj»|K*ar too la-li and pve^iiinplintU" tn to the 

piihlie that an art of indeniiiily and ohliMon may U. inatU* i’or 
all pa^t traiisietioiis and oHoiiees, a> will with respeet to Air. 
\Viik«> tis to onr rolonK> ? Sneli salutary expedu'iit ' lune 
heeii oinhraeod hy the vvi^e^'t of nations; such ex])edu‘rits havt 
been made use of by our own, when the pn’olie eonfu^aai 
had arrived lo some \er\ daii;^eron> and al.n mm;;” eri-iN ■ anti 
I helu VI It needs not the t;ifl of jiropheey to foretel that some 
sni h ei isis is now approaeiim;;. Pi rhaj^s it will be more 
wi-sr. and praiM worthy lo iriake sneh an aet immcdialtly, m 
orde” io[>!”i \int 1 he ]n)>Ml)ihly (no. lo sa^ the ju’ohabilit} ) of an 
msiirrt eiion ai home ar.d m oiir depeiidenrics abroad^ than it 
will bi to be obliged to have recourse lo one after the miMhief 
biW bet ii done, and the kji;;doin luis groaned under all the 
miseries liiuL avarice, aiiibition, byqjucrisy, and madness, 

could 
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and parliamontarv views, are incoinj : til)le ; hut. 
I call upon you to ju *tiiy tliat dcclaia ‘(/u, where- 
in you chai*t]^e your Sovereii.,n willi liavinsv done 
an act in ) ^a\ our, Jiotoriously ao'ainst law. 

"J'ho hall-})ay5 hotli in Ireland and En^'land, is 
a])pro})riateil by parliament; and il* it be given 

iiiflici upon if. w‘\ii art of cfracr, in-Irninily, an.l 
‘)Mj\ion, was |)aNs«.(l at ilit* n’.storatMui of Is.inL» Charlts tli(' 
‘‘(■(■Olid; l)ul J will t<» si\ that hid mu h an act Ixa n 

=taM)nai>ly [)i-s(<l ni thr ri ii;n of In.s nnliap|>\ fatlur, fhi*ri\d 
war had lu t'ii f>ri vriif( »!, <nid lu* restoration had lie^'ii nece-^Miry 
It. js too late lo reeal! all tin* me >’.i“n; 4 ,*i rs and <'du:ls <.f wralii. 
Cannot the money lhat in luuv wasted in endlts^ and imitual 
jineeeiiUoiiN, and in ‘^to}>])in'^ the uioulh o\' (aie pei'-on, and 
opeiiinj; that of anoflur, he hetter ('mployed in erectin'.; a 
t< inplo to Concord lat .Mr WilkcN lay tiu* liiM nIoih , and 
Mich a <^l»nie as i lu/])'.* the lunidt in will not refu'i. lMa\ this 
]iarhain( Ilf , to ire la)rd ( larendon’N expresMon, hi' r.ill -d 
“ riu heah'i.;' jrailnmeut !” May onr foul wound.s l>e cleaosid 
an.l then c-e-ed ' 'fhe lai.;lish have hi' n a.s famous for ^oofl- 
n.ilin’e a for \alonr: let if not he said lliat sneli (jiiahtie.> are 
neraie'l mto >a\aoe fiiv»cily. If any of my friends m 
Lithrr hoir^. of le.;idatnre shall conilesei iul lo listen to ami 
jiicpro\c these lunU^ 1 shall think lhat 1 have not li\eil in 
\aui. 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 

Sir William, in rotuni, if he ever had any personal enmity 
a;ain''t Junil'.s, a])pears to have relinquished it eompletelv a 
short time alter the eonti st, if we inayjudot from the follow- 
ing^ anecdote j^iveii hy Mr, (.'aniphell inJuslife of lliii;!! Boyd, 
]). iSj. 

Some rnonlh> after the Letters of Jumls were pnhhslied 
collcetively, Boyd nu t Sir Mhlliam Drain;r at the frniiis court, 

w here 
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to persoiw who, like you, are legally incapable 
of holding it, it is a breach of law. It would 
have been more decent in yon to have called 
this dishononrablo transaction by its true name; 
a job to accommodate two persons, by particular 
interest and managentent at the castle. What 
sense must government have had of your 
services, when the rewards they have given y’^ou 
are only a disgrace to you ! 

And now. Sir William, I shall take my 
leave of yon for ever. Motives very diflerent 
from any apprehension of your resentment, 
make it impossible you should ever know me. 
In truth, you have some reason to hold your- 
self indebted to me. I’rom the lessons 1 have 
given you, you may collect a profitable instruct- 
ion for your future life. They will either teach 
you so to regulate your conduct, as to be able 
to set the most malicious inquiries at defiance ; 
or, if that be a lost hope, they will teach you 
prudence enough not to attract the public at- 
tention to a character, which will only ])ass 


llinr ar(|uajiitaiict.* ua.s orij4inri]|y rurnicd in tlu* year 
17 ()*.*, and a\ here (hcint;’ Ifotli ^Tcal leniiis players) they use<l 
often l(» inecl ; the eonversalion upon Jumi Sir 

Willi;. .n ohsorvtd, Thai thouj;!' Junius had treated him 
with otreine severily, lie now looked upon him as a very 
honest lellow ; that he freely f(«*gave him for the bitterness of 
his cenMnT>, and that there was no man with whom lie would 
more gladly di ink a bottle of old Burgundy/' 


EDIT. 
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witlioul censure, when it passes without obser- 
vation. 

JUNIUS. 

ft lia< been saul, I luJicve ti iily, that it was sionviicd 
to Sir WilJiiiiii l)ra|M r, as the n quest of Lord firanhv, that he 
should desist from writinjj^ in his F^ordship's dchnci*. Sir 
W’llliain ilra[»er certainly drew Jlmi s torward to say more of 
Lord (^^anhy^s ( harae^ter, than he originally intended. lie was 
reduced to the dilemma of either being totally .silenci'd, or of 
supporting bis first Utter. Whether Sir William had a right 
to reduce him to tln> tlilcinnia, or to call upon him for his name, 
after a voluntary attack on /iMside, arc (juestions submitted to 
tlic candor o(‘the pnlihc. — 'flic death of Lord (iranliy was la- 
mented by JuNiC'*. lie nndonbli dly owc'd some eonipi'risalions 
to the jniblic, and ^.-emed determiiud to ac([iiit liimself of 
them. In [irivale life, he was un(|iirs1ionably that good man, 
who, for the mtciH>t of Ins coiiiitry, ought to have been a great 
one. U'mum vit umfa<yU' dixrns ; — ma>ntu)n lihvHicr, I sjieak 
of liim iioiv without partiality; — I m\cr spoke of him with 
resentment. Ill'- mistake'-, m jnililic condiict, did not arise 
<ither from want ol’ sontiimn!. or want of judgment, but in 
genera! from the diffieulty of saying no to the bad people wlio 
^un■olllKled him. 

As for the rr^t , the friends of Lord (iraiiby dioniil m ineinher, 
that he himself thought proper to eondemn, leiraef, and tlis- 
avows by a mo.-t solemn deelaralion in the IIouvc uf Commons, 
that very s^^lelll of political eondnet, whieh .Ii mcs had held 
forth to the disapjH’ohation of the public. ^c ^lOR. 

'riiis look place .laiiuary the 30th, 1770, in a committee on 
the state of the nation, in whieh the aftair of the i\Jiddles('\ 
election was particularly iliscussed; and on which occasion tiu! 
Marquis of tiVanhy delivered himse lf as foUow^s: — 

“ ! am sorry I am «»bhgcd to declare myself agani'-t the 
motion; hut T cannot see what riglittliis J1oiim‘ can have to rc- 
ccivi- any person into it as a iremher excejit by the full choice of 
liis constituents. It was for want of considering the nice dis- 
tinction 
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TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE ifV G’EMTON. 

VIY LOni>, IS Minr!i, 

IJeforf you were ])Iace(l at tlic head 
of* afliiirs, it had been a n»a\im of the Kni>lish 
govcniincMit, not iniwilliiigly admitted by the 

tiiiclion bflwi’tn (xjml-ion luid incapiuMtation that T ‘;a\c my 
\i)U* lor llio of a iiK'inlA*!* who \vaf> not roturin^l ni tin' 

Ja^t >t‘'..*'ion of tlii> jjarlianKiiL ’flint votr I shail always lament 
a'* tlu* ;:^rt’aU M un^fortuiu* of my litb. I noM i-vc the Middle- 
sex tkn lion in another 111; ht : 1 now sec that thoiiL;h tins lloii'O 
has an iinfpic-n(»i>ahli* and loii”' t>tablidicil ni^bt to c\[)lI, vi'l 
tliat a ri^'bt to ineajiaeitalc i- Iodised only in the lc*L;'i^latiin‘ col- 
lectni'ly. 1 sec that I \va'. in an (‘rror, and I am n<»t asbannd 
to make (Ins jmblie diclarution of it, and j4i\e my voli* ibr the 
amcndinc nt.” 

'fbe belief of Ji \u lliat it was si^nilhd to Sir W. Ik 
as the reonest of I,orel (i.tbat he should desi>.t from wrilniL^ in 
his Lorddnyi’s defence/' is farther confirmed hy tlic followin:^: 
notice apjienderl to a letter on the snhjet'i oi‘ this lontroM rsy, 
si;^ried Aurelius, inserted in the Ruhhr Ad\erliiir, Ma.'ch II, 
J709. We must now bc^ leave to droj) tb.s dispute, as tlu 
printer has receivcfl a hint that its cuntiiniaiicc will he disaj^ree- 
fihle." 

Sir W. Draper, a'l far as Lord (j!ran]>y was mipheaterl, 
dropped tlu- siibjei i • tlioiii»h he subseqiienily wrote the I’ollow- 
mj*’ letti i' in di fi m i- of bis own conduct, in vvli.‘ b he again calls 
iipon Ji Ml to avow luni-elf. 

TO Tdr oiiryi'KK OF THE IHJIU.h. A r)\ E UTISEtl. 

Sill, difion, April I7(ii). 

A (h'litleman who sign' d lnm>elf An Udlf-pay 
^^libaficrUf has called uju n me to r-taiid forth iii the behalf of 

till 
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)>eo]>le, tliat every ungracious or severe exertion 
of the prerogative should be placed to the ac- 
count of tlie Minister ; but tliat wlienever an 

till- iimcli i;(»\v iiium liall-p:iy. Tie 

u> say, ileal I liavi- an vllrclual iix'tlioil of'l>LMiL; rrai/t/ 
siT\ ift -lilt' to the odirers of iiiy ivdiicctl ri j^imcul. I >lio(i!(l 
Jravo Ik'iu bappy in rcri'iMiii;, liy .i [H-i\ale letter, that j;xiitle- 
inaii’s idea ofreiu't tor them ; eoiild lia\e u i^la d he had made 
II v; ui a mort‘ aureiMhle mode ni‘ apjvluatum than a pnhlie 
iKW'paper; a'J unliu-kily the^e /// pvavocatrets are 

iinn’i a|)l to than r////e/i<7/ thedoire of domi'’ i>ootl, es- 

])ecially m hen they .ire aeeomp imed hy iinidioii-s reniclioiis, 
l)olh rasli and ill ioniuled : at im^-ent 1 am <|iiite at a lo^^ to 
hnd out hy uliat me.m-> a per-ion out ot‘ parliami nt, m ho has 
Ion;; retired from the xvoiUI, and wlio oi‘ course iia> Tait 

May huh* mlhienee or interest, ean be of iimeli iisc to tliosc 
‘'allaiit and di-tixs'ed i^eiitiemen ; to many of whom I have 
the ^I'i ati "t ohl:<j;a( ion*. ; ol‘ whieji I li,i\e n])on all 0(‘('asious, 
made the most puhlu* and grateful aekium ied^inciits ; nor was 
there the smalh si lu eessity to lew/re me m this loud manner to 
a lememhraiiei* <if their iinpurtaut ser\i4*es, alLhoiif^h the 
writer ha- been pleaded to ehari^e me uitli //«//; cas ; a 

iruisl hcarif im[)utatum I as n imjihes ini;TaliliKle towards those 
by whom I havt ht en so essentially assUted, anil to whom I 
am so imu'li iiuh hted (or my u^ood fortune : whieli however is 
not so i;ruii a^ tiie gentleman imamnes; he ImnM'lf forj^ets 
that the Spaniard-- have 'A\'-oft>i^<jt !»> pay the ransom. If he 
eovild quicken llieir iiu inmy, lusleail of mine, the ofiicera 
wotdd be more obliged to iiiin. 

T/ivir liravery has ;;iven me a eompclency, a iroldcn medio- 
crity, hilt not miu h aHhienee or luxury, w liieli i> a strang'er to 
my house as well as to my lhuut;hts ; and 1 here most solemnly 
deelare (notwithstanding' the./r//>e asacuiouti ol’ u Junius, who 
has told the world that 1 liad.yo/i/ the parluers of iny victory, 
and tlu n gravely icikcd me if 1 were not guilty of perjury) that 

uiy 
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act of grace or benevolence was to be perfornr- 
0(1, the whole merit of it shonld be attributed 
to the Sovereign himself’*. It was a wise doc- 

iny is im)\v Kss ilian wlini I first wont, to ^T.inilla. It 

islruf, tlidl it-' Ik iiij^- s<» jn l>y iiiy ouii clioict* : I am volunta- 
rily ii[»<ni an ctiuixaltiil for half-])ay ; and altlicUj^b I would 
jiiost \villin‘;ly Maud forth in tlu* .service of iny king and eenn- 
try, should the neet ssity of the times deuiaiid niy poor assist- 
anee, yet I would not again accept of an;y reginu.nt whatsoever, 
or interfere with the ])r< tensions of those officers, whose good 
fortune has been It "s than their inerits; and I here most 
solemnly declare, that I never received either from the J^itst 
India C’omjiaiiy, or from ilu Spaniards, direclly or indirci lly, 
any present or or any circunistanco of emolii- 

mint vvhatsuiver to the amount of five shilling'-, during the 
whole eouiNe of the expedition, or after ward.s, iny legal prize- 
money I \eej»lid. 'fill' S]>amar<ls know that I refused the sum 
of fifty tliousaiid jxmuds oflered me l>y the arehbishop, to miti- 
gate the terms of ilu ransom, and to reduce it to half a million, 
instead of a iv/inlc one: so that had I been disposid to have 
huH'h/ ,s(f/J the partners of my\ietory, avarice herself could 
iu>t have wislied for a rulier opportunity. 

The many base nismuatioiis, that have been of late thrown 
<)Ut to luy disadvantage iutht^pulihe pajiers, oblige nu' to have 
neoursc to tlie .-.aiiie ehaimel for my \ indieation ; and ilaltri 
Jiiysell’that the puhlie will he candid laio gh not to iin[)ut4* it 
to arrogance, vanity, or the impeiliiienee of egotism; and 
ho]K: tliat as inneh eredit wall he givin to the as-ertioiis of a 
man, who is rt'ady to stal his testimony witli lus hloi-wl, as to 
a wnter, vdio when repeatedly <'alle«' u(ioii to avow liiiiisi ir, 
and pcrson.illy inaml.mi Ins accusation, still skulks in the dark, 
or in the mean -nhUa fuge of a nuLsk. 

\V. D. 

^ Les rois iie se sout reserve que Ics graces. ILs n.uvount Ir- 
c ondemnations vers Jcurs ofiiciers. MoiUcnju/rtf, 



•UfNU'S. 


109 


trine, my Lord, and equally advantageous to the 
King and to his subjects ; lor while it preserved 
that suspicious attention, with which the ])eople 
ought always to examine the conduct of minis- 
ters, it tended at the same time rather to in- 
crease than to diminish their attachment to the 
person ot‘ their vSovereign. If there he not a 
fatality attending every measure you are con- 
cerned in, hy what treachery, or hy what ex- 
cess of folly has it iiajjpeneil, that tliose un- 
gracious acts, which have distinguished your ad- 
ministration, and which 1 doubt not were en- 
tirely your own, should carry with them a strong 
appearance of personal interest, and even of 
personal enmity in a quarter, where no such in- 
terest or enmity can he suj)})osed to exist, with- 
out the highest injustice and the Jiighest dis- 
honour? On the other hand, hy what judicious 
management have you contrived it, that the 
only act of mercy, to whicli you ever advised 
your Sovereign, far from adding to the lustre of 
a cliaracter, truly gracious and bene\olent, 
sliould he I'cceived with universal disapprobation 
and disgust? J shall consider it as a ministerial 
measure, because it is an odious one, and as 
your measure, my Lord Duke, because you are 
the minister. 

As long as the trial of this chairman was 
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de|)C'nilin"*, it was natural cnoupfli that govern- 
nu'iit should give him every possible encourage- 
ment and suj)port. I'he liononrable service for 
which he was liired, and the spirit with which 
he ])erformed it, made common cause beUveen 
your (irace and him. 'J'he minister, who by 
secret corruption invades the freedom of elec- 
tions, and the ruflian, who by 0])en violence de- 
stroys that, freedom, are embarked in the same 
bottom. They have the same interi'sts, and 
mutually feel lor each other. To do justice to 
y(Hir CJraee’s humanity, } on felt f()r Mac Quirk 
as you ought to do, and if’} on had been con- 
tented to assist him indirectly, without a noto- 
rious denial of justice, or openly insulting the 
sense of’ the nation, you miglit have satisfied 

♦ TIu tor tlu* < liclion, in wliit ii WilLts, 

ihoui^li an outlaw, wa.-s t’oiir liims iTtunictl throuj^li tin* raxnnr 
of iho popnlatT, wa-' roinliirU'd on lioili with lh(' utmost. 
Moioucf and <mlra',;o. 'I’lit court w.H the j>0])nlar parly 
had its f!oiniiiiltt‘c> and il> lured mobs. Mdward M'Quirk wa^ 
one of tlic jxTsoiN cnipltiyul in tlic iattcr capacity, and how 
rc'.olutcly h< fnlfillcd bis (.dice in hcadnii;' iu‘ of tlic court inob>^ 
may be collected from bis haviii;j;' Ixcn chiclly concerned in a 
fray, in which a man of the name of Clarke, bclon^in^j: to the 
u[»po.site mob, was killed. MH^.irk was committed to prison, 
and, on lu.> trial the jury found bun g'^ilty of nuirdcr, and lie 
Avas of course c oiuh iniicd to be executed. By the advice of 
the miriisU r, iiov. evi r, Ins iiiaje.sly interposed with his royal 
<frac(% and M‘Uuirk was |sardoiied. Eoir. 

6 
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evoiy duty of political frioiulship, without com- 
mitting tlic honour of your Sovcicign, or ha- 
zarding the reputation of his government. But 
wlicn this Linhajipy man had been solemnly tried, 
convicted and condemned ; — when it appeared 
that lie liad been irecpiently employed in the 
same services, and that no excuse lor him could 
be drawn either from the innocence of his former 
life, or the simjilicity ol‘ liis cliaracter, was it 
not hazarding too much to interpose tlie strength 
of the prerogalixe between this felon and the 
justice of liis country'^? You ought to have 

WhdaUaU, MardiW, iTiJO. III*. 1-is brt'ii f^ra- 

< loudly pk'JihC'U to Ins royal iiu ia y to I'ldvvard INLQuirk, 

ioiiiid ^ndty of tlic murder of (Marki^, as a]»tH‘ars by 

rovtil warraul to the tenor rollouin^-. 

(A.innii: \i. 

\ViiKHL,\s a do\il)t had ariM’u in Our Royal hria>t concern- 
in;;Mli«’ e\idenee ol' the dcatli ot* (ieor;;t’ Clarki’, i’nan the re- 
prex iitaliou^ of William Hronitield, Hsq. surgeon, and Solomon 
Starling', apulliecary ; both of horn, as has been rejnvsi ntod 
to I's, alleiidfd the deeeaseil before his death, and expressed 
their opinions that lie tlid not die of the blow i>e received at 
llreiitford : And ^vhcreas it aj)pears to I ’s, that neither of the 
said [)er-ons were produeed as uilne.sses u|)on the trial, thouj;h 
the said Soloiriun Starling’ had been examined before the cor- 
oner, and the only person called to prove that the death of the 
•iaid Loorge Clarke was oceasioneil by the said hlotv, vrasJuhn 
l\)ot, surgeon, who nc\cr saw the deceased till after his death; 
We thought lit thereupon to refer the said representations^ 
together with the report of the Recorder of Our city of London, 
of the evidence given by Richard ami WilJiain Ueale, and the 

said 
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known that an example of this sort was never so 
necessary as at present ; and certainly yon must 
have known that the lot t;oiild not have lallen 
upon a more guilty object. What system ot 
government is this ? Yon arc perpetually com- 
plaining of the riotous disj)Osition of the lower 
class of people, yet when the laws have given 
you the means of making an cvamplc, in every 
sense unexceptionable, and by far the most 
likely to awe the multitude, you pardon the 


-aid Jolm f'oot, on tlu, trial of Etlward Quirk, otlicru isc oaKctl 
J’.dwaid Kirk, <)t)ier\vi>t callt <1 1 ’klward IVEQuirk, for tlicnuinU'r 
ol'tlii' said ( larkt , to the maslor, wardens, and tlie rest of the 
rourt of c\tUninor> of llu’ Surgeons company, coininandni”; tlu*m 
liktaMso to take siuli further examination of tlit! said j)er>oiiv 
VO rt prcseniini;', and of said John Juxit, a> they ini^iit think 
nece.vsary, to;j;^rtlur with Ui<.‘ [iremisbo al>ovenKiitioii(*d, to form 
and report tou.s their opinion, Whether it did or did not ap- 
pear to vheni, that the said George (Jarke died in eon-eijuenet 
of the blow he received in the not at Brentford (»n the 8 lh of 
December Uist.^’ And the >aid court of cxaininer.v of the 
8 iirj 4 COiis company baviiitf thereupon rt ported to I 's tln ir 
opinion, ''That it did not a]»pt*ar them that la* ditl M’t* 
have thoiv^dit jiroper to extend Our n yal nuacy to Itiin tlic 
said Edv\ard Quirk, otherwise l^dward Kirk, otiu rwise called 
Eduard M'Quirk, and to ^raiu him Our free jiardon for the 
Murder of the said Geoi i^e ( Jarke, of winc h he has been found 
guilty : Our will and plea^'iiiT then-fore is, That lie the said 
Edward Quirk, otherwise called Edward KtIl, otheru i.sc called 
Edward INJ ‘Quirk, be inserted, for the said murder, in our first 
and next s^eneral pardon that shall c ome out for the poor cun - 
\icts of Newj^ate. uithout any couditic^n whatsoever ; and that 
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offence, and are not ashamed to give the sanc- 
tion of government to the riots you complain 
ofj and even to future murders. You arc partial 
perhaps to the military mode of execution, and 
had ratlicr see a score of tliesc wretches butcher- 
ed by the guards, than one of them suffer death 
by regular course ol' law*. How does it happen, 
niv T.ord, that, in yowr hands, even the mercy 
of the prerogative is cruelty and oppression to 
the subject.^ 

The mea'^ure it seems was so extraordinary, 
that yon thought it necessary to give some 
reasons lor it to the public. Let them be fairly 
examined. 

1. You say that yiesars. lironifield and Star- 
ling xvere not examined at Mae QnirJds trial. I 
will tell your CJi-aee w'hy they W'cre not. They 
must have been examined upon oath ; and it 

in the* mean tiniu yon take bail for Ins a|)]>earanct‘, ni older to 
plead Our said pardon. And for so eloiiuj this shall be your 
w arrant. 

(iivon at Oiir ( (‘iirt at St. James’s the lOth day of iVIarcIi, 
I7bfb hi the niiilh year of Onr rcii'n. 

lly his MajCfctv’s coniinaiMl, 

To Our trusty and well beloved James KOCIirORD. 

Eyre, Esq. Recorder of Our city ul 
London, the Slicvills of (.)nr saul 
city and county of Midillcsex, anti 
all others whom it may cuiiceni. 

* See tins siibjtet farther touched upon in Miscellaneoui 
Letters., No. XXIV r.Dir. 

VOL. I. 
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was foreseen, that their e\'idence would either 
not benefit, or might be prejudicial to the pri- 
soner. Otherwise, is it conceivable that his 
counsel should neglect to call in such material 
evidence ? 

You say that Mr. Foot did not see the de- 
ceased until ajter his death. A surgeoii, my Lord, 
must know very little of his jn ofession, it, upon 
examining a wound, or a contusion, he cannot 
determine whether it was mortal or not. — While 
the party is alive, a surgeon will be cautious of 
pronouncing ; whereas, by the death of the pa- 
tient, he is enabled to consider both cause and 
efiect in one view, and to speak with a certainly 
confirmed by experience. 

Yet we are to thank your Grace for the es- 
tablishmcnt of a now tribunal. Your inguisiiio 
jJost mortem is unknown to the laws of England, 

I and does honour to your invention*. I'he only 

Tluh seultnce in a iKrfe to one of tlic edition:, of tlif 
l,t tiers oi .JoMi s is s.iu! U> ha\e no correct mciniii};. “.Ti nils,'” 
'■a3's tile commentator, “ Uiou',;hl that he had hit upon a for 
cible and quaintly allusive expression, hastily used it, and 
hluiidend into iioii-tnse in the use." The reader however 
shall now deteiniinc whether it is the author or the commen- 
tator w ho has blumlei ed into nonsente. 

'the expression i.-, in fact, pcrliclly correct, ihoujjh liable to 
be iiiisundcrstuod without some attention. Every coroner’- 
iiupust. indeed, except in the cases of sliip- wreck and treasure- 
trove, is, v.lun exerci-ed judicially, an inquisuio poit moiiem; 
tint It can only lake [dace super vomn corporis, “ on 

the 
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material objection to it is, tliat if Mr. Foot’s 
evidence was insuflScient, because iie did not 
examine the wound till after the death of the 
party, much less can a negative opinion, given 
by gentlemen who never saw the body of Mr. 
Clarke, cither before or after his decease, autho- 
rize you to supersede the verdict of a jury, and 
tlie sentence of the law. 

Now, my Lord, let me ask you, Has it never 
occurred to your Grace, wliile you were with- 
drawing this desperate wretch from that justice 
which the laws Iiad awarded, and which the 
whole people of England demanded against him, 
that there Is another man, who is the favourite 
of his country, whose pardon would have been 
accepted with gratitude, whose pardon would 
have healed all our divisions* ? Have you quite 

the sight of liu’ curp.se or dead body y* on the spot where the 
death wdn produced ; and by a jury sninmoned from the 
neighbour hoot 1. In the instance before us none of these con- 
stitutional refpiisites, were attended to; and Junius might 
hence remark with tlie strictest accuracy, a.s well as tlie keenest 
irony. Your inqiiisitio post mortem is unknown to the laws of 
blngkind. EDIT. 

* John Wilkes, formerly, and before the duke of Grafton 
had abandoned the party of Lord Chatham, and had forined 
a party for himself, was one of his Grace's most confidential 
friends. He was at this time confined in tlie King's Bench 
prison, having surrendered himself to the jurisdiction of the 
court of this name, by which the sentence of outlawry had 
been pronounced against him. The immediate cause of the 

j o ministerial 
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forgotten that this man was once your Grace’s 
friend ? Or is it to murderers only that you will 
extend the mercy of the crown ? 

These are questions you will not answer, 
nor is it necessary. The character of your 
piivate liic, anti the uniform tenour of your 
public conduct, is an answer to them all. 

JUNIUS. 


ITTTCIl IX. 

TO Ills CiltACi: THE DURE OF CllAFTON. 

.MY LOUD, \0 April, 

1 ii.vvn so good an opinion of your 
Grace’s eliscernmcnt, that when the autlior ol' 

nni'J.slLrial oi’ ilu* zeal witli wliicli lie 

hafl the calMucl, ami esixrially the <;rliuiii 

and d'>;^ra( e in uhieli the nmiidry had involvtd themselves by 
isMiin;;' a m ntral Manant to seize all the papers and ])ersons 
f)l' whcunsorver they i^usjuctcd to ho eoncerned in writincf the 
lurty-hlth nuinlH-r of tlie faniou> political and jieriodioal iiupcr 
called the iNorlh IJriUm, a joint publication of John Wilkes, 
('Iiarles CJmrchill, and Lord Tcnudr. The (lue.^ti on of general 
’Warrants was heri by necessarily hroc ht btforo the public, 
'rile pn|)iilar rt seiitnient was roused against the abettors of sncli 
a nieasurt to the highest point of irascibility ; and Wilkes, 
upon tin iu‘\t general election that ensued, was ehosi ii member 
of parli 'Uienl for the county of ^Middlesex, not wilhstandin" 
his c)utl;uvr\, a proof of the utter eonbjmjit in which the 
ministry w( ir at thi^ lime hdd hy the nation, rather than out 
of any })ersonal reoani for Wilkcr. Iiiim-elf, who.'-c own iniS' 
conduct must otherwise have bun the rum of him. ldit. 
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tlie vindication of your conduct assures us, that 
Jic writes ffoiii his own mere molion, without 
the least authority from your Grace*, 1 should 
be I'cady enough to believe him, but for one latal 
mark, which seems to be fixed u2)on every 
measure, in which either your personal or your 
political character is concerned. — Your first at- 
tcin))t to sup))ort Sir William Proctor ended in 
the election of Mr. Wilkes; the second ensured 
success to Mr. Glynn. 'J'he cxtraorditiary step 
you took to make Sir .lames I.owtiiei- lord para- 
jnount of Cumberland, has ruined his interest 
in that county fin’ evert. The House List of 
Directors was cursed with the concurrence of 
governmentt ; and even the miserable Dingley 
coidd not esca])e the n)isfbrtune of your Grace’s 
j)rotcction§. With this iim'lijrm experience 

lie allutlus to a t oontainint^ a and lal)fnin‘d 

Miulicatioii nrihc Duke ol’ ( rpaflon, attributed to the ]>en of Mr. 
J^dwartl \\\stou, writer of tlit (iazetle. l urr. 

I See note upon the Tsiilliiin Teinpn<; bill, Jlniis No, 
ivn. in wliieli the eont^‘^t between Sir. Tames Lowtber and tile 
Duke of l^lrtIalld is dt't.uled at laro-e. rmr. 

t At tlii.s j)enod the whole four aial twenty direetorN were 
annually ebosen, and h u t^f ntlerneu, whose names were not 
iri.serted in the house li'.t, wen* ek c ted, notwithstaridini^ the 
iiitluenee of o'o\ eminent was exerted in its support, edit. 

§ This unfortunate person had been persuaded by the Duke 
of Craft on to set up for Middle.se\', hi.s Grace bciri*** deter- 
mined to seat him in the I louse of Commons, if he had but a 
single vote. It liapjHucd uiiliiekily, that he could not prevail 

upon 
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before us, we are authorized to suspect, that 
when a pretended vindication of your principles 
and conduct in reality contains the bitterest re- 
flections upon both, it could not have been 
written without your immediate direction and 
assistance. The author indeed calls God to 
witness for him, witli all the sincent) , and in 
the very terms of an Irish evidence, io the best 
of his hioxckdge and helitg'. My I.ord, you 
should not encourage these appeals to heaven. 
The pious Prince, from whom you are supposed 
to descend, made such frequent use of them in 
his public dcclaratioiis, tliat at last the people 
also found it necessary to a])peal to heaven in 
their turn. Your administration has driven ns 

into circumstances of equal distress ; ^l)eware 

at least how you remind us of the I'emcdy. 

You have already much to answer lor. You 
have provoked this unhappy gentleman to ])lay 
the fool once more in pid)lic life, in spite of his 
years and infirmities, and to shew us, that, as 
you yourself are a siugul-ir instance of youth 
without spirit, the man who ’efends you is a no 
less remarkable example of age without the 
benefit of experience. To follow such a. writer 
I minutely would, like his own periods, be a 
{ labour without end. The subject too has been 

Upon any onr freehoMt r to put hinn in nomination, ami it 
with (lifliculty iic escaped out of the hands of the populare. 
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already discussed, and is sufficiently understood. 
I cannot help observing, however, that, when 
the pardon of Mac Quirk was the principal 
charge against you, it would have been but a 
decent compliment to your Grace’s understand- 
ing, to have defended you upon your own 
])rinciplcs. What credit does a man deserve, 
who tells us plainly, that the facts set forth in 
tiic King’s proclamation were not the true 
motives on which the pardon was granted, and 
that he wislies that those chirurgical reports, 
which first gave occasion to certain doubts in 
the royal breast, had not Ijeen laid before his 
Majesty. You see, my Lord, that even your 
friends cannot defend your actions, without 
changing your principles, nor justif}' a deliberate 
measure of go\'ernmcnt, without contradicting 
the main assertion on which it was founded. 

The conviction of Mac Quirk had reduced 
you to a dilemma, in which it was hardly 
possible for you to reconcile your political 
interest with your duty. You were obliged 
cither to abandon an active useful partisan, 
or to protect a felon from public justice. With 
yoiir usual spirit, you preferred your interest to 
every other consideration ; and with your usual 
judgment, you founded your determination upon 
the only motives, which should not have been 
given to the public. 
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I have frequently censured Mr. Wilkes’;? 
conduct, yet your advocate reproaches me with 
having devoted myself to the service ol' sedition, 
lour Grace can best inform us, for which of 
Mr. Wilkes’s good qualities yon first honoured 
him with your friendship, or how long it was 
before you tliscov'ered those had ones in him, at 
which, it seems, your delicacy was offeackd. 
Reniemher, my I.ord, that 3 011 continued }our 
connexion with i\Ir. Wilkes long after he had 
bei:n convicted of' those crimes, which you have 
since taken ])ains to rcjtrcseut in the l)lacke;jf 
colours of blasphemy and treason. How un- 
lucky is it, that the first instance you have 
given us of a scrupulous regard to decorum i.s 
united with the breach of a moral obligation! 
For iri}^ own part, my Lord, I am ])roud to 
afKrin, that, if' I had been weak enough to form 
such a friendship, I would never haw been base 
enough to betray it. But, let Mr. Wilkes’s 
character be what it may, this at least is certain, 
that, circumstanced as he is with regard to the 
public, e? cn liis vices plead fbr’iiin. The people 
of England have too much discernment to sufler 
your Grace to take advantage of the failings 
of a private character, to establish a precedent 
by which the pul)lic liberty is affected, and which 
you may hereafter, with equal ease and satisfac- 
tion, employ to the ruin of the best men in the 
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kingdom. Content yourself, my Lord, witli 

the many advantages, wincli the unsullied purity 

of your own character has given you over your 

unhappy deserted friend. Avail yourself of all 

the imt()rgiving piety of the court you live in, 

and bless (lod tliat you “ are not as otijer men 
»/ 

arc ; extortioners, inijiist, adulterers, or even 
as tin’s publican/’ In a lieart xoid of feeling, 
tile laws of honour and good lailli may be violated 
with ini])iinity, and there you may safely indulge 
yonr genius. Hut the laws oi luigland shall not 
be violated, even by your lioly zeal to oppress a 
siniier; and thoiigli you have succeeded in 
making him the tool, you shall not make him 
the victim of } our ambition. 

JUNIU?!. 


LETTEVx X, 

TO MR. EDWARD WESTON. 

SlU, 21 ^pril, 1769. 

I SAID yon Avero an old man without 
the benefit of experience- It seems you are 
also a volunteer with the stipend of twenty 
commissions* j and at a period when all pro- 

* Under the presumption that the pamphlet alluded to in 
the preceding letter, entitled a Vindication of the Duke of 
Grafton/^ was written by Mr. Weston, and which was avowedly 
4 defended 
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spects are at an end, you are still looking 
forward to rewards, which you cannot enjoy. 

defended by the author, whoever he was, in the Public 
Advertiser, under the sijrnalurc of a Volunteer in the Govern- 
nicnl’s Serviee,’* tlic followinj^ short letter, addressed to'that 
5 ;enlleman, obviously from the |>en of Junius, .appeared in 
the same paper, 

TO Tilt: RIGIir HON. FXm^ARD WESTON. 

SIR. ril 20, 1160. 

Your a>e, ihoiT^h oppressed with bodily and mental 
infirmities, whi'di, for the world’s edification, yon ha\e 
pubhdicd to it, demands some respect, or the cause you have 
embarked in, vviuild entitle you to none. The last glimmer' 
mg', of y>ur expiring tajier, however, do your hero no honour ; 
and I fear the principle that has kindled it obtains you no 
ircdit. You are a privy eoiniNellor m Ireland, writer of the 
tiazette, (Comptroller of the salUoUjci', a clerk of the signet, 
and a pensioner on the Irish establishment : such is the 
Volunteer ' And you may reinenihcr when yon were under 
secretary of stale, the diMsion of JiOO/. among the people left 
to your discretion, of which you modc:illjj claimed 400/. for 
yourself. So honest, s<i upright, and so disinterested is the 
7nan ' Let JoNirs ht the dirtf^ rascal you call liim, I know, 
you know, and llu' world knows, mlnU .ou arc. Cai ro. 

lliis letter ]iro(luc('d a short reply»^ from the Volunteer, 
in which he denies that Mr. Weston is the author of the 
pamphlet, or of the letters under that signal ore ; and one from 
Poetikasios, who attacks Jcnu s in 'he followuig w'ords : 

“ You coiiclud(' your despicable vindication of an honour 
which you tlo not po.ssess, by asserting ‘ that you are a master 
111 the art of representing the treachery of the minister, and 

liic abused 4iiini?!icity of a ’ Villain ! of whom ? You, 

wlio 
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No man is better acquainted with the bounty of 
government than you are. 

ton impudence, 

Temeraire vieillard, aura sa recompense. 

But I will not descend to an altercation 
either with the impotence of your age, or the 

who write under the name of Jrxius, are a base scoun- 
drel. You lie; and you may find out wlio j^ivesyou tlic lie.’* 
These letters ota'asioned the under written answer; — 

TO TtlE RIGHT HON. EDWARD WES'I’ON. 

April 21, 17G9. 

The old fox has been unkennelled, hut is ashamed of his 
stinkinpr tail. Either several people of int(‘lli{;cncc and con- 
sideration have been grossly deceived, or our doughty Volunteer 
declares upon his honour an untruth. I cannot believe a 
misinformation, unless the world should have thought that no 
impertinent, expectant, old fellow, could have been Ibiind to 
ihspatcli so lame an errand but you. 

You seem ashamed of your generous distribution : I applaud 
your modesty ; but it shall not be at the expense of truth- 
You did claim 400/. out of biyOL for your otinself ; and there 
are, I suppose, at leaMt half a dozen people who can attest it. 
And you shall find that I dare say something else to your 
mortification, if you suppose the world is not heartily tired of 
you, your petulance, and your crudities. 

I don*t believe the governors of Bedlam indulge their 
patients with news-pai>crs, or I should have supposed that 
Poetikustos had obtained his genteel n^idcncc there. The poor 
raving creature bawls aloud for swonls and pistols, and requires 
the last argument instead of the best,* The public has pro- 
nounced upon his reason the judgment of Pelo de se, from his 
own pen ; — I am so impressed with humanity as to wish the 
coroner may not have the trouble of j)assing the same sentence 

upon 
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peevishness of your diseases. Your pamphlet*, 
ingenious as it is, has been so little read, that 
the public cannot know how far you have a 
right to give me the lie, wititout the following 
citation of your own words. 

Page G — ‘ 1, That he is persuaded that the 
motives, wliich he (Mr, Weston) has alledgcd, 
must a|)pear fully sullicient, will) or without the 
o})inious of the surgeons, 

‘ 2, That those very motives must have been 
tlie foundation, on which the Karl of Ilochford 
thougl)t pro|)er, kc. 

‘ 3, That he cannot but regret that the 
Karl of Koehford setans to have thought proper 
to lay the chirurgitad reports before the King, 
ill preference to all the other sullicient moti\ cs,’ 
&c. 

Let the public determine whether this be 
defenditig government on tlieir principles or 
your own. 


iij)on his pcr*50ii frcdii hi'? 'iMTutl. I should, however, pity the 
« ,1 LMi s, who well .'hv't rves the tijcUiks of the in(le|>rii- 
flont public, if hi‘ was oblij^ed to take notice of every fool, 
syco])haut, and hully. Curro. edit. 

* It 1 ^ jXHMhle Ji MI S, thuujj^h his inform dlh n was generally 
accurate, was incorrect iii attriliutin^ this pamphlet to Mr. 
Weston. For, in a letter inserted hy Mr. Weston in the 
Public Advert XT a few nionths afterwards, Octolxir 11, he 
solemnly cleiues his having written this and a variety of 
pamphlets and letters attributed to him. 2t»iT. 
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Tlie style and language you have adopted' 
are, I conl'ess, not ill suited to the elegance of 
your own manners, or to the dignity of the 
cause you have undertaken. Every common 
dauber wi'ites rascal and villain under his pic- 
tures, because the pictures themselves have 
neither character nor resemblance. But the 
works of a master require no index. His fea- 
tures and colouring are taken from nature. The 
impression they make is immediate and uni- 
form; nor is it possible to mistake his charac- 
ters, whether they re])rescnt the treachery of a 
minister, or the abused simplicity of a King. 

JUNIUS. 
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TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OP GRAFTON. 

J(Y I.OKI), 21 /Ipiil, 17«i" 

The system you seemed to iuive 
adopted, when Lord Chatham une\])ectedly left 
you at the head of affairs, gave us no promise 
of that uncommon exertion of vigour, which 
has since illustrated your character, and dis- 
tinguished your administration. Ear from dis- 
covering a spirit bold enough to invade the first 
rights of the people, and the first iii’inciplcs ot“ 
the constitution, you were scrupulous of exer- 
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cising even those powers, with which the exe- 
cutive branch of the legislature is legally in- 
vested. Wc have not yet forgotten how long 
Mr. Wilkes was suffered to appear at large, nor 
how long he was at liberty to canvass for tlic 
city* and county, with all the terrors of an 
outlawry hanging over himt. Our gracious 

* Prior to his ofltTiiig himself for tlie county of IVIitldlcsex, 
Wilkes had become a candidate for the metropolis, and it wa^ 
ill ot»nscquence of his failure in the city, that he pressed for- 
wards to the county. I’lie populace, in both cases, were so 
numerously and .so violently attached to him, that many 
^criou-, riots were the coriscquciice — aod so outrageous were they 
in two or throe iriAauces, that the court party strenuously 
a*..serU <l that the <il y and oven the palaee itself were not free 
from danger. Of the.'^e noN, the two most serious tlial 
oceiuTcd, were on the mefting of parliament, when the 
populace surroiuiddl ilic King's Bench prison from an expec- 
tation of .seeing Wilkes, who had then been derted member for 
INIiddlcsex, liberated, iii order to lake bis scat in the senate, 
in the course of which several persons were killed by the 
firing of the military ; and on the coiiiiler address to that of 
lilt* city being carried to St. James’s by those who were 
deputed for this j)urpu.se; on wlu:h last occasion the riot act 
was read at the palace gate, and Lord Talbot, tiie lord-steward, 
had his staff of ollict* broken in his hand, edi r. 

t As Junius was extremely severe in Ins censures on Lord 
Mansfield, it is deemed a mere act of ju-iice to extract a part 
of hi' lofdship's spceeli on the reversal oi* Mr. Wilkt^s'^^ out- 
lawry, by whidi it vvill appear, such was tlie temper of the 
times, that the chief justice was even privately threatened 
upon the occasion, should hi.s flcrisUiii of the cause he in 
opjiosition to the popular opinion of the day. The extract 
3 IS 
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Sovereign has not yet forgotten the extraordi- 
nary care you took of his dignilj. and of tlie 

IS well worthy the reader’s perusal, as a specimen of eloquence 
not often equalled, and rarely excelled; it forms the conclusion 
of his address. 

1 have now "oiic thr«)ll^h the sevt Ttil errors as>igned by 
the defendant, and which have been ingeniously ariJ’ued, and 
confidently relied on by his counsel at the bar; I have 
iny sentiments upon them, and if upon the wli(>le, after 
the closest attention to what ha> been said, and willi the 
‘'troii‘re.''t inclination in favour of the defendant, no arguments 
which ha\e been urged, no cu.^es whn h ha\e been cited, no 
reasons that occur to me, are sutlicu nt to salisty me m my 
conscience and judgment tlialthis outlawry should be reversed, 
1 am bound to affirm it— and here let me make a jiausc. 

“ Many aiguments have been suggtMed, both m and out of 
court, upon the consequences of establishing this outlawry, 
either as they may atK*ct the detendant as an individnal, or the 
public 111 general. As to the first, whatever tlu*y may be, the 
defendant has brought tliein upon himself; they are inevitable 
consequences of law arising from his own act ; if the penalty, 
to winch he is thereby subjected, is mure Ilian a punidimcnt 
adequate to the enuie he has committed, he should not have 
brought himself into this unfortunate predicament, by ll^dng 
from the justice of his country; he thouglit pmper to do m.>, 
and he must take the fruits of his own conduct, Jio\vcv<‘r bitter 
and unpalatable they may be; and although we may bchcartil;y 
sorry for any person who has brought liimself into this situation, 
it is not in our power, God forbid it should ever be in our 
power, to fleliver him from it; we cannot ]ircvent tlie judg- 
ment of tlie law by creating irregularity in the proceedings ; 
we cannot prevent the consequences of tliat judgment by 
pardoning the crime; if the deteiidunl has any preteii-ions to 
mercy, those pretensions must be urged, and that power 
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safety of liis person, when, at a crisis which 
courtiers affected to call alarming, you left the 

cxcroiscd iu another placo^ where the c^^n^tltutloll has wisely 
and ntHCssarily vested it: the crown will jndjj^e for itself; it 
does not 1)( ioniT to ii> to interfere with piini>lunent, wx- li:i\c 
only to dcelare. the law ; none of us had any concern in the 
jiroscculion of this business, nor any wisiies upon ttie event of 
It ; it w as not our fault that the defi ndanl was prosecuted for 
the libels upon which lie liU" been C(»n\ leted ; I took no sliare 
in another place, in the measures wbieh were taken to prosceute 
linn for one of them ; it w^as not our fault that he was con- 
victed; it was not our fault that he tied; it was not our fault 
that he was outlawed ; it was not our f.iult that he rendered 
himself up to ju^tice; none of us revived the prosecution 
ajja list him, nor could any one of us stop that prosecution when 
It w'as revived ; it is not our fault if thi re are not any error.- 
U])on the record, nor is it in our powxr to create any if then' 
arc none; wo are hound liy our oath and in our coriscnnces, 
to give .such a judgment as llie law will warrant, and as our 
reason can prove ; sucli a judgment as we must stand or fail 
by, in the opinion of the present times, and of posterity; in 
doing it, therefore, we must have regard to our reputation 
us honest men, and men of skill and knowledge comjietent to 
the stations we hold; no considerations whatsoever should 
midcad us from this great object to which we ever ought, 
and 1 trust, ever shall direct oiir attenti^'n. Ihit const qucnccs 
of a public nature, reasons of state, political orie.s, have been 
strongly urged, (private anonymous letters sent to me, I shall 
pas.s over) open avowed publications which liavc been judicially 
iiotictd, and may therefore be mentioned, have endeavoured 
to influence or intimidate the court, and so prevail iipiJii us to 
trifle and prevaricate with' God, our consciences and the 
public : it has been intimated that consecjucnces of a frightful 
nature will flow from the establishment of this outlawry; it 1$ 

said 
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metropolis exposed for two niglits together, to 
every species of riot and disorder. 'I'he security 

tlu- pioplc* t'xpcct the reversal, that the temper ol* the 
times tleniaml it, that the inullituile will have it so; that the 
eontiimatiori of the outlawry m hill foree, will not ho eniluretl ; 
that the execution of the law upon the <kfen«lant will be 
rosi^sied ; tlK^c are aviiii incuts which will not w'ci^h a feather 
with me. If m-jurrection and rebellion arc to folhw our 
dt termination, we have not to answer for the (‘onstcpieiices, 
ihoun’h we >hould be tlic innocent cause — we eau only say 
rial jimitla mat ca lum. ; we shall discharge our duty without 
e\]iectations of approbation, or the apprehensions of censiiri*; 
if we are subjected to the latter iinjiiMly, we mu't submit to 
it; we cannot prevent it, w'c will take cave not to deserve it. 

I h; mu^l l>e a weak man indeed who can be staggered by such 
.1 Consideration. 

“^The misapprehendon, or the misrepresentation of the igiu> 
rant or the wucked, the Alaalai Infamia, W'hich is the coiise- 
ejuenee of both, are equally indiflerent U), unworthy the 
attention of, and inea])able of making any impression on men 
of firmness and intrepidity. — ^Those w'ho imagine judges are 
capable of being innuenced by such nnw'orthy, indireet mcaii'-, 
most grossly deceive themselves; and for my own part I triisU 
that my temper, and the colour and conduct of iny life, have 
clothed me with a suit of armour to shield me I'rom such 
arrows. If I have ever siipporttnl the King's measures; if I 
have ever allbrded any assKstance to government ; if I have 
ilischarged my duty as a public or private character, by 
endeavouring to preserve pure and perfect the principles of 
the constitution, maintaining, unsullied, the honour of the 
courts of Justice, and by an upright administration of, to give 
a due cIRct to the laws, J have hitherto done it without any 
other gift or reward than that must pleasing and most honour- 
able one, the conscientious conviction of doing what was right. 

VOL. I. K I do 
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of the royal residence from insult was thca 
suflicieiitly jn'ovidcd tor in Mr. Conway’s firm- 

I (lo lint aflcct to scoin tho i*]>inion of mvinkind ; I wish 
Ciinicstly fol’ pojiiiltinty ; I will vn.k aiwl will have popularity; 
hut 1 will tfJJ y(»u how 1 will obtain it; I will have that 
pojnilaiity wlucli rollow ^ and not tliat whiHi is run after. It 
is not the applause of a day ; it not the hu//as nf thoiisamU 
that can ejive a inonieiit’s salL'dartmu to a ratumal beinji ; that 
Ilian’s iiiind iiiunt mdeed be a weak one, and his ambition ol 
a nio>t dejiravcd sort, who < an he eaptnaled l)y siidi wrrti hed 
allnieinent>, or s.itished with ‘-ih h momentary ^Tatifuatioris. 
I say with tlic' Ih^maii «»ralor^ and can say it with as much 
truth as he did, ' hac auimo semper f)(i, iii invidiaiu 

virtuic [xntam, von infanaam pntarun Jhit the 

thrcdl" have Ik ( n earned further; jiersonal violen(‘c has been 
denoiuired, unless j ubhe humour he eoinplied with; I do not 
f<\irsiich tlireat^ ; 1 do not hdievc there is any rea'=mi to icar 
them : it nor the genius of the worst of men in tin- woist of 
iiinoN to proceed to such shocking extremities : Inil if such an 
event should hapjicn, let it l»c so; even such an event might 
be productive of wliolcsoine clfocts ; such a stroke might rousr 
the better part of the nation from their lethargic coiidiliun to 
a stale c»f activity, to assert and execute the law, and pnnisJi 
the daring and impious hands which had violated it ; and those 
who now supinely behold the danger which threatens all 
lihiTty, from the most abandoned hcentiousiuss, iniglit, by 
such an event, be aw'akiaied to a sense of their situation, as 
dr-mkeii nun an- oftentimes sluniinl into sobriety. If the 
security of our person^ and our propel ^y, of all we hold dear 
and valuable, are to deptnd i pon tlic caprice of a giddy 
multirndc, or Jo tic at the dispasal of a giddy mob ; if, iu 
Coffiphance with the humours, and to a]>pease the clamours 
oftho^c, all civil and political institutions are to be disregarded 
or overthrow ib life somewhat moie than sixtj^ is not worth 

preservirifi; 
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ness’^ and Lord Weymouth’s discretion j wliilc 
the prime minister of Great Britain, in a rural 
retirement, and in the arms of faded bcuutyt, 
had lost all memory of his So\ ereign, his country 
and himself. In these instances you might have 
acted witli vigour, for you would have had the 
sanction of the laws to support you. The 
friends of government might have defended you 
without shame, and moderate men, who wish 
well to the peace and good order of society, 
Jiiight ha\'e had a pretence fur aj)plauding your 
conduct. But these it seems were not occasions 
worthy oJ‘ your Grace’s intcqjosition. You re- 
ser\’ed the proofs of your intrepid spirit lor trials 
of greater hazard and importance; and now, 
as if the most disgraceful relaxation of the execu- 

ini; at such a price, and he can never die too .‘^oon 
who lays down Ins life in .support and vindication of the policy, 
the wovcrnincnl and the constitution of hi.s country/’ ldit. 

^ Tlic lion, Henry Seymour Conway was brother to Loid 
Uerlford, and father of the present Mrt^. Danier, who cop'd- 
tiites indeed liis only issue. lie had enjoyed sever;*! places of 
hif^h rank and confidence at court duriii!:;' the beginning* of his 
Majoty’s rci^n, but was .strij>pc<l of them all by the Duke of 
(Jrafton, in con.so«|ucnce of having* voted in the lower hou^e, in 
op[)osilion to ^ovciTiuicnl, upon the question of General 
Warrants. He was a man of an indei)endent mind, but often 
w avering in Ins opinion, and like his favourite cousin, Horace 
Walpole, much allaclied to literature and the fine arts. edii'. 

t llic duke of Grafton was, at tliat time, livings with the 
celebrated Maiicy Parsons, afterwards Lady Maynard. Eorr. 

K 2 
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tive authority had given you a claim of credit 
to indulge in excesses still more dangerous, you 
seem determined to compensate amply for your 
fbrmer negligence; and to balance the non-exe- 
cution of the laws with a breach of the constitu- 
tion. From one extreme you suddenly start 
to the other, without leaving, between the 
weakness and the fury of the passions, one 
moment’s interval for tJie tirinness of the under- 
standing. 

These observations, general as they are, 
might easily be exlended into a fiiithfid history 
of your (i race’s administration, and perhaps 
may be the employment of a future hour. But 
the business of the present moment will not 
stiller me to look back to a series of events, 
wliich cease to be interesting or important, be- 
cause they are succeeded by a measure so sin- 
gularly daring, that it excites all our attention, 
and engrosses all our resentment. 

Your patronage of Mr. Luttrcll has been 
crowned with success'^. With this precedeni. 

^ Tn the rontc.sf for tho counly of Middle'^ex, the IIoiwc 
of ('omni()ii>, on the 3d of Feonmry, 1769, had proceeded to 
the 'Sfvt.rp step of cxpellini^ Mr. WjlUes, for, among other 
olKiiet., rejuihlishing, ni the Si. James’s Chronicle, Lord 
Wtynvonth'.N hlt«r to Mr. Justiec Ponton, one of the 
niagi’-tralrs itri- Surry, with the ensuing prefatory remarks ; 

' 1 send you the following aiuhentie Mate paper, the date of 
nVueh, prior by more than three wrecks to the fatal 10th of 

May. 
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bcrore yon, with the principles on which it was 
established, and with a liiturc House of Com- 
mons, perhaps less virtuous than the present, 
every county in England, under the auspices of 
the treasury, may be represented as completely 
as the county of Middlesex. Posterity will be 

iMiiy, 1 7G^, shews how loni; flic horrid iHii^pacrc m St. (icoruf *> 
I’iclds had been planned and dottrmined u[)on, belbrc it WU" 
c arried into execution, ;m<l how loni*' a helli.-h jirojtet can be 
broodetJ o\er by some infernal spirit^, witliuiil run' in.antnlV 
remorM*.*’ .Mr. Wilke.'s ha\iniif adiniit^d tla' publication, llie 
house resolved. 'Hiat John Wilke*<, Jwp a inemher of ihi'^ 
house, who hath, at tlic bar of this hcaise, ermfessed himself to 
be the author and publislier of uhat this house has re.H)lved 
to be an insolent, scaudalou.s aiul sedilioiH libel; and wlio 
has been eoiivieted in the court of King’s JJt ncIi, of ba\inn 
printed and published a seditious libel, and lhr.ee ob^eoue and 
impious libels; and, by the judgment of the said court, has been 
-fMiteiiCed to undergo tweiity-two months iiupriMniuieiit, and is 
n(*w in execution under the said judgiiunt, 1 h' expelkd this 
hini't./’ winch was carried in the aflinnalive by "211) dgaia>i 
I 17. On the IGlh of l ebruary, 17G9, he was a second lime 
returned for Middlesex without <»ppositioii. On tlie <lay 
following the elct;! ion was \acated, and lie wits t lei la red by a 
majority of the house, incapable of being ileetid into that 
parliament. Notvvitlistaiidiiig tins re-'^oliUioii of llie liou.se, he 
uas atbird time, March 10, elected without opposition ; for 
J)ingle 3 % as before observed, had not bei ri able to obtain even 
a nomination. This election, however, was also declared void 
the next day. The great iiias.s of Middlesex frcclioldcrs, was 
in consequence thrown into a more violent commotion than 
ever, and insisted upon their right to return u Iiomsoever they 
jikased, let pai’liaiuent expel him as often as it pleased. Wilkes 
\^A< a third tunc cxjrelk d : and to ojijiosc him witli a certainty 
• of 
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indebted to your Grace for not contenting 
yourself with a temporary expedient, but entail- 
ing upon them the immediate blessings of your 
administration. Boroughs were already too 
nuK’h at the mercy of government. Counties 
could neither he purchased nor intimidated. 
But their solemn determined election may be 

f»f « anotiicT »1( virf v .i:. now contrived, and umlt r tlu, 
promiM* tli.it he -liniiid certainly be sealed for the county in 
opposition t«> Col. LiUtrell was prevailed upon to 

ri'lin(|Uis!i the m at then held, and to oppoao him with all 
die torer tlint could 1« mustered up on the occasion. With 
e\ery por. dile (Q»)rt (werted in his favour, however, Luttrell 
wii^ ine.ipaide of ohlaniinj; more than tyo hundred anti riinct> - 
MX \oit s, and Wdkc'' ua'^ a;4;ain ret unu d almost unaniinoudy. 
'Dll' mmi.stry uert- miiniidated : hut still resolved to carry tlj«*ir 
new (le\ ice into elUet. Wilke-s wa.'*. not now, therefore, to hr 
openly rc-r xpellcd, but, which amounted to the same tiling, 
to he declared meajiable ofsittin;^iu parliament in conscrjucrice 
of hl^ previoiLs cxplll^ioll, and [ailtivll was of course tleciarcd 
the siUUvj: memljer. Vet, with an incongruity not often to be 
]iarallelled, tlu* dicnlT^, imtead of beuii; punirthed, were ad- 
mitted t<> have done their duty, in allowin;^ Wilkes to have 
hcrorne a candidate, ant! in returnin’^ him as fairly elected. 

The nation at lar^e now joined ii. tlie cause of the Middle- 
sex freeholders; the parliament from exercisinj^ the unconst i- 
lutK'iial aet of rejectinj^ one jierson who was a real member of 
It- body, without an adequate caiiNf , and m admitting another 
to he a member who ho ! never been returned by a 
majontv «*f was declared to liave passtd into a state of 

political ji capacily, every vote and aet ofwhich must necessarily 
be incompitf nt and dicgislative, and the tlirone was throngrd 
with petitions and remonstrances fron* every part of the king- 
dom, beseeching his Majesty to dissolve it. ldit. 



rejected, and tlie man they detest may he ap- 
pointed, by another choice, to represent them 
in parliament. Yet it is admitted, that tire 
slierifis obeyed tlie laws and perlormed their 
duty*. Tlie return they made must have been 
legal and valid, or undoubtedly they would 
ha\ e been censured for making it. With every 
good-natured allowance tiir your Cirace’s youth 
and inexperience, (here are some things which 
you cannot but know. You cannot but know 
that the right ol’ the Irceholders, to adhere to 
their choice (even supposing it improperly 
exerted) was as clear and indisputable as that 
the House of Commons to exclude one of 
their own members: — nor is it possible for you 
not to see the wide distance there is between 
the negati^'e power of rejecting one man, and 
the positive power of appointing another, 'fhe 
right of expulsion, in 1 he most tavourable sense, 
is no more than the custom of parliament. The 
right of election is the very essence of the con- 
stitution. To violate that right, and much 
more to transfer it to any other set of men, is 
a stc]) leading immeiliatcly to the dissolution of 
all government. So far forth as it operates, it 
constitutes a House of Commons, which does not 

■* Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was proposed to punish tlie 
sheriffs, declared in the House of Coininons that the}', in rcliirn- 
in:f Mr. Wilkes, h-ad done no more than their duty. 
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represent the people. A House of Commoii' 
so formed would involve a contradiction and tjic 
grossest confusion of ideas; but there arc some 
ministers, my I.ord, whose views can only be 
answered by reconciling absurdities, and making 
the same proposition, Avhicli is false and absurd 
in argument, true in fact. 

This measure, my Lonl, is however attended 
with one consequence, favourable to the people, 
which I am persuaded you did not foresee*. 
While the contest lay between tlie ministry and 
Mr. Wilkes, his situation and priv'atc charactei 
gave you advantages over him, which common 
candour, if not the memory of your former 
friendshij), should have forbidden you to make 
use of. 'Vo religious men, you had an ojiportii- 
nity of exaggerating the irregularities of his 
past life ; — to moderate men you held forth the 
pernicious consequences of faction. Men, who 
witli this chai'actcr, looked no farther than to 
the object before them, were not dissatisfied at 
seeing Mr. M’^ilkes excluded from parliament. 
You have now taken care to shift the question ; 
or, rather, you have created a new one, in 
which Mr. Wilkes is no more concerned tljan 
any other English gentlemm. You have united 
this country against you on one grand constitu- 


* The reader isi desired to mark this prophecy. 
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tional point, on the decision of which our ex- 
istence as a free people, absoluiely depends. 
You have asserted, not in words but in fact, 
tliat representation in parliament does not de- 
pend upon the choice of the freeholders. If' 
such a case can possibly lia])pcn once, it may 
happen frequently ; it may liappen always — and 
if three hundred votes by any mode of reason- 
ing whatsoever, can prevail against twelve hun- 
dred, the same reasoning would equally have 
given Mr. Luttrcll his seat with ten votes, or 
even with one. The consequences of this attack 
upon the constitution arc too plain and palpable 
not to alarm the dullest apprehension. I trust 
you will find, that the peo])le of England are 
neither dcHcicnt in spirit nor undersfanding, 
though you have treated them, as if they had 
neither sense to feel, nor spirit to resent. We 
have reason to thank God and our ancestors, 
that there never yet was a minister iii this coun- 
try, who could stand the issue of such a con- 
flict; and with every ])rejudicc in favour of 
your intentions, I sec no such abilities in your 
Grace, as should entitle you to succeed in an 
enterprize, in which the ablest and basest of 
your predecessors have found their destruction. 
You may continue to deceive your gracious 
master with flilse representations of the temper 
and condition of his subjects. You may com- 
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mand a venal vote, because it is the common 
estiiblislied appendage of your office. But never 
hope that tiie freeholders will make a tame sur- 
render of their rights, or that an English army 
will join with yon in overturning the liberties 
of theii’ countiy. 'fhey know that their first 
duty, as citizens, is paramount to all sul).?0((iient 
engagements, nor will they prefer the discipline, 
noi’ even the hononrs of their profession, to 
those sacred origimil rights, which belonged to 
them beiine they were soldiers, and w'hich they 
claim and possess as tlie birthright of English- 
men. 

Itetiiin, my Lord, betbre it be too late, to 
that easy iiisipui sy.iann, whicli you first set out 
with, lake hack \onr mistress*; — the name 
of friend may he fatal to lier, for it leads to 
treachery ami persecution. Indulge the people. 
Attend Newmarket. Mr. Luttrcll may again 
vacate his seat ; and Mr. Wilkes, if not per- 
secuted, will soon be forgotten. To be weak 
and inactive is safer than to be daring and cri- 
minal ; and wddc is the distance between a riot 
of the populace and a convulsion of the whole 


* TIu Duke, about tins lime, lia<t separated liimsdf from 
Ann J*arMin.s, but propo-ed to continue united witit her, on 
some jdatonic terms of friendship, ivliich she rejected with 
coritcinjit. Ill' baseness to this woman is beyond description 
or belief. 
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kingdom. You may live to make the expeii- 
ment, but no honest man can wisli you siiould 
survive it. 

Jl'NIUS. 


LlVlTEll xir. 

TO nis GRACE TflE DI KE OF GRAFTON', 

MY l.ORI), ;X) jl/./y, J76!». 

If the measures in whicii you have 
been most successtiil, liad been snp])or<ed by 
:in\’ tolerable appearance of argument, I should 
have thought my time not ill employed, in con- 
tinuing to examine your conduct as a minister, 
and stating it Jhirly to the public, litit when I 
see (piestions, of the highest national import- 
ance, carried as they have been, and the first 
principles of the constitution openly violated, 
without argument or decency, 1 confess, 1 give 
up the cause in despair, d’he meanest of your 
predecessors had abilities sullicicnt to give a 
colour to their measures. II' they invaded the 
rights of the people, tliey ditl not dare to offer 
a direct insult to their understanding ; and, in 
former times, the irmst venal parliaments made 
it a condition, in their bargain with the minister, 
that he should furnish them with some plausible 
pretences for selling their country and them- 
7 
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selves. You have had the merit of introducing 
a more compendious system of government and 
logic. You neither address yourself to the pas- 
sions, nor to the understanding, but simply to 
the touch. You apply yourself immediately to 
the feelings of your friends, who, contrary to 
the forms of parliament, never enter lu artily 
into a debate, until they have divided. 

Relinquislung, theretbre, all idle views oC 
amendment to your Grace, or of benefit to the 
public, let !ne be permitted to consider your 
character and conduct merely as a subject ol‘ 
curious speculation. — There is something iii 
both, which distinguishes you not only from 
all other ministers, Init all other men. It is not 
that you do wrong by design, but that yon 
should never do right by mistake. It is not that 
your indolence and your activity have bcoi 
equally misapjdied, but that the first uniform 
principle, or, if I may call it the genius of your 
life, should have carried you through every pos- 
sible change and contradiction of conduct, with- 
out the momentary imputation or colour of a 
virtue ; and that the wildest spirit of inconsis- 
tency should never once have betrayed you into 
a wise or honourable action. 'Iliis, I own, gives 
an air of singularity to your fortune, as well as 
to your disposition. Let us look back together 
to a scene, in which a mind like yours will find 
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nothing to repent of. Let us try, my Lord, how 
well you have supported tlic various relations in 
which you stood, to your Sovereign, your coun- 
try, your friends, and yourselfl Give us, if it 
be possible, some excuse to posterity, and to 
ourselves, for submitting to your administration. 
If not the abilities of a great minister,' if not 
ihe integrity of a patriot, or the fidelity of a 
triend, shew us, at least the iirmness of a man. — 
For the sake of your mistress, the lover shall be 
sparctl. I will not lead her into public, as you 
have done, nor will I insult the memory ol’ de- 
parted beauty. Her sex, which alone made her 
amiable in your eyes, makes her respectable in 
mine. 

The character of the re])iited ancestors of 
some men, has made it jmssible for their de- 
scendants to be vicious in the extreme, Avithout 
being degenerate. Those of yoim Graee, for 
instance, left no distressing examples of virtue, 
even to their legitimate posterity, and you may 
look back with pleasure to an illustrious pedi- 
gree, in which heraldry has not left a single 
good quality upon record to insult or upbraid 
you*. You have better proofe of your descent, 

* Tlie first Duke of Grafton was a natural son ofCliarles II. 
During the progress of the revolution he abandoned the Stuarts 
for King William; and his descendants had hitherto generally 
ranked themselves among the party of the Whigs. Eort. 



my Lord, than tho register of a marriage, or 
any troublesome inheritance ol' reputation. 
Til ere ai'C some hereditary strokes of character, 
by wliich a family may be as clearly distinguish- 
ed as by the blackest features of the human face. 
Charles tlio first liv'^cd and died a hypocrite. 
Charles the second was a hypocrite of another 
sort, and should have died u])on the same scaf- 
fold. Al the distance of a century, we see 
their different characters happily revived, and 
blended in your Grace. Sullen and severe with- 
out religion, jirofligate without gaiety, you 
live like (’harles the second, without being an 
amiable companion, and, for aught 1 know, may 
die as liis lather did, without the reputation of 
a martyr. 

You had already taken your degrees with 
credit in those schools, in which the English 
nobility are formed to virtue, when you were 
introduced to Lord Chatham’s protection*. 
From Newmarket, White’s, and the Opposition, 
he gave you to the worlil with an air of jiopu- 
larity, which young men usually set out with, 
and seldom jireserve : — ^grave and plausible 
enough to be thought fit for business; too young 
for tri'achery ; and, in short a patriot of no un- 
promising cx})ectat ions. Lord Chatham was the 

* To these the reader is referred to 

noted pain ph It calkd the Jlhtory of (he Mirwr tit/. 



liurlicst object of your })o]itical wonder and at- 
tachment* ; yet you deserted him, upon the first 
hopes that offered of an equal share of power 
with Lord Rockingliam. When the Duke of 
Cumberland’s first ncgociation failed, and when 
the favourite was pushed to the last extremity, 
you saved him, by joining with an administra- 
ti(}n, in which Lord Chatham had ref used to en- 
gage. Still, however, he w'as your friend, and 

The Duke of (iraftori wasfir'.L inlrodueeil into the political 
world at an e*irly period of life, under tlic aii^piei'' and pro- 
tection of I.ord (Miatham (then Mr. Pitt) as a ditcrinincd 
Whig. To the administration of Lord Egreniont and the 
Lari of Granville succeeded that of the Duke of lletlford, who 
>0011 iM’caiTie obnoxious to Lord Lute, the guardian of his 
Majesty’s non-ajjc, and still Jus confidential aihi^tr. 1 'he 
Duke of Cuirihorland was deputed to propo'-e aiKitlier adniiiiL 
St rat ion conjointly to Mr. Pitt, Lord Temple, and Lord Little- 
ton. They all objected, however, to the undue irillueiiee ul' 
tlie noble favourite, and the dnke’s proposal was declined. 
Tilt Marquis of Rockingham was now api>lied to, ami pre* 
\ ailed upon to take the lead, and form an admini.stratjon uf 
his owai : Mr. Pitt refused to unite in it, but the Duke of 
Grafton deserted him, and acccjited the office of secretary of 
state. With this administration, however, he soon became 
chagrined and resigned his office. Lord Chatham again re- 
ceived him into communion ; and in tlic ministry, shortly after 
}>lunned and carried into cflect by himself, in which he held 
the privy seal, he nominated the Duke of Grafton first lord of 
the treasury. At the head of this new system, however. Lord 
Chatham did not long continue — be withdrew in disgust ; hut 
the noble duke, instead of following him, took the lead upon 
himself, and commenced an administration of his own. edit. 
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you are yet to explain to the world, wliy you 
consented to act without him, or why, afler 
uniting with Lord Rockingham, yon deserted 
and betrayed hijii. You complained that no 
measures were taken to satisfy your patron, and 
that your friend, Mr. Wilkes, who hatl suffered 
so much t()r the j)arty, had been abandoned to 
his fate. They ha\'e since contributed, not a 
little, lo your present plenitude of power ; yet, 
I think, Lord Chatham has less reason than ever 
to be satisfie»l ; and as for Mr. Wilkes, it is, 
perhaps, the greatest misfortune of his life, that 
\ on should have so many compensations lo make 
in the closet for your tbrmer friendship with him. 
Your gracious master understands your charac- 
ter, and makes you a persecutor, because you 
have been a fi icnd. 

Lord (!Ihatham formed his last administration 
upon principles which you certainly concurred 
in, or you could never have been placed at the 
Jicad of the treasury. Ry deserting those prin- 
ciples, and by acting in direct contradiction to 
them, in w'hich he found you \.erc secretly sup- 
ported in the closet, you soon forced him to leave 
you lo yourself, and to withdraw his name from 
an administration, which had been formed on 
the credit of it. You had then a prospect of 
friendships better suiteil to your genius, and 
more likely to fix your disposition. Marriage 
6 . 
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is tlie point on which every rake is stiitiohary 
at last ; and truly, my Lord, yon may well be 
weary of the circuit you lirvc taken, for you 
liavc now fairly travelled through every sign in 
the political zodiac, from the Scorpion, in which 
you stung Lord Chatham, to the hopes of a 
Virgin* in the house of Bloomsbury. One would 
tbink that you had had suflicient experience of 
the frailty of nuptial engagoirjonts, or, at least, 
that such a friendship as the Duke of Bedford’s, 
might have been secured to you by the auspici- 
ous marriage of your late Uuchess with t his 
nephew. But ties of this tender nature cannot 
be drawn too close ; and it may j)ossibly be a 
])urt of the Duke of Bedford’s ambition, after 
making her an honest w'onian, to work a miracle 
of tl)e same sort upon your Giace. This worthy 
nobleman has long dealt in virtue. There has 
been a large consumption of it in his own fa- 
mily ; and, in the way of traflick, I dare say, he 
has bought and sold more than half the repre- 
sentative integrity of the nation. 

In a political view, this union is not impru- 
tlcnt. The favour of princes is a perishable com- 
modily. You have now a strength sufficient to 

Ilis Grace had lately married Miss Wrottcsicy, niece of 
the Good Gertrude j Duchess of Bedford, 

f INIi.ss Liddt'l, ailcr her divorce from the Duke, married 
[.ord l^pper O^ijory. 

VOL. T. L 
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command the closet ; and, if it be necessary to 
betray one friendship more, you may set even 
Lord Bute at defiance. Mr. Stuart Mackenzie 
may possibly remember what use the Duke of 
Bedford usually makes of his power* ; and our 
gracious Sovereign, I doubt not, rejoices at tins 
first appearance of union among his servants. 
His late Majesty, under the happy infiucnce of 
a family connexion between his ministers, was 
relieved from the cares of government. A 
more active prince may perhaps observe, with 
suspicion, by what degrees an artful servant 
grows upon his master, from the first unlimited 
professions of duty and attachment, to the pain- 
ful representation of the necessity of the royal 
service, and soon, in regular progression, to 
the humble insolence of dictating in all the ob- 
sequious forms of peremptory submission. The 
intci'A^al is carefully employed in forming con- 
nexions, creating interests, collecting a party, 
and laying the foundation of double marriagest; 


Mr. Sliiart Mackenzie was brotl. jr to the earl of Bute. I’he 
Duke of BedfonVs abuse of power here referred to, is again no- 
ticed in JcNTcs, Letter xxxvi. and consisted in compelling lii^* 
Majesty to dis])lace Mr. Mackenzie from the ofhcQ of Lord 
Privy Seal of Scotland, shortly aPer his appointment, in favour 
of Lord Frederick CarnphelK In this act of coercion Mr. Gren^ 
ville bore an equal part with the noble duke. Upon the re- 
signation of tho.«e ministers, Mr. Stuart Mackenzie was rein- 
stated in his former post. edit. 

I See notes in the preceding page. edit. 
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until the deluded prince, who thonj^ht he had 
found a creature prostituted to his service, and 
insignificant enough to be always dependent 
upon his pleasure, finds him at last too strong 
to be commanded, and too formidable to be re- 
moved. 

Your Grace’s public conduct, as a minister, 
is but the counter))art of your piivate hisloryj 
— the same inconsistency, the same contradic- 
tions. In America we trace yon, from the first 
iipposition to the Stamp Acf, on principles of 


* At tlic period here reft nvd to, the Anit’rii’an colonics had 
artjuired sncli u ])->juilation, and proportion of public wealth, 
as to render it ncccsisary to enquire, more crilically than had 
liitlierto been done into the peculiar inode of its political con- 
nexion with the mother country, and to bind it to the latter 
in a more dcfiuitc bond. It was found that most of the pro- 
\ incial departments were chartered by the crown and expressly 
exempted from legislative taxation, but that others were not 
oliarttTcd in any W'ay, and of course possessed no such privi- 
lege. From the capacity of their being now able to contribute 
to the exigencies of the state, from' a desire to equalize tlie 
entire colonization, and from a jirofesjed belief that cliaxters 
granteil by the crown w ith such an exemption as above, dis- 
played an undue stretch of the prerogative, it was determined 
upon, by Mr. Grenville's administration, to brfng the matter 
boldly to an issue, and for the legislature to claim an authority 
over the colonics by passing an act which should inmicdiatoly 
aflect them. The statute enacted for this purpose was the Stamp 
Act, which imposed a duty upon many of the articles moat 
current through the colonies. Tlie colonies were thrown 
into a general commotion by this measure, the duty could not 

L 2 be 
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convenience, to Mr. Pitt's surretuler of the right ; 
then forward to Lord llockinghani’s surrender 
of the fact ; then back again to Lord Rocking- 
liam’s declaration of the riglit j then forward to 
taxation with Mr. Townshend j and in the last 
instance, from the gentle (,'onway’s nndeter- 
niined discretion, to blood and compulsioi; with 
the Duke of Bedford * ; Yet if we may belicvt*. 

be colkc.U'd, and aliiiOat every provinec became ripe for re- 
Ixllion. 

At konie Uie nirmtxT.H of oj)])o<;ition doublcil, or atlct iod to 
doiihl, bodi ilu jiiopriely ami legality of thecoudiul of adiin- 
iii^lr.ilioii. iMr. Pitl dciiicd tlic t]ic Marquis? of Koi k-' 

lUj^ham adiiuttfd Uic ri^ht, l>ut dciued tlir. exjh dienn/ ; nliilo 
many politician^ perplexed by the ^oplii^lry advanced by the 
plt^atlers on all sidtks vacillatcnl in Ihcir opinion, and sorm times 
united with one party and sometimes with another. Of thisla-.t 
description was the Duke of Grafton, who occasionally favoured 
Mr. Pitt’s opinion, occasionally the Marquis of Rockinj'haurs, 
and at last sukd with Mr. Charles Townshend in a determined 
resolution to carry the system of taxation into cilcci at all ha* 
zards. i.nir. 

Mr. Knox, in his Extra ofTic.al State Papers,” from which 
extracts have been made in notes to ^'Miscellaneous Lcttci s, Nos. 
XXXI. and Liii. narrate.s the following anecdote as having hap- 
pened to himself on the repeal of the Stamp Act. 

‘"The morning after the resolution passed in the House of 
Commons, to repeal the Stamp Act, and to bring in the decla- 
ratory hill, I was sent for to a meeting of the Opposition at Mr. 
Rigby’s m Parliament Street; when 1 came there, Mr. Gren- 
ville and Mr. Rii^hy came out to me and told me, the Duke of 
Bedford and sr.veral otheis desired to know my opinion of the 
eflects w Inch those resolutions would produce in America. My 
^3 answiT 
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ihc simplicity of Lord North’s eloquence, at the 
(q)ening of next sessions you are once more to 
be the patron of America. Is tliis the wisdom 
of a great minister ? or is it the ominous vibra- 
tion of a pemhilum ? Had you no opinion of 
} our own, my Lord? or was it the ‘gratification 
of betraying exery party witli whicli you liave 
b(“cn united, and of deserting every political 
])rinci])lo, in which you had concurred? 

Voiir enemies may turn their eyes without re- 
gret from this admirable system of" provincial 
government, 'fhey will find gratification enough 
in the survey of your domestic and Ibreign po- 
licy. 

If, instead of disowning Lord Shelburne, the 
Ilritish court Iiad interposeil with dignity and 
firmness, you know, my Lortl, that Corsica would 
never have been invaded 'I'he French saw 
tile weakness of a distracted ministry, and w’ere 


.Hiswt r ^vas iu fV w words — addresses of thanks and mc(LMires of 
rehdlion. Mr. (ircn\illc sinilcd anti shook his lica<h uiul Mr. 
Hij>hy swore by (J — d he thought so, and both vvi.died me a 
good morning.” ldit. 

* f^ord Mielburne, lather to the present Marquis of I.ans- 
down, wlnle secretary of state, iiistru(!ted onr ambass»ador all lie 
court of Versailles to remonstrate, in very spirited terin>, on 
Uie intended invasion of Corsica by the French, llis Lordship’s 
conduct, however, Avas disavowed by his colleagues, and he re- 
.'fjgncd his situation, Oct, 21, 1768. But sec note to Lcttcf 
hi- p. 72. 
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justified in treating you with contempt. They 
w'ould probably have yielded in the first instance, 
rather than hazard a rnpiure with this country ; 
but, being once engaged, they cannot retreat 
without dishonour. Common sense Ibresces con- 
sequences, vliich have escaped your Grace’s 
penetration. Either we su/ter the Eiench to 
jnake an acquisition, the importance of winch 
you ]ia\'c probably no concey)tion of, or we op- 
pose them by an underhaml management, which 
only disgrace's us in tlie eyes of Europe, \vithout 
answering any purpose of policy or prudence. 
From secret, indirect assistance, a transition to 
some more open decisive measures becomes un- 
avoidable ; till at last we find ourselves principals 
in the w^ar, and are obliged to hazard every thing 
for an object, which might have originally been 
obtained without expense or danger. I am not 
versed in the politics of the north j but this I 
believe is certain, that half the money j ou have 
distributed to carry the expulsion of Mr. Wilkes, 
or even your secretary’s snare in the last sub- 
scription, would have kept the Turks at your 
devotion *. Was it aconomy, my Lord? or did 

'* 'rile Ot'oirian wasat this time in the harKls of Freiu'li 
mfiutui'c; the couit of Tmlhricb supplying it willi French ofli- 
oer-, an(liii.-.rriu’tirig it, thiYrtigh their means, in moflcrii tactic-, 
>0 as to tna)))i; it tosiipport more successfully the war in which 
.t was ehgagfil n ith liiissiu. 'llie growing extent of Ficticli 

influence 
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tiic coy resistance you have constantly met witli 
in the British senate, make you despair ol‘ cor- 
rupting the Divan? Your friends indeed have 
the first claim upon your bounty, but if five 
luindred pounds a year can be spared in ])ension 
to Sir John Moore it vould not l!a\;. ilisgraced 
you to have allowed something to the secret ser- 
vice of the -public. 

You will say perhaps that the situation of af- 
fairs at home demanded and engrossed the whole 
of your attention. Here, I confess, you have 
been active. • An amiable, accomplished Prince 
ascends tlic throne under the happiest of. all 
auspices, the acclamations and united affections 
of his subjects. Tlie first measures of his reign, 
and even the odium of a favoiuite, were not 
able to shake their attachment. Your services, 
my Lord, have been more successful. Since 
you were permitted to take the lead, we have 
.seen the natural effects of a system of go\ern- 
raent, at once both odious and contemptible. 
We have seen the hnvs sometimes scaiulalously 
relaxed, sometimes violently stretched beyond 

influence over the continent, iniulil in this iii-tmicc pcrhii])-' 
have easily been curtailed by a little address, and even trans- 
JVrred to tlio court ol’ Si. v.dit. 

* Sir John jMoore was an oKl Newmarket ac(]uaintanec of 
liis Gracc\s where he succeeded in completely squandering 
away his private forlunc. The Duke of (iiallori, out of com- 
passion, obtained for him the peii.-iou iii question, edit. 
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their tone. We have seen the sacred person of Uk'. 
Sovereign insulted ; and in profound peace, and 
with an undisputed title, tlie lidelity of Ids sub- 
jects brouglit by his own servants into jniblie 
question*. Without aldlitics, resolution, or in- 
terest, w)u have done more than Lord Bute 
could acconqdi.di with all Scotland athio heels. 

Your Grace, little anxious perhaps eithci tor 
present or fuiure reputation, vvill not desire to 
be handed down in these colours to ])osterity. 
You have reason to Haller yourself that the me- 
mory of ) our administration will survive even 
the ibrms of a constitution, wdiich our ancestors 
vainly hojted wonlil be immortal ; and as for you)' 
pcrsmial charaelcr, 1 will not, for the honour of 
human nature, suppose that you can wish to 
Jiave it rcmembo'cd. 'J'hc condition of the pre- 
tient times is desperate indeed j but there is a 
debt due to those who come after us, and it is 
the historian’s office to punish, though he cannot 
correct. I do not give }ou to posterity as a 
pattern to imitate, but as an example to deter ; 
and as your couiluct comprihends everything 
that a wise or honest minister shoidd avoid, 1 

* Tlif; Diikf, about ibis I line, excrteil all the influence 
,jf {(ovenimeiif to [irociirc ailnressob to satisfy tile Kinjf of the 
tidelity of Ins siibjecls. 'I’liey came in very thick I'rorii Scof 
/.and; .but, after the aiiiieanuiee of this letter, we heard no 
more of them. 
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jinean to make you a negative instruction to your 
Uiceessors for ever. 

JUMUS. 


LF/n i-R Xlll. 

TO THE PRINTER OK THE PI liHC ADVERTISER. 

•' i IJ JanCf 1 7i)‘> . 

The DuJie of CJra (ion’s frientls, not 
nnding it oonvonient to cnicr into a contest with 
Junius, arc now reduced to (he last nielaneholy 
resource of defeated argument, the Hat general 
cliarge of sourrility and falsehood. As l()r his 
stile, I shall leave it to the critics. The truth of 
his facts is of more importance to the pulilic. 
They are of such a nature, that I think a hare 
contradiction will have no weight with any man, 
who judges for himscll’. Let us take them in 
the order in which they appear in his last 
letter. 

1 . Have not the fir.st rights of the ])Cople, and 
the first pnnciples of the constitution lieen openly 
invaded, and the very name of an election made 
ridiculous by the arbitrary appointment of ]\Ir, 
Tiittrell 

2. Did not the Duke of Grafton frequently 
lead his^mistress into public, aiul even place her 
at the head of his table, as if he had palled down 
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an ancient * temple of Venus, and cmild bury all 
decency and shame under the ruins ? — Is this the 
man who dares to talk of IVIr. V’ilkes’s morals ? 

3. Is not tlic character of Ids presumptive 
ancestors as strongly marked in him, as if he had 
descended trom them in a direct legitimate liner 
The idea of his death is only projdietic; and what 
is prophecy but a narrative ])receding the fact? 

•t. Was not Lord Chatham the first who rais- 
ed him to the ratik and post of a minister, and 
the first whom he abandoned ? 

o. Did he not join with Lord Rockingham, 
and betray him ? 

6. Was lie not the liosom ti icnd of Mr. Wilkes, 
whom he now pursues to destruction ? 

7. Did he not take his degrees will i credit at 
ISewmarket, Wliile’s, and the Opposition ? 

8. Afi or deserting Lord Clialham’s principles, 
and sacrificing his (riendshij), is he not now close- 
ly united with a set of men, who, though they 
have occasionally joined with all parties, have in 
every different situation, and at all times, been 
equally and constantly detested by this country ? 

9. JTasnot Sir John Moore a pension of five 
Uundred pounds a year ? — This may probably 
be an aciiuittance of favours -ipon the turf; but 

Miss lifwl lit time surpassed the jiriinc both of 

her youth an 1 iu auly. ^ 

See this iinmlou* related more in detail in ^liscellaiicoiK 
Letters, No. xx. i dit. 
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is it possible for a minister to ofler a grosser out- 
rage to a nation, which has so very lately cleared 
away the beggary of the civil list, at the expense 
of more than lialfa million f 

10. Is there any one mode of thinking or 
acting with respect to America, which the Duke 
of Grafton has not successively ailopted and 
abandoned ? 

11. Is there not a singular mark of shame 
set upon this man, wlm has so lil tic delicacy and 
teeling as to submit to the opprobrium of marry- 
ing a near relation of one who had debauched 
his wile? — In the name of decency, how arc 
these amiable cousins to meet at their uncle’s 
table? — It will be a scene in Qulijms, without 
the distress. — Is it wealth, or wil, or beauty, — 
or is the amorous youth in love ? 

The rest is notorious. That Corsica has been 
sacrificed to the I'rcnch : that in some instances 
the laws have been scandalously relaxed, and in 
others daringly violated; and that the King’s 
subjects have been called upon to assure him of 
their fidelity, in spite of the measures of his ser- 
vants. 

A w'riter, who builds his arguments upon 
facts such as these, is not easily to be confuted. 
He is not to be answered by general assertions, 
or general reproaches. He may want eloquence 
to amuse or persuade, but, speaking truth, he 
must always convince. 


PHILO JUNIUS. 
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l.r.TTER XIV. 

TO THE ritlNTEU OI' THE PEULIC ADA EUTI'EU. 

SIK, 22 June, \"{V3. 

Tiik ruunc of Old Noll is ilc’^liiied to 
be the riilii ol’ihe lic.-nsc ol'kSliiart. llicrc i^ an 
cmiiiou-; jiJalily in ii, v.liioii even the sj)iirions 
tle.'<ee.i;i;ni'n ol'tin- laiiuly cannot escape. Oliver 
Cri-nnv'.ll h;;;l ihe ineiit of coiuiiictinj? Charles 
the lir i to i!ie block. Yonr corres])ondent Oi.n 
Noli, , :'!'|!ecrs to ha\e ilie same design upon the 
IX'.he oI'Gi ilis ai’guinoiits consist bcttc*r 

with tlio tillo ho lias assumed, than with ihc 
])riiiCipk\s he professes; lor though lie preteiuis 
to be an ad\oea(e ibr llio Duke, he hikes care 
to give us the best reasons, why liis ])atron should 
regularly fblloNV tlie fate of his prcsiiin])live an- 
cestor. — 'riirougli thew'liole course of the Duke 
of Cirallon’s life, I sec a blrange endeavour to 


A cori'('>]K)nilt iit inijlcr lliis Monai*M’ 4 > replied to the pre^ 
vvd'uMs; IctUr of Piiito Ji mi s, m ihe Puldic Adverti^el^ dated 
June 19; introduniig- his observatioii.s with the follow pa- 
ra oraph. 

J hoiipjh Piui.o .TuNir‘> is, in every sense, nmvorlhy of an 
answiT a writer ; yet a‘H he ha«i compressed into small coin- 
]>ass wliiit Ik calls tlic facts advanced by Juml.s, I will answer 
them brietly one by one , and for ever drop a subject that could 
only acquire consequence by discussing it in a serious manner.’^ 


1.011, 
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unite contradictions, which cannot ho reconciled, 
lie marries to be divorced; — he keep-; a mistress 
to remind him of conjugal cndcarmcnfs, and he 
chooses such friends, as it is a virtue in him to 
desert. If it were possible for the genius of that 
accomplished j)resident, who pronounced sen- 
tence upon Charles the first, to be revived in 
some modern sycophant*, his (j race, I doubt not, 
would by sympathy distwer him among the 
dregs of mankind, and take him lor a guide in 
those jiaths, which naturally conduct the mi- 
nister to the scaffold. 


* It is lianlly nocossary to rcnuiwl the reader of the name oi* 
hra (i shall', a u rii o r . 

And little ''O that Old Noll vuis tin* nick name of Olivci 
Cromwell. 'J’hore a peculiar severity in the cojn])arjsf)n ol‘ 
the hvo periods and the tuo families. The Duke of Grafton 
was tlocended from the Stuarts ; and Brailshaw >\as tlic* name 
ol’ the [U'csidt lit of tlie rej^icide court, which, under the secret 
inlliunee of Olner Cromwell, (or Old ^.oll) condemned (.'h:irk.>, 
tlic first to death, llradshaw w;vs the name of the Duke of 
( jiafloifs privati! secretary at the present inomeiu, and Jlmls 
here in-iiuiates that he was aho the author of the letter .sio-ned 
Old Noll, idiieli had a chance of provin;^ as fatal to his (hace\^ 
cau-e, as ever the names of Bradshaw or Old Noll had proveil 
filial to his Grace’s ancc.'tor. 

Bradshaw, before his present appointment, had been an 
under-clerk in the war-oftice, and was rai.scd to the rank of 
private socjretary, for his activity and dispatch of business. Jn 
the month of May, 1773, he w^as appointed a lord of the admi- 
ralty. 

Bor a further accouul, see Letter xxxvi, note, eui i. 
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The assertion that two thirds of the nation 
approve of the acceptance of Mr. Lnttrell (for 
even Old Noll is too modest to call it an elec- 
tion) can neither be maintained nor conflitcd 
by argnineiit. It is a jmint of fact, on which 
every English gentleman will determine for 
himself. As to lawyers, their profession is sup- 
ported by the indiscriminate defence of right 
and wrong, and 1 confess 1 have not that opinion 
of their knowledge or integrity, to think it ne- 
ccssaiy that they should decide for me upon a 
plain constitutional question. With respect to 
the appointment of Mr. Luttrell, the chancellor 
has never yet given any authentic opinion*. 
Sir Fletcher Norton t is indeed an honest, a 
very honest man ; and the Attorney General t 
is c.r officio the guardian of liberty, to take care, 
I presume, that it sliall never break out into a 
criminal excess. Doctor Blackstone is solicitor 
to the Queen. The Doctor recollected that he 
had a place to preserve, though he forgot that 
he had a reputation to lose. We have now the 
good fortune to understand the Doctor’s princi- 
ples, as well as writings. For the defence of 
truth, of law, and reason, the Doctor’s book may 


Lord Camden. i:iht. 

t At thi.s time Cliid* Justice iu Lyre, and just appointed a 
privy counsellor, with a ‘salary of -JOOOl. edit. 

I Mr. Do Grey, ailor wards Lord Walsingham. edit. 
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be safely consulted j but whoever wishes to 
cheat a neighbour of his estate*, or to rob a 
country of its rightst, need make no scruple of 
consulting the Doctor himself 

The example of the English nobility may, for 
aught I know, sufiiciently justify the Duke of 
Grafton, when he indulges his genius in all the 
faslii enable excesses of the age ; yet, considering 
his rank and station, I think it would do him 
more honour to be able to deny the tact, than to 
defend it by such authority. But if vice itself 
could be excused, there is yet a certain tlisplay 
of it, a certain outrage to decency, and violation 
of‘ public decorum, which, for the benefit of soci- 
ety, should never be forgiven. It is not that he 
kept a mistress at home, but that lie constantly 
attended her abroad. — It is not the private in- 
dulgence, but the public insult of .which I com- 
plain. The name of Miss Parsons would hardly 
ha\’e been known, if the first lord of tho trea- 
sury had not led her in triumph through the 
Opera House, even in the presence of the 

* Doctor Blackstone had been, jinfortunately ibr aa 

adviser of Sir James Lowther a^inst tlic Duke of Portland, in 
the dispute concerning the Cumberland crown lands, upon the 
obsolete law of /empw. See Letter tvii. edit. 

f Doctor Blackstone had also supported government in its 
rejection of Mr. Wilkes, as member for the county of Middle- 
sex. iSee Letters of Junius, No. xviu. as aUo Miscellaneous 
Letters, No. tvi. subscribed Simplex, edit. 
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Queen*. When we see a man aet in this hian- 
Her, we may admit the shameless depravity of 
his heart, but wliatarcwc to think of his under- 
stand! tig’ ? 

jJis (Jrace, it seems, is now to be a regular 
domestie man, and as an omen of the future 
delicacy and correctness of his conduct, he mar- 
ries a ^ir^t cousin of the man, who had fixed that 
mark and title ol‘ infamy ujton him, which, at 
the same moment, makes a husband unhapjty 
and ridiculous, ’flu; ties of consanguinity may 
possibly jtreserve liim from the same fate a se- 
cond time, and as to the distress of meeting, I 
take (or granUtl the venerable uncle of these 
common cousins h:is settled the etiquette in 
such a manner, that, if a mistake should happen, 
it may reach no farther than from Madame mo. 
femme to Madame imi cousine. 

The Duke of Grafton has always some execl- 
lenl reason for deserting his friends. — The age 
and incajtacity of Lord Chatham t; — the debility 
of ]A>rd Uockiugliam j — or the infamy of Mr. 
Wilkes. Tliere was a time indeed when he did 
not ajipcar to be quite so well acquainted, or so 

*Scc more fully detailed in Miscellaneous 

JaUits, No. ihir. 

I Lord ('li.'uliam, it is well known, laboured under a prema- 
ture deen uf Ijody, from frerjiicnt and violent attacks of 

till! but his mind was never allected by such paroxysms. 


Euir. 
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\iolentIy oflenckd with tlie inlirniitics ol‘ liis 
h-iciids. But now I confess tliey arc not ill ex- 
clianged for the youthful, vigorous virtue of the 
Duke of Bedford;— the liiniuess of General 
Conway*; — the blunt, or if I may call it, the 
aukward integrity of Mr. lligbyt, and the sj)of- 
less morality of Lord Sandwicht. 

If a large pension to a broken gambler || be 
an act worthy of commendation, the Duke of 
Grafton’s connexions will furnisli him with 
many opportunities of doing praiseworthy ac- 
tions; and as he himself bears no part of the 
expense, the generosity of distribuling the ])ub- 
lic money for the support of virtuous families in 
distress will be an unquestionable proof of his 
Grace’s humanity. 


* Ste his character ui Letter xi. note. luii. 

|- Mr. Rii^hv wat> intruihiced into political hfe hy the 33iike 

HetUurd, to whom he had chiefly recommended himself by 
Ills convivial talents. He at leni^th attained the lucrative po,-t 
of paymaster of the British forces. Ills pretensions to 
are well known, even to the present moment, to luive been 
ratlior aukward. 

X It was Lord Sandwich, wlio, in conjunt lion w itli Dr. War- 
burton, complained to tJie IIoiLse of Lord*', i»f Wilkes’s Lssay 
on Woman, and induced their lordships interl'erence ; m con- 
scciuencc of which, the writer was }>rosecuted by the crown. 
The irony of the expression here adopted proceeds /i orn the 
well known fact that Lord Sandwicli was at tins very time the 
most profligate and blasphemous of all the Bedford [>arty. edit. 

II Sir John Moore. 

VOL. I. 
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As lo public aflairs, Old Noll is a little teudct 
of descending to ])ai'ticu!ars. Me docs not deny 
tliat Cbisica lias been sacriticc'd to France, and 
be conl'esses, that with regard to America, his 
patron’s iiicasiires liav'c been subject to some 
v ariation j but tlien he jnomises wonders of 
stability and drinness for the fcilure. These are 
mysteries, of whieli we must not pretend to 
jmige by experience ; and truly, I fear, Ave shall 
perish in the Desarl, before we arrive at the 
I^and of Froinise. In the re£>’ular course of 
things, the period t't' the Duke of (frafum’s mi- 
nisterial midihood should now be ajiproaehing. 
'J'he imbeedity of his infant state was committed 
to Lord ( lia'il'uUn. Charles 'fownshend look 
some ea; {' of ids education “ at that ambiguous 
age, which lies betwei’n the lollies of political 
childhood, and the \ices of puberty, ’fhe em- 
pire of the passions soon succeeded. Mis ear- 
liest principles and connexions Averc of course 
foigotten oi' ilespir'cd. The company he has 
lately kept iias been cd'no service to bis morals; 


" riiarlc's ' 1 '»u D-liffdl nrotltcr ofilic first IMarfjUih 

'r<A\ n‘ 4 u nd, will) iiad itctn iiidiulcd inlo |M)lilK’al lilc iiiidcr llic 
baiiDt r< of the Jiisl l.ofd Unlland, ilict,A uji llic phiii for LiMiii; 
Amci RM, liicli 1 lie Duke ofCirafloii avjs j>cr->uadcd loadt>]^t. 
.iMi] Ihil.? iDkt'Md LiiOMlf to hi'. 111 llii.-H iihtancc, .1 of 

(..’liiivlo> Tonn-sluntl, who wa-> t'iiaun.llor of the Mxchciiiici* ai 
rhe j't.iiA.d Iiciv irfi iTcd U) in whicfi otiicc* he died,, and w a 

'.uc. iciifdhy Lord iVorlli in 1707. kdit. 
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and, in the condncl of public aH'aii s, we se».- the 
character ofhis lime of lile stnniL’K .ii^tin'>•lnsh- 
cd. .Vn obstinate ungovernable sclfsullicicncy 
plainly points out to us tha. stale of iinperlcct 
maturity, at which ihc graccliil le\ ity of youth 
is lost, and the solidity of cvpcricncc' not vcf 
acquired. It is possible the young man may in 
time grow wiser, anil rehnin ; Inil, if 1 under- 
stand his dis])ositiou, it is not of such corrigible 
stulf, that we shoidd ho])c loi an\ ameudmeni 
in him, before he has accomplished the dcsiriic- 
tion ol this count i v. Like other lakcs, he may 
perhaps li\e to sec liis error, inil not until he has 
ruined Iiis estate. 

I’llll.o 


i.iiTfi:!’ . 

TO HIS iu!\cK 'iui-: i)i hj; or ou •• lao ,. 

MY LOIU>, ...hi!;,. ! 

li' nature had given lo!! an iimler.'.tani!- 
ing qiialitied to kecj) p-ace with the v.i fa ; and 
jirinciples ol' your heait, she v, oidd hue made 
yon, perliaps, the luosi, tbi midahlr iniiii 'o r that 
ever was employed, und.-r .! limili J monarch, 
to accomplish the ruin of a fico ju'ojile. When 
neither the teeJiugs of sh.uine, the rejiroaehes of' 
conscience, nor the Li'cad ot' jmuisinneuf , i!)nn 
any bar to the ilcsig.i.> of a minister, the i)co}»le 

M 2 
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would liave too much reason to lament their 
condition, if they did not find some resource in 
the weakness of his understanding. We owe it 
to the bounty of Providence, that the complctest 
depravity of the lieart is sometimes strangely 
imited with a confiision of the mind, which coun- 
li racts the most favourite principles, and makes 
the samo 'nan treacherous without art, and a hy- 
jic'i'rile without deceiving. The measures, for 
instance, in which your Grace’s activity ha^ 
been chic/ly exerted, as they w'cre adopted 
without skill, should have been conducted with 
more than common dexterity. But truly, my 
r.ord, the execution has been as gross as the 
design. By one decisive st('p, you have de- 
feated all the arts ol ' Avriting. You have tiiirly 
t onfoundc'd the intrigues of ojipositiou, and si 
lenced the clamours of faction. A dark, am- 
biguoLis system might require and furnish the 
materials of ingenious illustration; and, in doubt- 
ful measures, the virulent exaggeration of party 
must be cnqdoyed, to rouse and engage the pas- 
sions o/‘ the |)eople. You have now brought the 
merits of your administration to an issue, on 
A\hich eA'cry' Engli.shraan, of the narrowest ca- 
pacity, may determine for himself. It is not 
an alarm !(> the passions, but a calm appeal to 
the judgment of the people, upon their owti 
most essj-ntial interests. A more experienced 
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niinrater would not have hazarded a rlirect inva- 
sion of the first principles of the ec istituuon, 
helbre he had made, some ))rogress in subduing 
the spirit of the people. With such a cause 
yours, my Lord, it is not suflicieiit that you 
have the court at your devotion, unless }ou cm 
find means to corruj)1 or intimidaie (h.e jiirv, 
'Fhe collective 1 ) 0 ( 1 } <»f (he people I’.iriU ih.it jiiry. 
uid from ///67r deci: ion tlu'i •• is h.’j oiu ■ijijual. 

AVliether you have niieuts (vi •'upporlyou, at 
a crisis of such (h>fieidiy and danger, should 
long since hie c been < on.sidereil. Judging truly 
of your dis))osit!on. you have pi‘rli.i]:)s mistaken 
the extent ol your ea)^:leit\^ (lood laiih and 
folly have so long been received as synonimous 
terms, that the rr\('i>e of the p)d])o.si(ion has 
grown into credit, and every villain limeies him 
a man of abilities. J{ is the appreliension 
of your friends, my Lord, that von liave drav )» 
..erne hasty conclusion of this sort, and that a 
partial iiliance upon yoiir moral’ character has 
betrayed you beyond tlie dejitli of yonr under- 
standing. You liavc now carrii'd tilings too far 
to retreat. You have plainly declared to the 
people what they arc to expect from the cotili- 
nuance of your administration. It is time tlir 
your Grace to consider what yon also may ex. 
pcct in return from ///e/r sjiiril and ///ar je.seiii- 
ment. 
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Since the acccssi('U of our nio^t j^racioiu; So- 
vereign to the ihrone, we hiu e seen a system of 
government, which may well he called a reign 
of e\])erinu’n(s. f’arties oj‘ all denominations 
iune been einp/oyeil and dismissed. The advice 
of the ahh'st men in (his country has been re- 
poatedly called i()r and rejected; and wlien the 
Iloyal dis])leasiire has bi'en signified to a minister, 
tl)e niaiks of if have nsually been projiorlioned 
to his abilities and integrity. The spirit of the 
FAvot Riri'. had some a))parent influence upon 
every administration; and e\ery set of ministers 
])reser\ed an appearance of duration as long as 
ihi'v submitted to that influence. Hut (here 
were certain services to be inndiirmed fiir the 
h'a\ouri(e's security, or to gratify his resint. 
ments, which your predecessors in office find 
the wisdom or the ^irtue not to undertahe. The 
moment this refractory spirit was discovered, 
their disgrace was determined. Lord Chatham, 
Mr. Grein i!le,‘ and land liochingham have suc- 
cessively had the honoiir to lie dismissed for 
preferring their duty, as sti xanlsof (he public, 
to those com])liances which were expected from 
their station. A submissive administration was 
at last gradually collected from the deserters of 
riil parties, iuierests, and connexions: and no- 
thing remained but to find a leader for these 
gailani wcll-discijdincd troops. Stand forth, my 



Loi\l, for thou art the man. Lord Ihite found 
no resource of dcpeudauee or st'ciirilv in ilic 
proud, imposiu^f superiorit> of Lord (.’iuilhaiu’s 
abilities, tlie slirewd iufieNible jud'^inont ol‘ Mr. 
(Jrenville*, nor in (he mild but lici.crniiued in- 
tef.>;rity of Loril il<ick.’ii_chaiM. Ills views am! 
situation reciuired a cvealure void of all ti5e^e 
j)ro))erlics ; and he was hireed to s^o tiiroui>]i 
every division, resolution, composition, and ri'- 
linement ol‘ political chemistry, befinv he haj)- 
])ily arrived at the atpul morlaum of \i(riol in 
your CJrace. Flat anil insijiid in your retired 
state, but biouj>'h! into action, \oii become vi- 
triol aj^ain. Such are the I'xtrcme'. oi’ alternate 
indolence or liny, which luuc yovernoil your 
whole administration. ^ onr ciicinnstances with 
reyard to the people soon becoming ilesjierate, 

jMr. hritilwftM I -imI 'U hh;' 

IjjoIIkm* hi idw to Litrtl rhalhani, m .ipoiili.al ckAt 
ijKittiiini tiiidf !d>nl Coliljanj. Ilcili-. .lU.iclkil liim » !•» IMc 
Tory [kirh . ni coi'MMjtu nrr orinarrMn'; il)»’ d - r i>l>k ’\Vjn. 
WyiklhiUTit thr t onf’nU ntt.il (Vk (‘1’ ]JolinL:l»r<»kt , .tiul I itlu r 
of Lord Iv^Tfiriont ; and was ukhIc ono oi tlu- n ImiJi’s ol'^ldlc, 
uhen Lord in was appointed first I oid of lilt' 'Frea- 

1 nry. lie planned tlie Aini !'ie::.i Stamp A<1, and couimtneed 
I lie op])osilion to Wilke-. ! ie alte* w ard.s, In.w v\ i r, Itec nnic di>- 
with Lonl Lute, and, hi-r(>ij,n'dl'(.,i, fit inly attached 
hiiiisiJf to the party of l.ord l{oekinj>'lMni ; tlie rno-t pure an<l 
unmtxt Whitif leader <)f liis day, with wliotn ;iko I orcl Teiii[d( 
and the Rirl of Chatham had now nrnti. i tli< s. ldii\ 
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like other honest serv'ants, you determined to 
involve the best of masters in the same diffieulties 
with yoursclK We owe it to your Grace’s well- 
directed labours, that your Sovereign has been 
persuiuled to doubt ot‘ the aHections of his sub- 
jects, and the people to suspect the virtues of 
their Sovereign, at a time when both were un- 
questionable. You have degraded the royal 
dignity into a base, dishonourable competition 
with Mr. Wilkes, nor had you abilities to carry 
even this last (•ontemf)fible triumph over a pri- 
vate man, without the grossest violation of the 
fundamental laws of the constitution and riglits 
of the people. Ihit these are rights, my Lord, 
W'hich you can iio more annilulate, than you can 
the soil to which they are annexed. The qu(?s- 
tion no longer turns uj)on points of national ho- 
nour and security abroad, or on the degrees of 
expedience and propriety of measures at home. 
It was not inconsistent that you should abandon 
the cause of liberty in another country*, which 
you had persecuted in your ownj and in the 
common arts of domestic vorruption, we miss 
no part of Sir Robert Walpole’s systemt except 
his abilities. In this humble imitative line, you 
might long have pi’oceeded, safe and contempt- 
ible. You might, probably, never have risen to 

'' t’orsiry. ldit. 

\ Sec note to Letttr xvi. p. 177. kdi i. 
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(he dignity of being hated, and even have been 
despised with moderation. But it seems you 
meant to be distingiiislicd, and, to a mind like 
youi's, there was no other road to lame but by 
the destruction of a noble fabric, whicli you 
thought had been too long the admiration of 
mankind. The use you have made of the mi- 
litary force introduced an alarming change in 
the mode of executing the laws, 'i'lic aiiiiirary 
appointment of Mr. Luitrcll invades the foun- 
dation of the laws themselves, as it manifestly 
transfers the right of legislation from those whom 
the people liave chosen, to those wliom they 
have rejected. Witli a succession of such a]>- 
pointments, we may soon sec a House of Com- 
mons collected, in the cJioicc of which tlie other 
towns and counties of England will have as 
little share as the devoted county of Middlesex. 

Yet, I trust, your Grace will find that the jieo- 
ple of this country are neither to be intinhdateil 
by violent measures, nor deceived by refine- 
ments. When they sec Mr. Luttrill seated in 
the House of Commons by mere ilint of pow’er, 
and in direct ojiposition to the ciioice of a whole 
county, they will not listen to those subtleties, 
by which every arbitrary exertion of authority 
is explained into the law and privilege of par- 
liament. It requires no persuasion of argument, 
but simply the evidence of the senses, to con- 
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vince tlicni, that to traiisl’cr the rip;lit of elcctiot! 
(j'oni tlio (•oil>.>cli\*, U) ilio rc'orcsrs/taUvc body 
()l‘ th(' people, eoniiaiiiel • all jIiom ideas of a 
House of ( 'oniiiioiii, mIucIi liiey iia^e )Tcei\ed 
Ifom lr>r(d:iiliers, aud wliicli lliev luue al- 

reads, llioii,n!i \aitily pei haps, d' liverc.l to their 
ehildi eii. 'i'iie prineipie'^, on whieh this violent 
measure has l)e''ii delendod, have adiied scorn 
lo injiiJ i, and (i)reed us to jeel, that we are no! 
<))dy o])])n'ssed, i-ul insulted. 

With what li'/ice, my land, with what pro- 
lecfion are you jncjiared to meet tin- united de- 
testation of the ))eoj)!e of Kne,land? The cil\ of 
l.ondou has p,'iven a ifenerous example to tlie 
kiuffdoin, iii what maiiner a king’ of this eonntiy 
ought lo be addressed * ; and 1 liiney, my land, 
it is not yet in your courage lo stand between 
your Sovereign anil the addresses of his subjects. 
I'lie injuries you Jiave done this country are sncli 
as demand not only redress, but vengeance. In 
vain shall you look tor protection to that venal 
vote, whicli you have already paid (or— another 
must be purchased; and to si .e a minister, tiie 
House of Onnmons must declare themselves not 
only indejiendent of their constituents, but the 
determined enemies ol’ the constitution. Con- 

‘ l/iriliiT pniicrti in Ji <ii le tifr xxwi 

^’ol. IT. [>. 
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sidcr, *111} Lord, whether this be an extremity 
to which their tears will jicrniit them to advance; 
or, it’ Iheir protection sliotdd tail yon, how tlir 
yon are autliori/.ed to rely n])on the sincerity of 
those smiles, which a jiions court laiishes with- 
out relnctanee upon a libertine by pro/e.ssion. 
It is not, indeed, the least of the, thonsaiul con- 
tradictions which attend yon, that a man, marked 
to the world by the grossest Aiolatnm ol all ce- 
remony and decorum, shonld be tlie first son ant, 
of a court, in which praxers are moraiily, and 
kiiecliii" is religion. 'IVust not too liir to aji- 
])earanees, by which yonr jiredeccisors have been 
deceived, though tliey have not lieen injured. 
Even the best of princes may at last discover, 
that this is a conleiifion, in wliieli ex eiy thing 
may be lost, but nothing can be gained ; and as 
yon became minister by accident, were adopted 
without choice, trnsteil without coiitidenee, and 
eontinned without faxonr, be assured that, when- 
e\'er an occasion presses, xon xxill be di-'Carded 
without even the forms of’ regret. 'S'on will then 
have reason to be thankliil, if’ von are permitted 
to retire to that seat of learning, which, in con- 
templation of the system of y<>nr life, the com- 
parative purity of’ your manners with tlio.se of 
their high stewaial, and a thousand other recom- 
mending circumstances, has clio.^en you to en- 
courage the growing xirtue of their youth, and 
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to preside over their education *. Whenever tlic 
sj)irit of distributing prebends and bishopricks 
sliall have departed fi'oni you, you will find that 
learned seminary perlectly recovered from the 
delirium of an installation, and, wliat in trutli 
it ought to be, once more a j)eaceful scene of 
slumber and thoughtless meditation. The ve- 
nerable tutors of the university will no longer 
distress your modesty, by proposing you for a. 
pattern to their pupils. The learned dulness of 
declamation will be silent t ; and even the venal 
muse t, though happiest in fiction, will forget 
your virtues. Yet, for the benefit of the suc- 
ceeding age, I could wish that your retreat might 
he deferred, until your morals shall happily he 
ripened to that maturity of corruption, at which 
tJie worst examples cease to be contagious. 

.lUNirs. 

^ The Duke of (Jmfton was oliancLllor, anti l.onl Santlwich 
hi^h ‘‘tewavd of thf iinnersily <»f i.dit. 

*1 Dr. Jolnistiii i«i the person lu ro siippnst'tl tt) he liintid at 
hy the author, fimt 

X ITe alliules to (Jraj's celebrated Odt' to Music, conij)o^ctt 
and pertorrned on the intstallatioii ot lii" Grace as clianccllor <»l 
the university ; begiiininj:^. 

Hence! avaunt! holy t^round-- 

Toinu^ and his midnight crew, i^c. mmi. 
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LETTER XVT. 

TO THE PRINTEU OF THE PUBLIC AHVEHTISER. 

SIR, 19 J«/y, 1769. 

A GREAT deal of useless argument 
might have been saved, in the political contest 
which has arisen from the expulsion of Mr. 
Wilkes, and the subsequent appointment of Mr. 
Luftrcll, if the question had been once stated 
with precision, to the satisfaction of each party, 
and clearly understood by them both. But in 
this, as in almost every other dispute, it usually 
happens that much lime is lost in relerring to q 
multitude of cases and precedents, which prove 
nothing to the purpose, or in maintaining pro- 
positions, which are cither not disputed, or, 
vvliether they be admitted or denied, are entirely 
indifferent as to the matter in debate ; until at 
lust the mind, perplexed and contbunded with 
the endless subtleties of controversy, loses sight 
of the main question, and never arrives at trntli. 
Both parties in the dispute are apt enough to 
practise these dishonest artifices. The man, who 
is conscious of the weakness of his cause, is in- 
terested in concealing it : and, on the other side, 
it is not uncommon to see a good cause mangled 
by advocates, who do .not know the real strength 
of it. 
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I slioulil be glad to know, for instance, Uj 
what pur])ose, in the present case, so many })re- 
cedents have been produced to ])rove, tliat the 
House of' ('ominous have a right lo expel one of 
their own members; that it belongs to them to 
judge of the valiility of’ elections ; or that the 
law of parliament is part of the law of tlie land* ? 
After all these propositions are admitted, Mr. 
.LuttreU’s right to his seat will continue to be 
just as disputable as it was before. Not one ol' 
tlu'm is at jnasent in agitation. Let it be ad- 
mitted that the House of (’ominous were autho- 
rized to expel Mr. \('ilkes; that they are the 
proper court to judge of elections, and that ilu' 
law of parliament is bimling upon the ]>eoj)le ; 
still it remains to be emjui red whether the Hon-e, 
bv their resolution in favour of I^lr. T.uiirell, 
have or have not truly dcclaied that law. To 
facilitate this empiiry, 1 wouhl haw the ipies- 
tion cleared of all foreign or indiilei ent matter. 
The following state of it will probably be thought 
a fair one by both parties; and then I imagine 
there is no gentleman in this country, '\!io will 
not be capable of tlirming a judicious anti true 
opinion upon it. I take the (|uesuon to be strictly 
this : “ Whether or no it be the known, esta- 

" '['lir rcatki V lIk. .\l lliat Uio-c ru]j’r)''"i()Hs arc iiuulf. 
not ii>. ul (:iiiii.‘, iinij it'stiiuidhli', !)nt 'or l!u' .sake of ar{j,aHHt.*ii( 
and 111 oilier lilt; rcai tjnc.-tioii to 



!)lisiie(l iaw of parliament, lliat the expulsion of 
a member of the House of Conn; ons, of itself 
creates in him such an incapacity to be ro-cleet.- 
ed, that, at a subsequent election, an;y votes 
!>'i\en to him arc null .iiitl ami iliat any 

other caiulitlate, wbo, c eept tlie person cNpel- 
Icil, iias the (greatest munbcr of \!)ees, ou^'ht to 
be tlie '^ittiii'i,- mcir.ber.” 

'i'o piMve that ihe r.'iirmaf . e is the law of 
parliamc-nt, 1 apj)u i'end ii i, j, ;; suf.'ieieut lor 
the j)res( iu House at' . to tleclarc it to 

be so. \Ce may sbiit oiu eve., iutieed to the 
daujucrons consequences of .>nil‘.' iiu>- i/ue branch 
of the Icgisiulure to deciaic 'u w laws, without 
artpimeiit oi' example, and it may j)eil)aj)s be 
pnulent onoiii!;h to suinnif t..> :'iil!iorii\ ; bnt a 
mere asseition n ill ne\'.i <.oinnu‘e, much less 
will it be thought leasonahlc to pro-. e the right 
h\ the laet itself The miiiisiia iia\e r.ot \i*l 
pretended to such a tvranny t>v(u o.i:’ luiml'. i'o 
support the attinnativc lairl\, it will cibua b-: 
necessary to produce some statute, ie ai'i-u it liiul, 
positive provision sluill ha^e been m 1 , iliat 
specific disability clearly created, aiul u.e cou- 
sccpiences of it declared; or, if theiebe no sueij 
•statute, the custom of parliament must tiieii he 
referred to, and some case or cases*, strieti) in 

* Precedents, in opposition to principle.-, liave little neiijiil 
.h Ml Imt he Uioiij.ht it iiectb.'ury to meet the ministry, 
upon their own ;;iound. 
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point, must be produced, with the decision ol‘ 
the court upon them ; tor I readily admit that 
the custom of parliament, once clearly proved, 
is equally binding with the common and statute 
law. 

The consideration of what may be reasonable 
or unreasonable makes no part of this question. 
We are enquiring what the law is, not what it 
ought to be. Reason may be applied to shew 
the impropriety or expedience of a law, but we 
must have either statute or preceilent to prove 
the existence of it. At the same time I do not 
mean to admit that the late resolution of the 
House of (Vmnnons is defensible on general prin- 
ciples of reason, any more than in law. This is 
not flic hinge on which the debate turns. 

.Supposing, thcrelbre, that 1 have Jaiil down an 
accurate state of the question, I will venture to 
aflirin, 1st, That there is no statute existing, by 
which that specific disability, which we speak of, 
is created. If there be, let it be produced. The 
argument will then be at an end. 

2dly, That there is no precedent in all the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons which comes 
entirely home to the present case, viz. “ where 
an expelled member has been relumed again, 
and another candidate, with an interior number 
of votes, has been declared the sitting member.” 
If there be such a jirecedent, let it be given to 
us plainly, and I am sure it will have more w'eight 

fi 
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than all the cunning arguments which have been 
Jrawn from inlerenccs and j)robabilities. 

The ministry, iii that laborious pamphlet, 
which, I presume, contains the whole strength of 
the party, ha\ e declared % “ 'J’hat Mr. Walpole’s!' 
was the first and only instance, in which the elec- 
tors of any county or borough had returned a 
person expelled to serve in the same parliament.” 
It is not ])ossi!)le to conceive a case more exactly 
jU point. Mr. Walpole was expelled, and having 

(\isc (if the Middlesex election considtred, iiS. 

I 1'liK I'lcl occurred while Mr. Walpole was in an interior 
capacily to dial in w’liicli he afterwards appeared so eon^picu- 
on Iv a.- ])rnnc ininislcr of CJeorjijc I. and (icor^’c II. At the 
p< ri«>d in qiaNtioii, the Tories liavinjr obtained a majorily in 
parliaineiil, e\pelltd him for Ihe crime of havin|j accepted pro- 
tils iij)on a imlitary contract, while secretary at war, and at the 
‘^Jinc lime [lO'^sessed iiitlucnee enough to have him commilted 
to the Tuw’er. 11c was inemlHT for Lynn Regis, the Inirgcsscs 
of which borough were warmly attached to him. It was for lliis 
httrough he had httn relumed at an early pcrio'l of his life, 
which hew a*, enahlcd, while a young politician, to head the Wing 
party agaiu'-l Si. John, aflerw'ards l^ord Rolingbrokc, who took 
a leading part in die Tory administration of Harley. 

IVom die disgrace into whicli he was hereby for a Jong time 
pluiigtd, he was at length relieved by the failure of the minis- 
ter’s favourile expedient of the South Sea incorporation, and the 
extreme unpopularity in which lie was consequently involved. 
Walpole now triumphed upon the ruin of his rival; heeaine 
prime mini.stcT, retained the post through the wlioleof the 
exi.sting and part of the next reign, and for his sen ices 
<*ieated liiarl of Orford. edit. 
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a majority of votes at the next election, was re- 
turned again. The Ifieiuls of" Mr. Taylor, a can- 
didate set u]) by the ministry, petitioned the 
House that he might be ihe sitting member *. 
T'luis fill' the ciieumslances tally exactly, except 
that our fJoiise ot Commons saved Mr. Luttrell 
the trouble of petitioning. The point of law 
however was tiie sanse. It came regularly before 
the House, and it was their business to determine 
u{)on it. They did determine it, lor they do- 


* Tlio followini;' arc \\iv particulars of this case as extracted 
from the journals of the ILni^e of Commons: 

Oil tbe ‘■^3 of F( hruavy 1711, a petition of the freemen and 
freo-l)ur‘;hcr.^ of the boroiio’h of Kinji^’s C>Hn, in the ciamty oi 
Morftilk, was preedited to the Ilou e, and read; sellini.; forth, 
th.it Monday the cliTcnthof I'chrnary last, hein^ a])pointetl for 
eliii'-ing' a inemhcr to serve in parliament for this boroiipli, in 
the room of Robert Walpole. Jwj. e\p»lle(l this House, Samnei 
Taylor Tsq. teas circled tluir bm John Bagp, present 

mayor of tile said boroui>h, refused to retui n ihe said Siiutucl 
fay lory ihouiffi irquind so to do ; and returned the said Robert 
Walpole, t bough expelled this ]1 ou>l, and then a prisoner m the 
Tower, and ])raying- the eoiisidfation of the llou.se. 

'' March (ith. Tlu: order of the day being read of taking 
into eonsider.ition the inerit.s of the petition of the freemen and 
free-burphers of the horough of Kiiig^s lynn in the county of 
-\oifolk, and a motion hciiig made lliat council he called in, 
upon a division, it was ivsoh td m the lu gative; Tellers for the 
yeas Sir Charles ruriu r, Mr. PuUciiey,lJ7. Ti llers for the noes. 
Sir Simeon Stuart, Mr. Joster, — amotion being made, 
and thi- <|no.>tion put, that Robert Wal]iole E.sq. having been, 
this &c.ssion of purliaiiient committed u prisoner to the Tower 

of 
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clart'il Mr. "^raylor uot diilij clcc/r /. If’ it be 
said that they meant this resolution a-' matter oi’ 
favour and indulgence to tlie borough, which 
bad retorted Mr. M'alnoie upon them, in order 
that the burgesses, bnowiiig wJiat the law was, 
might correct their error. I answer, 

I. That it is a strange way ol' arguing;, to oj)- 
pose a ,sup)K)sition, whicli no li’au can p'o' e, to 
a iiict which |)ro', e.s ic e!/’. 

II. That it t!)i'> wen* the intention ol* the 
House of (^)mm<'^^,^ ii jiui.-i have deieaied itself, 
riie bnrgess('s {/f Lynn cottid never have known 
titeir error, nujcli leis could tltey ha.c correetcil 
ii, by any inslrnclLm lin y rcc {‘ivcil iiom the pro- 
ceedings of the llonse off Vnnmuns. 'I'hey might 
pv'rhaps have fiu’eseen, that , if lhe;> leltiri.ed ?d»'. 
\\'aljK)le again, lie would again lie rejeeted ; Imt 
tliev never eould infer, from a re'^ohition by 
vvliieh the canididafe with lJ:e lev; esi I'otes '.via 

•>r LdikVmi, i'\ju !!t.<l lliis fui' .\n Invia li mJ' tin t 

in tlif i >'rcH!n)ii esf hi-' oilicc, aiivl n'Mon.m- 'vviicn 

-Lcroliiiy ;:t war, w.l-, ;hhI n!;a;>a!)Iv' ' !‘ Im ii '; tlLi-n-.l it 
UK lulu.r to in tins |;rornf |oLit.i"tf i*. jlV-i - ft- .uKcd, 

upon a (livjr.ion, ni tlu’ af}inn;jtiii\ i hlji ;i nis-uun iKiiiti ir.tulc, 
and ihf (jULslion }:nl, that S.iinnt‘l l. duly c!»Tffd 

a to scr\f in LIk- jn-tw iit purlidim tiL iu - the Luna," h t.-l’ 

Killy's Lynn 111 tlio a)unty<*L N^rlLIk, it in llit :w '^jti\f. 

Kcs<)h(d, that ih(* 1 itL* okclluii uL a ;«• -t i\k‘ in tlL* pic.- 

s-ent parhamt nl tor tlio sai(n>otoii?;]i vit' L\nii, m iLt 

tounly ot‘ Noifolk, is a vitid clec lKjp.’* 

N "J 


LIH ' . 



ISO 


UTTERS OF 


declared not duly elected, that, at a fliture elec- 
tion, and in similar circumstances, the House of 
Commons would Reverse their resolution, and 
receive, the same candidate as duly elected, 
whom tlicy had before rejecled. 

This indeed would have been i most extra- 
ealinarv way of cleelariruy the law of’ parliament, 
and what 1 pie:-n;i;e m# tnan, whose understand- 
in;,; ]"• liul at eruss-pur}))ses with itselfj could 
possibly iuulei>.*aJ!(L 

If, in a case- of this importance, I thought 
myself al liberty to argue from suppositions ra- 
ther tlian from facts, I think the probability, in 
this instance, is directly the reverse of what the 
ministry alfirm ; and tluvtil is much more liki'ly 
that, the House of Commons at tJiat time would 
rath.cr have strained a point in liivour of Mr. 
Taylor, than that they would have violated the 
law of parliament, and robbed Mr. Taylor of a 
right legally vested in him, to gratify a refrac- 
tory borough, which, in defiance of them, had 
returneil a jierson branded with the. strongest 
mark of the displeasure of the House. 

Ihit really. Sir, this way of talking, for I can- 
not call it argument, is a mockery of the com- 
mon understanding of the nation, too gross to 
be endured. Our dearest interests are at stake. 
An attem[)t has been made, not merely to rob 
a single county of its rights, but, by inevitable 
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consequence, to alter the con'iti* tion of the 
House of Commons, 'riiis latal at(en;|)f has suc- 
ceeded, and stands as a pi -.'eech'ut, la'corded !br 
ever*. If the ministry are unable to deleiid 
their cause by fair argnuK ut, /i>i!Tidcd on tacts, 
let tliem spare us at least the nioriilicatiuil of 
being amused and ileludcd like children. I 
believe there is yet a spirit <*1‘ resistance in this 
country, wliicli will not submit to be oppressed j 
but I am sure there is a liiiul of good sense in 
this country, wlhcli cannot be deceived. 

.tUNlL'S. 


bETTEU XVII. 

•ro TIIK IMUNTER Of THE Pl'BEU' ADVItUTlSKK. 

SIR. 1 iTtiy, 

It will not be necessary for Jl nius to 
take the trouble ofanswering your correspondent 
(ji. A. or the tpiotation from a speech without 
doors, published in your [taper of' tlu> 28 th of 
Iasi month I . 'The speccli appeared before Ju- 

* Soc Ihc Iktlilor’s luilf t<i Letter xLvr. in uhich tjie reader 
will linil a ])arlK ular amunil of the taken by Mr. Wilkes 

to jirocnre the eraMirc ot the.'.e proceedings from tJie journals 
of the Hoii.sf of (\iinmons. r.iuT. 

•j* It .secni'' blit fair tliat tlu: reader diould he put into j)os- 
session of both tlie pa[)ers \thich it is the olject of the present 
letter to oppose ; hut more c>peeij:lly tlie latter, which was 

written 
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NiTTs’s letter, aiifl as the author seems to consider 
the great proposition, on whicli all his argument 
depends, viz. Ilud ]\!r. JVUkcs ivas vmkr that 
knoxcn h’li ftl iurdpnnh/, of ' U'/tirlr ,U:\ivs spealos, 
as a point granted, liis spoeeli is, in no shape, an 

r-nrtO! iiy i)r. l!l;u'k=tot!(', mi.l a from auotlu'i- jtart 

orwliirh Ji’Mr'", in ]i. '<) nl thi^ \olunK'. cfnilrdsts wuli nn»‘ 
from ihr Comnu ntanc'.. 'riu* 1 ViHor has tbra Ion* cxlrach fl 
tli<‘iij from thf jniirnal rt fc n t tl Iw. 

TO 'inr, r;.i::Trii or nir. vv'mac ADvrirnsru. 

T T U. 

I Ti V'; 1 ]t/on'"'<h all (hit alit nlinn, tlu* Irftrr of 

h NO in ( ilc'i in your pajjrr of the ll)Hi in-t. J jtcrlhrtly 

!;:r(C V. nil him that a c,n*at ♦hal f»f iim ar^niiunt 
ha\t In (11 '■avid ;n tilt political tool* -a whuii ha'^ njion 

ilu rApnl ion oi' 'Mr. WilLi *, and ( 1 h siih-i tpn nt apjnMiil- 

jnciit of ATi . Lull rill, ifUtc <]iu.Tion had hccn onct >)attd\\ilh 
prtci^^ion t(Hh( fcalLiarlioii of carh party. Ytl after all tla 
UL^cnions pains Ji nii s ha:-, taken, 1 iiinch douht win Unr tlu 
rpiotion, it's hi lia,'' thought ht to t'lalc jl, will at all saii-fy more 
LIkiII one ]!ar(y. The ipK'^tion, as lu ha-^ ^iun it, is “ W'lu - 
thcr or no it he the know n cstahlidud law of parharncnl, thai 
the cxjink'ion nl a nicmhcr ot thr House of Conm.oiis, of it^df 
epralc^ in Inin siieh an inrapaeily of heiiio’ re-elt cled, tliat at 
a sn!'s((jnrnt clctlion, any voles ^iven to him are null and void, 
and that any other Cdiididate who, e\re]T the |)erton ixpelled, 
ha^ the jLTreatrst rmmlM r of \f»tes, onii^ht to h<‘ tlie Htimi; iiK'ni- 
ber f” , 1 1 Ml sliaxiTiiT thus toiiind Ills (pM stion, entertain'- the 
i*t aflei w itli a h'w vpii-itt (1 (loin i.,ln ,, not pi i iiaps dnectly aJ 
rnv ; and till :i what prohahly tlie jiarty he oppose^ 

will HOT rhny, VIZ. Tli.it to .snppoit tin allirinatnc^ fairly, 
it w ill either he ncit * ary to piodnre soirif‘ ,^tatllte, in w hieli 
♦hat positive I’rovision sliall have been made^ that specific dis- 
ability 



JUNirs. 


18 ? 


answer to Junius, for tliis is llio very question in 
debate. 

As to G. A. I observe first, that if he did 
not admit of Junius’s state of the question, he 
should have shen n the fallacy of it, or given us a 


ability t?IcarlY rrcatnl, luid llu* cuiiM'qni*iHX> of il dt‘clar<jd ; 
or it tluTf hL no snrli .stahitr, llie oiiNtuin of parlr.nnnil nm-A 
tlicn be riTt rred lo, anti .some- case^ or strictly in point, 

nniAi)C pruduH'd, witli tlir decision ofllii court upon tbem/^ 
Suj>p(».‘-c, for ar^^uuKut^ sake, that no ‘^ucll slaliitc, no such 
cuAoin of |)arlianu'Ml, no Midi cast* in ])f>inl can be |)rodiu:L‘d» 
doc.s it liitrcforc ibllow ibat tin* determination oftlie llouNCof 
Commons, in rc«>ard to Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Lnttrdi, was 
wrouu; ? Have not llie ineinlxi's of the pust iit House as ;;ii;oo<l 
a rij^lit locstablisli a prt’ct d(‘iit, as the members of any unUjce- 
tlent house ever had r Jt.Mis adnuU a ri; 4 ht m the House to 
rx[)el But was tlien* not .1 tune prior to .ill cAjailsion ? and 
waslJie first expulsion tiierdore \vroii'»' ? M a> tlicie not a 
liiiK' prior to e\ery otlier pneedrnt m the .lournals nl llie 
House But was (Very such, or any such pncedtiil tlienfon* 
wroii'4' A F‘e tilings wronj^ merely because ihiy \\<n‘ lu'vrr 
done before ? <Jr do wroii^ things become riL;ht by mere dm* 
of repetition Sliould Jumls think fit to answer tlu .sC fjucs.- 
tioiis, I may bt iiidiiee<l perhaps to enlarge upon tii-* subject. 

I am, Sh’, 

Your hunihk; servant, 

Juij/ 26. 0. A, 

TO TIIR PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, Jftiy 1 7G9. 

Tm answer to the arguments and observations of your 
correspondent Junius (relating to the vote of tlie 9th of May, 
in favour of Colonel Luttrcll) 1 send you the following extract 

from 
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more exact one ; — sooomlly, tliat, oonsiilering 
the many lunirs anti days, wln’cli the miiiisti v 
and their advocates have wasted, in pid)lic de- 
bate, in compiling- lar<re tjuartos, and collecting 
iinininerable jH’ccedenls, t'xpressly to prove that 


from a ])aiU]iljK‘1 piihli^ud, which please lo jji.^rl as ^n()ll 
\ou can, ami therchy ohJiip*, 

AN n\A) (•()l{hV.''l^(>,\f)i:M‘. 

ViJC, r/l t/ooM tfpo'.l /J'*‘ i'J t! 't Hie I'M/ 0)\ th 

\)lh (bii/ tff i / h9* 

Voi 1 ! qutslust I Will .iii-wer, lr.i‘ in^ fir.' I jtn iniHftl, 
that if yo'ti are we dul n^hl in st tUm^ a^ule ’\lr. 

W t’i( t'tKML I < iiniui bi'iu vi' it wjU]>ea\er\ diiTit nil l.i-k 
to M.innue ^nn lit >i the adiimliivd; ef i\Ir. Iditti\ll wa- tlir 
Hiia\ ojMdhlt* et»iw( <|uenec‘. ‘ Ntt. (>av yeti} iur )nii 

iiijl;IiI li.Me tieelared it a \ei(i elrrhon. Vfiiy t^re.ilrr 

leni’lii'' than m ihmu'r liim‘s, even the in'>>l lit ati il ami \inli nt, 
it wasMer tiioiij^ht ])ropcr lo '' Or upun w lial li’iinind, eitlier 
of rea-on or aiitlionty, ran you ju. tify the voh‘ you i^ave, that 
iMr. hiitln*!!, who eerlainly liad not tht* uiaiorily, w.is duly 
eleeletl 'flu: tjuesUou you ha\t. a riLihl to put to uie, and \ 
mean li> il a dirret an.''W'er. 

Now tii(' prim I pie upon wlneh I \t)trd was tin.*, that in all 
ofelet'tioii hy a niajni ity -S wherever the candidate 

for whom the most \ote^ are t;nt‘u, a]>pe.ir> to have been, at the 
lime oftlie election, niitler a /rz/tALv/ /r'^al incapacity, the per- 
son who had the m'At |],rratest nuinbiv of voles ou”hl to he 
considered a^ the per-oii duly t*!c'**ted. And lhi>, us a general 
principle,] lake itt lu aln ^elher uncontrovertihle. We may 
diller m our veays of e\pressinii the pi me'ple, or of explamiiij; 
the ivroumh of it : some cluisiac; to state it, that the electors 
voting- for Mich incapable person, do, for that time, forfeit 

their 
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lute, no suck custom of parliament, no such casein 
point can be produced. G. A. may however 
make the supposition with safety. It contains 
nothing, but literally the fiicl, except that there 
is a case exactly in |)oint, with a decision of the 

lit Teal lilt' jhj.'Mbility of any iKruon at all. Kdtlier n it nc- 
t' 4 '>siiry, Ml tn'tkT to a i 'iiMiHLiti V iKUiiTtliily dccleil, that be 
Mionhl have llic inlt s ol' nunv lhan one half of the electors 
prcM Nl ; since. il‘ it \\< re, <hvt‘i>iiy of inclinalions aiiion^ the 
ciccU)!''^, uiul the uniting up ol three t‘anilulale.>i, inij^ht as com- 
p!etei> rni-lra!.' •'.!! |'n'*>ihiliiy oi MipplMiit^ the vacancy, as the 
alLMiice of one half of the electors would m the former case. 
Ae.e(tvdm;j^K , therefoie, wti coTislaiitly sec, that wherever there 
arc inert than twt' <;andidate-> for out* lacancy, the election 
ik'ttrmuutl, not st) pH»\H ilv l>y a majorilv, as hy a pUiraht;v 
ol‘\uicts; and the eandidaU*, who has more voices than an\ 
out t)f Ills coinjKliltirs, although itmer tlian tme half of th.e 
el< ctor« ])rc‘-ent, IS always dclerminctl to he well and duly 
electttl; iht re bein'' intlet d no otlicr nu Ihod alltiwed hy the 
0011*^411011011, of votnii;' ai'ani.st one canihdate, Imt hy volinjj^ for 

ai. othtT ; nor any Iiheity of declaring* whom I uoultl prefer in 
the secuiul place, in case iny hrsi vote should prove intdectiial , 

t. ilher t'f w hu h allowance • iniulit pit, vent any ilection bemiv 
jiiailc. 

‘'Thus far llicn wc are Gnaidtd a; und the jnihlic .'service 
hi in;;’ disapptimteti, cither hy the rtinis nes^ of the t lectors iii 
•ihHiitin^ 1 1 It' 111 solves troin the election, or hy J-urli a tlivtr^ify 
of Opinion^ ainorin the cltctors present, a.s thoiii>h innocent in 
itself, w'ould y t hf of fatal coiT«e<jueMCe to the public, should 
it he sutlercd to <>pt ratt* --o tur .i" to prevent any cdtctual elec- 
tion from takiiiLj ]>lacc. Ihit nucli in vain have these rule-, 
been estahiislu ^l, if it is still to he m the fiower of the same 
number of electors, hy a little iiianageincnt, to eflect the same 

purpose. 
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IIou.se, diametrically opposite to’tl‘-t which the 
proscMit House of ('oinmons came to io favour of 
Mr. Luttrcll. 

'Hie ministry now l)e_£>-in to be ashamed of 
the weakness of their cause, and, as it usually 
happens witli tidsehood, are dn\en to the tieces- 

and put an flKcinal bar to all |><».^.''ilMlity of a valid 
rbr.tioii. lladtliry, l)y ^tayini;- aw ay, <K'clantl lli.it they wftiild 
tako no part in .s\n)plyin;; tlic \aranry, tlu ir frlNnv cli‘( tor«^, 
wiio rlio-,c to o\oi< mc du-ir fiMiu’liiM*, an/I upon whom, m that 

tin; <"‘inp,k n n^ht ivonid haxr drv/>l\'('d, in(L;ht jia\r(\- 
viWM'd tliiir n:;ht dc/'oi*dm:;l\ , and ihr ]>iihiir M fvicc wnukJ 
ha\(.* lu’ni prov i<l«‘d ihr, Ihii shall th* y ho ;;llow< d to ronio, 
and hy that tlu y w dl \otc a^'aiiisl one t andidato, hut 

lor no ollui, or hy \ohntc ior pt‘r>on whom tin y know to 
Ik‘ iiK.apahUi of hoidino tlio oiiin\ a« inil\ , to all intents an/l 
purp/i,s(‘s, d< pnv'e (lit ir ft h'ow.s of du ir rii^ht, and tla* pnhhc 
/ I lfs dnr, ;is if, nislciid of rooiiir;, th/ y hid only sent a pro- 
hilnlion of proeeLtlmi; to any eleelion till it should he th/ ii 
i;ood pleasure to sutler one^ Ac^ainsl .-nch a mockery of the 
piililie anihorily common scn.se rcrianus, and lias ihercftae 
pn>\ideil against tins ahusc, hy pointing’ out this fail her ^piali- 
fication of the vnie hy which elections are to he dor alid. That, 
as the electors who ^i\c no vole at all, ha\e no p/nver of ex- 
cluding’ any candidate fur whom other electors do vole, .so tliose 
wlio j^ive tlu ir volt s for a person u ln>m lliey kn/>vv to he liy law 
iiUMpahle, arc to he coiisidercil cvaetly on the same foolin as 
if they pive lui votes at all ? Not to p;'i\e any vote, to declare I 
vote for nohody, or to \ote fortlie Ocat iMoi^nl, must nn.lonbt- 
cdly have the .same ( fleet. 

‘^d'hus then it ajipcared to me, that the pjeru ral rule, that in 
case of a hioxvti Irt'al im apaci^/ in iJic person having the ma- 
jority of voices, tile ca[»ahle persoii next upon the jioll, although 

choen 
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sity ol' shifting their ground, and changing then 
whole defence. At first ^ve \ver<‘ told that no- 
thing could be clearer than that the jnoceeilings 
of the House of Coinnions were just ilied by the 
kjiow'ii law and imilbnu custom of' [)arli:iiiient. 
]hif now it seems, if tlierebe no h'W', the House 
of Commons have a right to make one, and if 
lljere be no ])recodent, they ha\e a rigli! to 
create the first ; — for tiiis, 1 presume, is the 

rlioscn hy a minority, is duly dicUd, i'^ consoUfint to rcd*;oii, 
is iIuj dictdlo ot‘(*onnnou 

"That it had al.-o iho Kiiiction of aiilliont y, 1 v/a.s as clcail; 
ConMiicod. Tho practice of the rouvis ot‘ la\s , in Midi caM 
seeni> not to tse di'-pnlt d ; tlu'V have, hy ri jHaled dtr.c-iun., 
fslahlishul the |)niieiple. 

" l/poN tljcs(‘ oroimds, tliere/ore, holh of n asini and anlhoni \ , 

1 not only lhon<;'ht inysclf hiily justifKd in Ji'ivin;; niy vole, that 
Mr. Lutlrell w a-, duly i lcf‘led, hut in truth I could not think iny- 
M:ll’.it hherty to vote titherwiM-, hcin;^' ctuuinccd, that as on 
the one hand, by so \otm;;: 1 should do no wroinv tn the II 1-} 
fnvhnldt r^ of Middlesex, \\ liti, for the* cluinci l>em|4 al)l( to 
overhear liu .nithorily ot tin Utju e of f ouiinon,^. winch had 
adjmlLird ]\lr. il! t > to In- njca| ihlt , had clu-'cn to forego 
their iii;hl of taking p.ut m the ni'iCMratiun ol‘ a cajiahiv pen- 
son in Ins rot an ; hv i fonliarv eiccisioii, 1 slntuld have 
dtiiic a nio.-t iriamli >1 inpi.^tifc to iSl r I a it Lrell, and to die 1290 
fixeiiolder.s wln) \()t(d for him; anti who, in I'aihire of a noimiia- 
tioij hv an npuil imnihcr « it Ireelioldcr. of '‘ther cajjahlc can- 
didate, li.id, iipMit i\( ry pnnen»le of re.i.Mai, and (lery rule of 
law, a, well a.s aeconiiiii; to ihe nuilta’in iisuj^e of parliament, 
coiifemd upon him .i tlear inle to -^it a.s one of the reprt^'Ciifa’ 
tive.N for the county of Alr.ldlcjjex."' Luir. 
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amount of the questions proposed tf* Junius. If 
your correspondent had been at al! versed in 
tJie law ol‘ parliament, or generally in the laws 
of this country, he Avould have seen that this dc- 
Icnce is as weak and tidse as the former. 

'i'lu' privileges ol'either House of failiainent, 
il is true, aie i)ulctinife, that is, llicv have not 
been de"^^cribed or laid down in any oiie code or 
tIeciMralion whatsoever ; but \vlii)i(\er a ones- 
l>on or’ priv ilege has arisen, it h:i> invariably been 
disptiU'.! or ii.aiiiltiined iijion lln' liiotiog of pre- 
ced('!'!'. alone in the course oi’ the jiroceed- 
i'l" •. f]ioii the A’, lesbnry election, the House of 
Lords resolved, “ J'hat neither House of Parlia- 
ment had any power, by any vote or declaration, 
to create to tbcniselves any nevv jnivilegc that 
was not warranted by tlu* known laws and cus- 
toms of parliament.” Ami to this rule the House 
of Commons, though otherwise they had acteil 
in a very arbitrary manner, gave their assent, 
llir they aHlrmed that they had guided them- 
selves by it, in asserting their privileges. — N^ow, 
Sii’, if this be true with resjiect to matters of pri- 
vilege, in which the House of Commons, indivi- 
dually and as a body, are principally concerned, 
how much moi’c strongly will it hold against any 

^ This IS still iiieetiijj*' llio ministry n})on their own gronnti ; 
for, in truth, no |)recedciils will bUpjjort either natural injus- 
tice, or violation of positive n^lit. 

(i 
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pretended power in that House, to creale or dc- 
flarc a new law, by which not only the rights of 
the House over their owinncinber, and those of 
the nieinber hiniseir are concluded, l)ut also 
those ol“a third and se])a]ate jiaify, I mean the 
freeholders of the kingdom. 'I'o :h) justice to 
the ministry, they have not yci pretended that 
any one or any two of the three estates have 
power to make a new law, without the concur- 
rence of the third. They know that a man who 
maintains such a doctrine, is liable, by slaliile, 
to the heaviest ])onaltics. *^l'hey ilo not acknow- 
ledge that the House ol’( ’ominous ba\e assumed 
a /icti' jnivilege, or declared a ^Cl^ law. — t bi t!;e 
contrary, they .iHirm that tlieir ))i-i)e'. e!iinus i’.a\e 
b(!en strictly cont()rmab/c to and liamdcd 
the ancient law and custom of parliament, 'finis 
therefore the «)iicstion returns to the ])o'nt, at 
which JuNii’s had tixed it, \ iz. JJ’lirtittT or tio 
this be Ike lou' of parimmcnL If it be not, tlu‘ 
House of Commons had no legal authority to 
establish the iirecedcnl ; and the precetient it- 
self is a nitre li;ct, without any prool' of right 
W'h.atsoevei . 

Your corresponcient concludes with a ques- 
tion ot the simplest natme: Muxi a ll.ing be 
a’roHg, because il has necer bin: done before ? Nio. 
But ailmitting it wme jiroper to be done, that 
alone tlocs not cont'cy an authority to do it. 
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As to the present case, 1 hope I shall never see 
the time, when not only a sini^le ])tison, but a 
whole county, ami in ellect the entire collective 
body of the people may again be robbed of their 
birthright by a vote oi the Ilonst; of Commons. 
But it, for reasons which 1 am unable to com- 
prehend, it be micessary to trust that House with 
a power so exorbitant and so unconstitutional, 
at least let it be given to tliem by an act of the 
legislature. 

PIllU) JU NIL'S. 


LKiTiiu xvm. 

TO 1>R. WlLMiM m.ACKSTONi;, SOLICITOR l-.rNERAT. 
i O UKR MA.rcr.TY, 


SIR, ‘I'J Ji'v. no9. 

I SHALL make yon no apology for 
considering a certain jramphlet, in which your 
late conduct is defended, as written by your- 
self*. The personal interest, the personal re- 

^ This was at last ailnuUecl by the tVii iiJs t»r the* Solicitor 
Cienerdh The pamphlet was (ntitlcd, An answer to the 
question stated;” and was ,i reply to a pamphlet from Sir 
William Meredith, one of the ino^t active members ol' parlia- 
ment of the Whig party, entitlul, “ The question .staled,” in 
reference to the adjudication of Wilkeses incajjacity to sit in 
parliament after his last election ; m the cour^'e of whicli also, 
the inconsistency of opinion between that delivered by the 

Suhcuor 
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sontmcnts, and above all, lliat wounded spirit, 
unaccustomed to reproach, and I liopc not 
Ireqiiently conscious oi (lo.icr\’inc; it, arc signals 
which bctiay the author to us as plainly as if 
your name were in the liife-page. You appeal 
to /Jie public in defence ol your reputation. 
We hold it, Sir, that an injury oUercd to an 
individual is interesting to society. On tiiis 
principh; tin* |)coplc of Knglaud made common 
cause with Mr. Wilkes. On this j)rinciple, if 
yoif. are injured, they will join in your resent- 
ment. I shall not follow you through the 
insipid (onn of a third person, but address my- 
self to yon directly. 

You seem to think the channel ol' a pam- 
phlet more respectable and better suited to the 
dignity of your cause, than that of' a news- 

Stjlicilov (u-ntM’al in \\\^ and that on the point 

in (jUtstion ua.s a:iimad\(Tt<vl ujfon. 

The pn^> Mas tivtrwlh iiijcd Mith trails on tln.sdKpiito fioiii 
hotli .sjclc.s. Ol thost. ihi i huf', mdi pendoiUl}^ of Sir 
Ml‘rl•^lilh^, and tin reply to n liy Sir Wilhaui Ihackstono, 
Mere The ea-e < f the la^l « Itciion th’ the county of Middlc- 
coii>idered/^ atirdnitid U> i\Ir. f)y-'()n, who wa^; nick- 
nanicd^ hy hi.s opponent^ INlini^'o: Senon.s C’onsideraljon.'^;'' 

iMniv^n on the n.-c of Quidaiioiift;'* Mun^jfo^s ca^e enn- 
widered “ IaIIim' to vIcnU'.;"' “ Po-lsrript to Jimc.s,” 
puhlidied in it sub'.eiincni edition to Sir A\hlliain I3IacLstone"s 
reply, anti The I'alst Alarm,” writtinhy Doctor Johnson. 
Of all thc-t‘ Stine iiKidt'nlal notice i.:i taken lu the courjfe of the 
vohuncs befuie n^. roir. 
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paper. Be it so. Yet if iicn s-papc'-'- arc scurri- 
lous, you must confess they arc impartial. 
TJiey fifive ns, without any a))pareut preference, 
the wit and argument of the ministry, as well 
as l!ie abusive rlnlness of the opposition. T])e 
scales are equally jtoised. It is not the printer’s 
fiult if the greater weight ineluies the balance. 

Vftur pam])hlet then is diviiled into an attack 
upon Mr. Grcinille’s character, and a defence 
of \ our own. It would have been more con- 
•'isteiit ])erhaps with your professed intentions, 
lo liase confined yourself to the last. But 
anger has some claim to inchdgenco, and railing 
is usually a relief to the mind. I hope you 
have found bcnclit from the experiment. It is 
not Jiiy dosigii to cuter into a formal vindica- 
tion of Mr. (ircnville, upon his own principles. 

I have neither the honour of being personally 
known to him'', nor do 1 jtretend to be coii 5 - 
pletely master of all the facts. I need not run 
the risk of doing an injustice to his opiuhms, 
or to his coudnet, when your jtamphlet alone 

* Tifis, iili’g'i'.dy i i the PrcJiminary Fspb}", is a 

fniiy a.-'crtiori mIkh lakni in romifCtion with tiie 

f.irt, that I\Ir. ( ;*’( inillt', of ail tlir political charactrrs of the 
ilay, apihctr.^; to liavo luvn (.\ir anihoP.-, favourite. lie voliiu- 
tanly onuts c\( ry op})ortiiinty of censurinq^ him, and readily 
<nru'riux\^ t ry e.r^inn of ndnig and evtoliing- his conduct 
tind pi’iiifiplf-. LHii. 

\(>L. K i' 
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carries, upon the face of it, a full vindication 
of both. 

Your first reflection is, that Mr. (ironville'^ 
was, of all men, the person, vho shoiihl not 
haw complained of inconsistence with regard 
to Mr. WilKest. This, Sir, is either an un- 
meaning sneer, a jieevish exjiression of resent- 
ment, or, if it means any thing, you })lainly 
beg the (piesfionj l<>r whether his parliamentary 
conduct with regard to Mr. AV’^ilkes has or has 
not been inconsistent, remains yet to be jiroved- 
But it seems he received upon the spot a sulliei- 
ent chastisement lor exercising so unjahitj^ his 

^ Al f. < ir« tiNillt \\di{ a ii’oni tiu* Dot loi 

^Nffllcnl < omnit ulani .N, wliicli dustily I'oinratlicUtI Hn ti<a - 
iniic Tnaint.iiiifd l\v the Doetor jd the Ihuise uf ('oniiiicdi.>. 

I It iiet n already obMM ved that tlic opposition to AViIke-^ 
Miiniiieneeil with Mr. ( h-orire (ireitvillc, who udviscd the i.shUe 
ol* the (uiu r.il Warrant. It oh.stTved al-o ni liie >aiiie imte, 
that (dcn\ille afterwards deserted llie nniii.'itrv. and athulied 
himself >treniiou>ly t<> the \V hii;' party. Sec note in Voh I. 
p. 11)7. Li>ou ihU apparent ineonrsHieacy Jinu^ >hre\v«lly 
nniarks, that \v)iatever jintpriity or iinjnopiKty there niii>ht 
iiave heeii in Mr. (iriin ille’s opjiuMn;;' Wilke^ personally — 
the present question hiu-^ nothin'; to «lo with it — ir-* lie iiou' 
•'.upports him not on aeeounl of liis jteiNonal diaraeter. hiu as 
the msiuimcnt of the people at lari;x, who.-c n^hl™ and pri\i- 
le^^e-. th(^ nnniMry h.oi ^ro^sly \iobted hy then* eouduet 
towards him. idu. 

i An inaeciiral‘- expression in the })amphlel alluded to. 
'flic chasti.>cinenl that eii'-ued i^ related in Vol. 1. p. 20d. 

lilackstone 
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l;i!ent ol“ misrepresentation. You are a lawyer. 
Sir, and know better than I do, upon wliat 
particular occadon.s a taluit for misrepresenta- 
tion may be J'ah h) exerted ; but to punish a 
man a second time, when he has been once 
siirtieiontlv chastised, is rather too severe. It 
is not in the laws of England; it is not in your 
own commentaries, nor is it yet, I believe, in 
the new law you have re\ ealed to the House of 
Commons. I hope this doctrine has no exist- 
ence hut in your own heart. After all. Sir, if 
you had consulted that sober iliscretiou, which 
you seem to oppose with triumpli to the honest 
jollity of‘ a tavern, it might have occurred to 
\ oil that, although you could ha\ e succeeded in 
fixing a chargi' of inconsisteuce uj)ou Mr. Greii- 
ville, it would not have tended in any shape to 
exculpate yourself. 

Your next insinuation, that Sir ‘William 
JMcredith had hastily adopted the false glosses 
of his new ally, is of the same sort with the 
first. It conveys a sneer as little worthy of the 
gravity of your character, as it is usefess to your 
defence. It is of little moment to the public to 
enquire, by whom the charge was conceived, 

xvii'. thunderstruck at the contradi<‘tion |>oiiiUd out 
l>y (irtiiviJlc, and was incapalde of ntUrini^’ a word in hi* 
defence: — a pau-e eii iied, and Mr. Greiivilic in^uliin^^ly diouk 
Ills head ; for the rc.st sec tlic pia:^* as above referred to. run. 

O 2 
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or by whom it was adopted. The only question 
we ask is, whether or no it be true. The re- 
mainder of your reflections upon Mr. Gren- 
ville’s conduct dc'stroy themselves. Tic could 
not possibly come prepared to traduce your 
integrity to the House. lie could not foresee 
that you would oven speak upon the quertion, 
nnieh less could he lorcsec that you would 
maintain a direct contradiction of that doctrine, 
which you had solemnly, disinterestedly, and 
upon soberest reflection delivered to the public. 
He came armed indeed rvith what he thousrbl 
.1 respectable authorily, to s\ipport what he was 
convinced was the cause of truth, and I doubt 
)>oi lie intomloil to give you, in the course of the 
di'batc, an lionoiirablc aiut ])ublic testimony of 
his esteem, 'riiinking highly of his abilities, I 
cannot however allow him the gift of divination. 
As to what you are pleased to call a plan coolly 
formed to im))ose upon the House of Commons, 
anil his jiroducing it without provocation at 
midnight, I consider it as the language of pique 
and invective, therefore ninvorthy of regard, 
but, Sir, J am sensible I ha\c followed your 
evimple too long, and wandered fx’om the 
point- 

Tho quotation from your commentaries is 
matter of rcco'd. It ean neither be allercd 
by your fHeuds, nor misrepresented by your 
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enemies; and I am \villiniif lo lake 3'our own 
word for what j'on have said in the House of 
Commons. If there be a real diflbi encc between 
what you have written ami what you have 
spoken, y’oii confess that y^onr book ought to be 
the standard. Now', Sir, ij‘ words mean any 
thing, 1 apprehend that, when a long enumera- 
tion of disqualifications (wlieiher hv statute or 
the custom of parliament) comhules wl(h these 
general comprehcjisive words, “ hut suhjeet lo 
tiicse restrictions and disqualifications, /vo// 
snhjeet of the realm is ehgible of common 
light,” a reader ol' ])lain understanding, mii'-t 
of course rest satisfied that no species of di.-,- 
qualification whatsoever had been omitted. 'I'he 
known character of li)e amhor, and the a])- 
parent accuracy witli which the wliole woik 
is compiled, would c«»nfinn him in his ojfiniun ; 
nor could he poisihly form any other judgnieid, 
wifiiont looking upon jour commentaries in the 
same liglit in which you cuiisider those penal 
law's, which though not repealed, arc lullon imo 
disuse, and are now in cllect a s.naue 'io 'rin; 

fNW AKY*. 

* If, ill i^lalinp^ the law njion any a judge dt lilx - 

rakly aihfni> that lie has inthuled tverj/ and it slmuld 
aiijitMi* that lie hat; purposely omitte.d a inatrnal ca.'^e, he dot - 
ill cfKc't ley a unarefor the nnxiKiry^ ac iiioa. 

Thi.s l.isl part of fiie i> a qnolali*>ii artfully .selected 

from IJlaekblune’.s ou ii work-, and turiicd again-t hnui?elf. Lbu\ 



You tell us iiulcccl that it was not part 
your plan to specify any temporary incapacity, 
ami that you could not, without a spirit ol’ 
prophecy, have specified the disability of a 
private indiviilual, subsequent to (he period at 
which you wrote. What your ])lau was 1 know 
not; hut what jt should have been, in order to 
conipleto the work you ha\e given us, is by no 
means dilliciilt to determine. The incapacity, 
which you call temporary, may continue se\en 
years ; and though you might not have Ibreseen 
tlie particular case of Mr. Wilkes, you might 
and shoul I have f()rcsecn the jiossibility of ,siic/i 
a case, and told us how far the House of (lom- 
mouft were autliorized to ])rocecil in it by the 
law and ('iistoni of ]»arJiameii(. The freeholders 
ol Midillesev would then have known vvhat tliev 
hail to Uust to, and would nmer haie returned 
Mr. Wilkes, when colonel Luttrell was a caiuli- 
ilatc against him. 'I'hey would have chosen some 
indiflercnt person, rather than submit to be 
represented by the object of their contempt and 
detestation. 

Your attempt to distinguish between disa- 
bilities, which affect whole classes of men, and 
(hose which affect individuals only, is really 
iinwortliy of \our understanding. Your com- 
mentaries had taught me that, although the 
instanci', in which a penal law is exerted, be 



particular, tlic laws tlicmscivos .- ii' general. 
They arc made for the benefit and insinietion 
ot’the public, though theju naltv (alls only upon 
an individual. You cannot but know. Sir, that 
what w’as JNfr. Wilkes’s casi* yesterday may be 
yours or mine to-morrow, and (hat conse{(uently 
the common right t>(' iwer\ sul)ject of the realm 
is invadetl by it. IVolessiug therefore to treat 
of the constitution ot‘ the House of Commons, 
and of the laws and customs relative to that 
constitution, you certainly were guilty of a most 
unpardonable omission in taking no notice of a 
right and ))ri\ilege of tin* House', more extra- 
ordinary and more arbitrary than all the others 
lliey possess put together. If the ('\])ulsion of 
a member, not under any other legal disability, of 
itself creates in him an inca])acily to be re-elect- 
ed, 1 se(' a ready way marked out, by which the 
juajority may at any time remove (he honest cst 
and ablest men who happen to be in opposition 
to them. To say (hat they xci/l 110 / make this 
extravagant use of their power, would be a 
language unfit lor a man so learned in (he laws 
as you are. 15\' your doctrine, Siig they havr 
the power, and laws you know are intended 
to guard against what men mat/ do, not to (rust 
to what they xci/l do. 

Uj)on the whole. Sir, the charge against yon 
is of a ])lain, simple nature: It ai)pcars even 
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upon the face of your own ])aniplilct. On 
contrary, your justification of yourself is full oi 
subtlety and refinement, and in some jdaces nol 
very intelligible. If I were personally your 
enemy, T sliouid dwell, with a malignant plea- 
sure, upon those great and useful qualifications, 
vliich you certainly possess, and by whlelj you 
once acepured, though they could not prescr\'e 
to you the rcsj>ect and esteem of your country. 
I should enumerate the honours you have lost, 
and the virlues you have disgraced : but havinp; 
no ])rivate resentments to gratify, I think it 
sunicient to have given my opinion of your 
public conduct, leaving the punishment it de- 
serves lo your clo'^et and to youiself. 

.U'VTT'-! 


li;tter XIX. 

TO THE ritlNTEK OF THE PI BLIC ADVERTISER 
:-TR, 1 1 - nr,') 

A roRREsroNDENT of the St. James’s 
Chronicle first wilfully misunderstands JuNirs, 
then censures him for a had reasoner *. Junius 

'J'llc followin" is a copy of thr letter ailudfcd to : — 

For the St, Chi onicic. 

TO JUNIUS. 

i'' l ^ 

Once moir IMr, Junius aiul but cncc, kt im' 
arltlrehs a kw words to you on subject of your Antibbnl- 

stOililiU 
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does not say that it was incumbent upon Doctor 
Blarkstouc to foresee and state the crimes, fi-r 
v,’liich Mr. Wilkes was eKpcllcd. If, by a sjnrit 
of prophecy, he had even done so, it would 
have been nolliing to the purpose. TJic question 
is, not for w’hat j)articular olfenccs a person may 

'•tonuiii letter, reri»in(lin<,^ yo\i at the* Kunc time, that I am no 
loniial cleloiuler of the evlehratal con uric nt at or (who want-, m* 
Midi eldcnci ), hut that it i.. luy sole ])ur}>o^c to >1u \v tliat \o-i 
are? not a competent reader of ln^ works, or tliat you luic* 
wilfully and m.ilevolcntly perverted tlunn. 

Vvui tell I\lr. Blackst one that “ins attempt to distinj^nish 
lu tween eh^ahditie.s that afleet whole el.is.ses of men, and tho^" 
which alleel intluiduaK only, nally unworthy liis under 
vtandiiiL*;,’' And \et, Sir, that is no new di'.tinetion ; it not 
framed and invented liy Mr.Bladvstone. Private or peivonal I:uv>. 
M lu'lher infliefiiiLf peu«ilrie> and di-.ahiljties, or eonff rriiii; prni 
lc;^es and inmniiut le.., on the pailieul.ir ohjeet of tliein, aiui dl^ 
tiie^ui.died from tije ;;'eneral and permanent (xauve of law, ha\** 
been known under all s^tvites, and under e\erj k^i^latniii, hoth 
ant lent and modern. They are ( naeted pro rc natn, and in.'-c a.il 
tlieir force soon a.> they lia\c operated upon tlu uid,i\iduals 
marked out by them. P>ut, you have hei n » wii^lit, you sa} , 
(yet Miroiy not from the cominentarit.'-) th.il, alilioiioh tin* 
im^taiicc in wdiich a penal law is exerted, lie particular, tlie 
laws themselves (I must siippo^.c you to spiak of the laws now 
under dehate) are ^encral.^’ ]>ut. In fore \ou could w’nie 
thus, what da;mon of confusion iiiu.st ha\e '-cized your ik ddli * 
Were the votes of the llou^e, by which Sir Robert M'alpolc. 
iVIr. Ward, and many others, have been expelled, aiul the act 
of parliament which inflicted a perpetual (xeiu ion on tlie 
,S, S. Directors, freneral laws ^ as the vole to ex|icl I\lr. 
Wilkes in the last parliament, a general law ? So far from it, 

that 
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1)6 expelled, but generally whether by the law 
of parliament expulsion alone creates a dis- 
qualification. If the affirmative be the law of 
parliament. Doctor Blackstone miglitand should 
have toll! ns so. The question is T)ot confined 
to this or that particular jierson, but tbrms one 
great general branch of disqualification, too hn- 
portant in itself, and too extensive in its conse- 

thilt lurco \v;i> t‘vaj)oratMi, audit could nut operatt 

c\cn upon Inin* in die present. Another ^oU• of cxiailsion 
iicccs.^ary ; and tli(‘ two voltes pm together could no more 
«xprl Air. 'J’ow ii'-lK iid and Mr. Sawhnd^t IVoin the Hon.sp of 
(auninoii'^, tlian the dec ree of the* Honuin senate, on Catihnr 
and the rc-i of tiie e(»n‘'])irators, could send (ff/r hero and his 
wh(»l< 5j;an.j; to hni n. 

Act*- of iitlaindrr <.onw imdtr the same deseriptiou <»! 
ptr^'iial, temporary and partieular laws; and that I may 
help you the lu ltc r to imdcrsland this whole matter, and 
"hevv you, at tlie same timc', the arniraey and eonsi>tem“v c»f 
iMr. l^lackstone, 1 sliallgne yc»u his aecount of them : (Comm. 
1). iv. p. "JoCi.) “ As for acts of parliament to attaint jiartienlar 
jiersojis c»f In ason and felony, or to inlliet pains and penalties, 
heyond or contrary to the c'oimnon law% to serve a specqal 
purpose, I apeak iU/t of them ; (mark tliat, dcMus,) heinp^ to 
all intents and pnr|>ose.s, new law>, made pro rc nula, and hy 
no means an exeention of those already m heiii”/' I shall 
now take my leave* of yon, liatini;, I hope, .- ifliciently proxt'd 
to Mr. iValdwin’s Keaders, in the instance yoa have ailin’ded 
im , hou' j>n tLily -oinituiicN a man may write, w itluail heinji 
able to read. 

PCHLirs. 

Middle Temj^lt , Aniruat 0, I70!t. inn. 
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qucnces, to be oinittcil in an arcuratc work 
expressly treating of the law ol’parll.iinent. 

The truth of the matter is evidently this. 
Doctor lilaekstone, while he was sj)eaking in 
the House of Coinmons, ne\ er once thought of 
his Coninientarie>, until the contradiction was 
unexi)ectedJy urged, and stared him in the 
lace. Instead of defending himsell upon the 
sj)ot, lie sunk under the cliarge, in an agony of 
conliision and ilesjiair. ft is well known that 
there was a pause of some miniiti.’s in the House, 
from a general expectation that the Doctor 
would say something in his own delimce; but it 
seems, his liicullies were* too miicli overjiowcrcd 
to think of ihoMe subtleties and refinements, 
which have since occurred to him. It was then 
Mr. (irenville received that severe chastisement, 
which the Doctor mentions with so much tri- 
umph. I rcish the honuunible gentirnmn, hisfi art 
()/' s/ui fling hia head, xcoufd .sha/ic a ^uod argu- 
ment out of it. If to the elegance, novelty, and 
bitterness of this ingenious sarcasm, wo add the 
natural melody of the amiable Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton’s pipe, we shall not be surprised that Mr. 
Grenville was unable to make him any reply. 

As to the Doctor, I would recommend it to 
him to be quiet. If not, he may perhaps hear 
again from Junius himself 


PHILO JUNIUS. 
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rostscvipt^ to a Pamphlet intitled, ‘ An Answer 
to the Question stated.’ Supposed to be 
written by Dr. Blachstonc, Solicitor to the 
Queen, in answer to Jvsirs's T.etter. 

Sixci: fhesc ]>npers were sent to the 
press, a writer in the p'nblic. p:i])crs, wlio sub- 
scribes liirnseii’ .T[N(i s, has made a teint of 
bringing this question to a short issue. Though 
flic foregoing obsca ations contain in my opinion, 
at least, a full reiutation of all that tliis writer 
has olfered, 1 sliall, liowcvcr, bestOAV a very 
few words upon him. It will cost me very 
little trouble to unravel and expose the sojdiistry 
of his argument. 

‘ 1 lake the fjuestion,’ says be, ‘ to be strictly 
(his; Wholher (»r no it be the known e.'.tabJished 
law of parliament, that the expulsion oj’a mem- 
bcrol the House ol’Commons ol’ itself creates in 
liim siicli an inca})acity to be re-elected, that, 
at a suhoocpxent election, any votes given to 
him are null and void; and that any other candi- 
date, who, except the person expelled, has the 
greatest number of \ otes, ought to be the sitting 
member.’ 

Till... :s the Pi. t.cnpt, added in a sub-eC|Ucnt edition, to 
Sir Williatii Iti.iej.>.ion(;'s rejdy to Sir M'liliam Meredith’s 
paniplilel, a-, noticed in note (o page IDl of tile prcetiil 
’•eliinic. 
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"WaviiiGj for llie present any olyuctlon I may 
liave to this slat<? ol'tlm question, I shall venture 
to meet oiiv cluun|'.ion upon his own "round j 
and attempt l.o support the allinnativc of it, in 
one ot'the two w:'i >s, by nhieh lie says it can he 
alone liiir.ly supported. ‘ li' there he no statute,’ 
says he, ‘ in which the specific disability is clearly 
created, &c. (and we acknowledge tliere is noii'*) 
the custom ot‘ parliament must then he relcrrcd 
to, and some case or ca'.es, strictly in jtoint, 
must he produced, with the decision of the 
court upon them.’ Now 1 assert, tiiat this has 
hecn done. Mr. Walpole’s case is strictly in 
point, to prote th.Jt exjinl'ion creates absolute 
incapacity (ji’ beiu;; re-elected. This was the 
clear decision e-ftlie tbrn^e ii])oii it ; and was a. 
liill declaration, fliat incaj'aei-y was tile neces- 
sary conscqn. nca- <>!' exiiidsiuii. The laAV was 
as clearly and. 1 rmly fixed hy this resolution, and 
i i as bindir.;i In evt ry s’.i’)sef[ia'nt ease of expul- 
sion, as it’ it had la en ds elaivil hy au express 
".hifute, “ 'Fhal a imanber oxpJled hv a resolu- 
tion ot’the Home oi’C'uinmon.. siudl he deemed 
iiieajiable ot’b('i;uv re-e'i etob’’ 'iV’iatcvcr donbt 
then tbere mi^Iii lia*. c liven ol' the law before 
Mr. Walpole’s ca>e, wiiii respect to tlie full 
operation ol’ a vote of cxind'.ion, there can be 
none now. The de'-ision oi' the House upon 
this c.ee is .slrici.b in point to prove, that t'.\- 



200 


Liirnaw oi 


pulsion creates absolute incapacity in law of 
being re-elected. 

But incapacity in law in this instance must 
have the same oj)eratioii ami cilbet with in- 
capacity in Jaw in every other instance. Now, 
incapacity of being re-elected implies in its very 
terms, tliat any votes given to the incapable 
person, at a subsecpient election, are null and 
void, 'rhis is its necessary operation, or it has 
no operation at all. lox et prwkrea nihil. 

We can no more be called upon to prove this 
proposition, than we can to prove that a ilead 
man is not alive, or that twice two are /()ur. 
When the terms are understood, the proposition 
is sell-evident. 

Lastly, It is in all cases of election, t)u‘ 
known and established law of the land, ground- 
ed upon the clearest })rincip]es of reason and 
common sense, that if the votes given to one 
camliilate arc null and void, they can)iot be 
opposed to the votes given to another candidate. 
They cannot allect the votes of such candidate 
at all. As they have, on the one hand, no 
positive quality to add or establish, so have 
they, on the other hand, no negative one to 
subtract or destroy. They are, in a word, a 
mere nonentit>. Such was the determination 
of the House of (.'otnmons in the Malden and 
Bedford elections j cases strictly in point to the 
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present question, us far as tliey ar* meant to be 
in point. And to say, that they are not in 
point, in all eircumstanccs, in those particularly 
which arc iiulepenclent of the proposition which 
they arc quoted to jnove, is to .say no more 
than that Malden is not Middlesex, nor Seijeant 
Coniyns Mr. AVilkes. 

IjoI us see then how our proof stand-’. K\- 
pulsion creates incapacity; incapacity annihilates 
any voles ghen to the incapable person. The 
votes gi\en to the (pialilied candidate stand 
upon their own bottom, firm and nntouchetl, 
and can alone have ellect. 'fhis, one would 
think, would he sidlicient. lint we are stopped 
short, and tokl, that none of our precedents 
come home to the j)icsent case?; and are chal- 
lenged to j)roduce “ a precedmit in all the 
proceedings of the House of Commons that does 
come home to it, viz. idtcre an axpclkd nmnber 
has been returned again, and another eundidatc, 
Kith an inferior number oj' tulea, ha. been de- 
clared the sitting niember.” 

Instead of' a precedent, f will l)eg leave to 
put a case; which, I fancy, will he quite as de- 
cisive to the present point. Suppose another 
Sachcverel, (and every i)arty must have its 
Sacheverel) should, at some futnn' election, 
take it into his head to offer himself a candidate 
for the county of MidJdescx. lie is opj)osed 
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by a candidate, whose coat is of a different 
rolour; but liowcvcr of a very good colour. 
The divine lias an indisputable majority ; nay, 
the poor layman is absolutely distanced. The 
sheriiT, after Jiav'ijig had his conscience well 
informed by the reverend casuist, rtlnrns him, 
as he su])poscs, duly elected. The whole House 
is in an uproar, at the ap])rehension of' so 
strange an appearance amongst them. A motion 
however is at lengtli made, lliat the person was 
incapable of being elected, tlial his eloelion 
therefore is inill and void, and that his com- 
petitor ought to have been returned. No, says 
a great orator. First shew me your law for tliis 
proeeeding- “ ihii)er prodnee me a statiue, 
in ufiiehlhe .'peei/ic disability of a cJergyimni 
I. cn-atoil; or prodtiec me a j)reccdent 'vchcrc a 
( /.Yf.i Ocen vclunu’d^ and anolltcr candi- 
an hif’r/or mnnher of roLs, //as bce/t 
t/trlarcil i.hr s/iling ma/iW/'.'^ No such statute, 
!U) such pieccdent is to ho Ibund. What answer 
then is to be given to this demand? The very 
vinie answer whicli 1 will give to that of Junius: 
I'hat there is more than one precedent in the 

procei'iiiugs of the House “ wliere an in- 

t apable person has been returned, and another 
candidate, with an hnerior number of votes, 
has been declared the silling member ; and that 
thi, is the Ivnowti and establislied law', in all 
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cases of incapacity, from whatever caiisc it may 
arise.” 

1 shall now therefore hci? leave 1o make a 
slight amendment to Juxii's’s state of the (|ucs- 
tion, the. affirmative of which will then stand 
thus : 

“ ft is the known and estahlished law of 
parliament, that the expulsion of an)' inemoer 
of the House of Connnons creates in him an in- 
capacity of being re-elected; that any votes 
given to him at a subseqneiit election are, in 
coiisetiuence of such incapacity, null and void; 
and that any other candidate, who, except the 
person rendered incaj)able, has the greatest 
number of votes, ought to be the sitting mem- 
ber.” 

But our business is not yet (juite rinished. 
JMr. Wali)olc’s case nnest have a re-hearing. “ It 
is not possible,” says this writer, “ to conceive 
a case more exactly in imiiit. Mr. Walpole was 
expelled, and having a majority of votes at the 
next election, was returned again. I'he triends 
of Mr. 1 aylor, a candidate set up by the minis- 
try, petitioned the house that he might be the 
sitting member. Thus far the circumstances 
tally exactly, except that our House of Com- 
mons saved Mr. Luttrell the trouble of petition- 
ing. The point of law, however, was the same. 
It came regularly before the house, and it was 
VOL. I. r 
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tlu'ir business to (letcnnine upon it. They did 
(Iclerniine i(; loj- they declared Mr. Taylor 7Wi 
ditlij i Uxk’d." 

Instead of examining llie justness of this 
representation, J shall beg leave to oppose 
against it my own view of tin's case, in as plain 
a manner and as few words as I am able. 

It was tlie known and established Jaw of 
])ar]ianient, when the charge against Mr. Wal- 
])ole c;in)e beline the House of (.'ommous, that 
they had j)owor to expel, to disable, and to 
render itieapalde i’or olfenecs. In virtue of this 
power tiiey expelhal him. 

ibul the>, in the very \ote of expulsion, 
adjiJilged him, in terms, to be ineapable of being 
re-eleeted, there must ha\e been at once an end 
with him. lint though the right of the Jioiise, 
both to expel, and adjudge iiiea])able, was elear 
atid iiulubitable, it does not appear to me, that 
tbe full o])eratiou and elfect of a \ote of ex- 
pulsion singly was so. The law in this case had 
never l)een cxj)rossly dcclar''d. Tbcrc had been 
no event to call uj) sneb a declaration. 1 trouble 
not myself with the grammatical meaning of the 
woi'il cx])u]sion. I regard only its legal mean- 
ing. This was not, as I think, precisely fixo<l. 
The hou.se thought proper to fix it, and expli- 
citly to decline the full consequences of their 
former vote, before they suffered these consc- 

7 
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jj'kMJcvs tu taki' effect. Aiul in this |)'’')cecding- 
ihey acleil upon the most lil)eral and solid prin- 
ei]))es of equity, justice and law. Wliat then 
did the hurgesse'. of Lvnn collect from the se- 
cond vote? Their subsequent con.lucL will tell 
us : it will with certainly tell us, that they con- 
sidered it as decisive against Mr. Walpole ; it 
will also, with equal certainly, tell us, that, up- 
on sujipodtion that the law of' election stood 
then, as it does now, and tliat they Knew it to 
staiiil ihiis, (hev inferred, ‘•‘that at a luture elec- 
lion, and in case ol‘ a similar return, the house 
nould receive tiie '.ime candidate, as iluly elect- 
(I, whom they had before rejected.” 'fhev 
eoiihl infer nothing but this. 

If is need less to repeat the (a’rcn instance' of 
dissimilarity in tlie present, case. It will be sni- 
ilciettt to observe, that as the law of jtarliament 
upon which flic House of Coinnioiis groiindrd 
every stej) of their proceedings, was clear be- 
yond the reach of doubt, so neitber could the 
freeholders ol' Middlesex be at a loss to Ibresee 
wliat must be the iuevilable consequence oi 
tlieir proceedings in opposition to it. For upon 
every return ol‘ Mr. Wilkes, the house made en- 
quiry, whether any votes were given to any 
other candidate ? 

But I could venture for the experiment’s 
sake, even to give this writer the utmost he 
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asks; to allow the most perfect similarity through- 
out in these two cases ; to allow, that the law 
of expulsion was quite as clear to the burgesses 
of Lynn, as to the freeholders of Middlesex. 
It will, I am confident, avail his cause but little. 
It will only prove, that, the law of ekr<^ion at 
that lime was different from the present law. 
It will prove, that, in all cases of an incapable 
candidate returned, the law then w'as, that the 
whole election should be void. But now we 
know that lliis is not law. The cases of Mal- 
den and Bedford were, as has been seen, tle- 
lermined upon otlier and more just principles. 
And these determinal ions are, 1 imagine, ad- 
mitted on all sides, to be law. 

1 would willingly draw a veil over the re- 
maining part of this paper. Jt is astonishing, 
it is painful, to sec men of parts and ability, 
giving into the most unworthy artifices, and de- 
scending so much below their true line of charac- 
ter. But if they are not the dupes of their so- 
phistry, (which is hardly to conceived) let 
them consider that they are something much 
V orse. 

'flu* dearest interests of this country are its 
laws and its constitution. Against every attack 
upon these, there will, I hope, be always found 
amongst us the firmest npirit of resistance ; su- 
perior to the united eftbrts of taction and ambi- 
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tion. For ambition, though it docs i-ot alwa 3 ’s 
take the lead of faction, will he sure in the end 
to make the most fatal advantage of it, and 
draw it to its own purposes. But, 1 trust, our 
day of trial is \'ct fiir off; and there is a Juud 
of good sc'7i.sc ill this cowifnj, Xi liicli cannot long 
be deceived, by the arts cither of liilse reasoning 
or false patriotism. 


[JVITI-R XX. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PL'DLU' ADVERTrsER. 

<s Aivjfist, 

The gentleman who has published 
an answer to Sir William Meredith’s j)ainpldet, 
having honoured me with a postscript o/‘ six 
quarto pages, which he moderately calls, be- 
stowing a ven/ few words ii])on me, 1 cannot, in 
common politeness, refuse him a reply. The 
form and magnitude of a quarto imposes upon 
the mind ; and men, who are unequal to the 
labour of discussing an intricate argument, or 
wish to avoid it, are willing enough to suppose, 
that much has been ])roved, J)ecause much has 
been said. Mine, 1 confess, are humble labours. 
I do not presume to instruct the learned, but 
simply to inform the* body of the pco})le ; and I 
prefer that channel of conveyance, which i? 
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likely to spread farthest among them. 1 iie ad 
vocates of tlie ministry seem to me to write (or 
fame, and to flatter themseh es, that the size of 
their, works will make them immortal. They 
pile up reliu'taiiL quarto upon solid folio, us it' 
their labours, because they are gig.-efic, could 
contend with truth and heaven. 

The wiiter (if tiu* volume in (juefition meets 
me upon my own ground. Me acknowledges 
there is no statute, by which the specific disa- 
bility we speak of is created, but he aflirms. 
that the custom of parliamenl has been re- 
ferred 1 (\ and that a case strictly in point has 
been produced, with tlu', decision of the court 
upon it. — I thank him for coming so iairly to the 
point. lie asserts, tiiat tin* case- of IMr. AVal- 
polc is strictly in point to jirov e that expulsion 
creates an absolute incapacity of being re-elect- 
ed ; and for this purpose be reiers generally to 
the first vmte of the house upon that occasion, 
wdthout venturing to recite the vote itself. The 
iintiur, disingenuous artifice of adopting that 
part of a precedent, which seems to suit his 
purpose, and omitting the remainder, deserves 
some pity, but cannot excite my resentment. lie 
takes ‘clvantage eagerly of the first res(flution, 
by which Mr. Waljiole’s incapacity is declared ; 
but as to tlic two loliowing, by which the can- 
didate with the fewest votes was declared “not 



duly elected,” and the election iiso'!’ vacated, 
I dare say he would l)e well salihlied, if ihe\ 
were tor ever blotted out of the journals of the 
House of Conunous. In iiiir are;uinent, no jnirt 
of a ])reccdcnt slioidd be admitted, unless the 
whole of it be gi\cn to us together. The author 
has divided his precedent, i()r lie Kiu-w, that, 
ta1\(‘n together, it produced a couseijiieuce di- 
rectly the reverse of that, wlihli he ei idea von is 
to draw troin a vote ol’ espuKioii. J5ul what 
will this honest jicrsiui sa\, if 1 take him at his 
word, and demonstrate to him, that the House 
of (’ominous never meant to (imiid Mr. W'alfiole’s 
incapacity upon his expulsion onl\ ? Whaisub- 
terfuge will then remain ? 

Li‘t, it bi’ remembered that A\e .in' sptaking 
ol' the iiUeiilion oi men, who li\ed more llian 
hall' a centurv ago, and that such intention can 
only be collected from their words and aclioieg 
as they are delivered to us iijion record, 'fo 
prove their designs by a siijijiosilioii ol’v.liat they 
would have done, op])osed to what tlnw actually 
did, is mere trifling and impertinence, i lie 
vote, by which Mr. AValpolc’s incapacity was 
declared, is tlius expressed, “ That Robert Wal- 
])olc. Esq. lia\ ing been this session of parliament 
committed a ])risoiUT to the Tower, and expell- 
ed this house for a high breacli of trust in the 
execution of his otflee, and notorious corriqition 
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when secretary at war, was and is incapable of 
being elected a member to serve in this ])resent 
parliament*.” Now, Sir, to my understanding, 
no ])ro])osition of‘ this kind can be more evident, 
than that the House of Commons, by this very 
vote, tlicjiiselvcs understood, and meant to de- 
clare, that Mr. Walpole’s inca})ac*ity arose from 
tlic crimes he liad committed, not Irom the pu- 
nishment the house annexo^^l to them. The high 
breach of trust, the notorious corruption arc 
stated in the strongest terms. They do not 
tell us he was incapable because lie w'as ex- 
pelled, but because he had been guilty of such 
otlences as justly rendered him uinvorthy of 
a seat in parliament. If they had intended to 
fix the disability upon his expulsion alone, the 
mention of his crimes in the same vote would 

* It is well worth rrniarkin^, that the compilor of u crrtiiiii 
quarto, called The case of the late election for iht countt/of Mid-' 
(llcser considered, lias the impudence to recite this \ery \ote, 
in tin* following- Icrnis, Mdc paj^e 11, '' TIesolvf'd, that Roht il 
W alpole, K>(|. Jiav iiit*' been that session of oarliarnent exptlled 
the ht)Use, was and is inrapable oflK'in'^ elected a ineinher to 
serve in that present parliaiiunt/’ There cannot he a stronger 
posUuc proof f»r the trcaeluTV of the c<»mpiler, nor a stronger 
presunipiut ^troof that lie was convinced that the \ote, if truly 
r< cited, would o\trtuni his whole arginnent. ai thok. 

The editor ha.s alrtadv remarked that the painpiilet alluded 
to in the above ii(»lc of ilie author was from the pen of Mr. 
Oysun. See note to p. 191, of the prc.scnt volume, edit. 

6 
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have been highly improper. It couid only per- 
plex the minds oi* the electors, who, if* they 
collected any thing from so confused a declaia- 
tion of the law of parliament, must liave con- 
cluded that their representative Jiad been de- 
clared incnpabic because he was highly guilty, 
not because lie had been punished. lJut even 
admitting them to have understood it in the 
otlicr sense, they must Ihen, from the very 
terms of the vote, have united the idea of his 
being sent to tlie Tower with that of* his expul- 
sion, and considered his incapacity as the joint 
effect of botir. 

TO Till-. riUNTFU OV TUI. rUlil.U ADVKHTISF.R. 

22 17// j/, 177L 

Vrj{v early «'.» tli( lUhato upon iIjl* ch ri.sioji ut 
flic IMuUllcscx cIcctKUi, U was t»l>crvtel hyJiNMts^ that ilu* 
IJoii.-sf of fVjiiHiKHiN Ijad not <»iilv drd iIkmi* Inja^stcil pre^ 
rcd<*iit of tlu' cxpulMOii aiut 'sub'^cqui nl incapac itation ol Mr. 
Waljiolc, blit that tluy b.id not c\cn a<Jbcn*fl to it ^^tnctly iis 
far as it \uiit. After <*onvictinu: ^Ir, Dyson of a false 

epiotation from the Jonmal.*-, ami lui\ ini; e xplaiiud the pur- 
pose, wtiK'li tliat conte^mptible* fraud was inti ndeel to answer, 
Jie preicccds to state the; vote* itself, by wliicli Mr. Walpolt^’s 
su])posed ineaiiae'ity was det'larcd, viz. — “ Jtcsolvcd, that Ro- 
bert Walpole, Esej. havln^ been tins session of parliaincnt 
committed a prisone r to tlie* Tower, anel expellexl tins’ bouse 
for a breach of trust in tlie execution of Ins olfice*, and 
notorious e‘orrii[)tiori when .secretary at war, was and i.s iu- 
cafiable of being* tieefed a member to .serve in this present 
parliament and then observe.^ tJiat, from tlie terms of the 

vote, 



21S 


I.KTI'F.RS 01- 


I do not moan to give an o))inion upon the 
justice ot‘ the proceedings oCthe Jlouse ofCom- 
inous with regard to Mr. \Val|>ole; hot certainit'^, 
it' 1 admitted their censure io l)e well t'ouuded, 
I could no way avoid agreeing with them in the 
coiisequeiu'c’ tiiey ilrew from it. 1 could never 

\\c li::\o n«> to inniox lii<' it t 'ijt;it‘itaiio-Mo lliefi- 

<»nly, ('‘r tlidt^ a-, tlu' stoMi stantl'^. il an-^r 

(tliially i'lonirnt* (‘Vjuil.uioii ajal [Ik com'iiil iiiont to llu 'rov\» r 

S;i. jioii.'M, u I'l.* k‘.u\', ^ I'nij.; i»t‘ i‘tu* v. i>i* 
v. lio 'I iiitU I itLili I-, ujl! th'^pnl." tln“ Iriifli aoJ t'nriit -i of 
Ml. t on ti i.t noti. I’lit.liNH > ll•d^ a mTal anthonly to Mipport 
iii.n, til • ]'. t k uitn t!>v J>i‘l<' of t sidi'loii. i i.t r-tjf nidlly 

\V\t \ wi’i'li jo's n.iMis.n*, into.' oi* ji.v II ton- 

.lO . tin.'j.i!' * o 'i o.'.iMtol 1)0 npt.iiOtl Itto oil- n. 

1 ,orM .■''•ntnnt i , in !'»' xt . iU ni ti.oi nj>t»n Mti ri'.^lil'' of Mu^ 

p. ;m! i Ihr \oh <.(* llio rt»n\< nJioii of iho ‘iS\h ot 

J. if. ‘larN , iorlf \ i. Tliat Kmo J.niios the st-roiul, |iaMn».i 
oniK ;’V(dfrt'(! to snJitort lln roin.|itnlH'n ol" lins kiiiLploin })\ 
l;io:»kn • lln oi ii^nral I'ontr.K I ImIumo Knn^ .nul p.oplf. ami 
hv ihoaiiMri of .kv'Uit^ attti oth<.r \vu'kni ja r^oii'. liavin;; \io 
lauMtli ' rnmlanK nial laws, -anMliaNin^ willulraMn hin.^ li out 
«)t rijjs kiiiorloiii, li:Jh abdu ati il tlu‘ rmm iit, -iiiakos 

tlii> ai ion ii|Mii II, “ JMk' word filHlicumi roiaU s to (il/ 

tile ol.iust's aforc'^o.Mi;, a.s Wili as to Ins d* scrtinjj^ llu* kin-tlom, 
or I 1 m- thi'v would lia\F Ik< u wliolly in van'..” And ll'.at tlioro 
ini'^l>t lu' no prcitiUT for roiiliumj;' rla. ftfdi(aliou int roly to 
tho v.nnd' awini:, l.ord Somniun fartlu.r ob.-. r\v‘s, that Khr^ 
fa/fics, i*ii .(lbs///, to (soKrn vs aot'oifL /«■ to ihdf (aw, I'j/ vJu( h 
hr, held thr { rfn. }i , nf.i lau.uucK-d lit-'* iit(r to it. 

Jf .Il Ml s’s ctni^lrui lion \otc vio;ajji>l IMr. AValpoli he 

now adiinlUfl, (and iudetd I cannot coinprclicnd luar li can 
hoiiCstly l>c di.-piitcd) llic advucnli s of the llou-^c of Coiiiiiious 
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^)a\c a doubt, in law or reason, tliat a man, con- 
victed of a high breach ot* trust, and ot* a noto- 

fnu'^t t iihrr jiivc up llr ir pnrvilc'ut i-ntircly, nr ho rcilucril to 
the necessity of inainfain.ui;’ one <»r the i;^ns^e^t ahsunlities 
imop;^nial)lc, viz “ 1’hal a < oiiiinitin< nl to the wer is a 
cou-^tiiunil pail nf, aiKl conlnhiiles li.iH at Je.ist to tile ijica- 
paeitiUion of ihe pi r^nii v. lio sulK i-v, it *' 

I iHivl not make yen any < xeu-^e lor eurii avotirni^' tn !o ep 
tiu' attinlinu of tlie pnlilie to the aici'-ion of the Miil^lU - 
cfx eketjou. Thi* more [ imus Ui r it, Iht more I am eon- 
^iiieeiJ that, as a /, it i> in«ii‘ea liijj^iily in|iirion> to tin ri*4lit> 
ol tlu p( opie , hill liiat, as .1 p. i\ rdcul ^ it is one o( tile rno*«t 
flaie4(roM> that <‘Vt r \\a> cviahli^lieil a*^:nnsl \\li(»aic to 

come after us. Yet I am >o f,ir a moilei.ili man, that I vi rily 
^'LIle^e the maionly oi tlie Houm of t'ommons, wl'cntluy 
pas^ul (Ills <lan;.ierous vote, neither untU ivto.ui the <|iu.'^l.on 
nor kn< w the eonsecjueuci’ of wliat llu y ua ve dom^. l>ieiY 
niolne.^ \m re ratln r ile>pieah/< , tfian ernnin.il, m tiu* Yxtn inc, 
On< illtct tiiey ciitainly du! ru>t 1 ‘ore^ie. 'I'liey are now ir- 
dueeil to ^uch a sitiialion, liiat if a uiemiM r of the pri ^eut 
! loiwr of (’ommons v^cre to condiu't hiinMll t \i r so iiiipinperlv 
and in reality de.ser\e to he ^i iit hack to his rou'-titii. iiis willi a 
maik (>f disuracc , the\ would not dan- to c\pel inm ; hr 
they know tliat the piopk, m ordirtoliy aL-.uii ilif ui'eai 
•jiiesti'Hi ofriiiht, o< to thwart an ihImhis IhiU eoi Cimiiiu. le, 
wa)uld prohaldy overlook his immediate nnuoithim -s, and re- 
turn tin? ^amc person to ].aih:uniut. — lint, m time, the pre- 
cedent will t;!im stren;;th. A lutiiri' Jlon^e of Con mous will 
have no such appre hciisious, cymchjIu nll\ will not scruple to 
follow aprcccdiiil, winch they dnl uol istahhsU 'Hij unM.r 
hiUK'i If .'■eldom hvts to uijoy the fruit of hi'- e\ioitioM; hut 
his heir succeeds to him of course, and t.iko fiov^essiou without 
censure. No man cxjkcIs him t i make restitution, and, no 
matter for hia title, he lives qujctly upon the estate. 

rJlILO JUxMUS. 
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rious corruption, in the execution of a public 
office, was and ought to be incapal)le of sitting in 
tlie same parliament. Far tirom attempting to in- 
validate that vote, I should Inivo wished that the 
incapacity declared by it could legally have been 
continued tor ever. 

Now, iSir, observe how f()rcii)ly the argument 
returns. The House of C'ommons, upoii the face 
of their ])roceedings, bad the strongest motives 
to declare Mr. Wal[)ole incapable of being re- 
elected. They thought sucIj a man unworthy 
to sit among them. 'I'o that ])olnt they pro- 
ceeded ; — no farther; for they respected the 
rights of the peo))le, while they asserted their 
own. 'I'hey did not inter, from Mr. Wal))ole’s 
incapacity, that his opponent was duly elected ; 
on the contrary, they declared Mr. Taylor “ Not 
duly elected,” and the election itself void. 

Such, however, is the precedent, which my 
honest, friend assures us is strictly in point to 
prove, that expulsion of itsc'lf creates an inca- 
pacity of being elected. Jf it ^'ad been so, the 
present House of Commons should at least have 
followed strictly the example before them, and 
should have stated to us, in the same vote, the 
crimes for which they expelled Mr. Wilkes ; 
whereas they resolve simply, that, “ having been 
expelled, he was and is incapable.” In this 
proceeding I am authorizeil to aflirm, they have 
neither statute, nor custom, nor reason, nor one 
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single precedent to support them. On the other 
side, there is indeed a precedent so strongly in 
point, that all the inchanted castles of ministerial 
magic fall before it. In the year 1 698, (a period 
which the rankest Tory dare not except against) 
Mr. Wollaston was expelled, re-elected, and atl- 
inittcd to take his seat in the same pailiameiit. 
The ministry have precluded themselves from 
all objections drawn tr<*m the cause of his ex- 
pulsion, tor they atlirm absolutely, that expulsion 
of itsell* creates the disability. Xow, Sir, let 
sophistry evade, let lalsehootl assert, and impu- 
dence deny — here stands the precedent, a land- 
mark to direct us through a troubled sea of con- 
troversy, conspicuous and unremoved. 

1 have dwelt the longer uj)ou the discu.ssion 
of this point, because, in «/// opinion, it coin])re- 
hends the whole question. The rest is unworthy 
of notice. We are enquiring whether incapacity 
be or be not created by ex])ulsion. In the cases 
of Bedford and Malden, the incapacity of the 
persons returned, was matter of public notoriety, 
for it was created by act of })arliament. But, 
really. Sir, my honest friend’s suppositions are 
as unfavourable to him as his facts. He well 
knows that the clergy, besides that tluw are re- 
presented in common with their fellow-subjects, 
have also a separate parliament of their own; — 
that their incapacity to sit in the House of Com- 
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mons lias liccn confirmed by repeated decisions 
of the house, and that the law oF parliament, 
declared by those decisions, has been for above 
two centuries notorious and undisputed. The 
author is certainly at lilx'i ty to fancy cases, and 
nia/vc Avhatever comparisons he thinks proper ; 
his suppositions still continue as distant from 
fact, as his wild discourses are from solid argu- 
ment. 

'fhe conclusion of his book is candid to an 
v'xtreine. lie oilers to grant me all I desire, 
lie thinks he may safely admit that the case of 
Mr. Walpole makes directly against him, for it 
rtcems he InH one grand solution i/i pi’l/o lltr all 
dillieiilties. //, sa}s he, / tiive lo (I'hnv <ill th./s, 
/t xSdl onhj prove, llutl Ihc l(nv of ch etion xvos o'd- 
J'rrnil, in Queen Anne's lime, J'rom xehal il is cl 
jmesenL 

This indeed is more than 1 expected. 'I’he 
principle, I know, has been maintained in fact, 
but I never exjii'cted to set, it so fiirmally ile- 
clarcd. What can he mean ? does he assume 
this langu.age to satisfy the doubts of the people, 
or iloes he mean to rouse their indignation ; are 
the ministry daring enough to affirm, that the 
House ofC-'ommons have a right to make and un- 
make the law of parliament at their pleasure? — 
Does tlie law of parliament, which we arc so 
often tohl is the law of the land j — does the com- 
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inoi) riolit of every subject of ilie ronlin depcncl 
upon ail arbitrary ca])ricioiis vote' ol one brancli 
ol the lej'islatnrc ? — The voice of tj utli anil rea- 
son imist be silent. 

'riic miuisli'v tell ns plainly that this is no 
longer a fpiestion of righl, but of power and 
force alone. What wa.-. lav.' }cslenlay is noi law 
to-ilay : and now it soenis ue ha\c no liettc'' 
rule to live by than the ieinporar\ discretion and 
rinctuafing iniega ity ol’the House of (Jonnnons. 

Professions of patriotism are become stale and 
ridiculous. For my own part, I claim no merit 
from endeavouring to do a stM viie to my iellow- 
subjects. I have done it to the best ol’ my un- 
derstanding ; and, without looking for tJie ap- 
probation ot’ other men, my conscience is satis 
tied. What remains to be done eoneerns the 
eolleetive body of (he people, l liey are now 
to determine tor themselves, whether they will 
linnly and eonstitntionally assert their rights; 
or make an humble, slavish surrender of them 
at tlie feet of the ministiy . 'To a generous mind 
there cannot be a doubt. We owe it to onr an- 
cestors to preserve entire those rights, which 
they liave delivered to onr care : w'e ow'e it to 
our posterity, not to suffer their dearest inherit- 
ance to be destroyed. IJnt if it ^''<'re possible 
for us to be insensible of these sacred claims, 
there is yet an obligation binding upoii ourselves. 
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from which nothing can acquit us,— a personal 
interest, which we cannot surrender. To ali- 
enate even our own rights, would be a crime as 
much more enormous than suicide, as a life of 
civil security and freedom is superior to a bare 
existence ; and if life be the bounty of iu aven, 
we scornfully reject the noblest part of the gift, 
if we consent to surrender that certain rule of 
living, without which the condition of human 
nature is not only miserable, but contemptible. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTEIl XXT. 

TO Tjrr: printer ok the plui.ic advertiser. 

I MUST beg of you to jirint a few lines, 
in explanation of some passages in my last letter, 
which I see have been misunderstood. 

1. When 1 said, that the House of Commons 
never meant to found Mr. Walpole’s incapacity 
on his expulsion on/y, I meant no more than to 
deny the general proposition, that expulsion 
alone creates the incapacity. If there be any 
thing ambiguous in the expression, 1 beg leave 
to explain it by saying, that, in m} opinion, ex- 
pulsion neither creates, nor in any part con- 
tribute.s to create the incapacity in question. 
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2. I carefully avoided entering into the merits 
of Mr. Walpole’s case. I did not enquire, w)ie- 
ther the House of Commons acted justly, or whe- 
ther they truly declared the law of parliament. 
My remarks went only to their apparent mean- 
ing and intention, as it stands declared in their 
own resolution. 

3. I never meant to affirm, that a commit- 
ment to the Tower created a disqualification. 
On the contrary, I considered that idea as an 
absurdity, into which tlic ministry must inevita- 
bly fall, if they reasoned right Upon their own 
principles. 

The case of Mr. Wollaston speaks for itself. 
The ministry assert that expulsion alone creates 
an absolute, conqjlcte incapacity to be re-elected 
to sit in the same parliament. This proposition 
they have uniformly maintained, without any 
condition or modification whatsoever. Mr. Wol- 
laston was expelled, re-elected, and admitted 
to take his seat in the same park ament. — 1 leave 
it to the public to determine, whether this be a 
plain matter of fact, or mere nonsense and de- 
clamation. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XXII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

4 Sept. 1769. 

i^Roi/JiENT against Fact ; or, A new system of 
political Logic, by Avhich the ministry have 
demonstrated, to the satisfaction of their 
friends, that expulsion alone creates a com- 
plete incapacity to be re-cleeted ; alias, that 
a subject of this realm may be robbed of his 
common right, by a vote of the House of 
roinmons. 


FIRST FACT. 

iV/«. Wolhtslon, ill 1698, aw cayicZ/ciL 
rc-cleclcd, and admilted to take his scat. 


ARGUMENT. 

As this cannot conveniently be reconciled 
with our general proposition, it may be necessary 
to shill oui’ ground, and look back to the cause 
of Ml'. Wollaston’s expulsior. From thence it 
will appear clearly that, “ although he was ex- 
pelled, he had not rendered himself a culprit 
too ignominious to sit in parliament, and that 
having resigned his employment, he was no 
longer incapacitated by law.” Vide Serious 
Considerations, page Or thus, “The house, 
somcwiiat inaccurately, used the word expelled ; 
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they should have called it A motion.” Fide 
Mungo’s case considet'edy page 1 1 . Or in short, 
if these arguments should be thought insuffici- 
ent, wc may fairly deny the fact. For example ; 

I affirm that he was not re-elected. The same 
Mr. Wollaston, who was expelled, was not again 
elected. The same individual, if you please, 
walked into the house, and took his seat there, 
but the same person in law was not admitted a 
member of that parliament, from which he had 
been discarded.” Vide Letter to Junius, page 
12 . 

SECOND FACT. 

Afr. Walpole having been committed to the 
Toxver, and expelled for a high breach of trust 
and notorious corruption in a public office^ was de^ 
clared incapable., 

ARGUMENT. 

From the terms of this vote, notliing can be 
more evident than that the House of Commons 
meant to fix the incapacity upon the punishment, 
and not upon die crime ; but lest it should ap- 
pear in a different light to weak, uninformed 
persons, it may be adviseable to gut the resolu- 
tion, and give it to die public, with all possible 
solemnity, in the following terms, viz. Re- 
solved, that Robert Walpole, Esq. having been 

Q 2 
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that session of parliament expelled the lioascy 
was and is incapable of being elected a member to 
serve in that present parliament.” Vide Mungo, 
on tJic use of quotations, page 1 1. 

N. B. The author of the answer to Sir Wil- 
liam Meredith* seems to have made use of 
Mungo’s quotation, for in page 18, he assures 
us, “ 'fliat the declaratory vote of the 17th of 
February, 1769, was indeed a literal copy of the 
resolution of the house in Mr. Walpole’s case.” 

THIRD FACT. 

His opponent, Mr. Taylor, having the small, 
est number of votes at the next electiott, mas de- 
clared NOT DULY ELECTED. 

ARGUMENT. 

This fact we consider as directly in point to 
prove that Mr. Luttrell ought to be the sitting 
member, lor the following reasons, “ 'The bur- 
gesses of Lynn could draw no other inference 
from this resolution, but this, that at a future 
election, and in case of a similar return, the 
house would receive the same candidate as duly 
elected, whom they had before rejected.” Vide 
Postscript to Junius, p. 37. Or thus : “ Tliis 
their resolution leaves no room to doubt what 
^rt they would have taken, if, upon a subse- 


* Sir W. Blackstone. 
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qiient re>clection of Mr. Walpole, tliere had 
been any other candidate in competition with 
him. For, by their vote, they could have no 
other intention than to admit such other candi> 
date.” Vide Mungo’s case considered^ p, 39. 
Or take it in this light. — ^Tlie burgesses of Lynn, 
having, in defiance of the house, retorted upon 
them a person, whom they liad branded with the 
most ignominious marks of their displeasure, 
were thereby so well inlitled to favour and in- 
dulgence, that the house could do no less than 
rob Mr. 1 aylor of a right legally vested in him, 
in order that the burgesses might be apprized of 
the law of parliament ; which law the house took 
a very direct way of explaining to them, by 
resolving that the candidate with the fewest 
votes was not duly elected : — “ And was not 
this much more equitable, more in the spirit of 
that equal and substantial justice, which is the 
end of all law, than if they had violently ad- 
hered to the strict maxims of law r” Vide Scr 
rious Considerations^ p. 33 and 34. “ And if the 

present House of Commons had chosen to follow 
the spirit of this resolution, they would have rer 
ccived and established tlic candidate with the 
fewest votes.” Vide Answer to Sir }V. M.p- 18 . 

Permit me now. Sir, to shew you tliat the 
worthy Dr. Blackstonc sometimes contradicts 
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the ministiy as vifell as himself. The Speech 
witliout doors asserts*, page 9, “ That the legal 
effect of an incapacity, founded on a judicial 
determination of a competent court, is precisely 
the same as that of an incapacity created by act 
of parliament.” Now for the Doctoi. — 'The la'w 
and the opinion of the judge are not ahea^s con- 
vertible termsy or one and the same thing ; since it 
sometimes may happen that the judge may vdstake 
the hoc. Commentaries, Vol. I. p. 71. 

llie answer to Sir W. M. asserts, page 23, 
“ That the returning officer is not a judicial, but 
a purely ministerial officer. His return is no 
judicial act.” — At ’em again, Doctor. 2'hc 
Sheriff', in his judicial capacity is to hear and de- 
termine causes of 40 shillings value and under in 
his county court. He has also a judicial povoer 
in divers other civil cases. He is Ukexcise to de- 
cide the elections of knights of the shire ( subject 
to the control of the House of Commons ), to judge 
of the qualification of voters, and to return such 
as he shall determine to be duly elected. Vide 
Commentaries, page 332. Vol. I. 

What conclusion shall we draw from such 
facts, such arguments, and such contradictions ? 
I cajuiot express my opiiiion of tlie present 

■* See an extract from ihi> inserted in the note to 

I.eWcr XVII. p. Ib4. ui-ir. 
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mim.'.try more exactly tliau in the words of Sir 
IC laid Steele, that ive are governed by a set 
of drivellers, whose foUy takes awny all dimity 
rom distress, and makes even ealami-v nai ^ 

PHILO JI NJO. 


LETTER XXII I. 

TO ins GRACE THE DUKE OF REOFORD. 

:\iy i.oiiD, 19 Sept. 17(^9. 

You arc so littlx" accustonunl to receive 
any marks of respect or esteem from the publict, 

^ III a pamplilct written by StocL' upon the is.siie of the 
South-Sea iiicorp< nation, at the period when Walpole was just 
n -Ollier};'! n;^ from obscurity, to take a more decided *Jod loftier 
nianapfcment of public aflairs. edit. 

t Tlic unpopular peace of 1763 was negotiated by the 
J^utc of Bedford, and gave rise to a \ariety of public comnio- 
lions which at Icngtji broke out into acts of open insurrection 
among the Spital-fields weavers, who exclaimed that their trade 
w as ruined by its commercial stipulations. The rumour be- 
came current that the French court had purchased this peace 
hy bribes to the Princess Dowager of Wales, Lord Bute, the 
Duke of Bedford, and Mr. Henry Fox, afterwards Lord 
Holland : and such wa.s its general belief that the House of 
Commons thought proper to appoint a committee to examine 
into Its trutli; who traced it chiefly to a Dr. Musgrave, who 
nevertheless docs not appear to have suftered from this Jibellous 
report, which, as he affirmed, he had brought home with him 
from Paris, 'riie public disfavour with which the terms of the 

peace 
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that if, in the following lines a compliment or 
expression of applause should escape me, I fear 
you would consider it as a mockery of your es- 

' ^nve nice feelings. 


peace « ere received, produced a fresh disagreement bt^wee. 
Lord Bute and the Duke of Bedford on his return home. 

pon the death of Lord Egremont however. I.ord Bute found 
himself compelled once more to apply to the Duke of Bedford 
for hi. interest, vrtio. conscious of his importance, exacted not 
I y from Lord Bute but from the king himself a submission 
to whatever terms he chose to impose, and it was u,x,„ this 
«<^ion Uiat he insisted upon the dismissal of Lord Bute’s 
pother. Mr. Stuart Mackenzie, from his office, although 
Mackenzie had received his majesty’s solemn promise that he 
Should preserve it for life. 

intoiri He D„.e Uii 

Rockingham to rescue him from the Bedford party. Thev 
consent^, and the Duke was again dismissed with contumely^ 
hen his Majesty became disgusted, as he soon did, with 
us ministry also. Lord Bute applied in the king’s name to 
Oeoi^c Grenville for support, and the Duke of Bedfonl who 
was on terms of the closest friendship with him, once more 
strove to enter into the cabinet ; but on this occasion Lord 
Bute had spirit enough to treat his offer with the utmost con- 
tempt Lord Chatham was next appUed to. who conscntesl to 
take the le^, provided he was allowed the nomination of hi. 
own inends into certain offices he should designate; and this 
being granted, to strengthen Iiis own hands, he re.mtro.Juccd 
the Duke of Bedford, along with his Grace of Grafton and 

■Zr \rnrTT'’ *" 

CCS they hlled at the time of the address of the present letter 
to the former of these noblemen, edit. 
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ifly Lord, if we may judge from your resent- 
ments. Cautious therefore of giving offence, 
where you have so little deserved it, I shall leave 
the illustratioji of your viituesJt^j«^' y^on 
Your they are 

acquaiulcd with your good qualities than 
I am. You have done good by stealth. The lest 
is upon record. You have still left ample room 
for spcculatiou, when panegyric is exhausted. 
You are indeed a very considerable man. 

The highest rank ;-a splendid fortune ; and a 

,nme, glorious till it was yours, were sufficient 
to have supported you with meaner abilities than 
I tliink you possess. From the tirst you deavci 
a constitutional claim to respect; from the se- 
coiid, a natural extensive 
created a partial expectation ol hcredita y 

ues. The use you have made ot these unconw 

advantages might have been more honour. 

able to yourself, but could not be more im 
structive to mankind. We may trace it m the 

:o„etuonofyourco..tvy.thecl.o,ceofyo^ 

friends, and in the accomplishment of cvcr> 

hope, v-hich tho 

conceived from the ilUestnous 

The eminence ol your station g ) 
commanding prospect ot youi duty. 
which led to honour, was open to y 
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You cmilcl not lose it by mistake, and you 
had no temptation to depart from it by design, 
'^pmnarc the natural dignity and importance 


. , , • --or of England the noble 

mdcpendencc, wliicu v....... ^o.ave maintained 

in parliament, and the real interest atui x . ^ 

which lie might have acquired, not only in par- 
liament, but through tlie wliolc kingdom ; com- 
pare these glorious distinctions with the ambition 
of holding a shai»e in government, the emolu- 
ments of a place, the sale of a borough, or the 
purchase of a corporation* ; and though you may 
not regret the virtues, which create respect, you 
may see with anguish, how much real imjiortance 
and authority you have lost. Consider the clui- 
racter of an independent l irtuous Duke of Bed- 
ford ; imagine what he might be in this country, 
then, reflect one moment upon what you are. If it 
be possible for me to withdraw my attention tiom 
the tact, I will tell you in theory what such a 
man might be. 

Conscious of his own weight and importance, 
ids conduct in parliament would be directed by 
nothing but the constitutional duty of a peer, 
lie would consider himself as a guardian of the 
laws. Willing to support the just measures of 
government, but determined to observe the con- 


* Sc'; note to p. 2.^7. F.i-ir. 
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duct of the minister with suspicion, he would 
oppose the violence of taction with as niiicli 
firmness, as the encroachments of prerogative, 
lie would bo as little capable of bargaining with 
the minister for places for himself, or his de- 
pendents, as of descending to mix himself in 
the intrigues of opposition. Whenever an im- 
portant question called for his opinion in par- 
liament, he w'onld be heard, by the most profli- 
gate minister, with deference and respect. Ilis 
authority would either sanctify or disgrace the 
measures of government. — The people would 
look II]) to him as to their protector, and a vir- 
tuous jirince would have one honest man in his 
dominions, in whose integrity and judgment he 
might safely confide. If it should be the will 
of Providence to afflict him w'ith a domestic 
misfortune*, he would submit to the stroke, with 
feeling, but not without dignity. He would 
consider the people as his children, and receive 
a generous heart-felt consolation, in the sympa- 
thizing tears, and blessings of his country. 

Your Grace may probably discover some- 
thing more intelligible in the negative part of 
this illustrious character. The man I have de- 
scribed would never prostitute his dignity in 
jiarliament by an indecent violence either in op- 

* Tho Duke lately lost his only son, by a fall from his 
lior.se. 


3 
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posing or defending a minister. He would not 
at one moment rancorously persecute, at anodier 
basely cringe to the fevourite of his Sovereign. 
After outraging the royal dignity with peremp- 
tory conditions, little short of menace and hos- 
tility, he would never descend to the humility 
of soliciting an interview* witli tlie favourite, 
and of offering to recover, at any price, the 
honom* of his friendship. Though deceived 
perhaps in his youth, he would not, through 
the course of a long life, have invariably chosen 
his friends from among the most profligate of 
mankind. His own honour would have for- 
bidden him from mixing his private pleasures or 
conversation with jockeys, gamesters, blasphe- 
mers, gladiators, or buflbons. He would then 
have never felt, much less would he have sub- 
mitted to the humiliating, dishonest necessity of 
engaging in the interest and intrigues of his de- 
pendents, of supplying their vices, or relieving 
their beggaiy, at the expence of his country. He 
would not have betrayed such igno’^ance, or such 
contempt of the constitution, as openly to avow, 
in a court of justice, the + purchase and sale of a 

* At this interview, which passed at house of the late 
Lord Eglintoun, Lord Bute told the Duke that be was de- 
termined never to have any connection with a man, who had 
50 ba.sely betrayed him. 

an answer in Chancery, in a suit against him to re- 
cover a large sum paid him by a person, whom he had un- 
dertaken 
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borough. He would not have thought it con- 
sistent with his rank in the state, or even with 
his personal importance, to be the little tyrant of 
a little corporation*. He would never have 
been insulted with virtues, which he had la- 
boured to extinguish, nor suffered the disgrace 
of a mortifying defeat, which has made him ri- 

tlcrtakcn to return to parliament, for one of his Grace's bo 
roughs. He was compelleil to repay the money 

* Of Bedford, \\iuTe the tymnt was held in such contempt 
and detestation, that, in order to deliver themselves from him, 
they admitted a great numl)er of strangers to the freedom. 
To make his defeat truly ridiculous, he tried his whole strengtii 
against Mr. Home, and was beaten upon his. .own gi‘onnd. 

AUTHOR, 

This contest took place 5»eptetnber 4th, 1769, on the elec- 
tion of mayor, bailiffs, and chamberlains for the borough of 
Bedford. His Grace having in vain objected to the making of 
any new freemen, at lengtii prevailed on the corporation to 
allow some of his own particular friends to be put in nomina- 
tion, when about twenty of them were made accordingly,. The 
names of the freemen proposed to be elected on tlie popular 
side of the question, were theft read, and were heard with pro^ 
found silence by his Grace, ^till the name of John Home was 
pronounced, when the Duke expressed himself with great 
bitterness towards that gentleman in particular ; the corpora- 
tion however divided upon the point, and Mr. Home wa^^ 
elected, there being seventeen votes in liis favour and eleven 
against him. The candidates for the office of mayor were on 
the popular side Mr. Cawne, and on the part of the Duke of 
Bedford, Mr. Richards, the former of whom .was elected by 
458 votes against 26. The triampht over his Grace w.aa, of 
course complete, edit. 
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diculous and contemptible, even to the few by 
whom he was not detested. — I reverence the 
afflictions of a good man, — ^liis sorrows are sacred. 
But how can we take part in the distresses of a 
man, wliom we can neither love nor esteem ; or 
feel for a calamity of Avhich he iiiinsclf i.> in- 
sensible ? AVhere was the father’s heart, when 
be could look for, or find an immediate conso- 
lation for the loss of an only son, in consulta- 
tions and bargains for a place at court, and even 
in the misery of ballotting at the India House ! 

Admitting then that you have mistaken or 
deserted those honourable ])rinciplcs, which 
ought to have directed your conduct; admitting 
that you have as little claim to private affection 
as to public esteem, let us see with what abili- 
ties, with what degree of judgment you have 
carried your own system into execution. A 
great man, in the success and even in the mag- 
nitude of his crimes, finds a rescue from con- 
tempt. Your Grace is every .vay unfortunate. 
Yet I will not look back to th.yse riditndous 
scenes, by which in your earlier days, you 
thought it an honour to be distinguished* ; the 

^ Mr. IIcstTjii Ilouijjlirey, a country Attorney, horsewhip^ 
pc(i the Duke, with equal justice, seventy, and perseverance, 
on the course at LitclificKl. and Lonl Trcntiiam were 

aho cudgelled in a iiiost^cxemplary niaimcr. Tlli^ gave rise to 
tiic following story : " Wlien the late King heard tliat Sir 

Edward 



recorded stripes, tlie public infamy, your own 
sufterings, or Mr. Rigby’s fortitude. These 
events undoubtedly left an impression, though 
not upon your mind. To such a mind, it may 
perhaps be a pleasure to rcllect, tJiat there is 
hardly a corner of any of his Majesty’s king- 
doms, except France, in which, at one time or 
other, your valuable life has not been in danger. 
Amiable man ! we sec and acknowledge the pro- 
tection of IVovidcnce, by wliich you have so 
often escaped llic personal detestation of your 
fellow-subjects, and are still reserved for the 
public justice of your country. 

Your history begins to be important at that 
aus})icious period, at which you were deputed 
to represent the Earl of Bute, at the court of 
Versailles. It wus an honourable office, and 
executed with the same spirit, with which it was 
accepted. Your patrons w'anted an ambassador, 
who would submit to make concessions, without 
daring to insist upon any honourable condition 
for his Sovereign*. Their business required a 

Edward Hawke had given the French a drubbivq, his Majesty, 
who had never received that kind of chastisement, was pleased 
to ask Lord Chesterfield the nicaning of the word. — Sir, .says 
Lortl Chesterfield, the meaning of the word — but here come.s 
the Duke of Bedford, who is better able to explain it to your 
Majesty than I am.” 

■’*' Soon after the death of the Duke of Be*dford the follow- 
ing paragraph was inserted in the Public Advertiser, and- as it 

reinaincd 
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man, who had as little feeling for his own dignity 
as for the welfare of his country; and they 
found him in the first rank of the nobility. 
Belleisle, Gorce, Guadaloupc, St. Lucia, Marti- 
nique, the Fishery, and the Havanna, are 
glorious monuments of your Grace’s talents for 


remained imcontradictcd^ there is some reason to belit ve it 
authentic. As the Duke in this letter is arraigned in tlic nlo^L 
severe terms for the concessions made in ne^otu'tinjj the peace 
of 1763, it is but justice to his Grace, that a circumstance so 
honourable should be more generally known. Tlic paragraph 
runs thus : 

The following anecdote of the late Duke of Bedford may 

be depended upon as fact: Wlien hi,'j Grace negotiated the 

lute peace at Paris, he signed the proUininarie^ with the Frcncli 
minister Choiseul, and stipulated no farther for tlic possessions 
of the East India Company than he was advised to stipulate hy 
the court of directors. A gentleman (a Dutch Jew of great 
abilities and character) hearing this, wrote a letter to the Duke 
of Bedford, informing him that the English East India Com- 
pany had materially neglected their own interest, as their chief 
conquests were made substequent to the period at which they 
had fixed their claim of sovereignty j and if these latter con- 
quests were to be restored, an immense annual revenue would 
necessarily be taken from Eggland. The Duke, struck with 
the force of the fact« yet embarrassed how to act, as prelimi- 
naries were really signed, repaired to Choiseul at Versailles, 
and addressed him thus:—' My Lord, 1 have committed a 
great mistake in signing the preliminaries, as the affair of the 
India possessions mu^.t be carried down to our la^t conqiic'^t in 
Asia/ To this Choiseul replied, ' Your Grace astonishes 
me ; I thought I had Ix en treating with the minister of a great 
nation, and not witij a student in politics, who does not consider 

the 
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negotiation*. My Lord, we are loo well ac- 
quainted with your peciiniarv character, to 
think it possible that so many public sacriticcs 
should have been made, without some private 
compensations. Your coinluct carries with it 
an internal evidence, beyond all the legal jtrools 
of a court of justice. Lven the callous jtride of 
Lord Lgremont was alannedt. lie saw and 

the validity of wnitt u enL!;ai;(‘iiu nt-/ ‘ Vonr my 

Lord, jiiNt/ ixtunud tlu* ‘ Imr I will i\<it a<td Ire.ichory 

to iKn iKlra^ mv <oiinti y tieldu raU !y, Ijic.mhc I 

Jiavt* owrlooktd her inN rt>t unacetaiul.ihly in <i .single (‘ircimi- 
slaiieo; llurct’ore, mih^s yt)iir LortLly|> arrets ro etdo the 
latter eoiujiiests lu India, 1 >liall iMuni iuane iii twelve horn**, 
and .snlimil the late of my head to the diserdion of an Fait^li^h 
j)cii‘lianient.’ ('lioibeul, il at the nitre ;>idify, 

eomplu'd ; and fliLs coniitry now eiijoys aluive half a million 
annually lhn)n;^h the rirmness of a man, whom U i.s even 
jvdtnoiisni al in’esenl to ealumniate, bnt \vhoK‘ vntui’rs liave 
nevei y<t reeeivtd jnstiee from the eoiiimnnity. On the 
tiTmniatlon of the allair to Jiin safisfaet ion, he j^av*' 
niformanl, the Dnteli ntleman, th(‘ warmest recoiemenda- 
tiuiis to Ln^land, who aecordiin^ly eame over, and rcicnes at 
thi.^ iiionient a pens-ion of 500/. a year from tlu India Conijiany 
as a reward for Ins serva(‘ei».” i-nir. 

” peace of 1 70 J wa^ nepfotiated by his Oi*acc of 

Jiedford ; tlu* conquests here hpecified were relinquished by Us 
ctinditions : and the rumour, as alreatly observed, was in «rencral 
circulation that the Duke and his friends had been bnhed 
into prodip-al a surrender. See the note in p. of the 
[tre.sent volume, fdit. 

I This man, notwithstandinj** hi.s prule and Tory principles, 
liad some Kr^lish stuif m him. U]>on an ollicial Ictlev he 

VOL. I. U wrote 



21 ? 


I.I/ITFRS OF 


felt his own dislionoiii' in corresponding with 
yon; and there certainly wius a inonient, at 
which he meant to have resisted, had not a fatal 
lethargy prevailed tnt'rhis (iieidties, and carried 
all sense and memory away with it. 

J will not pretend to specify the seciel terms 
on which you were invited to support, an * ad- 
ministration which Lord Ihite pretended to leave 
in fidl possession of their ministerial authority, 
and perlectly masters of themselves. lie was 
not of a temper to reliucpiish power, tliough he 
retired from emjiloyment. Stipulations were 
certainly made between your Grace ami Jiim, 
and certainly \iolated. After tAVO years sub- 
mission, you thought you had collected a 
strength sufiicient to confroul his influenee, and 
that it Avas your turn to he a tyrant, because 
you had been a shm*. When you llmud your- 
self mistaken in your opinion of your gracious 
Master’s tirmness, disappointment got the better 
of all your humble discretion, and carried you 
to an excess of outrage to his j erson, as distant 
from true spirit, as from all decency and re- 
speett. Afler robbing him of the rights of a 

wroU’toilK Duke of J>edfurd, the de.Mreii to be mMlli il, 

and it was wnb Hit. utmost diiTicidty that Loid 13ute could 

* Mr. (ifcnvillc. Lord Haliia.v, and Lord E^renioiit. 

I The ministry lja\in^ endeavoured to cxcliido ilic Dowas^er 
out of the regency bill^ the lurl of Bute deteriiiincd to dis- 
miss 
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King, you would not. poriuit liiin lo proscrvo 
the lioiiour of a gontlcmau. U was thcni l.ord 
Wi'v mouth was nominated to Ireland, aiu*! dis- 
patched (we well remember with what indecent 
hurry) to ])hinder tlie treasury of the iirsl fmits 
ol an emjiloymcnt whic'i }ou well knew he was 
ne\er to execute 

'This sudden declaration of war against tiu* 
(avourite might ha\e gi\eii you a momentary 
merit witli tiu- public, if it had cither heeii 
adopted upon princijtle, or maintained with 
resolution. Without looking back to all _\our 
former ser\iiily, we need ^>'ly obserce your 
suhse(|uenl conduct, to sec' upon what moli\i‘s 
\ou acted. Apparently united with Mr. (jren- 
^ ille, you waiteci unlil latrd Kockinghain’s leehlc 
administration shoidd ilissohe in its own weak, 
jtess, — 'llie moment their tiismission was sus- 
pected, tIu' moment you ])erceive«l that another 
system was adopted in the closet, you thought it 
no disgrace to ret urn to v our former dependence, 
and solicit once more the Ifiendship of Imrd 
Jigte. You beggeil an interview, at whicli 

miss ihnn. Upon this the Dukt* of liedfonl cleuiaiukd an 
audiriiu* id’ thf Kin;^, r< prodrlu-d him in plain tenn^, with 
his diiplirily, hasciu^Ns, taUiliood, Iroaclu ry, and iiy])'>rn.>y, 
— iTpratrdly j»avc him tlw he, and left him mi l onvnlsioiis. 

* He received three thousand jjoimds Idr plate and ( ([iii- 
page monty. 

R 2 
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he hail spirit enough to treat you witli con- 
tempt. \ 

It would now be of little use to j)oint out, 
by what a train of weak, iniiidicious measures, 
it became necessary, or was tiurught so, to call 
you back to a share in the admini..t ration 
The friends, whom you did not in the u.st 
instance desert, were not of a character to add 
strength or credit to government ; and at that 
time your alliance with the Duke of (iraftou 
was, 1 jtresume, hardly Ibreseen. We must 
look for other stipulations, to account for that 
sudden resolution,, of the closet, bv which three 

L * 

of your dependant^)t (whose characters, I think, 
cannot be less respected than they are) were 
advanced to otiices, througfi wliich you might 
again controul the minister, and ])robahly en- 
gross the whole direction of alKiirs. 

The possession of absolute ])ower is now 
once more within your reach, 'fhe measures 
you have taken to obtain and conJirm it, arc 
too gross to cscajte the t'yes of a discerning 
judicious prince. Mis palace is besieged; the 
lines of circunuailation are drawing round him; 

* \^'in p. (jDwrr wa'i appoinlf prrsulrnt of t lit: coun- 
cil, llic Ivin;.',, wiili In'- u.-ual !?mccnl\, him, lliat he 

ha<l iiui Ibul one ha]>|jY moment, mhcc tlie Duke of Bedford 
left hiui. 

1 Lords Gower, Wcymoutl), and Sandwich. 



siiul unless lie finds a resource in lil.s own activity, 
or in the attachment of the real friends of his 
liimily, the host, of jirinces must submit to the 
confinement ol' a stale I'nsouor, until your 
CJrace’s death, or some less tiirlunale event 
shall raise tlie sie^e. For the presenl, you may 
salely resume that stile of in.iidt aiul menace, 
winch even a private fientleman cannot submit 
to hear williout being conlemi>lible. Mr. Mac- 
iven/ie’'< histviiy is not \el (bigotlen, and you 
may liud precedents enough of the moth', in 
which an imperious subject may signily his 
pleasure to his Sovereign, Where will this 
gracious monareh looh lln’ assisianee, when the 
'vretched (iralton could Ibrget his obligations (o 
his mastei, and desc l him fi'r a hollow alliance 
with mh a man as the Duke of Fedibrd! 

I.,el us consider you, then, as arrived af fiic. . 
Mimmit of worldiv greatness; let us siij.'pose, 
that all \our jilans of avarice and ambition are, 
accomplished, and your most sanguine wishes 
gratified in the Icar, as w'ell as the haired of the 
people: Can age itself Ibrget that you arc now 
in the last act of life? Can grc) hairs make 
folly venerable ? and is there no period to bo 
reserved lor meditation and retirement? For 
shame! iny Lord: let it nut be recordeil of yoti, 
that die latest moments of your lilii were dedi' 



24G I.LTTKRvS' OF / 

catcd to the same iinwortliy pursuits, the same 
busy agitations, in which your youth and Jiian- 
liood were exhausted. Consider, that, aithougli 
you cannot disgrace your tinnier life, you arc 
violating the character ol’ age, ami cx|)osing 
the impotent imbecility, alter you liave lost the 
vigour ol'tlie passions. 

Your friends will ash, ])i.rhaps, Whitlier 
shall this unhajijiy old man letire? Can he re- 
main in the metropolis, where his life has'iieeu 
so often threatened, and his palace so often 
attacked? If he returns to Woohiirn, scorn and 
mockerv await liim. lie must create a solitude 
round his <>state, if lie would avoid the face of 
reproach and derision. At Plymouth, his de- 
strueiion would be more tlian probable; at 
Exeter, inevitable. No honest Englishman will 
ever forget his attaehinent, nor any honest 
Scotchman forgive his treacher}-, to Lord 
"Bute. At etery town he enters, he must 
cltange his liveries and his name. AVhich ever 
way he flics, the line and Cry of the country 
pursues him. 

In another kingdom indeed, the blessings 
of his administration have been more sensibly 
felt; his virtues better understood; or at worst, 
they will not, for liim alone, forget their hospi- 
tality. — As Avcll might Vkukes have reUirnctl to 
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